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:@%‘“ Week Beginning 11* Fehruary 2019

> L TOPIC WEEK

VIPs: Alisha and Alexa
Learners of the Previous Week: Ty%@ﬁ Kai and Seh

Housepoints:  Skiddaw- 491 Helvellyn 518 Blencathra :36

The last week of half term was topic week: a week dzsigrw,d
to- stretch our cotllaboration Lo,a,mmg muscle ( by Woﬁang
togo,t/w,r in mLxed-age 9roup5) and apply our skills as
geographzrs, historians, writers, mathematicians and artists.
Our week b,egan with a video of our chatbzn,ge In the video,
we foun,d out that our main lzaml,n,g chatlzn,ge was to- work
togethzr to- research, desi ign
and build an erupting
volcano, as well as make
links to- our geography
bQ,a,an,g b,y presenting ‘
information on the human and phy sical features of
volcanoes from around the world. In our cha.mege,
we all would have different roles and]o-b,s', from

researchers to huilders, assistants to ma,na,gersl

Our first c/w.[lengo, wuas toread a short description of each rote, wvﬁcmg out who
would be best suited to that JO‘b, Some children in Class 2 thcru,ght very carzfuLLH about
how- thzy could rQ,a,LLH stretch their cotlaboration lza,an,g muscle,
b,y stepping back for other members of their team and ta,/cl;n.g on a
rote that they wouldnt normally chouse. Once the jobs had been
decided, we received our J ob cards that described all of the t/ungs
we needed to-do in order to-he successful. These included
opportunities to stretch our questioning and dLstLLLLng [ea,mmg
muscles when resw,rchmg information, to IaLaran,g and, revising
our bzo,mm,g in Ltght of ohstacles o new- and more effective

ideas. Usm,g the TASC wheel, we IaLa,anzd. our bza,mmg and set off
researchmg dQSLgrLLng and, buddmg/
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After cathaLLsLn,g on every thl;n,g from chicken wire to- mud and
stones, by the end of /V\md.a,y all our volcanoes were ta/ang
sha,p,e./ We spent some time reﬂectmg on our rotes as
cotlaborators on day 1, and reflected on how far we had
pus/wi ourselves out of our comfort zones in this challenge.
We also IaLanrue,d our next steps and shared our progress with
each of the other groups.

In Class 2 on Tuxz,sday, we spent the d,a,H as historians:
stretchmg our guestioning lea,mulg muscle to- delve into the historical evidence and
artefacts found in PompeLL. We prlomd the events Lo,a,dmg up to-and bzyomi the
famous eruption, and using our historical enguiry skills, asked questions and
hypothp,s'tsed about what halapen,ed and, why
the Iop,op&z, had not o,lalozarzd, to leave. We made
links to our tales of fe,o,ri from LLtQ,ra,cH, b'H
writing stories full of historical and
geographtcal Lcmg uage to-not only make our
writing effective and interesting to- the reader;
but also techmcally accurate.

On Wedn,esday, we continued with our
cotlaborutive group cha[lp,nge and needed to

L ) make sure that our volcanoes were complete[y
constructed ami Iaa,mted by the end of the afternoon. We were fascinated to- learn that
all the volcanoes had very different phy sical and human features, and we started to
experiment with addLn,g textures to our La,ndscaloxz,s to- make them look effective and as
accurate as Itw'ss:,blxa In Class 2, we also stretched our mat/wmatl,cal S/cLLLS by IaLa,cm,g
Imrwds of hl,stmy in order. We focused on the
Palaeolithic and Mesolithic eras, creating
cave-painting style sketches using chalk
pastels and charcoul. We continued our art
Lea,mmg on 77wr3ctay too, this time exptoﬁng
the patterns made in Neolithic artefacts. We
wsed cLaH to- rQIaLLcatxz, Bronze Age cups and,
rings, imagining how- tools would have heen
wsed and hylo,otheswmg what t/w,y could
have represented. We also prlomd symmetry
by creating and, d,ra,wmg
symmetrical Celtic knots: a Lo,a,mmg challenge
that rQq,quzd great perseveronce and a,bsorpti,on!
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Our final d,ay of topic week was an extrzmz[y busy
one! We hecame scientists in the morning; bH wm'/an,g
in our groups to create our own scLerLthLc
investigations to determine the best ratio of
bicarhonate of soda to vinegar for oureruptions. We
had the opportunity to Ldzntgfy what we wanted to
find out, what our variables were, what we could
measure and ochserve and what equipment to-use. We made our IaerLctLons and then
carried out our investigations; m,a,/cl;n,g sure the tests were fair and reliable as well as
m,a,/cmg sure we read the scale on the measuring cy linder a,ccura,tely. Year 5 and 6 were
able to-extend their Lo,a,mmg by calcuta,tmg ratios, creating 9o,rw,ralLsa,tbon5 and, ma,/ang
links to their undzrsta,ndmg of reversible and irreversible c/w,nges and states of matter.

At 2 oclock, we were all dzLLgthd to see so-many parents and, famLLy memhbers to share
and join in with our bwmmg. We were all very excited and, d,QsIaLte the last minute
nerves, Year 6 and Will and Amber did an excellent job of prLaLrLLng what the lea,mtng
challenges invotved. Afterthat, it was eruption time! We were all so-excited to see our
science lza,mmg come to- life and ery oyed S/w,rmg the research and volcanoes that we
had worked sohard to create. After a countdown, we added the vinegar and

watched the lava bubhle up and slaLLL down the side of our volcanoes! It was a bit of a
shame to see our hard work end up all 5099y and messy, but we all had a very
memorahble and exciting Lzaan,g opportunity in the protess. Thank you so much to-all
of those who were able toattend- we hopz to see you during our next topic week
where we hope you can join us thraug/wut the week to take part in the lp,a,mtng
challenge, too!

Topic Week has been really exciting in Class 1. Q!
We have heen stre,tchmg our collahoration muscles RN
all week. We worked with Class 2 toplan,
research and decorate our volcanoes from around
the world, with Class | ta,/ang on important rofes

B~ ‘ M such as bhuilders,
hunter—gat/w,rers
and decorators.
We have demonstrated that we can persevere bH
continuing when thmgs get a bit tn;c/cy and a,d.a,latmg to-
\ challenges that occur.
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On Tuxz,sd,a,y, we hecame geographxar‘s, and worked, in pairs
to- create a whote class atlas. Each pair was reslamsi,b,lp,
for resea,rchmg a country from a different continent. We
found out about the shape of the country and what the
weather was like, as well as some inferesting facts about - :
| different features. Some of us were re,slaonstbb@, for
~ 7 construction and folded our paper to-create a 3D pop
- out, and we all made sliders and pivots to- reveal
information. After coicmrtng and, using pictures to-
| decorute, we presented our atlas pages to the class,
/ before ma,/ang them into- a hook for the LLbrary. We
have all learnt a lot about different countries as well

as how we can collahorate toget/w,r' Qﬁcecttvzty

% 4
In Class I we have aLso* b,Q,Q,rL Ip,a,mmg ahout exlalomrs from di ﬁerent times. We thoru,ght

about what we would need to take with ws on a
slaQCLa,L voyage, and compared 2 different exptomrs ;
Neil Armstrong and, C/m;stop/w,r Columbus. We used
our /crwwiedge and, undzrsta,mimg to- act out different
situations and wrote a dLary entry detaLLLn,g how- we
felt and what we could see when we reached our

new- destination.

\
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As well as all of this, in Class | we have had our
science hats on. We realty ey oyed Woﬁcmg with and lea,rnmg from Class 2 in our
volcano groups toexperiment with different combinations of vinegar and bicarbonate of
soda to create our volcano eruption.

Eariy Years - Volcano ChaLLQnge

In Eariy Years we have heen wm#an,g hard on a volcano
ol challenge! We began by leamning about
g8 volcanoes, how they are formed and how- they
- erupt. We watched vv;dzO‘S and looked at
different pictures of volcanoes from around the
world but also lovked at labelled cLLagrams
which rzprzsented the different parts of a
voicano. After dzvzlopmg our /cnowip,d,ge, we then started our
cha[lxan,ge - creating a dinosaur world with an exlalodtn,g volcano!
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UsLn,g a IaLasth bottle in the centre, we then added cardboard and
paper strips couted in a PVA g[up, sotution. It was very stbc/cy but
we persevered! Our volcano looked very effective and we er}/'oyo,d
a,chLrLg features to- develop our dinosaur world further. We also
created some paintings of volcanoes, terL/ang careful[y about the
colours we needed to-use. We rQ,aLLH ery oyed seeing the eruption,
too!

Ea,riy Years - Toy Chalbe,nge

Linked to- our topic of toys, we were also given the chatlznge of creating vehicles in

Eariy Years. We started bH researchmg different vehicles and decided on two different

J vehicles each which we were rQaLLy
interested in. We then searched for images

of these vehicles on the internet, saving

and, printing the images as part of our

research. Next we cut out the images and

stuck them down, cmnlalztl;n,g a CI/LLLC/C

sketch of each of the vehicles. After

W researchtn,g hoth of the vehicles we then
 decided on which vehicle was our

-_' favourite. We created our final dQSLgfL
thm/ang ahout some of the /cey features of FE

the vehicle and its purpose and addLn,g labels to- add extra detail

to- our des ign.s.

We had to rea[[y stretch our persevering and Iala,rmmg Lo,a,m,Lng
muscles to create our dzngn,s ; measuring out our sections of
§ dowel and cutting it to- size using a
hacksaw- We attached our wheels and
secured our frames togethzr' using g[uz
quns. With our frames constructed, we
7 attached cardbourd for the b,O'd,H and
decorated them careful[y with paint. We think you will agree
that t/w,y look grea,t./

What a fantastic week we have all had! There are lots more
owrieaf. We cannot wait until our next topic week ch,allenge./
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