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VIP’s: Evie and Ezra 
Learners of the Previous Week:  Finn, Daniel and Rory  
        
Housepoints: Skiddaw 328 Helvellyn 328  Blencathra 252  
 
With our visit from Rory Stewart (MP) last week, 
and our visits to places of worship on Wednesday, 
we have been really stretching our knowledge and 
understanding of British Values. In the UK, all 
children must learn about Democracy, Rule of Law, 
Individual Liberty and developing mutual respect 
for and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs, and for those without faith.  
These Fundamental British Values underpin what it 
is to be a citizen in a modern and diverse Great 
Britain; valuing our community and celebrating 
diversity of the UK. On Wednesday, Class 1 and 2 
really extended their learning and had a fantastic day visiting Newcastle Central Mosque and 
Newcastle Reform Synagogue.  

 
Our first visit was to the Mosque, where we 
were greeted by our host for the morning: we 
received such a warm welcome and quickly 
went inside out of the cold, taking off our shoes 
before we entered. Throughout the presentation, 
we shared all of our knowledge and 
understanding of Islam and the 5 Pillars and 
we definitely impressed everyone there with our 
knowledge! We listened carefully to a first-hand 
account of a pilgrimage to Mecca and asked 
lots of questions about how Muslims live their 
lives according to these special rules. One of 

the most interesting things we heard was the Call to Prayer:  we all sat and listened carefully, 
and were able to identify key words like Mohammed and Islam. We heard translations of key 
words and learned that one of the key messages in Islam is about peace.  We looked at a 
Qur'an and made links to Christianity and Judaism throughout the presentation. Before we left, 
we heard key messages about being kind to others: something that is very important to those 
who follow Islam. We were encouraged to be kind and helpful towards one another, as well as 
trying hard in all that we do - this reinforced our PSHE learning that we have been doing in 
school, and our kindness Advent tree.  
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After a quick bus ride, with a bit of lunch on the 
way, we got to the Synagogue and went inside. As we 
have been learning about Judaism this week, we were 
on the look-out for the mezuzah: a small decorative 
item placed door frames, containing specific verses from 
the Torah Scrolls. 
Once we went inside, 
all they boys put on a 

Kippah and we sat down; trying to see the other key features 
in the synagogue. Our hosts at the synagogue showed us the 

Ark, the Shabbat 
preparations and the very 
special Torah Scrolls. We 
sang a Jewish song about 
peace and listened carefully about the Hanukkah 
celebrations that had just taken place in the synagogue. 
We asked questions about food, Hebrew writing and other 
celebrations throughout the Jewish calendar, and had a 
close look at the Yad and the Torah Scrolls.  
 

Our next stop was the Theatre Royal! After a short walk through Newcastle, we headed 
inside only to be amazed by the size and grandeur of the building! We got settled in our seats 
and the show began. There were a variety of circus acts from jugglers to dancers and 
roller skaters to four motorbikes riding inside a metal sphere at the same time! It was nerve-
wracking to watch.  The pantomime was very, very funny and we were all up out of our seats 
cheering the good characters and booing the bad! We enjoyed some sweets during the interval 
and couldn't wait for the second half of the performance! It was fascinating to watch a 
full production- complete with a live orchestra- that included so many different elements: from 
music to acting and dancing. There were lots of sleepy children on the bus ride home: we had 
all thoroughly enjoyed our day.  
 
After Class 2's visit to Farlam Church in November, it was an excellent 
opportunity to compare three religions and identify the 
similarities between them. These valuable and memorable learning 
experiences are so important in developing an understanding of the 
wider world and all the children should be extremely proud of the 
respect they showed in the places of worship, and the interest and 
kindness they showed towards our hosts at the mosque and 
synagogue.  
 
A huge thank you to all of our adult helpers and parents that joined 
us on our trip- we hope you enjoyed it, too! 
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We had a brilliant time on our school trip 
on Wednesday! Children in Early Years 
went to the Blue Reef Aquarium in 
Tynemouth in the morning. We had 
enjoyed looking at different sea creatures 
including otters, seals, starfish, turtles 
and clownfish. We made links to the 
knowledge we had gained during our topic under the sea whilst 
looking at the different sea creatures. We also had the 
opportunity to 
learn some new 
information about 
rock pools and 
even had a go at 
touching starfish 

and sea urchins! It was a fantastic experience 
and we loved getting to see the different sea 
creatures up close!  

 
 
 
We then met children from Class 1 and Class 2 at 
the Theatre Royal in Newcastle ready to watch the 
pantomime Goldilocks and the Three Bears. It was 
really funny and everyone had a great time 
watching and joining in! All in all it was a great 
day out. We would also like to take this 
opportunity to say a huge thank you to all of the 
adults who came along and supported, it makes 
such a difference!  

 
In Class 1 and Early Years we have also been working hard on our 
Christmas Play Whoops-a-Daisy Angel which we cannot wait to perform 
on Monday!  
 

What a busy time of year in Class 1! We have 
looked at repeating patterns and colours to make 
decorations and also found time to practise alternative pronunciations in 
our phonics. The children in Class 1 have been busy learning their lines 
and practising the Christmas play. It is all starting to come together and 
we are looking very festive in our costumes.  
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The highlight of the week was our exciting school 
trip. We went on a long bus ride to Newcastle to visit 
some exciting new places. Class 1 were excellent 
ambassadors for the school, showing super listening 
and questioning skills. We learnt about Arabic 
writing and the 5 Pillars of Islam at the Mosque. We 
also listened carefully to a call to prayer. At the 

synagogue, some members of class 1 were selected to hold part of the 
Torah scroll case that was taken from the ark. We learnt about how 
Hebrew and Arabic are written and read from right to left, and looked 
at a book written in this way.  

 
Everyone was excited to watch the 
pantomime in the 
afternoon. We saw 
some amazing 
circus tricks and 
helped to warn the 

characters when the villain appeared. There was 
lots of singing, dancing and laughing!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

Dates for your Diaries: 
   
Mon 17th December   2.00pm KS1/Early Years Christmas Play (School Hall) 
 
Tues 18th December   1.00pm Christmas Party (School Hall) 
 
Wed 19th December   12.00pm Christmas Dinner 
 
Friday 21st December   1.30pm KS2 Christmas Play (Village Hall) 
 
Friday 21st December   3.30pm End of Term 
 
Tuesday 8th January   9.00am Start of Spring Term 2019 
 


