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W/c 11th March 

We have had a great week in Early Years! We really enjoyed 

baking for the Fairtrade coffee afternoon last 

week. We collaborated with Class 1 to measure 

out and mix the ingredients together to create 

biscuits.  We enjoyed trying some of the 

Fairtrade baked goods as well! It was also 

interesting learning about Fairtrade and our 

own roles in supporting the process and have 

spotted the Fairtrade logo in lots of different 

places.   

 

In Nursery we have been working hard to 

recognise and practise forming our 

numbers between 0 and 5. We used the 

number formation rhymes to support us 

and have been practising recognising 

numbers through different activities.  

In Reception we have continued our topic 

learning about mini beasts and our 

natural environment. We discussed and 

shared our knowledge about 

different mini beasts and then 

created some brilliant pieces of 

writing about a mini beast of our 

choice and a fact about them. We 

carefully thought about the 

colours needed when drawing our 
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mini beasts and used pictures to support us when drawing. We then generated a 

sentence about our mini beast and used our segmenting skills to work out the different 

sounds in the words and then we linked the corresponding letters to those sounds. I am 

sure you would agree our writing and drawings are fantastic!  

 

In the wildlife garden last week we started to dig out some new pathways and used 

our collaborating skills to work together to move the soil and clear 

the area effectively. It is really starting to take shape now!  

 

The School Learning Council did a fantastic job of organising the 

Fairtrade Coffee Afternoon last Friday. They wrote letters to 

different Co-op stores in the area to 

ask for donations, and got a 

massive response. Huge thanks to 

Carlisle, Brampton and Haydon 

Bridge stores for their generous 

donations. All the cakes were 

baked using donated Fairtrade 

goods. Overall, £138.40 

was raised to support 

the Fairtrade 

Foundation. Thank you 

to everyone who came 

along to support and 

sample some of the 

sweet chocolaty 

treats! 

Thank you also to Miss 

Mitchell for taking the lead in 

this event. 
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In Year 5 and 6 literacy lessons, we have been exploring our model text; identifying the 

key features that make the writing interesting to the reader. As we are focusing on 

creating suspense and description, we explored how we can use the natural 

environment to make the reader want to find out more, as well as include little clues 

about what may happen next. We are really enjoying writing our descriptive passages, 

and like to share them with each other in our lessons; adding any ambitious and 

exciting vocabulary on our magpie wall. Here is some of our writing: 

 

“It started to snow: it looked like white birds singing in the sun.” Danielle 

“While opening the rusty door, Bonnie and Syliva stepped on the chequered black and 

white floor. Sylvia stepped out” Finn 

““Now I do not want you two girls going through the door in the scullery, you know 

you are not allowed,” retorted Miss Hilida, wringing out a grey pinafore.” Eden 

“Their jet-black silk coats shaded in with the mist 

that clung to their heels.” Alisha 

 

In our outdoor maths challenge, we used trundle 

wheels to calculate the perimeter of the new flower 

beds and the raised beds in the vegetable garden, so 

that we can ask garden centres and nurseries for 

plant and seed donations. We worked out how many 

lavender plants we would need to create a lavender 

hedge, and how 

far apart we would need to plant broad beans and 

peas in the vegetable garden. In Year 5 and 6, we 

made links to our maths learning, by writing down 

the measurements in metres (including decimals) and 

cm: further stretching out maths skills.  

 

 

We have all really 

enjoyed another 

visit from Naomi and Jake (the geologists) and 

David Mark (an author). This week, we started 

writing stories based on being a geologist; making 

some form of amazing discovery whilst we were at 

work! David was so impressed at our descriptive 

language and Naomi and Jake were impressed with 
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our knowledge of rocks and their properties. We explored what tools a geologist may 

carry in their bags, and where they might be working; using this to frame our 

narratives. We are looking forward to our next two visits! 

 

Yet again, Class 1 have had a really exciting week. 

On Monday afternoon we took a walk around the 

village to explore some of the different human and 

physical features on our doorstep. We considered the 

importance and uses of different features and 

worked as geographers to record our findings. 

Moving on from this back in the classroom, we created our own maps of the area and 

designed symbols to use in a key. We used an OS map of the area to help us with 

some of our map symbols, and investigated what different symbols could represent.  

 

Class 1 also had an unexpected visitor - a baby 

penguin had lost his way and wanted Class 1 to look 

after him. Everyone has taken great care to make the 

penguin feel at home, and he has been a great 

inspiration for our story writing, where we are thinking 

about how the penguin might feel when he is ‘lost’ and 

‘found.  

 

 

 W/c 18th March

 

In Year 2 we have been practising homophones - words that 

sound the same, but are spelt differently and have different 

meanings. Some are really tricky, but we have persevered and 

have started to use them in our writing. Well done eyeryone! 

 

Our class letters are all ready to send off! Everyone has 

demonstrated their super 

writing and drawing 

skills, and have helped to 

put together a pack of Class 1 letters. The letters 

are going to be sent off to children in schools 

around the world. So far, we have connections 

with schools in Belize and Spain. I wonder how 

long it will take for children abroad to write back? 

Soon we will be able to find out what children in 
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other countries learn about. Perhaps we will be able to 

help them with their English leaning?.... 

 

In numeracy, in Year 1 we have been looking at 

arranging objects in rows and columns. We have also 

looked at doubling, using our knowledge of counting in 2s to help. 

 

On Friday 15th March we supported Comic Relief in Early Years, learning 

about some of the different projects which are supported by 

the money raised on Red Nose Day. We talked about some of 

the different people who benefit from projects and made links 

to our learning about refugees.  

 

We have also been continuing our learning linked to the story 

of ‘The Rainbow Fish’ in Talk for Writing and created our 

own brilliant story maps to detail the key aspects of the storyline. We 

carefully considered how we were going to display our 

story map and then used them to help us to retell the 

story, picking out key story language and repeated 

refrains used throughout. We then created our own 

characters from ‘The Rainbow Fish’, using our noticing 

skills to carefully create each character and even added 

some shiny scales!  

 

Linked to our topic on mini beasts we had the 

opportunity to look at stick insects and investigate how 

they are adapted to their environment. We discussed how they are 

camouflaged to keep them safe and how their limbs enable them to climb confidently. 

We even got the chance to hold them! We then used 

our noticing skills to create observational drawings of 

the stick insects using pastels. The finished drawings 

looked brilliant and were really detailed! We also 

created some brilliant stick insects using sticks from 

our natural environment. We gathered lots of sticks of 

varying sizes and then investigated how we could 

position them to imitate the legs and body of a stick 

insect. We joined them using glue guns and string to 

strengthen the models further. Keep an eye out in 

Early Years to see if you can spot them climbing around our classroom!   
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In Year 5 and 6, we have been stretching our knowledge of decimals by problem solving in all 

four operations. We have needed to make sure that all of our numbers were in the same format 

(as some have been presented at decimals, whole numbers and fractions) and then use a 

formal written method accurately. In Year 6, we have been exploring the most efficient ways to 

solve a calculation: from using number facts we already know, and our knowledge of 

multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000) and using the link between decimals and 

fractions. In Year 5, we have been using our knowledge of place value to begin to 

add and subtract decimals amounts, with a variety of decimal places. 

 

Year 5 and 6 are enjoying working towards the targets in their maths pasports, 

too! Some children have been really challenging themselves- even working 

through breaktime to secure a target and get it signed off.  

 

Our final story-writing sessions 

with David, Naomi and Jake have 

concluded this week, with all of Class 2 taking 

part in two mornings of writing workshops. We 

are proud of our stories and have enjoyed 

adding more depth to our characters and 

storylines- as well as being inspired by a real 

author. Throughout all of our creative writing 

workshops, David has been very impressed with 

the standard of writing produced- he has been 

intrigued to see how we use Talk for Writing to 

enhance our literacy lessons, and commented on 

how seamlessly we were able to weave description and figurative language for effect. We hope 

to share our completed stories with you soon.  

 

In Class 2, we are enjoying our guided reading books- especially as each 

book is written from the point of view of the main protagonist. Books we 

are reading include The London Eye Mystery, Sky Hawk and the Diary of 

a Killer Cat Series.  We are enjoying finding and retrieving clues and 

answers from the text, as well as improving our prediction skills. In Year 

5 and 6, we have been exploring the etymology of words to try and find 

out the meanings, too.  

 

In art, we have been using natural materials to create interesting compositions, before sketching 

them and adding tone and texture. We found it quite tricky to not create a symmetrical and 

organised composition, and explored how we could use objects in different orientations to 

sketch and imitate a variety of tones and textures.  

 

Finally, huge thanks to everyone for supporting our Non-Uniform Day in aid of Comic Relief, 

especially the School Learning Council who organised the collection.  We raised £97.45, which 

is fantastic.  Thank you!  


