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th

 January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Ezra, Evangeline and Molly 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 106    Helvellyn 86     Blencathra 81    

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In our PSHE and Understanding the World learning this week, we have 

been learning about charities and what a charity is. We discussed why 

charities are important and how people help charities, including raising 

money or volunteering. We looked at familiar logos and 

also learnt about the importance of supporting charities 

for different religions. After developing our knowledge of 

charities, we then discussed the charity we wanted to 

raise money for as part of our PSHE learning this term. We each had the 

opportunity to cast a vote, deciding on WWF and to adopt an animal in need of 

protection. After conducting another vote to determine which animal we wanted 

to support, we decided that we would like to raise money to adopt a turtle and 

snow leopard. It was great to have the opportunity to apply different British 

Values when deciding on our charity, particularly the value of democracy.  We are really looking 

forward to generating some ideas linked to raising money for our animal adoptions and will 

reveal more in the coming weeks!  

 

In our Geography and Understanding the World learning, we have been developing our 

knowledge of different ways in which we can map the world. We studied globes and atlases, 

comparing the similarities and differences in the information they provide. We 

used our noticing skills to identify different types of terrain based on the 

colours on the globe for e.g. we suggested that the yellow areas of land might 

represent hot and dry climates. In Year 1 we also developed our understanding 

of compasses and direction. We discovered how a compass could be used and 

then labelled a compass diagram.    

 

In our Art and Expressive Arts and 

Design learning, we studied the work 

of Vincent Van Gogh: in particular, his piece named 

Sunflowers. We used our noticing and imitating skills to 

recreate the sunflower artwork using oil pastels. Our 

artwork was all unique and is proudly hanging up in 

our classroom!  
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In our Science and Understanding the World learning, we reinforced our 

knowledge of the different seasons and changed our season’s tree to reflect 

the season. We discussed the season of winter and some of the changes 

which occur, noting the differences between deciduous 

and evergreen trees and the temperatures and weather 

that may be experienced during winter. We then used 

paint to add snow and ice to our seasons tree, it looks 

great.  

 

In our Maths learning in Year 1, we have been 

developing our knowledge of 3D shapes and their properties. We used our 

noticing skills to group shapes in different ways and also used the 3D 

shapes to create patterns and solve reasoning problems. In Nursery and 

Reception, we were exploring the composition of 4 and 5: we used five frames and counters to 

create different number bonds to 4 and 5, linking to the knowledge we began to develop last 

week in our maths too.  

In our Phonics learning in Year 1, we have continued to learn new alternative sounds and have 

also been identifying digraphs/ trigraphs in words. Additionally, we focused on capital letters 

and where and how we use them when writing alongside practising the 

accurate formation of each of the letters of the alphabet. In Reception, we 

have also been learning different alternative sounds and have been 

applying our knowledge of letters and sounds within guided reading 

activities. In Nursery, we have been playing memory games and developing 

our knowledge of different sounds.  

 

In Talk for Writing, we continued to learn the 

story of “Can’t you sleep Little Bear?” and also created story maps 

linked to the storyline. We have decided that we ‘don’t just like this 

story, but that we love it!’ 

 

Finally, we have really enjoyed starting our gymnastics focus in PE 

and have been working hard to practise different balances.  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

This week in our Maths learning, we 

have been learning about tally charts.  

We talked about the reasons people may 

use a tally chart and the benefits. We 

stretched our collaboration muscles as 

we created our very own tally charts.  

Afterwards, we stretched our noticing muscles, looking at our data 

and discussing what we found out. We realised that tally charts 

made it much simpler in order to analyse the data that we collected! 

 

In our Literacy learning this week, we have been continuing read our 

new class book; “The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe”. Despite there 

being some quite challenging 

language within the story at times, we are really enjoying it. We 

have been eager to continue reading rather than stopping at the 

cliffhangers and leaving us in suspense. We have spent some 

time this week recognising the feeling of suspense as a reader as 

we are going to try and develop suspense within our work as 

writers this half term.  We began this week 

with our cold write on a tale of suspense, 

too. 

 

 

 

 

In our 

computing lesson this week, we stretched our noticing 

muscles, finding the difference between text and images 

and recognising that text and images can communicate 

messages.  We then reflected on the advantages and disadvantages 

of using text and images. 

 

In RE this week, we have thinking about aspirational people around us. We have been reflecting 

on what makes them aspirational and reasons we are thankful for all of the wonderful people 

around us and in our lives.  In class we have created a thankful tree and we each wrote on a 

leaf the person we are thankful for and the reasons why! 
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In PE this week, we have 

started our new topic of 

gymnastics. We have 

been literally been 

stretching our muscles as 

we created various 

shapes with our bodies! 

We also stretched our 

collaboration muscles as we 

worked in pairs and small 

groups to achieve this, also. As 

we were so good, we were then 

challenged to create balances 

with our partners; including the 

bunk bed! 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

In Phonics and spelling this week, we have been learning the ‘ey, ee, ea and au’ sounds. We had 

a look at each sound; discussing 

different words with the sound, using 

sound buttons to recognise where the 

sounds were and writing sentences for 

each sound. In Year 2, we persevered 

with our writing and are making good 

progress with our Phonics learning. In Year 3, we have been 

continuing to practise our weekly spellings in class and have enjoyed 

having a go at the ‘Stile’ books and resources to aid our spellings 

learning further; working through the different levels in the books that 

get progressively harder.  
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  This week we have been working very hard in maths, learning about 

division including sharing and grouping. We stretched our learning 

muscles by working out word problems and having to notice what the 

question was asking us to do and decide what the calculation would be. 

As a group, we collaborated to complete 

some example word problems on the board and discuss the 

methods we used to solve them. We will continue to work on 

grouping and sharing and we will be moving onto solving 

harder word problems with more steps, next. 

 In Literacy, we have been carrying on with our study of the 

novel ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ and we have 

created story maps for the introduction to the story. We had to listen carefully to the story to 

remember the finer details to include these in our work. In lessons, we have focused on 

fronted adverbials this week and we wrote some fronted 

adverbial phrases to describe a 

picture from the story. We used 

our imagination to create some 

sentences about the picture of Lucy 

looking into the wardrobe and we 

tried to link our work to the five 

senses. This made our writing 

really interesting and engaging for the reader. As a class, we are now more confident using 

fronted adverbials and we will include them in our own version of the story in the weeks to 

come.  

In Geography this week, we have 

been continuing with our study of 

Europe and - in particular - looking 

at the main mountain ranges of this 

continent. We researched what the 

main mountain ranges are and we 

then used our noticing skills to plot them on the map. It 

was tricky to carefully plot them with accuracy on the 

maps but to achieve the end of the task we had to work together, collaboratively discussing 

where each mountain range went.   



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In our computing learning this 

week, we have started a brand 

new unit focused on learning 

all about audio recording and 

editing. This week, we explored 

a range of different devices that have the ability to record and [play 

audio: this built on our computing learning from last year where we 

learned how to identify different types of sensors, including audio/ sound sensors. Making links 

to our maths learning, we sorted different devices into a Venn diagram and shared examples of 

devices that we have at home, as well as where they would be sorted in this maths tool. 

Following this, we then began to explore how to record audio using a piece of software called 

Audacity, before coming up with some audio recording top 

tips. These included:  

● Having a clear voice 

● Avoiding filler words such as ‘um’ and ‘ah’ 

● Not coughing or sneezing 

● One person speaking at a time  

● No background noise 

● Not playing or fiddling with the microphone or digital device.  

We ended our lesson by exploring the term ‘copyright’ and what 

this means- particularly regarding downloading music from the 

internet. This also linked to our knowledge of British Values and 

the Rule of Law- we were quite surprised as to the possible 

consequence of breaching a digit copyright law, which could be 

up to 5 years imprisonment of a fine of up to £5000!   

 

In our Maths learning this week, we built on our 

fractions re-cap from last Friday by learning how to 

add and subtract a range of fractions. We used a range 

of resources to help us with this learning and made lots 

of links to our understanding of factors and multiples 

from before Christmas. These skills really came in 

handy when we were required to add fractions with 

different denominators, making sure that we found 

equivalent fractions first, as well as converting improper 

fractions to mixed numbers (and vice-versa!). We also 

made sure that we gave each answer in its simplest 

form. In Year 4, we’ve also been adding and subtracting fractions and used Lego, bar models 

and pictorial representations to help us.  
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On Monday, we began our Literacy learning by exploring our model text as a reader and as a 

writer: we are so much more confident in identifying the features that the writer has included, 

as well as inferring the subtleties in the plot. This ultimately reveals more about the character or 

events and we really enjoyed exploring the text at a deeper level. We also stretched our 

collaboration learning muscle to create a ‘shared write’: in this activity, we were tasked with the 

challenge of describing a pen to help us focus on the figurative language that we could use, but 

also when it is more appropriate to be explicit and not overuse description. We later 

demonstrated our understanding by creating our own descriptive 

paragraphs to really explore each type of punctuation and its 

function.  

 

This week, we visited the library in The 

Hub. It was really exciting to see all of 

the books available to borrow and we 

each chose something that we would like to read for pleasure- 

whether that is on our own (alongside our reading books) or with 

an adult if the text was a little more challenging. It was excellent 

to take responsibility for ‘checking out’ the book that we had chosen 

and we can’t wait until our next visit- we also found out that we 

can return our book to any Cumbria County Council library if we 

finish before our next school visit! We also borrowed non-fiction 

texts from our school library to read for pleasure, too!  

 

 

  

Look at the back of the newsletter 

to see what the Cumberland News 

and News and Star said about 

our visit! 
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In PE, we have made excellent progress in our gymnastics 

learning and remembered so many of the moves, stretches and 

shapes! Ric was very 

impressed at how we 

managed to squeeze two 

lessons-worth of learning 

into one, meaning we can 

move on to travels and sequences sooner than planned! 

 

 

 

In our PSHE lesson on 

Friday, we used the data we had collected throughout the week 

(as part of our home-learning) to explore if there was any 

correlation between the activities we did how it made us feel. 

We identified the best days (in terms of wellbeing) and the 

worst (if any!) and explored why that was: whether it was 

due to the food we ate, exercise we did or the time spent on 

digital devices. We made links to our 

maths lessons too, by calculating a fraction for each activity. For 

example, some of us exercised for five sevenths of the week, whereas 

some of us played on digital devices for three sevenths of the week. 

From our calculations and reflections, we were able to set ourselves a 

wellbeing target for next week. 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday, we carried on with our science 

topic of evolution and inheritance. It’s a tricky 

topic to get to grips with so we took some time 

looking at our own characteristics and then 

identified which ones were inherited and 

which were acquired. We learned that all 

living organisms produce offspring of the same 

kind, but normally 

offspring vary and are 

not identical to their parents.  We learned that this is called variation. 

Next, we applied what we’d learned so far to dogs. We noticed that, 

although all domestic dogs are the same species, they all have very 

different characteristics. We explored this further my choosing two 

different dogs, noting their 

characteristics and then 

working out what 

variation could occur if 

they were to have puppies. 

It was great fun ‘designing’ our puppy variations 

using all the possible inheritable characteristics! 

 

On Thursday, we started our new geography 

topic on trade and tourism. First, we applied our 

learning from last term about land use patterns 

across the UK to the whole world. We looked carefully at a rendered map 

of the world at night created out of satellite images. We noticed how the 

patterns we spotted in the UK are also seen across the world, with most 

major towns and cities being on the coast or rivers, on low land and the 

vast majority of the world’s population lives in the climate zones 

between the Tropic of Cancer and the Arctic Circle 

in the Northern 

Hemisphere. We 

deduced that this could 

be for a few reasons. We noted that the climate 

in that region is best for growing most types of 

food, that it would be easier to survive if it’s 

not too hot or too cold. We also spotted that 

there were large areas of land with no lights. 

We made links to our biomes learning last year 

and noticed that these areas were mostly deserts or mountainous – both of 
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which are not suitable places for lots of people to live.  Next, we began to look at international 

trade. We learned what the terms import and export mean and talked about why countries might 

trade food with each other. This led us to looking at the everyday foods we eat and whether 

these foods would be from the UK or imported from somewhere else. Mrs Arnold brought a 

shopping bag full of different foods and we had to sort out which were produced in the UK and 

which were imported. We were 

surprised to learn that only a few 

items were grown in the UK. Finally, 

we used our atlases to locate all the 

countries where each food item came 

from in the world and labelled them 

on our own world maps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn over to see our latest newspaper appearance! 
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Cumberland News 

News and Star 


