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Learners of the Week:  Joseph, Lydia and Rory   

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  166    Helvellyn  180   Blencathra  167 

  

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been developing 

our knowledge of the numbers 9 and 10. We looked at the 

numerals representing 9 and 10 and also explored 

different representations of 9 and 10. We used our noticing 

and reasoning skills to sort different objects into groups of 

9 and 10 and spotted examples of 9 and 10 around our 

classroom. We have also been 

exploring the concept of doubles this 

week in maths. We learnt that to create 

a double you need to have 2 equal 

groups which combine together. We 

practised spotting different groups to 

determine if they were equal groups 

and therefore a double. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week we have been consolidating 

our knowledge of letters and sounds. We focused on a 

few letters each day and applied our understanding 

when reading and writing different words.  

 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

In our RE and understanding the word learning we learnt about Ramadan and the importance of 

Ramadan within the religion of Islam. We discovered that many Muslims fast throughout the 

month of Ramadan and that it is a time for reflection and prayer. 
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In our design technology learning this week, we enjoyed 

creating leek and potato soup. We prepared the leeks by 

carefully cutting them and also used our peeling skills 

developed when making apple pie to peel and then chop 

the potatoes. We then measured out 

the other ingredients and cooked 

them on the hob. We used a blender 

to blend the ingredients until they 

were smooth and then had a try of 

our soup with some crusty bread. It was delicious! 

 

In our PE and physical development learning we enjoyed developing our golf 

skills. We had to ensure that we were holding the golf club correctly and using controlled 

movements to pass and move the ball in different activities. 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this week we continued our learning about 

plants. We focused specifically on the life cycle of plants, learning about each 

of the different stages in the cycle. We utilised 

our prior knowledge of the parts of a plant to 

support us further. We were very interested in 

how different seeds can be dispersed for the 

cycle to begin again. 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

After classifying and grouping different types of living things last week, 

this week, we recapped the life processes that all living things do/did 

and how each type of animal is different. This included whether they 

give birth to live young or lay eggs; are covered in scales, feathers or 

hair; or whether they are cold or warm-blooded. Following this, we 

began to explore the life cycle of 

an invertebrate (butterfly), frog 

(amphibian), hen (bird) and a 

human (mammal). We also 

stretched our scientific vocabulary 

by learning where the word 

‘metamorphosis’ comes from and what each part of the 

word means. Finally, we stretched our reasoning learning 
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muscle to identify similarities and differences between each life cycle.    

 

Following on from our visitors last week, this week, we continued to add designs to our 

Waggonway map. Working in small groups, we focused on drawing accurate representations of 

the carts (including having the driver sat on the brake lever and the horse following behind!), as 

well as buildings from the local area that were around 200 years ago. Our drawings are 

incredibly effective! A Huge thank you to Andrea and Emma from the Cumberland Building 

Society who helped us with this! 

 

We’ve continued to build on our understanding of the ‘rock’ genre in music 

this week, as well as our accuracy to play in time. This week, we built 

on our learning from the last couple of weeks to add dynamics: this 

included changing the volume or tempo. Each time we added a change, 

we talked about whether or not the change aligned with the features of 

rock music, or if it offered a contrasting feel or effect.  

 

In literacy, we have been learning more 

about fronted adverbial phrases and have been innovating on 

sentences from our model text. We have also 

been learning about subordinating conjunctions 

and have been ‘super spotters’ as we found 

them in a range of sentences. We then used 

them in our own writing, making sure they 

were used to add more information and detail.  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

Last week in Year 1 in our spellings, we were learning to spell 

the words; so, no, go, to and the. We looked at each word 

discussing any spelling patterns and we noticed that all of the 

words apart from ‘the’ ended 

with an ‘o.’ Next, we 

independently wrote each word 

down, trying to remember how to spell each one. In Year 2, we 

have been learning to spell the words; underpants, unicorn, 

frown, yellow, thief, shield, leaf, head, weapon and ready. In 

Year 3, we have been learning the spelling rule ‘drop the y and 

add ‘ily’ for example happy becomes happily, lazy becomes 

lazily and angry becomes angrily.  

  

In our literacy work last week, we wrote a ‘cold write’ for a ‘defeating the monster’ tale. We 

watched a short video clip as a hook for our writing and we 

then had to carry on the story for what we thought happened 

next. The story was based upon a small girl who lived in a 

cold, snowy area. She had ducks and chickens and lived on 

a small farm. One morning, she went to check on her animals 

when she discovered one had sadly been taken. She saw 

some tracks in the snow and decided to follow them to try 

and catch the thief. Our stories are brilliant and many of us 

included expanded noun phrases, adjectives and prepositions 

in our writing.   

 

During our maths work last week, in Year 1 we were learning to group 

items into tens so that it is easier to count up to 50. We had to draw 

circles around groups of ten so that we could see how many tens 

there were. In Year 2 we were learning all about kilograms. We learnt 

that there are 1000g in one kilogram and that the word ‘kilo’ means 

one thousand. In Year 3, we were learning all about length and 

perimeter and we discussed 

equivalent lengths, deciding the 

appropriate unit of measure to use 

and knowing the difference between 

mm, cm and m.  
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In our history work last week, we continued to learn all about 

the Industrial Revolution, focusing on looking at the types of 

jobs children and adults did 

during this era. We were 

shocked to discover that 

children as young as seven 

years old were sent to work 

in cotton mills, factories and 

mines. The conditions that 

they had to work in were not good and they would not have 

the correct protective clothing to help keep them safe. We 

studied different images of children and adults working in 

different places during the Industrial Revolution and we had 

to annotate what we could see around each image. Then, we 

discussed each picture and had a great debate about what we 

could see, what they were doing, where they were working, 

the working conditions, why we thought that they were 

working like this and why they had to work.  

  

This week in our spellings in Year 1, we have been learning to write and spell the words; he, 

she, me, we and be. We noticed that all of the words had an ‘e’ on the end of them which helped 

us to remember how to spell each word correctly. In Year 2, we have been learning to spell the 

words; apple, alien, wasp, squat, sound, mouldy, drop, sofa, month and honey.  

  

During our literacy this week, we have been splitting up our model text ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ and 

placing it onto our class story mountain making sure each part of the story was in the correct 

place. We colour coded each sentence so that; green = setting, yellow = action/events, pink = 

character and blue = dialogue. This was great for us to be able to visually see which parts of 

the story were talking about a setting and so on. Next, we focused on unpicking the text for 

reading as a writer thinking about the SPaG features within the model text. We discussed 

features such as; capital letters, full stops, conjunctions, fronted adverbials, expanded noun 

phrases, inverted commas 

and adverbs etc.  
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In our history learning over the past couple of weeks, we have been completing our newspaper 

articles for the Battle of Hastings. We included quotes from the Normans and British for what we 

thought they would have been thinking after the Normans won the battle in 1066. We have also 

been learning all about who George Stephenson was, what his Rocket was and his timeline of 

events in his life comparing this to our timeline of events for our lives. In pairs, we completed 

the George Stephenson timeline putting his life events into the correct places on the timeline.  

 

During our maths learning this week in Year 1, we have been learning all about place value 

within 50. We have looked at 

1 more 1 less than for 

numbers up to 50 which 

involved stretching our 

noticing skills to spot the 

numbers on the number line 

to help us with our maths 

work. After completing our 

final step for this unit of 

work we had a go at some of the White Rose challenge cards to consolidate what we have learnt 

so far. In Year 2, we have been learning about the four operations with volume and capacity, 

temperature and consolidation for mass, capacity and temperature. We had many challenge 

cards to complete to stretch our reasoning and problem-solving skills further. In Year 3, we have 

been learning to add lengths, subtract lengths and finding 

out what the perimeter means.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In our literacy learning this week, 

we have been working hard to 

expand and develop our skills in 

showing character thoughts, 

feelings and traits through their 

actions and the vocabulary they 

use, rather than just naming 

what they are doing or how they are feeling. To help us with this, we 

created lists of ambitious ‘show not tell’ vocabulary, before exploring 

synonyms and antonyms and applying this in our learning. We also 

began to develop our understanding of dialogue, using extracts from our 

class text (Julia and the Shark), to explore how the author has subtly shown character thoughts 

or feelings through what - or how - things are said. We then practised using all of these skills 

in short-burst writing activities. We also began to read the first few chapters of Julia and the 

Shark: the plot in quite intriguing already!  

 

In our French learning this week, we began by recapping 

how to give directions (in French) and used our maps to 

find and direct a partner to a new location. Following this, 

and having practised how to say lots of different past-

times, we began to ask and answer the question, “Qu’est-ce 

que tu aimes faire?” (what do you like to do?). By the end 

of the lesson, we 

could all use the 

phrases ‘J’aime’ (I 

like) and ‘Je n’aime pas’ (I don’t like) to name what we do 

and don’t enjoy.  

 

We’ve continued to make lots of progress with our Viking-

inspired mittens this week, with lots of us almost at the 

point of cutting and joining our pattern pieces. As we 

sewed, we made sure to work carefully so that our 

designs were the best that they could be- whether this was making the stitches the same length 

or trying to use the same thread and thread thickness. We’ve also stretched our planning muscle 

to work out what we each need to prioritise to make sure that out mittens are finished by the end 

of term. 
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In our RE learning, we have continued to learning about communities and places of worship. 

This week, we explored how religions and religious values can enhance a community and made 

links to school and personal values, too. We also identified reasons why people of the same 

religion might meet regularly, whether this it to worship, to celebrate, to show commitment, to 

learn or to participate in (or contribute to) a community. We then recapped and summarised 

what we know about each religion and its place of worship. 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

We’ve had another busy week this week in Class 3. Despite lots of nasty bugs doing the rounds, 

we’ve continued with our excellent learning. In maths this week, in Year 4 we’ve been learning 

more about decimals and how tenths and hundredths can be represented and partitioned in 

different ways. In Year 5 we’ve also been working on decimals but have been ordering and 

comparing decimals of with the same and different numbers of decimal places. In Year 6, we’ve 

completed yet another full unit (there are a lot this term!), this time in decimals, fractions and 

percentages. We’ve all continued to work on our maths passport targets this term, with many of 

us working hard to get lots of our targets signed off.  

 

In literacy this week, we’ve been exploring character 

and dialogue and how these can be mixed with 

description and action to keep our stories interesting 

and bring them to life. We’ve worked so hard on 

securing our punctuation for writing direct speech, 

as well as exploring how we can use what is said 

and how can show character. We analysed sections 

from our class text Julia and the Shark to find 

examples of how Kiran Millwood Hargraves uses 

dialogue to show character and move the story 

forward, before looking at how she combines this 

with description and dialogue. By using everything we learned and practised through this, we 

all completed a Warm Write on Friday to use all the techniques we’ve learned so far to write our 

own versions of a scene from the story.  
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In science, we’ve consolidated our learning about food chains. To recall 

our learning from last lesson, we drew and labelled some food chains, 

making sure we used all the vocabulary we needed such as producer, 

consumer, prey and predator. Next, we completed a POP (proof of 

progress) task where we had to demonstrate how all food chains begin 

with sunlight. This was a fun task and 

we all felt confident to show and explain 

how this is true. Next, we looked back to 

our knowledge about teeth and thought 

about how an animal’s teeth can tell us 

what they eat. By examining their teeth, 

we sorted some photos of different animal 

skulls into groups according to whether they would be a carnivore, 

a herbivore or an omnivore. Finally, we finished off our learning 

by seeing if we can find connections between teeth, digestion and 

food chains.  

 

In our geography lesson this week, we brought together all our 

learning about coasts to plan a non-chronological report. We will combine our literacy learning 

and our geography knowledge to write an engaging double page 

spread about coasts next week.  

 

In computing we’ve learned how we can rotate and crop photos to 

enhance them and in music we’ve been practising our djembe playing 

with some more complex rhythms and drumming patterns.  

 

 

 

 

 

Cumberland building Society Volunteer Day 

 

We’d like to say a huge thank you to Andrea and 

Emma from the Cumberland Building Society in 

Brampton who joined us for the day on Thursday. 

The Cumberland supports local community groups 

and projects and actively encourages its staff to take 

part in community days to help good causes. They 

helped us to sort through 6 boxes of brand-new books and then joined Class 2 in the afternoon 

for music, history, French and science. Thank you!  
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