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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  99    Helvellyn  107     Blencathra  92   

 

Class 1 News 

 

We have had a brilliant week in Class 1 this week! Linked to our 

science learning about plants and trees, we had a go at applying 

our knowledge practically. We recapped our understanding of what 

plants need to grow and then used our 

noticing skills to look closely at different 

seeds. After comparing the similarities and 

differences with the seeds, we then got to do 

something fun...planting! We each had a go 

at planting cress seeds and different 

wildflower seeds - including scabious and 

teasel -which we will plant in the wildlife 

garden once germinated. We are looking 

forward to watching the seeds grow and 

develop. We also decided to conduct a 

scientific investigation around how different 

variables affect the growth of plants. Changing only one variable in 

each investigation, we are going to explore temperature, light and 

the volume of water used. We will update you on our investigation, 

soon! 

 

In RE, we learnt about the Islamic festival of Eid which is taking 

place this week. We discovered information about Ramadan and 

how Muslims prepare for the celebration of Eid. 

We watched a video about Ramadan and Eid 

and shared questions and ideas.  
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In art, we built on our learning around primary and secondary colours last week when we 

created colour wheels. This week, we were focusing on tint 

and shade and explored how we could add white or black to 

a primary colour to create different variations. It was really 

interesting and the finished variations of colour looked 

brilliant!  

 

In maths in Year 1 this week, we have 

been learning about halves and 

quarters. We created halves and 

quarters using playdough and built 

on our learning around sharing and 

grouping from last week when 

considering halves and quarters 

linked to groups of objects. In maths in Reception and Nursery we 

have been finding missing numbers on a number line and have also 

been reinforcing our subitising skills when identifying the number of 

spots on a dice. 

 

Class 2 News 

 

In our Maths 

learning this week, 

we ventured 

outdoors to stretch 

our collaboration 

muscles and our 

knowledge of position and direction by working together to direct 

each other around the playground. We had to stretch our 

planning muscles in order to make sure that our class mates got 

to their destinations safely. 

 

Later in the week, we began learning how to tell the time.  We worked hard to show the 

different times on our new class clocks and then worked with a partner to write the time 

successfully.  This was 
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challenging because we had to remember the difference between the 

minute hand and the hour hand.   

 

In our Literacy learning this week, we have been stretching our 

noticing, questioning and imagining muscles in order to write about 

different story settings.  We tried really hard to use adjectives, 

similes and alliteration to write about the settings and used our 

senses to explain what we might feel, touch, smell, taste, see and 

hear in order to make our writing super exciting! Some of the results were great: 

“Suddenly, Livy realised that she was in a forest, a spooky and gloomy forest.”  April 

“Slowly, the boy stepped into the woods. He had heard stories about travellers that had gone 

into the woods but had never came back.  The woods sent a shiver down the boy’s spine as he 

crept further into the woods.” James 

“The boy had reached the forest of dread, all who entered were never found. The boy hesitated 

but crept onward.” Ezra 

“Suddenly, Monty tiptoed through the wet woods and heard a witches voice, but Monty didn’t 

believe in witches.” Chloe 

 

In our History learning this week, we have been continuing our 

learning as part of our topic of ‘Fighting for Freedom’ and we have 

been learning about Martin Luther King.  We have been stretching 

our imagining muscles to imagine what life 

was like and how people might have felt.   

 

In Geography this week, we have been 

stretching many of our learning muscles: first, we stretched our 

collaborating learning muscles as we worked with a partner or small group 

to research the Suez Canal. This also developed links with our computing 

learning as we used laptops to research the information that we needed to 

find out.  We then stretched our planning 

and listening muscles as we planned a 

short presentation with our groups to 

feedback to our class what we had learnt. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

Class 3 News 

 

On Monday, we were lucky enough to be joined (virtually) by Beth 

from PPM Limited (our partner business for Bright Stars). We shared 

our Bright Stars progress so far and then 

asked her lots of questions about her role and 

her attitude to learning and work. We 

asked her how she got into her role, as 

well as what she likes about her job, 

what she finds challenging and what 

she does if she feels like giving up. After answering all of 

our questions, she told us that she was very impressed with 

our questions for John Stevenson (MP) and that our project 

sounds like it will really benefit 

our school community.   

 

As part of our Bright Stars project this week, we really impressed 

Miss Hutton by working together to write job descriptions for the 

roles that we created last week. We thought carefully about the 

Building Learning Power muscles that we would be stretching 

(and how we can develop our skills as leaders), as well as the 

wider curriculum links and skills that we could use. In these 

job descriptions, we made links to maths, literacy, history, 

computing and art and design, as well as the interpersonal 

skills that we would need, giving examples of how we show 

and apply these skills.  We are looking forward to being 

interviewed for these roles (just like getting a real job!) and 

making a start on the tasks that we have created.   

 

In our French learning this week, we have 

been applying our knowledge of family 

members, names, ages and numbers to 

describe siblings, friends and ourselves. 

Working in pairs, we asked how old each 

person was (making sure that we used the correct masculine and 

feminine forms), before answering these questions in full sentences: we then wrote scripts of 

our conversations (including the English translation to prove and show our understanding) and 

practised them! After that, we counted candles on illustrations of birthday cakes to apply these 

skills in a different format. We are really enjoying being able to make links between all of our 

new learning and it is definitely one of our favourite lessons!   
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In PE this week, we have been learning how to play rounders; applying 

our throwing and catching fielding skills 

and learning team tactics- especially the 

idea that it is much quicker to accurately 

throw the ball to someone, rather than try 

and out-run the person batting! This 

week, we used cricket bats but will move on to rounders bats in 

the next few lessons. We had a superb lesson on Tuesday- Ric 

was so impressed with our progress, enthusiasm and 

sportsmanship.  

 

On Wednesday, we took advantage of a clear spell in the 

weather and we took our music lesson outside! This week, 

we revised and consolidated our learning so far, practising 

playing paradiddles and different rhythms to create an 

ensemble piece. We added 

dynamics to our performance 

piece, too, by playing some 

rhythms quietly or marking out the beat as part of the rhythm. It is 

quite difficult to stay in time with each other and co-ordinate 

which hand plays which part of the djembe but we are definitely 

making lots of progress.   

 

In our maths learning this week, we have 

been working really hard to apply our knowledge 

of area and perimeter by completing Orla’s learning 

challenges. In Year 6, we have been making links to 

written methods for division and, in Year 5, we 

have been making links to our knowledge of square 

numbers. In Year 4, we have been working hard to 

link area and perimeter to real-life scenarios and have enjoyed our 

practical learning activities- particularly covering objects in Post-it notes 

to calculate the area of different shapes!   
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On Friday, we became Hallbankgate Historians and 

used a range of sources to develop an understanding 

of how our school has changed in the last 200 years. 

We started our morning by looking at old plans of the 

inside of our school, trying to match them up with the 

features that still remain. After noticing these features 

- and identifying how and why they might have 

changed over time- we began to stretch our 

collaboration learning muscle by working in groups to 

research different periods and 

events in history. We used primary 

sources of evidence (like school log 

books, maps and photographs) as 

well as secondary sources like 

books, old local directories and old 

parish magazines. We were 

fascinated by our discoveries and 

made lots of links to maths (by 

sequencing things in chronological order), geography (by 

exploring maps of our local area) and, of course, history (by 

spotting patterns, working chronologically and making links to 

events in world history). We also researched key local and 

world historical events, such as the sinking of the Titanic 

(and local engineer, Joseph Bell), Stevenson’s Rocket and Lord 

Carlisle’s Railway, World War 1 (and the roll of honour linked 

to our school), World War 2 and log book entries about 

evacuees and all of the different monarchs over the last 200 years.  
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Collective Worship 

 

On Monday, our collective worship helped us to think about 

the role of sport in our everyday lives and how we can be 

inspired to push ourselves out of our comfort zones and the 

impact that our actions can have on other people. We talked 

about the recent ‘Super 6’ football news and the impact that 

this would have on the players and fans: this helped us 

learn about our choices and individual liberty.  On Tuesday, 

our collective worship focused on kindness. We watched a 

short video that showed us how making one simple kind gesture could cheer up someone’s day- 

possibly meaning that they will pass on that kind gesture too! Miss 

Hepworth was really impressed with how many of us had been holding 

doors open, or wishing our friends and teachers a lovely day, over the 

last week too!  

 
 

After School Clubs 

 

We have continued to practice our tennis skills 

with Ric this week and we are really enjoying 

the success that we are having: our rallies are getting longer and we are developing more 

accuracy in our game. In gardening club, we have made excellent progress in the wildlife 

garden and have now covered our paths with wood chip and removed lots of the unwanted 

weeds. We have also sown lots of wildflower seeds to hopefully attract lots of wildlife. In the 

vegetable garden, we have been making links to our times tables and arrays when planting 

seeds and- having prepared the beds last week- we have planted our potatoes and onion sets. 

On Thursday, Class 3 began a gymnastics club, too: we really enjoyed using some of our new 

apparatus and exploring different moves and landings.  

 


