
 

Week beginning 10
th

 October 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Max, Jenson and Evangeline 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  36    Helvellyn  34     Blencathra  31 

 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we have been 

focusing on our segmenting and blending skills. We have applied the 

skills within a range of different activities, using our listening skills 

to support us when blending to create words and when listening for 

the different sounds used to make up a word. We practised matching 

pictures to their initial letters and also using letter cards to support us 

when forming different CVC words. In our phonics learning in Nursery, 

we have been developing our listening skills through a range of 

different activities in both our indoor and outdoor learning 

environments. In the outdoor learning environment, we used our 

listening skills to determine whether the sound created followed a fast 

or slow rhythm and then imitated this using our own movements. We 

also played hide and seek, searching for different animals hidden 

around the outdoor area. Once we had found an animal we had to 

create the animal sound to alert our friends to our discovery. 

 

In our maths learning in both nursery and reception, we have continued 

to develop her knowledge of grouping and sorting. We have expanded 

our understanding this week by focusing on identifying more fewer and 

equal to when describing a group of objects. We explored these concepts 

through a range of different resources and games, 

using strategies to ensure that we had carefully 

and accurately counted and described a number of 

objects. In Reception we have also been expanding 

our core knowledge of the numbers one, two, three and four. We have 

learnt how each of these numbers is made up of ones and have been 

learning about the different arrangements in order to create these 

numbers. For example three add one equals four however four is also 

formed by adding two and two together or using four ones together. 
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We also had a brilliant time visiting 

the Hallbankgate hub library in 

Class One this week. We enjoyed 

listening to a story and exploring 

the variety of books on offer within 

the hub library and were very 

excited about choosing our own 

book to take away with us to share 

with our family 

and friends. We 

cannot wait for 

our next 

adventure to the 

library! 

 

 

 

Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

In our our RE and understanding the world learning this week, we have been focusing on 

the festival of Diwali. We looked at images and videos linked to the festival, asking and 

answering questions to further our understanding. We then had the 

opportunity to create our own diya lamps using salt dough. We had to 

carefully use our hands to manipulate and shape the diya to accurately 

represent images that we were shown. Next week, we look forward to 

decorating them to represent the colour and vibrancy of this festival. 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this week, we have 

continued to develop our understanding of the human body. We focused 

on the five senses learning about what each senses 

does and how they help us to explore the world around us. We then 

completed an activity link to each of our five 

senses. Linked to the sense of sight, we played a 

matching game which required us to carefully 

match pictures together but also required us to use 

our memory and problem-solving skills to remember 

where certain pictures were placed. Linked to our 

sense of touch, we used our hands to explore 

different textures using descriptive language to 

describe the feelings we were experiencing. Linked 

to our smell and taste, we investigated different fruits, closing our eyes to fully immerse 
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ourselves in the smell and taste of the fruits without using our sense of sight. Finally, linked 

to our sense of hearing, we carefully had to listen to determine which instrument was being 

played. It was great to have the opportunity to explore our senses in such a practical and 

fun way! 

 

In our history and understanding the world learning, we have continued to develop our 

understanding of the moon landings, particularly focusing on the role that Neil Armstrong 

played and the legacy that he left behind. 

 

In our outdoor maths learning last week, we went on a 

shape hunt around our outdoor learning environment. 

We selected a 2-D shape and then went to go and try 

and find our chosen shape. It was a great way to 

explore shape but also discover some really creative 

examples of different shapes in use. 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning, we 

have focused on the work of Van Gogh in his artwork A Starry Night. We 

looked at the different colours and techniques used by Van Gogh and this week focused on 

creating the background, ready to add details such as the stars next week. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In PE this week, we have been 

stretching our collaboration 

muscles as we worked together to 

play team games.  We have been 

learning to control a ball as it 

bounces and we have also been 

practicing our aiming as we have been shooting the ball through a hoop. 

 

In French, we 

have been 

learning different 

greetings: we then 

put these into 

practice around the classroom! 

 

In science this week, we have been learning about states of matter, we stretched our noticing 

muscles as we observed what happened 

to water as it boiled! We discovered that 

water can be a solid, 

a liquid and a gas 

and can then change 

back again!  We 

made some excellent 

predictions. 

 

In literacy this week, we have been writing our acrostic poems for Harvest 

Festival. We thought creatively about Harvest and made links to our RE 

learning. 

 

We used what we learnt in RE to do a class assembly all about Harvest 

Festival. We were all very brave as we stood up in front of the school to 

tell everyone what Harvest is and why we celebrate it. 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

Now that we have completed our Journey to 

the River Sea hot-writes  in our literacy 

learning, we have been exploring different 

forms of poetry. The focus for this poetry unit 

is based on a local community project to 

celebrate Hadrian’s Wall and our poems will be displayed in 

Brampton, alongside all of the other artwork and poetry inspired by 

the wall and the local area. At the beginning of the week, we were 

introduced to our project and explored some of the different combinations of ‘What 3 Words’ that 

you can find between Lanercost and Birdoswald: some are very 

obscure but this provided us with a further opportunity to explore 

vocabulary and develop our understanding of new words, as well as 

our dictionary skills. Using the What 3 Words locations and word 

combinations, we explored how we could link these to the local area 

and the Romans, before applying our knowledge of different types of 

figurative language. We created some imaginative phrases and images 

and enjoyed playing with words and their meaning. By the end of the week, we had each 

written our own poem for a location along Hadrian’s Wall and 

applied our handwriting skills and 

progress to write up each poem in 

neat, ready to be displayed as part 

of this community project.  

In our maths learning this week, we 

have all started a brand new unit 

based on calculation methods and the four operations. In Year 6, 

we have built on our learning all 

about factors to develop our 

understanding of multiples, 

primes, squares and cubes, before 

applying our reasoning skills to 

justify and prove our answers in 

some mathematics games. In Year 4 and Year 5, we have been 

developing our metal calculation strategies as well as written 

methods for addition and subtraction. 
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In our RE learning this week, we have completed our Harvest poems ready to share at the 

Harvest Festival on Friday. Stretching our collaboration learning muscle, we also worked in 

groups to create 4 Harvest prayers, each with a different theme: food, homes, friendship and 

love and peace. As well as stretching our collaboration learning muscle, writing these prayers 

allowed us to stretch our empathy learning muscle as we 

thought about other people who are not as fortunate as 

others. We hope that you’ll be in church to hear our poems 

and prayers on Friday evening. 

 

Following our exciting 

design and technology 

learning last week (where we were exploring weaving 

patterns with a combination of colours in our warps and 

wefts), we have continued to practise our skills and develop 

prototypes. This week, however, was not based around paper 

and card but pieces of 

cotton and wool- just like the materials used in Mayan 

textiles. It was quite challenging at first as the weaving 

required us to be a little more dexterous- although Year 4 

helped us out in our demonstration! We soon got the hang of 

it, though, and began to build up our patterns. As we were 

focused on developing prototypes, we only created very 

small woven pieces, with some of us 

investigating what happened if you weaved with multiple strands of thread, 

or used plaited pieces: this allowed us to stretch 

our capitalising and revising 

learning muscles as well refined our 

skills and experimented with 

different techniques and patterns. 

Now that we have a greater 

understanding of how these pieces 

are created - and the patterns that can be created - we 

are looking forward to planning our own designs and 

starting our actual pieces!   
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In our French learning this week, we have started a 

brand new unit all about telling the time! As we 

rehearsed and recapped our knowledge of number last 

week, we were able to apply this when asking and 

answering the question, "Quelle heure est-il?". So now, 

as well as describing the weather throughout the day, 

we can tell the time in French too!  

 

It is brilliant to see just how many of us are working through our maths passports and reading 

books in Class 3! We are delighted to see just how engaged and motivated everyone is to improve 

themselves as learners and we can really see the impact of all this additional reading and maths 

practise in our lessons in school. Well done! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

We’ve had a science-based week this week as we’ve designed and 

conducted our own investigations into what affects the rate of 

evaporation. We designed our investigations from 

scratch, ensuring that we were working scientifically 

through the process. First, we talked about what might 

affect evaporation and listed things like temperature, 

position, size of the container, amount of water and 

temperature of the water. We then worked in groups to 

choose a variable to test and then work out what we would need to measure. 

From this we designed our investigation question and made our predictions. 

Finally, before starting our investigations, we had to 

work out how we could make our test fair by ensuring 

all other variables are kept the same.  

 

In our next lesson, we designed our methods and set 

up our investigations. We had to stretch our 

collaboration muscles to make sure we all had a 

chance to develop our ideas and put the investigation 

into practise. We also had to work together to solve 

problems as we went. This was an ambitious 

investigation for the first one of the Autumn term but we all rose to the 

challenge brilliantly. With our investigations set up and stopwatches going all 

we had left to do was wait. Just before the end of the day we all checked our investigations 

and recorded our results. Some of groups saw some changes whereas other groups didn’t see 

any. We’re looking forward to analysing our data next week 

and trying to work out what why we got 

the results we did and what changes we 

might need to make to our investigations 

to make our results more reliable.  
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Poem of the Week Challenge 

This week in our poem of the week assembly we had lots of fun adding actions to and joining in 

with Julia Donaldson’s poem Nut Tree. This poem lends itself well to lots of lovely movement and 

learning the words of by heart. I have set the whole school a challenge to have a go at learning 

the poem of by heart by next Thursday so that we can perform the poem together as a whole 

school with our actions. Here’s the poem for you to have a go at learning at home:  

Nut Tree 

by Julia Donaldson 

Small, brown, hard, round, 

The nut is lying underground. 

Now a shoot begins to show. 

Now the shoot begins to grow. 

Tall, taller, tall as can be, 

The shoot is growing into a tree. 

And branches grow, and stretch and spread 

With twigs and leaves above your head. 

And on a windy autumn day 

The nut tree bends, the branches sway, 

The leaves fly off and whirl around, 

And nuts go tumbling to the ground: 

Small, brown, hard, round. 
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Harvest Festival 

Thank you SO much to everyone who donated 

produce and baking for our Harvest Festival. We are 

overwhelmed by all of the donations and look 

forward to seeing you all for the service tonight at 

Farlam Church.  
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Outdoor Play and Learning   

 

 

This week, we were joined by members 

of our OPAL working party (comprising 

school staff, members of the PFA and 

members of the Governing Body) as we 

worked with our OPAl mentor to complete 

a ‘grounds survey’. During Monday 

afternoon, the working part explored 

each area in our school grounds, before 

zoning each area and working out how 

to utilise and enhance our play space. 

 

After school, Ingrid (our OPAL mentor) delivered some training to 

school staff and it is safe to say that we are all very excited!  

As well as this exciting development on Monday, we have 

continued to explore and develop our play skills at break times this 

week. This week, we built dens, 

practised our hockey skills and set up 

a role play area: this week, it was a 

shop!  
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Homelearning projects 

 

 

We have been hearing about all of the homelearning projects 

that have been started so far and they sound great! 

 

As a reminder, this term, we would like to further-stretch 

our Building Learning Power muscles, by recording the 

learning process and not just the outcome or project itself. 

To help with this, we sent home a copy of the TASC wheel 

and a prompt sheet. Please ask your child’s class teacher if 

you need any more guidance.  

 

You can find the your Knowledge Organisers here:  

 

Nursery, Reception, Year 1: 

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_1/Science_KS1_The_human_body.pdf  

 

Year 2 and Year 3: 

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_2/KS1_Uses_of_Everyday_Materials.pdf  

 

Year 4, 5 and 6: 

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_3/KS2_States_of_Matter_Knowledge_organiser.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_1/Science_KS1_The_human_body.pdf
https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_2/KS1_Uses_of_Everyday_Materials.pdf
https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/Learning_Zone/Class_3/KS2_States_of_Matter_Knowledge_organiser.pdf
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OCTOBER HALF TERM 

Carlisle Cathedral is full of fantastical Gargoyles, grotesques and wonderfully weird sculptures. This October 
Half term join us to have a go at making your very own Gargoyle. All art resources are provided, including 
boxes to take your gargoyles home safely. This activity involves air-drying clay and your sculptures will need a 
few days to dry fully. 
10:30-11:30 in the Undercroft. £3 per child. Supervising adults must book a free 
ticket. https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/carlisle-cathedral/t-gaarngo 
 
CREATIVE DROP-IN (FREE) 

Tuesday 25th – Friday 28th October 2022. 1 pm- 3 pm, The Undercroft. FREE (donations welcome). 
Taking inspiration from Harvey Tye’s first solo exhibition this creative drop-in is suitable for all ages to pick up 
a pen and get creative. 
Visit the Exhibition in the Fratry Hall between Tuesday 18 – Saturday 29 October 2022. 
 

 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/carlisle-cathedral/t-gaarngo

