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The last week of half term was topic week: a week designed 
to stretch our collaboration learning muscle (by working 
together in mixed-age groups) and apply our skills as 
geographers, historians, writers, mathematicians and artists. 
Our week began with a video of our challenge! In the video, 
we found out that our main learning challenge was to work 

together to research, design 
and build an erupting 
volcano, as well as make 
links to our geography 
learning by presenting 
information on the human and physical features of 
volcanoes from around the world. In our challenge, 
we all would have different roles and 'jobs', from 
researchers to builders, assistants to managers!  

  
Our first challenge was to read a short description of each role, working out who 
would be best suited to that job. Some children in Class 2 thought very carefully about 
how they could really stretch their collaboration learning muscle, 
by stepping back for other members of their team and taking on a 
role that they wouldn't normally choose. Once the jobs had been 
decided, we received our job cards that described all of the things 
we needed to do in order to be successful. These included 
opportunities to stretch our questioning and distilling learning 
muscles when researching information, to planning and revising 
our learning in light of obstacles or new and more effective 
ideas. Using the TASC wheel, we planned our learning and set off 
researching, designing and building!  
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After capitalising on everything from chicken wire to mud and 
stones, by the end of Monday all our volcanoes were taking 
shape! We spent some time reflecting on our roles as 
collaborators on day 1, and reflected on how far we had 
pushed ourselves out of our comfort zones in this challenge. 
We also planned our next steps and shared our progress with 
each of the other groups. 
  
In Class 2 on Tuesday, we spent the day as historians: 
stretching our questioning learning muscle to delve into the historical evidence and 
artefacts found in Pompeii. We explored the events leading up to and beyond the 
famous eruption, and using our historical enquiry skills, asked questions and 

hypothesised about what happened and why 
the people had not appeared to leave. We made 
links to our 'tales of fear' from literacy, by 
writing stories full of historical and 
geographical language to not only make our 
writing effective and interesting to the reader, 
but also technically accurate.  
  
On Wednesday, we continued with our 
collaborative group challenge and needed to 
make sure that our volcanoes were completely 

constructed and painted by the end of the afternoon. We were fascinated to learn that 
all the volcanoes had very different physical and human features, and we started to 
experiment with adding textures to our landscapes to make them look effective and as 
accurate as possible. In Class 2, we also stretched our mathematical skills by placing 
periods of history in order. We focused on the 
Palaeolithic and Mesolithic eras, creating 
cave-painting style sketches using chalk 
pastels and charcoal. We continued our art 
learning on Thursday too, this time exploring 
the patterns made in Neolithic artefacts. We 
used clay to replicate Bronze Age cups and 
rings, imagining how tools would have been 
used and hypothesising what they could 
have represented. We also explored symmetry 
by creating and drawing 
symmetrical Celtic knots: a learning challenge 
that required great perseverance and absorption!  
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Our final day of topic week was an extremely busy 
one! We became scientists in the morning;by working 
in our groups to create our own scientific 
investigations to determine the best ratio of 
bicarbonate of soda to vinegar for our eruptions. We 
had the opportunity to identify what we wanted to 
find out, what our variables were, what we could 
measure and observe and what equipment to use. We made our predictions and then 
carried out our investigations; making sure the tests were fair and reliable as well as 
making sure we read the scale on the measuring cylinder accurately. Year 5 and 6 were 
able to extend their learning by calculating ratios, creating generalisations and making 
links to their understanding of reversible and irreversible changes and states of matter.  
  
At 2 o'clock, we were all delighted to see so many parents and family members to share 
and join in with our learning. We were all very excited and, despite the last minute 
nerves, Year 6 and Will and Amber did an excellent job of explaining what the learning 
challenges involved. After that, it was eruption time! We were all so excited to see our 
science learning come to life and enjoyed sharing the research and volcanoes that we 
had worked so hard to create. After a countdown, we added the vinegar and 
watched the 'lava' bubble up and spill down the side of our volcanoes! It was a bit of a 
shame to see our hard work end up all soggy and messy, but we all had a very 
memorable and exciting learning opportunity in the process. Thank you so much to all 
of those who were able to attend- we hope to see you during our next topic week 
where we hope you can join us throughout the week to take part in the learning 
challenge, too! 
  
 
T opic Week has been really exciting in Class 1. 
We have been stretching our collaboration muscles 
all week. We worked with Class 2 to plan, 
research and decorate our volcanoes from around 
the world, with Class 1 taking on important roles 

such as builders, 
hunter-gatherers 
and decorators. 
We have demonstrated that we can persevere by 
continuing when things get a bit tricky and adapting to 
challenges that occur.  
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On Tuesday, we became geographers, and worked in pairs 
to create a whole class atlas. Each pair was responsible 
for researching a country from a different continent. We 
found out about the shape of the country and what the 
weather was like, as well as some interesting facts about 

different features. Some of us were responsible for 
construction and folded our paper to create a 3D pop 
out, and we all made sliders and pivots to reveal 
information. After colouring and using pictures to 
decorate, we presented our atlas pages to the class, 
before making them into a book for the library. We 
have all learnt a lot about different countries as well 
as how we can collaborate together effectively.  
 

In Class 1 we have also been learning about explorers from different times. We thought 
about what we would need to take with us on a 
special voyage, and compared 2 different explorers; 
Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus. We used 
our knowledge and understanding to act out different 
situations and wrote a diary entry detailing how we 
felt and what we could see when we reached our 
new destination.  
 
As well as all of this, in Class 1 we have had our 
science hats on. We really enjoyed working with and learning from Class 2 in our 
volcano groups to experiment with different combinations of vinegar and bicarbonate of 
soda to create our volcano eruption.  
 
 
Early Years - Volcano Challenge  

In Early Years we have been working hard on a volcano 
challenge! We began by learning about 
volcanoes, how they are formed and how they 
erupt. We watched videos and looked at 
different pictures of volcanoes from around the 
world but also looked at labelled diagrams 
which represented the different parts of a 
volcano. After developing our knowledge, we then started our 
challenge - creating a dinosaur world with an exploding volcano! 
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Using a plastic bottle in the centre, we then added cardboard and 
paper strips coated in a PVA glue solution. It was very sticky but 
we persevered!  Our volcano looked very effective and we enjoyed 
adding features to develop our dinosaur world further.  We also 
created some paintings of volcanoes, thinking carefully about the 
colours we needed to use.  We really enjoyed seeing the eruption, 
too!  
 
Early Years - Toy Challenge 
 
Linked to our topic of toys, we were also given the challenge of creating vehicles in 
Early Years. We started by researching different vehicles and decided on two different 

vehicles each which we were really 
interested in. We then searched for images 
of these vehicles on the internet, saving 
and printing the images as part of our 
research. Next we cut out the images and 
stuck them down, completing a quick 
sketch of each of the vehicles. After 
researching both of the vehicles we then 
decided on which vehicle was our 
favourite. We created our final design, 
thinking about some of the key features of 
the vehicle and its purpose and adding labels to add extra detail 
to our designs. 
 
We had to really stretch our persevering and planning learning 
muscles to create our designs; measuring out our sections of 
dowel and cutting it to size using a 
hacksaw. We attached our wheels and 
secured our frames together using glue 
guns. With our frames constructed, we 
attached cardboard for the body and 

decorated them carefully with paint.  We think you will agree 
that they look great! 
 
 
 
What a fantastic week we have all had!  There are lots more photos 
overleaf.  We cannot wait until our next topic week challenge! 
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