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Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception)

In our maths in Nursery this week , we have been
developi ng our knowledge of measurement; focusing
on mass this week. We focused on
the mathematical language of heavy
and light and used this to compare
& different objects using weighing : :

"€t scales. It was interesting to make predictions and then testing our ideas. We

were also interested in creating balanced scales, which was tricky as it

involved us using our noticing skills to really carefully add objects in order to
make them balance .In maths in Reception , we have been exploring more than

A and fewer than, using objects and number tracks to support our understanding.
~ We have also been exploring maps and using directional language. We had

great fun creating our own maps for the story of the Gruffalo , too!

In our phonics learning in Reception this week , we have continued to learn about adjacent
consonants, focusing specifically on CCVCC words. We have also been securing our knowledge of

upper and lower case letters, playing matching and
sorting games. In phonics in Nursery , we have been
exploring syllables and developing our letter

recognition skills in lots of different ways. We have

- also been working on our muscle development and

fine motor skills to support us in our mark making.
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In our Talk for Writing learning focusing

on Jack and the Beanstalk , we created
some wonderful artwork and simile

poems ready to enter into the flower

show competition. In Nursery  , we
focused on the beanstalk, using oil

pastels and different shades of green to
create our twisting beanstalks. In Reception , We also
created s ome beanstalk artwork and then used our
imagining skills to create similes about the beanstalk.

The finished poems are fantastic!

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)

In our art and expressive arts and design learning , we

continued to create sea scapes inspired by the work of Monet. This week

we created some brilliant artwork using oil pastels . they looked amazing
and it has been lots of fun exploring different artistic mediums. In Year 1 ,
we also created some similes linked to the sea to enter i nto the flower

show.

In our RE and understanding the world learning we continued to learn
about the sacred text the Guru Granth Sahib within the religion of Sikhism. We listened to some

religious stories from the Guru Granth Sahib, making links about the i mportance of kindness to
all and respecting everyone. We also talked about the act of giving to others and how donating

to charity is an important part of many religions.

LinkedtoourRElearning ,uc _jgm f b _ " pgjjg_Ilr tgggr rm msp |
with Class 2. We enjoyed spotting some of the different parts of the church which we have

learnt about during RE and sharing our knowledge with Reverend Johnson too. We also enjoyed

looking at and
learning about the
labyrinth that has
been created by local
schools - the artwork
was fantastic. It was
so wonderful to
immerse ourselves in
our learning by

visiting in person.
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InClass1and 2 , we ha d a brilliant time on our trip to Tynemouth. We travelled on a bus to
Tynemouth lighthouse, walking out to reach the lighthouse and take a closer look. It was huge
and we

spotted lots

of other

lighthouses

in the

distance too!

It was great

to see the
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lightho use and make links to our learning about Grace Darling.

We then travelled to the aquarium, exploring lots of different
exhibits with some amazing sea creatures. We saw seals, a variety
of fish, lobsters, starfish, sharks and turtles
to name only a few! We also had the
opportunity to learn all about rock pools i na
workshop. We learnt about some of the

creatures that you might find in a rock pool

and some of the adaptations animals have to

live in this habitat. We were even lucky
enough to have the opportunity to gently
touch a starfish and sea urchin, it was re ally
fun! We learnt some brilliant facts and make lots of links to our learning in
school, particularly our science learning about
animals. We even learnt that lobsters have an exoskeleton and grow

and shed their shells as they grow bigger. We had a look a nd a feel of
a lobster exoskeleton, it was really interesting!
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)

This week we travelled with  Class 1 to Farlam Church
where we looked at - and travelled through - a labyrinth
created by local church schools. We made the journey
through the labyrinth, thinking about a
special wish  we had, then placed our
special wish into the centre of the
labyrinth and continued to travel
' through it. Reverend Johnsen told us about p ilgrimage and making a special
journey, which is like travelling through the labyrinth. We also spent time

looking at and drawing the various features of the church, which we have

been learning about during our RE lessons in school. It was fabulous to be

able to take our learning out of the classroom!

In our maths learning this week , we have been learnin g about position and

direction: we played games which involved
turning and ma  king the correct turns which
@ was great fun and really helped to embed our
® understanding!

-

= 4 We have also been very busy producing our
poems for the Flower S how. Inspired by our science learning and
visit to Tynemouth, we have been using alliteration and similes to help us to describe the
seaside. We have also been busy applying our  art skills by using watercolour paint to decorate
them.
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)

What a busy end to the term in Class 3! This week, we have been
working hard to finish writing up our latest hot write stories for the
village Flower Show: some of which are four
pages long! These stories are based on our
literacy learning over the last few weeks,
focusing on a climate change event and the
impact that it has. We hope that you will
enjoy reading them.

In our maths learning this week, we have
been working hard to comp[lete our learning
for the year. In Year 4, we have been

learning all about statistics and have enjoyed applying our outdoor

maths learning from earlier in the year to create and interpret line

graphs. In Year 5, we enjoyed a messy lesson to finish off our
capacity unit, by estimating and then measuring the capacity of a

and needed to stretch our making links learning muscle to ens ure that
our estimates were as accurate as they could be. Finally, in Year 6,

we completed our learning bases on wages and salaries. We had

come incredibly complex questions to work out, with many, many

steps. Here is one example - can you work out just how many steps
and mathematical operations we had to use?

Annie earns £13.50 per hour.
She works 35 hours per week for 47 weeks in a year.
Income tax is not paid on the first £12,570 of her annual pay.
Calcul ate Anni eds -homempayhl v t ake

To complete our music learning this term, we have been continuing our glockenspiel unit by

playing a few pieces of music with the notes D, E and F. We had to make sure that we were

reading the musical notation carefully, as well as which note we were meant to be play ing! It
was sounding great and we were sad that we had to stop playing at the end of the lesson!
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In our design and technology learning this
week, we finished our Victorian Vehicles!
| § Having spent the first part of the lesson

‘ finishing our designs and making sure
.4 everything was securely attached, we then set
about attaching our circuits and pulleys which
was quite frustrating! We each came up with
inventive ways of housing the motor but we
' quickly worked out that the battery packs
s ! would be too heavy - or in some cases, too

big - for our cars, so we would need to hold them. Then came the
extremely frustrating part... getting them
to move! Whether it was the elastic band
slipping, or our wheels catching, there was
pa at least one challenge to overcome ineac  h
2 , group and - although not every car

5\..’ , managed to move - we all successfully met

each element of our  success criteria . We are
incredibly proud of our cars and the
learning journey that we had to take to

- ST oS

et

This week in our computing learning, we have been using Scratch to create games that include
variables and score counters. We all really enjoyed working in pairs to create each step and then
test out the games that we had we created.




Learning From Each Other & Building Successful Learners www.hallbankgate.org.uk

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)

On Wednesday in Class 3 , we continued
with our  science learning about forces:

this week we looked at water resistance.

We were able to remember and apply

uf _r wuc?b jc_plcb j _qgr
resistance to the principles of streamlini ng
for movement through water. We looked

at a video of a racing trimaran and identified the features designed

to reduce water resistance. Next , we used plasticine to explore

, different shapes and how quickly they move
,"»/ through water. We challenged ourselves to make the fastest shape (thin
4 and pointy!) and were able to explain why this shape fell faster

through the water than others. This led us to making links to many

other objects that have to move through water and their designs. Next

we learned about upthr  ust and how the more water displaced by an
object the more upthrust there is. With this in mind , We designed an
investigation to either prove or disprove the
statement: the same piece of plasticine can

sink and float. Just as we did last week,

we each wrot e a hypothesis and defined our
variables before testing it out in the water

tray. Although, it was tricky to make the

plasticine float, we continued to develop and
revise the shape of our plasticine until we

k _bc gr djm_r, Sqggle uf
comparisons between shapes , we were able

wfa

to write a conclusion explaining why the
different shapes floated or sank.

This week , we also finished our Lowry inspired paintings and had our
final swimming lesson of the year. We have all made so much progress
from the start of our 10 sessions! There was a lot of jumping in and
water gymnastics as we were put through our paces with some fun
activities and challenges!
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Sports Day
Thank you so much to everyone for joining us for Sports Day - it was lovely to see so many

parents and family members there to support us. A huge well done to everyone for showing
excellent collaboration, support and kindness towards one another... as well as showing all of
your sporting skills.
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Community Fete - 8" July 2023

Thank you so much to each and every one of you who supported our Community Fete in one
way or another. It was lovely to see everyone and to share our fantastic learning environment
with so many people. Once costs were taken off and Church and WI funds given out , we raised

an amazing £1,150.74. What an achievement! Remember , all of these funds go towards the

cost of providing things that mainstream funding is not allowed to pay for, such as school trips

and transport. We have not had to ask p arents for contributions towards any school trips for a
number of years, and that is primarily due to the fundraising efforts of our brilliant Parent and

Friends Association. So , a special thanks to the PFA for all of their hard work - not just on
Saturda y but in their continuing fundraising efforts for the school.

. ‘ Thank you! ‘ .
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Music concert

On Wednesday, we held a musical concert to showcase our

extra - curricular music lessons from this term. We had three
excellent pieces from Recorder Club, a whole - school,
performance of our school song (complete with Year 6
playing steel pans!) and a range o f pieces on guitar and
keyboard. A huge thank you to Ben Draper, Mrs Arnold

and Miss Hutton for providing these exciting learning
opportunities and to all children and parents for lots of dedication,

support and rehearsal.

www.hallbankgate.org.uk
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WOW! What an amazing  year of wonderful learning!

We hope you all have an enjoyable, restful summer break and we look

forward to seeing you back in school on Wednesday 6 " September 20 22 .

GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK, YEAR 6!
We will really, really miss you!
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School Tea Towels and Bags

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags have arrived, just in
time for the Community Fete this Saturday! We are so pleased

with our lovely designs. They will be available for sale at the
Fete, but also anytime after that in school. If you wou Id like
to order one, please drop a message on the Scholarpack app. ' 4
Tea towels £3. 50 Bags £5.00 b
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Summer Reading Challenge
2023

Summer Reading Challenge 2023

Gr2qg Qskkcp Pc_bgle

in!
clofelln Presented by The Reading Agency.
Delivered in partnership with libraries.

This year the theme is Ready, Set,
Read!

So, join us as we get into reading, get
active and enjoy a whole new Summer

Reading Challenge.

For more information visit: your | NSPIRWG | i
Y 208 | A | READING

Ilustrations by Loretta Schaver and logo artwork by Lizzie Everard. All © The Reading Agency 2023,

The Reading Agency Summer Reading
Challenge website

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/



https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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Cumberland Libraries Summer Reading Challenge

https://legacy.cumberland.gov.uk/libraries/summerread.asp

Signing up is free, you just need to be a library member (which is also free N

The Challenge is simple; read whatever you like over the summer holidays to receive

incentives and a certificate once you have completed the Challenge. You can read fiction,

fact books, poetry, joke books, picture books or graphic novels. Audiobooks an d eBooks
can also be used to complete the Challenge and Cumberland Libraries Borrowbox service

is a great way to get free access to eBooks and eAudiobooks.

The Summer Reading Challenge begins on 15 ™ July and ends in the middle of September,
so there is plenty of time over the summer to borrow and read 6 books and come into the
library to tell us what you have read. You can also access extra content online at the

Summer Reading Challenge website, and make

sure to check out Cumberland Libraries

Facebook pa ges for activities both online and

in the library.

All completers of the Challenge will be entered into a prize draw for a Kindle eReader
generously provided by the Cumberland Building Society.
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