
 

Weeks beginning 10
th

 and 17
th

 March 2025 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 10
th

 March: Flynn, Ellie and Lewis 

  w/c 17
th

 March: Callum, Annabelle and Niamh 

   

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 83     Helvellyn 61   Blencathra 87  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

In Class 1, we have been growing and developing our fine and gross motor 

muscles through different activities: we have been practising forming our 

names in sand and on the playground using water and paintbrushes. We had to think 

about how we needed to hold our brush and move it to create our letter shapes. We 

have also been covering marbles in paint and rolling them to create different 

colours. When we rolled red and yellow, we made the colour 

orange! 

 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception, we have been focusing on recapping and 

consolidating the letters, sounds and actions we have learnt so 

far using our sound cards. We have been practising forming the different 

digraphs ‘oi oi oi coin in the soil’, ‘er er er answer a letter’ and the trigraphs 

‘ure ure ure a sure cure’ and ‘ear ear ear hear with your ear’. Using our new 

sounds, we have been forming the letters and reading words including the 

focus sounds. We have also been using applying our 

phonics and tricky word knowledge when writing 

different words and building sentences.  

 

In our maths learning in Reception this week, we have been developing our 

knowledge of the number 7 and doubles. We have also been exploring composition 

of 7 by looking at how 7 can be arranged in different ways and our number 

bonds to 10. We used maths resources such as ten frames to focus on composition 

and numicon to create and make doubles. During this task, we practised forming our numbers 1-

10 as well. We expanded our understanding of numbers to 10 by learning all 

about odd and even numbers too. It was interesting to identify the patterns of 

odd and even numbers and practise recognising odd and even numbers in 

different arrangements.  
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In Nursery phonics, we have been sorting objects 

from our sound box into ‘m’ and ‘d’ sounds, ‘I’ 

and ‘n’. We have also been making rhyming 

soup, where we were only allowed to place 

objects in our soup that rhymed. As well as 

making rhyming soup, we played ‘find the 

noisy farm animal’, where we had to find the 

animals hidden in our classroom and make the corresponding animal 

sound so that our friends could work out which animal we had found! 

 

  

In maths in Nursery, we have been focusing on pattern, 

repeats and puzzle. We looked at a painting by Henri 

Matisse and discussed the different patterns, shapes and 

colours that we could see. We then recreated the painting, thinking about the different shapes 

and positions we needed to use to complete the task. We used our thinking skills to 

think of different shapes we could also create and recalled our knowledge from 

Move to Write; thinking about how we form horizontal, vertical, diagonal lines and 

how we create zigzags. We have been learning how to 

clap to a beat of a nursery rhyme too and, once we were 

confident with the beat, we used instruments instead of 

clapping. To finish our week of learning, we recapped and 

built on our repeating pattern knowledge creating ABABAB 

patterns and ABCABCABC patterns.  

 

In Talk for Writing, we have been creating our own story maps for our class 

story (Handa’s surprise) and learning to read the story aloud using our class 

map and the actions we have created to help us. We have 

started to change parts of the story to make it our own; 

swapping the fruit for a peach, grape, carrot, pepper, broccoli, 

cucumber and apple. We have started to make changes to our 

story maps too.  
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Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1: 

 

In computing, we have been continuing our learning through 

collecting our own data using tally charts to record our findings. 

To collect our data, we went on a mini beast hunt and recorded 

our findings on a tally chart and we then used the data to create 

a pictogram. We learnt how to group and sort objects based on 

different attributes, such as colour or how many wheels they have.  

 

In PE, we have been fencing. We have been focusing 

on learning how to coordinate and position our feet 

and move our body so that we can move effectively to 

defend ourselves and attack using our fencing sword. 

 

In science, we have continued learning and building on our knowledge of the 

four different seasons. We have been focusing on how the weather 

in each season changes and how this effects our environment, what 

we wear and the different activities we can do. We 

explored weather symbols and the different weather 

conditions that they represent; grouping the symbols 

based on different attributes such as hot and cold, 

wet and windy. We then looked at how the weather changed within each season: 

for example, autumn can be mild, windy and wet but as it transitions into winter it becomes 

colder, frosty and may even snow. We have also been exploring how day becomes night and the 

different phases within day and night: we learnt that the Earth rotates around the sun and it 

takes one full day for the earth do complete a full turn. We used a torch and ball 

to explore what hap[pens to the part of the Earth that is facing away from the 

sun (night time) and how it becomes day as it turns towards 

the sun. 
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 In history, we learnt that the mayor of London fled the Great Fire to save himself, which meant 

that King Charles II had to put his brother James in charge of stopping the 

fire. To stop the fire spreading, the King ordered that firebreaks must be 

created. To create firebreaks, fire hooks were used to pull down buildings 

and gunpowder was used to blow up buildings to create a gap which 

we know as a firebreak. Miss Moscrop asked us, “If you were the king, 

which technique would you use and why?” We had to use our thinking 

and reasoning skills to decide which technique would be the right one 

and justify our answer. We came up with lots of different reasons why 

each technique should be used. We agreed that fire hooks were safer, unlike gunpowder which 

was explosive, but they took too long and required more people. We also discovered that by 

Thursday, the wind had died down and the fire was finally stopped and that people took refuge 

at Moorfields where a make-shift camp was set up to provide shelter and 

food for those who had lost their homes in the fire.  

 

 In DT, we have continued our learning exploring how 

fruit and vegetables provide us with essential 

vitamins and minerals which help our bodies grow 

and thrive. We learnt that the brighter the fruit or vegetable, the more 

vitamins it has- we also found out that when we cook our fruit and 

vegetables, we lose some of the vitamins within it. We have been practising 

our grating, chopping and peeling skills in preparation for our next colourful 

creation. We explored our senses further, using the herb mint: we found that 

it didn’t make any noise but it tasted tangy, minty, 

bitter and hot. It was very green and felt slightly 

bumpy and had fragrant, fresh smell which was a little 

like toothpaste. 
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Class 2 News:  

 

In Class 2, we have been 

working incredibly hard over 

the last few weeks to 

strengthen our maths skills in 

multiplication and division, 

measures and fractions. In 

Year 1, we have enjoyed lots of practical 

activities to measure, weigh and find 

the capacity of different objects in and around our 

classroom. We especially enjoyed using our hands 

and feet when learning about non-standard units 

of measurement and learning a special song to the 

theme tune of ‘Let it go’ to help us remember how to 

use a ruler! In Year 2, we have been working hard 

to learn all about the 2, 5 and 10 times tables 

(including the associated division facts) and 

applying this learning when solving 

problems. Finally, in Year 3, we have 

been working hard to learn all about 

fabulous fractions! We are really 

enjoying getting to grips with different 

types and representations of fractions 

and have been learning how to identify 

the fraction of a shaded shape, how to 

find the whole amount, how to identify 

and label fractions on a number-line and how to find equivalent 

fractions! In all of our lessons, we have been working hard to stretch our 

reasoning and problem-solving learning muscle to really prove that we 

know an answer.  

 

In literacy, we have been continuing to read our class text, The Hodgeheg, by Dick King-Smith, 

and finished it earlier this week. We decided that we enjoyed the story a little bit more than 

Traction Man but not quite as much as Willow Wildthing and the Swamp Monster that we read 

before Christmas. In our VIPERS learning, we have continued to practise using a dictionary to 

find and define new words, as well as identify extracts from the text that show the reader how 

Max, the hedgehog, acted or felt. 
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Building on our earlier learning in literacy, we have been getting creative 

over the last two weeks with different grammatical features that we will 

aim to include in our final story at the end of term. After finding 

examples of each feature in our model text, we have enjoyed writing a 

range of sentence and paragraphs that have included expanded noun 

phrases, fronted adverbial phrases, prepositions, similes, precise verbs 

and adverbs! On Friday, we started to bring all of these elements 

together; working in pairs to innovate on the model text. We can’t wait to 

write our own stories and share them! 

 

 

Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

 It has been another busy couple of weeks in Class 3. We’ve been 

really enjoying our Devil’s Porridge project with Haltwhistle Film 

Project. We’ve spent two mornings working with Mark and Vicki 

as well as author Vivien Jones and her husband Richard. Using 

a photograph as stimulus we wrote short fictional pieces from 

the perspective of one of the ladies in the picture. Vicki recorded 

us reading them and made 

them into a short video 

bringing the photograph to life. In our final workshop with 

Vivien, she helped us read through our stories and begin to 

think about what we need to work on to improve them in 

our editing phase. Mark and Vicki used photographs again 

to conjure up more stories and Mrs Arnold worked with us 

to work on and complete our 

stories. Today we’ve started 

editing in earnest, using checklists and resources as well as 

feedback from ourselves and others to start making improvements. 

In our reading VIPERS, we’ve 

been exploring the lives of 

some of the munition factory 

workers, learning about their 

lives and find out what it was like to work at HM Gretna first 

hand.  
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In maths we’ve all been busy improving our times-tables and have seen some good progress on 

our heatmaps on T-T Rock Stars. In Year 4, we’ve finished our consolidation on multiplication 

and have moved on to learning about length and perimeter - this week we’ve been working out 

all the different methods we can use to calculate perimeter of rectangles and rectilinear shapes. 

In Year 5, we’ve finished our learning about fractions, decimals and percentages and have moved 

on to learning about area and perimeter of 2D shapes. In 

Year 6, we’ve also finished our unit on fractions, decimals 

and percentages and have moved on to perimeter, area and 

volume. We’ve been learning lots of nifty formulae for 

working out the area of tricky shapes.  

 

 Last we were lucky enough to have a visit from Chris 

Lumsdon who delivered his ‘Mini Medics’ programme for us 

all about looking after our 

own well-being and how we 

can help others if they’re having a hard time. We learned lots of 

different things we can do to help ourselves feel better and how 

we can be good listeners for our 

friends.  

 

This week, we had another visit 

from Gareth and Bronwyn 

from the Edmondson project. 

They brought with them the 

lyrics and music we’ve helped 

to compose so far for the 

project and they spent the 

morning working with a 

smaller group of Year 5s 

and 6s to finish the 

song. We all got to join 

them at the end to sing 

and stamp along - it was 

amazing and very 

catchy!!  

 

We’ve also all been getting ready for our Poetry by Heart 

competition with a whole class performance of The Charge of 

the Light Brigade. We’ve got all of our parts learned and now 

we’re busy adding movement and actions ready for next week. 
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Our afternoons have been just as busy as our mornings! In science, we’ve been continuing to 

learn about evolution and inheritance. Last week, we learned about inherited characteristics and 

the difference between diversity and variation. We learned how many animals and plants 

produce offspring with similar characteristics but that are not identical. 

This week we learned how this variation in a species can be beneficial to 

the survival of a species and as those with helpful characteristics are 

more likely to reproduce - helpful characteristics are likely to become more 

common over generations, therefore ensuring that the species is well 

adapted to its environment. We learned how Charles Darwin and Alfred 

Wallace came up with this theory using careful observation and had a go 

at making our own observations using a simulation of the natural 

selection of peppered moths. We got to see first-hand what happened to 

the colouration of the population of moths if the colour of the trees 

changed. It was a lot of fun and fascinating too! 

 

In history, we learned about democracy in Ancient Athens. Although it 

paved the way for fairer  societies, we discovered that the process of 

democracy was not as fair as you’d think as many types of people were 

not permitted to vote. In geography, we looked at the terrain in our local 

area by studying the contour lines and physical features of the area 

around school on an OS map. We planned, sketched and labelled a short 

walk that would take someone up and down gentle slopes. We identified where a slope would be 

going up or down and where the land would be flat as well as 

giving grid references for the start and end points and labelling 

heights of certain features along the way. This really showed 

just how many new map skills we are now able to apply! 

 

 This week in computing, we 

learn about audio recording 

and had a go ourselves. We 

learned how to make an audio recording, how to ensure it was 

a good quality and how to 

edit it. We worked in 

groups to record a ‘knock, 

knock’ joke using different 

tracks, positioning, timing and cutting to make it as smooth 

and clear as possible.  
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In music, we’ve carried on with our singing unit. Last week, we listened to another hip-hop track 

and compared it to The Fresh Prince of Belair, identifying ways in which the tracks were similar 

and different. This led us to identifying the features that make both hip-hop. We then spent some 

time learning to sing it. We must have absorbed this learning really well, as the song we 

composed for the Edmondson Project with Bronwyn and Gareth, definitely had some hip-hop 

influences in it.  

 

 Finally, in DT we’ve now made paper 

protypes for our Ancient Greek style sandals 

and used these as a pattern to cut out all the 

paper pieces we need to construct our 

sandals next week. We have worked so hard 

on this project, persevering, organising 

ourselves and helping each other to produce 

some amazing designs. We can’t 

wait to see what they end up 

looking like next week when we put 

them all together!  
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STEM Club 

In STEM Club, we have been focusing on the 

‘science’ element of STEM by doing some 

gardening. We’ve been preparing the beds and 

weeding and dug up some rhubarb that we 

then sold to parents. We made nearly £30 that 

we’ll use to buy new plants to increase diversity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Games Club 

We’ve had a brilliant couple of weeks at 

our new lunchtime games club! It was 

so wonderful to see how we all worked 

together in different groups to enjoy our 

brand-new collection of games and 

board games!  
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Reading at Hallbankgate  
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