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What a brilliant start we have had to our new school year! This term, we welcome Jenson, 

Adam and Rory into Nursery, Ruby into Class 1 and Scarlett and Finn into Class 2. We hope 

they continue to enjoy their learning journeys here at Hallbankgate. 

 

In Class 2, we have been stretching our maths learning in lots of other curriculum areas this 

week. In art, we have experimented with measuring in 1cm and 0.5cm intervals, as well as 

90degree turns, to create and draw ‘curves of pursuit’. We have also been learning about the 

radius and diameter of circles; imitating a famous piece of art by Kandinsky.  In our outdoor 

maths learning challenge, we made potions from natural materials; recording the ratio of each 

part and determining how these would change if the 

recipe was scaled up or down. This learning is in 

preparation for the Community Fete being held in school 

on 22
nd

 September, where we will sell juice that is made 

with the most popular ratio of squash:water.  

 

In Class 1 and Early Years, Orla needed our help in our 

maths outdoor challenge. We used our hands, feet, 

whole bodies and arms and legs to measure various 

objects outdoors and reasoned why some people would 

have different answers, even though they had measured 

the same objects. 

 

In Year 5 and 6, our key text this term is “The Hobbit”. It was a little bit 

of a mystery at first, as Miss Hutton only gave us photographs and 

illustrations to try and work out what the 

book was. The last clue was the book, 

except it was wrapped up and the title 

written in runes!  In our reading so far, 

we have met Bilbo and Gandalf and have 

followed Bilbo on the first part of his 

unexpected adventure. We have started 

learning our model text and have enjoyed 

exploring how characters can be 

described.  

 

We have started our weekly guitar lessons in Year 5 and 6 this week- we all really enjoyed our 

first lesson! 
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Huge congratulations to everyone for their entries into the Village Flower Show: we received two 

thank you letters from members of the Village Hall Committee, commending us on our 

outstanding effort and hard work. All children who entered pieces of writing received Highly 

Commended certificates- the first time certificates have been awarded - because the standard of 

writing was so high! Here are two little snippets of the letters we received: 

 

“I have been judging the Children’s classes at Hallbankgate Flower Show for at least twelve 

years and thought the writing entries for ‘Tell us a story!’ were the best I have ever seen in 

all that time.  Not only was the content of the writing of a very high standard, but also 

each story was beautifully presented.” Nancy Priest 

 

“The display was colourful and the stories were interesting. It was also enjoyed by our 

visitors and is a credit to the school.” Jenny Ritson, Village Hall Committee. 

 

 
In Class 1 we have had lots of fun learning our new story, 

“The Gingerbread Man”. We followed a trail of gingerbread 

biscuits around the school and we have made great progress 

learning the story off by heart. In maths, we have been 

using lots of resources to help our knowledge of place value 

and ordering. This picture shows Granny rolling out her 

gingerbread. 

 

In Literacy lessons, Year 3 and 4 have been learning about 

“The Iron Man” by Ted Hughes. We have started to learn about this style of writing, and are 

beginning to memorise an example story of a hero who defeats a monster. Our Maths lessons 

have been fun, and we have been learning number value in larger numbers. We have used 

dice, blocks and counters to show different ways to represent number digits.  

 

Early Years  

 

We have had a fantastic start to the year in Early Years and have really 

enjoyed exploring our new learning environment and settling back into 

school! We have had lots of fun playing outside 

making potions, building water runs and using 

our imagining skills to generate stories. We have 

also been learning the story of “Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears” and created some brilliant story maps 

to help us when we are retelling the story.  We 

even tried acting out the story, taking on the role 

of different characters.  
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In our topic of “Under the Sea” we have 

started to develop our knowledge of sea 

creatures and their habitats. We have been 

fascinated when looking at pictures and 

videos and when playing with some toy sea creatures 

in our water tray. As part of our learning we are 

creating jellyfish using felt and stuffing which we will 

then sew to create the body.  Eventually we will add 

some tentacles and other features. We cannot wait to finish them they are 

going to look great! Developing our sewing skills has also 

been brilliant in supporting us to persevere and develop 

our co-ordination and fine motor skills.  

 

 

Nursery and Reception (with a little help from Alexa) had a great time 

making some apple crumble using the apples from Zach’s tree. We began by 

picking the apples and then peeling and chopping 

them. It was rather tricky and we really had to 

focus to make sure we were 

carefully using the equipment. 

We then began mixing up our 

crumble topping and added this 

to our apple filling, ready to 

cook. It was delicious! 

 

 

 

 

We would also like to say 

a huge thank you to Andy 

(Rowan, Bailey & Willow’s 

Dad) for our wonderful 

logs and log slices! We 

have had a brilliant time 

balancing on them and 

searching underneath them 

for mini-beasts.  We can’t 

wait to use them for 

storytelling and outdoor 

activities. From everyone 

at Hallbankgate School - 

thank you!!  


