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Learners of the Week: Amos, Lydia and Arthur 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  218    Helvellyn  241   Blencathra  213 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception)  

 

In our maths learning in Reception, we 

have continued to develop our grouping 

and sharing skills this week. We have 

been working on creating equal groups 

and also making the link between 

doubles and grouping. In maths in Nursery, we have been developing our counting skills to 10. 

We have been working on counting aloud and counting with accurate 1:1 correspondence when 

counting. 

 

In our phonics learning in Nursery, 

we have been matching noisy pairs 

pictures together and have also been 

matching sounds together. We have 

also been practising filling in the 

repeated phrases in familiar stories to 

support us with our storytelling skills. 

In our phonics learning in Reception, 

we have been continuing to develop our understanding of polysyllabic words and identification 

of adjacent consonants. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we have been exploring the story of Owl Babies further - this 

week creating story maps to support our retelling. We began by creating a collaborative story 

map to detail the story and then 

created our own versions, they looked 

brilliant! We then enjoyed using our 

story maps to retell the story. 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we 

continued to learn about animal groups, this week 

focusing on reptiles. We compared the difference between 

mammals and reptiles and also looked at some examples 

of reptiles. 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning we continued to learn about pilgrimages. This 

week we focused on the pilgrimage to Jerusalem linked to the religion of Judaism. 

In our design technology and expressive arts and design learning we created paper patterns 

based on the animal toy designs we made last week.  

 

We had to carefully consider how big we wanted our 

toys to be whilst making sure the pattern was going to 

work for us when sewing. We are looking forward to 

beginning to sew next week! 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

We’ve had a really busy end to the week with lots of collaborative learning with some of Class 

3. On Thursday, we all put our science learning into action as we spent some time gardening in 

the wildlife garden and vegetable garden. Having had so many plants generously donated by 

School House Exotic Plants in Greenhead and having had the help of Tarn Road Nurseries in 

Brampton to select some new fruit bushes, we had lots of planting to do! We planted 

blackberries, currants, blueberries and gooseberries, as well as squash, courgette, pumpkins and 

sweetcorn! We also planted the shallots that we had used in our science learning before half 

term. The vegetable garden is looking great! 

 

In our literacy learning, we have been working hard to learn all about pronouns – relative 

pronouns to be exact! Using strips of paper to help us understand the different clauses and 

elements, we had lots of fun creating complex sentences about the Iron Man, Hogarth and the 

villagers. We then put our learning from the whole week together in a short-burst paragraph. We 

enjoyed sharing these on the Storyteller’s Stool at the end of the day, too! 
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In our music learning, we have 

continued to learn how to play the 

glockenspiels. This week, we 

recapped our ‘Easy E’ piece from 

last week, before moving on to a 

new tune.  

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

This week in our Year 1 maths learning, we have been describing 

position using left and right. We had to work out where the 

shape was moving to and draw the new position of the shape. 

In Year 2, we have been telling the time to the hour. We recapped 

the difference between the ‘past’ and ‘to’ side of the clock. We had 

to work out the times 

on the clocks, draw the 

hands on the clocks to 

match the times and complete word problems involving 

time to the hour. As a group, we noticed that it was 

really important to not get the lengths of the hour and 

minute hands mixed up. We had to make sure to draw 

the hour hand short and the minute hand longer. In 

Year 3 in our maths lessons, we have been continuing 

our learning all 

about fractions 

and we focused on calculating fractions of amounts such 

as; 7/8 of 400. This was tricky so we had to persevere 

hard to first of all work out what 1/8 of 400 (how many 

8s go into 400) and then multiply our answer by 7 to get 

7 eighths.  

 

 

  

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

In our spellings this week in Year 1, we have been writing the common exception words into 

sentences. We focused on creating sentences using the words; the, do, to, was, push and pull. In 

Year 2, we focused on the spelling rule ‘drop the e and add ed’ to change the words to the past 

tense. The words we 

focused on were; 

baked, scored, lived, 

loved, cared, joked, 

argued and rescued.   

  

 

During our history 

lesson this week, we 

learnt all about William Shakespeare. We discovered who he was, 

what he achieved, all about his life and why he is a significant 

person in history. Gathering all of the sources of information 

together, we wrote a short piece of writing about William 

Shakespeare.  

 

 

This week during our phonics learning, we have been 

looking at the spelling rule ‘add ly’ to the end of the 

word. We explored root words such as; careful, 

playful and beautiful then we added the ‘ly’ to them to 

create new words. We have also been exploring the 

spelling rules for adding l, ll and le to words. We 

learnt that if the sound is at the start of the word then 

it requires an ‘l’ for example; light has the sound at the 

start of the 

word. If the sound is after a vowel (a, e, I, o or u) 

then we add the double ‘ll’ like the word bell. If the 

sound is after a consonant then we add an ‘le’ like the 

word table.   
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Class 3, we started the week with lots of literacy! Focusing on relative clauses, subordinating 

conjunctions and accurate punctuation, we’ve all experimented with different ways of including 

more information in our Elizabeth I biographies. We also had some Year 6 teachers visit us to 

look at our Year 6 writing this week and they were particularly impressed with the range of 

writing, punctuation and breadth of what we do in literacy!   

 

On Monday, we were joined in Year 5 and 6 by PC Humes and her colleague to talk to us about 

online safety. They talked to us about the dangers of sending inappropriate messages and 

images and the impact that this could have, as well as the age ratings and risk associated with 

having apps that we aren’t old enough for.  

 

In PE, we’ve had a busy week making final preparations for Sports Day. This week, we practised 

the last few events (including the long run) and how to score each of the events. Our Year 6 

Sports Leaders did an excellent job and are looking forward to taking on this responsibility on 

the day. 

 

 

Class 3 News Mrs Arnold 

 

We’ve had a busy week this week with lots of activities going on in and out of school. In Year 6, 

we spent Thursday morning trying out different subjects at William Howard. We had a fabulous 

time trying new things and taking on challenges with our new teachers and friends from other 

schools. In Year 4, we’ve all shown what we know in our multiplication check on Wednesday 

and we’ve all enjoyed wearing non-school uniform on Friday.  

 

In our swimming lessons this week, we completed our lessons wearing 

clothes. This allowed us to feel what it is like to fall into water 

clothed and learn how we can help ourselves stay safe if we do. The 

clothes felt very heavy and made it difficult to swim, so we practised floating on our backs and 

shouting for help.  
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It has been Hot Write week in our literacy lessons. We’ve been bringing 

together all our brilliant writing skills to write interesting and engaging 

biographies about the life and reign on Queen Elizabeth I. We’ve had to 

work hard to bring together our history knowledge and our knowledge 

of text types to structure our biographies and chose the appropriate 

grammar, tone and language devices.  

 

We’ve been orologists (ask us what this means!) 

in our geography learning this week. We looked 

at the 4 main types of mountains and how they form. By recapping our 

knowledge about the Earth’s crust and plate tectonics, we were able to 

understand and explain the processes that form mountain ranges across 

the globe.  

 

 

Gardening 

We’d like to say a HUGE thank you to School 

House Exotic Plants for their incredibly generous 

donation of plants to our wildlife garden and 

vegetable garden! We have had lots of fun 

planting them and can’t wait to taste them. If 

you’re on the A69, take a look at School House 

Exotic Plants’ honesty stall- there are some lovely 

plants for sale! 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

A huge thank you for all of the chocolate donations sent in 

for our Summer Fete! We can’t wait to try and win them on the 

chocolate raffle!  
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