
 

Week beginning 7th June 2021 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  108    Helvellyn  113     Blencathra  104   
 
Class 1 News 
 
We have had a brilliant start to our half term 
in Class 1! Inspired by the work of Henri 
Matisse and Kazimir Malevich, we created 
some collages. We used different shapes to 
draw around and also experimented with 
different colours when making our collage. We 
cut our shapes out and explored where we 
could place our shapes on the paper, 
considering layering and texture. It was great to see how every 
collage was totally unique! 
 
We have also started to learn our new Talk for Writing story, 'The 
Different Duckling' and enjoyed acting out the story; considering 

character and storyline carefully. Linked to the 
story, we did some further research about ducks 
and swans, discovering information about their 
habitat, diet, life cycles and calls. It was great 
listening to their calls and watching videos to 
support our understanding. It was also really interesting to compare the 
similarities and differences between swans and ducks. Our next steps will 
focus on learning the story verbally with actions. 
 
In phonics, we have been developing our sight 

recognition of tricky words in Reception and 
Year 1 through lots of fun practical activities! 
We used magnetic letters to imitate tricky 
words, thinking carefully about the letters 
needed and the order of the letters. We also 
had lots of fun doing ‘tricky word hopscotch’ 
outside, jumping along the tricky words 
naming them as we went.  
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In maths in Nursery and Reception, we have been focusing on the concept of addition and the 
changes that occur when adding objects to a group. We used animals to make up addition 
stories and also enjoyed listening to the story of Mr Gumpy’s outing 
where more animals are added to a boat until the boat eventually tips 
over! We then had a go at recreating Mr Gumpy’s outing using our 
own animals and a boat in the water tray to add more animals, 

counting as we went. In maths in Year 1, we 
have been developing our understanding of 
numbers up to 100, with a particular focus on 
counting in 10s. We used tens frames and base 
10 to work out how different two digit 
numbers can be represented in different ways. 
We have also been refining our skills when 
counting up and back within 100. At the end 
of the week, all of Class 1 worked together to explore large outdoor tens 
frames. We rolled a dice then counted out the number of children onto 
the tens frame: we had to work out how many children we had in total 

and how many children still needed to step onto the tens frame. It was great practical maths!  
 
On Thursday in Class 1 and 2, we were excited to hear that there 
was the opportunity to witness a solar eclipse during the day and 
decided to investigate more. We watched a video which explained 
what a solar eclipse was and how it could be witnessed safely. 
We created our own light projection cards but unfortunately it was 
too cloudy for us to witness the solar eclipse clearly. It was 
fascinating to look at images and videos from around the world, 
though!  
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Class 2 News 
 
What a busy first week back we have had in Class 2! 
So many of us had read during the half term break and 
it was wonderful to start the week by sharing the 
success of passing quizzes and moving up to the next 
reading level! We have also loved sharing all of the 
wonderful things that so many of us have done at 
home and with our families. It has been lovely to share photos and videos on Tapestry and we 
have enjoyed hearing all about them, so thank you for sharing! 

 
In PE, we are still continuing with our Sports Day preparation 
and we have been mastering the high jump this week.  We 
stretched our revising muscles as we reflected on how to 
improve our jumps and we stretched our persevering muscles 
as we continued to practice during our playtimes. 
 

In music, we have been stretching many 
of our learning muscles as we have been 
learning to play the keyboard.  It was 
challenging- thinking about correctly 
placing our fingers onto the keyboard- 
but we preserved and were able to 
successfully follow the music and 
perform a short piece.  

 
In Literacy this week, we started reading our new class story, Frog and Toad 
Together.  We really enjoyed the story and made links to our PSHE learning 
and assemblies as we 
discussed what a lovely 
friend Frog was to Toad. 
 
In our Design and 
Technology lessons this 

week, we began sewing.  We made links to 
our History learning, based on Martin 
Luther King and Rosa Parks, and we 
discussed a way to celebrate diversity. We decided to sew people 
using felt and we can then display them in our classroom.  We 
stretched our planning and noticing muscles and found we were quickly absorbed in our 
sewing! 
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In our Maths learning this week, we have been stretching our revising and questionning 
muscles as we have focussed on arithmetic and reasoning questions. We have discussed and 
shared with each other strategies we can use in order to help us to 
answer questions and successfully find the answer.   
 
As it was the solar eclipse this week, we 
took some time to learn about what that 
was and what it looked like.  We created a 
very simple pin hole projector so we 
avoided looking at the sun, before 
venturing outside with Class 1 to try and 
see the eclipse. Unfortunatly, the weather 
conditions were not on our side but we all 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 
learning about the eclipse.  

 

We have all really enjoyed being able to 
enjoy the adventure trail at playtime and 
lunchtime again.  This has been a great way to stretch our 
persevering muscles.  Some of us have also really enjoyed creating 
our own adventure trails, stretching our collaboration muscles to make sure that everyone of us 

enjoys and finds success! 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 
 
In Class 3 this week, we have started a 
new class text: The Lost Words. On 
Monday, we read the introduction and 
explored the first poem; unpicking what 
each section meant and how this linked 
to the subject of the poem: acorns. To 
further develop our vocabulary and 
retrieval of facts and information in reading (as 
well as make links to our science learning), we 
then read non-fiction texts about oak trees, 
horse chestnut trees, brambles and bluebells 
(which also happen to be among the first 

poems in our class text). We identified and labelled the features of 
these non-fiction texts (headings, subheadings, labels, captions 
and key vocabulary) before using them to find and retrieve key 
pieces of information about each plant. We found out facts about 

their levees, flowers and fruits, as well as any 
symbolism and mythology linked to each one: we 
were especially fascinated by the mythology of 
the bluebells and dark fairy magic! On Tuesday, 
we looked at real examples of these plants and 
confirmed that each plant was as expected, 
using our information gathering and reading 
from Monday. We then stretched our distilling 
learning muscle by pulling out the most 
important pieces of information to write 
into our own sentences and paragraphs.  
 
 

We have had another busy week in 
Maths, this week. At the beginning 
of the week, in Year 5 and 6 we 
completed our learning all about 
position and direction by using co-
ordinates to reflect shapes and points in both the x and y axis. In 
Year 4, we began our learning all about angles and we have been set 
the challenge of teaching Year 5 and 6 the different types and 
properties of angles next week! We have been learning how to identify, 

compare and order angles of different size and orientation, including 
acute angles, right angles and obtuse angles. We also spotted angles 
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around the room and drew on the door to help us remember 
where we might find right angles...but don’t tell Mr D!     

 

In our Computing learning this week, we have been applying 
the skills from this unit into our own projects; using the 
LOGO programming code and repeat functions to make 
different patterns. We also found out how to change the colour 

of the lines we were drawing 
and how to draw a range of different shapes. This linked 
closely with our new maths learning about angles which gave 
us another opportunity to identify acute and obtuse angles. We 
have worked really hard to learn how to code in this language 
and debug our code when it hasn’t quite worked as expected.  
 
In PE, we have 
continued our 
Sports Day 

preparations with a brand new sport: the high 
jump! We all worked out which leg to lead 
with, before learning how to do a scissor kick. 
We all loved this 
activity so 
much, that we 

decided to organise our 
own high-jump event at lunch time!  
 
 
 
 
In RE this week, we have been learning about 
Buddhism and were 

fascinated to listen to the legend of the 
Four Sights, where Gautama 
Siddhartha had four things that he saw 
after being confined to his palace by his 
father. We made links to our history 
and maths learning by placing this 
legend on a timeline, too.  
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Before half term, we held interviews for the job we wanted to do in our Bright Stars project. We 
each wrote about why we would be the best person for the job that we had applied for 
(making links to our skills, learning muscles and interests), 
before presenting these to the class. We then held a vote to decide 
who would be responsible for each job. This week, we have 
been working on these jobs and planned what we needed to do 
using a TASC wheel. Our treasurers researched and decided 
which time capsule would be best for our project (whilst staying 
in budget) and our managers helped to make sure that everyone 
knew what they were doing and had all of the resources that we 
needed. We were all so absorbed in our project and we are 
making so many links to all areas of our learning. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)   

 

 
In Class 3 geography this week, we have taken a virtual 
journey down a river to identify all the physical features 
from its source to its mouth. We looked at each phase of a 
river through the upper, middle and lower courses and 
identified and compared how the river changes and 

evolves from a fast flowing, narrow 
rocky stream into a wide, deep and meandering river cutting through flood 
plain. As we examined each course, we had a look at the River Eden (the 
longest river in Cumbria and 14th longest in England). We were able to 
identify many of the features using the interactive map made by the Eden 
River’s Trust. We each then made an accurate and detailed diagram of a 
river illustrating each river phase and highlighting all the key physical 
features.  
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In our DT lesson this week, we embarked on our food and nutrition topic based on Tudor 
food. We looked at paintings and evidence from cookbooks to find out what people would 

have eaten in the Tudor period. We discovered that there would 
have been a big difference in the diets of the poor and rich with 
the rich being able to buy new and exotic foods that had been 
brought over from the New World. We discovered that before these 
overseas expeditions, there were no potatoes and no sugar in 
English diets. It is reported that Queen Elizabeth I enjoyed sugary 
foods so much that her teeth were black! To find out if this claim 
might have been true - and to understand the effects that the 

introduction of sugar might have had - we set up an investigation into the effects of 
different soft drinks on our teeth. We have placed an egg (as a substitute for our teeth) into 
cups with 150ml of different soft drinks, all with different amounts of sugar in. We will 
observe the effects these have on the eggs over the next week.  

 
Swimming 
 
In Class 3 this week, we started our 
swimming lessons!  Many of us were 
quite nervous having not been swimming 
for a long time due to Covid restrictions 
but Mrs Arnold and Miss Hutton were 
blown away by how brave and 
determined we all were. We had a great 
time getting used to the water again and 
trying out different ways to improve our swimming. Our instructors were so encouraging and 
positive; making us all feel safe and comfortable to be able to push ourselves and make real 
progress even in our first lesson!  

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Small Schools Football Tournament 

On Friday, Alicia, Ashley, Bailey, Chloe, Ellen, Eva, Evan and Milly took part in a small schools 
football tournament at Harraby Sports Campus in Carlisle. We all worked so hard during break 
times (and at an After School Club organised and delivered by Mr D) to build and develop our 
team and we were really pleased with how we got on. Finishing second in the group stages, we 
felt so proud to get through to the Champions League semi-finals, where we very narrowly (1-0) 
missed out on a place in the final to a strong team from West Cumbria.  We all had to really 
push ourselves out of our comfort zones and we were so pleased to have this opportunity. 
Thank you to Mr Davidson and Mr Mitchinson for our coaching sessions and for taking us to 
this competition.  
 
Well done everyone! 
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