
 

Week beginning 10
th

 February 2020 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week and VIPs:  Jasmine, Will and Leah 

Headteacher’s Award: April 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw  209    Helvellyn  163    Blencathra  128 

 

 

Class 2 News:  

 

In our science topic, ‘Forces and Magnets’ we have been 

investigating how magnetic forces act through different 

materials. Working in pairs, we completed our table of 

information and 

made our predictions about which materials would repel 

or attract the magnet. As we were testing the magnetic 

force through different materials, we stretched our 

noticing muscles to identify what happened and if we 

could find any similarities. Finally, as a class, we 

shared our findings with each other and thought about 

possible explanations as to why some materials had a 

magnetic force and why others did not.  

 

During our Gymnastics lessons, we have been exploring the different apparatus in small 

groups; taking it in turns to work out how we could travel across each piece of equipment. We 

had to reason with each other when deciding on a short gymnastics routine to perform to the 

rest of the class, too. After performing each routine, we took some time to reflect on each move 

and we discussed the ‘wow’ parts of each routine. We 

also suggested ways to improve next time. We all 

enjoyed how 

creative each 

group was 

and we were 

all 

impressed 

with the 

number of 

different ways we found to travel across each 

apparatus.  
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As part of our WW2 topic in history, we have been creating our 

own gas mask boxes with labels and have written instructions 

for how to use the gas mask. We discovered that the real gas 

mask boxes had these labels on the outside of them in case of 

an emergency. We have been researching all of the different 

items that evacuees would 

take with them to their new 

homes in the countryside, too. 

The making of the gas mask 

boxes was quite tricky- 

especially when we had to 

make holes at each side and 

carefully feed the string 

through the other side. We had to persevere when wrapping the 

boxes in brown paper and collaborate in our pairs to ensure that 

the paper was securely stuck down.  

 

 

Class 3 News: 

 

In Class 3, we have been rehearsing our performance 

of Daffodils, by William Wordsworth. In our literacy 

lesson, we used dictionaries to explore and 

understand the language that has been used; 

inferring what might be the true meaning of the 

poem. Taking advantage of a sunny morning, we 

went outside 

to rehearse in 

small groups, 

before rehearsing altogether as a class. 

 

On Monday, Susie from UDance joined us to see how 

our dance is progressing. We ‘blocked out’ each section 

so that we could clearly see what each element looked 

like, revising the choreography to portray the emotion and terror faced by the people and 

animals in Australia. Ellen’s facial expressions were so convincing that many of us thought 

she was actually upset! We also recorded our dance so that we could watch it back and 

perfect some of the choreography. We cannot wait to show you our dance- everyone is 

working incredibly hard to learn the dance and perform it to the highest of standards.  
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On Tuesday, Year 6 travelled to Walton and Lees Hill Primary School to take part in a maths 

day! Working with 7 other local primary schools, we stretched our maths skills; working out 

algebraic formulas, fractions decimals and percentages, time and money all to do with 

organising an event for Chinese New Year. We also got to meet other Year 6 children that we 

may be in classes with when we get to William Howard 

School in September. We all really enjoyed our morning of 

maths!   

 

 

 

 

 

In computing, we 

have been using lego 

to create models.  We 

then wrote an 

algorithm to instruct 

our models to move 

in a particular shape.  We learnt that an algorithm is a 

series of instructions and that computers use algorithms to 

know what to do.  We have also been finishing our 

project using mecabricks.  This is a simulation program 

which has enabled us to create simulated models of 

classrooms, playgrounds and items of furniture.  We have had to work hard to manipulate the 

objects in our projects as sometimes they haven’t always wanted to go where we wanted them 

to!  We have worked hard and been very successful with this project, well done!  

 

In our RE lessons, we are learning about Leaders and 

Heroes.  We have a focus on Hinduism but are also 

looking across other religions as well.  This week, we 

explored the story of Moses and how he led the 

Israelites from slavery in Egypt.  We also discussed 

how this links to the Jewish celebration of Passover.  

We considered what made Moses a good leader and 

how he was able to stand up to the Pharaoh and lead 

the Israelites.  We used drama to help us tell the story 

of Moses, and then sequenced his story using pictures 

and extracts from the story.       
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Assemblies this week: 

 

During our ‘news assembly’ this week we discovered that it was 

‘Safer Internet Day 2020.’ We learnt that this year the ‘safer 

internet day’ had a new slogan which was, ‘together for a better 

internet.’ It was explained to us that each year there is a different focus around being safe on 

the internet and this year the focus was collaborating together to make sure that we are using 

the internet as safely as can be. During the assembly, we discussed how we can stay safe, 

who to ask for help when we need it and strategies for how to say no to something we do not 

want to do. There was a mini internet safety quiz which we completed together as a whole 

school, too. We had to vote for our answers after discussing them with a talk partner. The 

questions consisted of different scenarios we may encounter while on the internet and what we 

thought was the best option for dealing with each scenario.  

 

As part of our 5 Ways to Wellbeing assembly, we explored ways to be happy! Inspired by 

Denmark being voted the happiest country to live in in 2015, we thought of ways we can 

promote and celebrate our own happiness: whether it is spending time with family and friends, 

snuggling up with a favourite book and nice cosy blanket or spending time outside. We have 

accepted the challenge of doing something that makes us happy over the half term holiday.  

 

On Thursday, Gemma and Naomi joined us to share an 

assembly and morning of learning in Class 2, based on rocks 

and fossils. They work for the North Pennines Area of 

Outstanding National Beauty and 

they had brought a whole car load 

of resources and materials to share 

with us! First of all we each had 

a ‘pet rock’ to explore: we had to 

describe what our rock felt like, 

what it looked like and what type 

of rock we thought it was. We 

then did a mini investigation 

using sand which was looking at 

how sandstone was formed. Next, 

we had a challenge to find out 

where the different types of rocks 

would be found. For example, 

coal is found in the forest, limestone in the shallow sea and red 

sandstone in the desert. Finally, we did an experiment with sugar cubes and clay to see if the 

sugar would dissolve when it was wrapped in clay. This was to show how hard it is for 

fossils to form.  
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Snow 

 

We all really enjoyed getting outside at break time to play in the snow on Thursday! We decided 

to work together to make snowmen, snowwomen and snow-animals, capitalising on the 

resources around us (including each other!) to make our snow creations! Orla joined in too, 

wrapping up in her hat and putting on her wellies! 
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Performing Arts Club 

 

This week in Performing Arts Club, we have been 

interpreting the classical music and forming our own 

dance moves to the different rhythms. We collaborated to 

create a mini dance routine and we then performed them 

to the rest of the group.    

 

In our Drama part of 

the club we have been 

taking a closer look at the rest of our ‘emergency scenario’ 

cards. The final scenes we had to act out were; someone 

being bitten by a snake, a dog tripping someone over, a book 

falling off of a shelf in the library and an elephant standing 

on a car bonnet during a safari adventure! We had to really 

stretch our empathy and imagining learning muscles to think 

about a storyline behind these scenarios and why these 

things might have happened. We included speech into our performances this week and had a 

go at using a different voice when acting them out. As 

a group, we 

experimented with 

varying the tone of 

our voice and using 

lots of expression 

and intonation.  


