SANK

(chsoepd Week Cmnmn,ci,n,g 11" and, 18 /V\ay 2026

Learners of the Week.: wic 11t May: Azalea, PLpfw. and Year 6
wc 18% May: Grauce, Joss and Charlotte

Housepoints total: ~ Skiddaw-128  Helvellyn 143 Blencathro. 710

Eaﬂ,g Years
What a fantastic end to-the first half of the summer term/

Over the past twor weeks in Eariy Years, we have heen deveLoang our communication,
imagination and p/wntcs skills through a range of engaging activities.

T | In NL{,’rso,ry, we prlomd rhymmg thrrmgh our "Rhymmg

Soup activity, where we matched rh,ymmg obj'ects and,
th.crught of our own rhym'mg words. We also used our
Lmagtnatwns to create stories using Io,i,ctu,nz, Io,romp,ts and
Iaracti,sed recognising and soun,d,Lng out CVC words
during our "Cross the River’ phonics game.

In Receptwn piwn,Lcs, we focused on rzadmg and, slop,LLLng words with a,c\tl acent csonants We
IaraLthed sound,'mg out and b,I,QrLd,Lng words ca,refutty and, eryoyed sm‘ti,n,g
real and alien words using our phontcs /crwwiedge.

This week in maths, we have heen developing our
understanding of positional lanquage, maps and
By ;5 number recognition through a range of practical

P T activities.

ok 8B | @
LY RN e practi,se,d su,bLth'mg dot patterns to5 and worked
on recognising numerals and nw,tchtng them to- quantities using our
ftngers, too. We exptomd ,ao*sLtLomLL Language through small-world Ialay,
dzscri,bi,ng where oi%/‘ects were pLa,ced and, using different viewpoints,
LI’LC[,LLd,U'Lg ta,/ang photographs from around the outdoor area.

Afterrza,dtng We're Gov;ng on a Bear Hunt, we recreated the story using
small-world scenes and described the movement of characters. We also
explomd maps th.rough What the Ladyb‘u'd Heard,, dLscu,ssLng landmarks
and creating our own maps of familiar routes and places.
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In Recelatwn maths, we focused on numhber bonds, composition of AL
numbers and counting beyond 10. We used activities such as “Grab
10", Numicon and Numberhlocks to-explore different ways to-make 10
and to- understand ‘1 more”. We also anestl;ga,ted numbers to 20,
o-rd,en'ng numbers and Qxlalonng how- teen numbers are made.

In LLteracH, we have heen bmeng ahout fiction ;

and non-fiction books and the difference between

\ real people and fictional characters. ‘
o We visited the L'Lbrary to-explore non-fiction hooks

and compa.rzd them to- story books, cLLscussLng similarities and differences. We
then looked at fact files; Ld,erLthH ing /oay information such as a Iozr‘son’s name,
date of hirth, Job and important facts. We created a class fact file about Neil
Armstrcmg and then made our own using pictures, labels and /cey

Lnformo.tLon.

In our afternoons, we have exp[omd d.ﬁe,nmt hahitats and the animals that live in them. We
learnt about J un,glxz, and savannah animals, dtscussmg their features such as stripes, spots, tails
_ cmdtmn/csand,why thzy ma,ynmd,thzm

We eny oyed, creative activities LrLcLLLcLi.ng matcthg animal prints,
y crea,thg snake skin Iaa,tto,ms and do,ngn,Lng our own animal artwork
Lns,ai,md b,y zehrus, gLraijes, tigers and cheetahs.

We also Q,xptomd life

cyctes and

met Sis through
% The Very Hungry

~ Caterpillar, learning

about the L L'fecyclz o a —
o buttrfly and compartng - PSSt % T b

it tothe L Lfecycte of a frog. & - L PPNCER
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Year! and 2

This week in KSI maths, we have been focusing on position and
direction. We have been learning to understand and use the lanquage o
of left and n',ght, forwards and backwards and using positional ’
vuca,buiafy to- describe movement and position accurately.

In Year 2, we have heen lzam'm,g abhout unit and non-unit fractions.

We have exptomd, how- to- fm,d fract'wns of amounts and wsed our
undzrstan,dLng to- shade and ro,larzsent fra,cttons ina vwmty of

W'CLHS.

In KS1 p/wmcs, we have heen d,evvlop'mg our skills in segmenting and blzndmg words with
a,d:/' acent consonants and using this /crwwixz,dge to support owr |
sszLLng. We have heen sorting words into-real and alien words and ~ Waaes p]
rzadLng them aloud using ow“lo,hmtcs /cnowizdge. We have also been |Gl
recapping /oo,y speLLLng rules and using sound.s to*/wlla us differentiate
between speULngs, c/wv‘stng the correct sound for accurate spzll‘mg.

= | literacy, we have heen planning our hot
writes by innovating our class text to- create our
own versions. We have been using the power of three and ex noun
Iahrases to- describe our characters in detail. We then wsed our IaLa.ns to-
cmnptatz our hot writes, ap.,atymg our ideas into extended pleces of writing.

In our afternoons ...

In dzsign, and techrwiogy, we have heen deve[op‘mg
our sewing skills by dzsignmg and creating our own
owl characters using leftover fabric. We used pins to
attach pleces toget/w,r' and ca,refully trimmed them to

- | size. We then used a running stitch tojoin the pieces
and create our finished fabric owls.
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In geography, we explored how- the physical features of the Amazon Rainforest influence the
Yanomami tribe and made links to their way of life. We found that features such as rivers are
important for fLsthg, transport and prowdmg a water source, baadl;n,g the Yanomami to- wse
canoes and nets. We then compared how-the Yanomami Iozoplp, live with our own lives, using
Venn d,i.agrams to Ld;mt’g‘y similarities and differences between our homes and their Yanos'.

- In science, we learnt ahout deciduouws and evergreen trees, comparing and

§.. sorting leaves hased on their properties. We

R discovered that evergreen leaves are waxy and thick,
while deciduous leaves are hroader and less
structured. We also-explored seeds and the protess
of germination, Lea,mtn,g how-a seed cha.nges from
b,eLng dormant to germinating into" a seedLLng.

—

. In Maths, we have heen continuing to-

el

L learn all ahout time. We have heen

4 - d;z,vzlopmg ourwwlzrstand,mg of
‘ ~ reading, writing and converting time
\ hetween arwloguz and d,Ltha.L clocks,
; \ LfLCLLLd,Ln,g using 12 -hour and 24 -hour
: times. In Year 3, we have heen

A : focusing on telling the time to- the
— nearest minute, rzadmg Roman numerals on clocks and com
S & _ durations of time. In Year s, we have been solving problems involving

converting between different units of time and calcu[attng start and end
times using timetables and eta,psed, time questions. We have heen using clocks and numhber lines
to- /w,LIa us calculate different amounts of time and work out start and
end points o,ccuratety We are encournging Lots of time- tQLLLng proctice at - ¥ Yo v id
home to hzlp build confwlznce and fluency. We have also- heen working *4 ‘

— V hard to continue Iarmctwmg our times ) ¥a
. tables, pa.r‘tmu[a,riy in Year &, where
7‘ q,u,LC/C recall is becoming increasingly
important. Over half term, we are

/ encournging lots of extra practice on
[ any multLp[watwn facts that are still a
little tricky .
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In LLteracy, we have now cmp[e&d our stories hased on The
Boy at the Back of the Class and have worked Ln)cro,d,Lb,Ly

4, hard toapply a range of Year 3 and k& writing skills from the
84 3 National Curriculum. Throughout this unit, we have focused
on IaLannLng, d,rafttng, evaluattng and improving our writing,
"~ as well as organising our ideas into clear paragraphs

P around a theme. We have used checklists to-help us include

‘ . /oay 9rammat£ca[ features such as fronted advertials and

L 4’ y larning to-try and include embedded clauses, relative
; v clauses and commas for -
/] c[a,rtty. We have also worked
v 4 L 3o selxz,ctl;n.g amhitiouws
vm:a,but(uy and using expa.nded, noun Iahrases to- add detail and
dzscrtpt’wn to- our narratives. A Io,a,rtbcular focus has been on
creating charocters thruugh their tfwu\ghts, feettn.gs, cLLa[oguz and
actions so that our stories are engaging and effective for the
reader. In addition, we have Iaru,cttse,d, using neat, Lenglz J'oirw,d,
handmit‘mg and took p,nde in presenting our final pubttshzd
pleces carefu[ty using our handwntmg pens. We are thremzly
Iaruud, of the creativity, resilience and progress shown thruughmt

our wn;ti,ng Journey.

Year 5 and 6

What a fantastic final cou,alzs of weeks weve had this half
term! It was SATs week last week and our Year 65 showed
amazing maturity and resilience thmu\giwut. The assessments
arent easy but we took them in our stride and enjoyed a little
treat on the Frv;da,y to- celebrute. In Year 5, we took the
opportunity tofocus on our maths for the week. We
compte&d lots of arithmetic to- practise what we've learned so
faras well as starting and an,Lsthg a new- unit on
decimals.
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I This week has been all about our writing.
We've heen b,usy o,stLng and revising our
descriptive Iaaragraphs and woﬁcmg hard,
to- make our writing the best that it can

N W
@(ﬁ&i@

| L wed i Afﬂ\ﬂ[ o Lot 0% time Iﬂukug
ovel _aur [Ug Hrr&. T LI lll V173 A’(I/
Lkuz Luj treas, Lﬁ ng AT s, qa;yan(

i ) ngs and the policc omming pot he. We've heen carefully considering the
ouf “crk P TL Iz ok od )ik ke L. @ fadres, | 0 : .
Jeagoid it a,tm,osphzre were creating with our word
q i;{t choices and dzscripttve phroses. After
/‘ W A‘ ﬁn i g . 2 .
f_l\? . _{_:‘;”:3,5{ " ; b many drafts, we pub.[tshzd our final
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pleces bH \Aﬂitmg them out in hest and
LLl.u,strathg them rea.d.y fo-r' the summer
flower show~ Wy'ro, so” good, we've

brough,t a copy home for
you toenjoy St s x,.., rgp
over half term. B OY
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IN THE ™

“TOWER .

POLLY HO-YEN

We've heen really enjoying our class hook, The Boy in the Tower, this half term
and have explored some more passages in depth in our VIPERS. In any spare
moment, we've enjoyed. listening to-the book and look forward to finishing it
after half term.

A
"~

In science, we've now-explored how- micro-
_ organisms and plants can be classified using
| the protess of taxonomy. We've looked at the
different
g characteristics of
organisms that
belong to- the
ngdoms of
Protoctista, Pm‘/ca,ryote and Fi ungL It was fa,scm,atmg the learn
ahout the differences between these groups. As part of this, we've set
up an investigation into the conditions in which mould grows the
qutckest. Unfortunatety, the investigation has heen derailed b,y the
fact that mould has not grown on any of our pieces of bread, deslal;te
the difference in conditions. After half term, were going tolook into-
this further and owr current hypothesis is that mould is not growing
due to the chemicals in the hread dzngnzd to- increase its shelf-life.

In geography, we've heen Look'mg at maps tO‘thp us understand how-
and W'hH settlements dzvetop. We comp,ared maps of San Francisco in
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the USA and London and noticed some /oo,y differences. It was interesting to~ try and work out
why San Francisco was built on a gn’d pattern and London

wasnt.

This week, Year Five and Six had a visit from our local
Iu,oiLce force to teach us about the laws and Con.sequences of
knife crime. Thzy ta,ught ws what the law- says about
carrying knives, how- we can /ceep, ourselves safe and what
we can do if were ever shown, told ahout or asked to- carry
a knife.

| In music, we've had a lot of fun exploring gospel music. We've
listened to- and a,ap,raLsecL three different 90’5P,QL songs and had a 90
@y 0l both singing them and playmg a Lcmg with ourgtoc/censpiz[s. We
O .q ospecially loved learning tosing Oh Happy Day’ as the version we
o7 I lamed had o rap in the middle!

In art we spent a fun
' afternoon mixing tints, tones
and shades to- match the skin
colour on the hacks of our

. hands. We rQO.LLH camfu[[y
/ observed the differences in
4 colour on our hands and
worked rw,[LH hard to
try and match all the
different hues.
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CUFC Foothall Tournament

We ro,cently took part in a fantastic football festival
o-rgcm'wed by Carlisle United F.C., where we played

five exciting matche.s against children from schools
all over Cumberland. Wmmug/wut the tournament, we
demonstrated excellent teamwork, communication,
determination and spm‘tsma,nsmp, as well as
dp,veéop'mg our passing, dnbb[mg defend,mg and

mm skills. It e

%"“ was a wonderful oppottunity to- work toget/uar,
| encournge one another and represent our school with

to play on the actual pitch at Brunton Park, which
: made the experience even more memorahble and exciting.

STEM Club

In STEM club, we have been wvrlang togethzr' to- organise all of our brand-new- wellies rzchH for
outdoor I,Qa,rni,ng activities. We wsed teamwork, problp,m-soivmg and mga,n,tsa,twnal skills to sort
the wellies into sizes, label them camfu[ty and make sure th;z,y were stored n;z,a,tLH so that
QVRryone can access them Qa,SLLH. We showed excellent covperation and communication
througiwut the task and took great pride in thIaLng to prepare our resources for future adventures
outdoors.
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THRIVE lwmz—lza,ming projects

Today, we have t/wmughly
anoyed WQLcoan,g parents and

fo,mLLy members into- school tor
share our Home Lea,mtng
Pro]ects based on our THRIVE - VN
focus of Values and Ethos. £ veryone worked, LNJCF‘Q,CLLb,LH hard to-
create t/wughg‘:ul and creative projects linked to-all elements of
British Values. From dzsi,grung campaigns to help keep our local
area thLy, to*ex,alo-rmg the rules and laws we follow- hoth in
school and across the UK, the projects showcased a fantastic
undxz,rstandmg of the i ce of respect, responsLbLLLtH and community. It was LO’VQLH to- see so
many parents, carers and famLLH memhbers join us to celebrute the children’s hard work and
achievements. Thank you for your continued support — it made the event even more slmcLaL for
the children.
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Year 6 SATs

We are anro,d,Lb,Ly Iaroud of our Year 6 children for the hard work, determination and positive
attitude thzy showed, oLu,ring their SATs week. 77123 demonstrated fantastic resilience,
perseverance and, maturity through,out, a,plaro'ach,'mg each test with confidence and giving their
very best effort. To celebrute all of their hard work and dedication, the children anoyed a well-
deserved post-SATs treat of delicious ice cream sundaes, which was a Lcrvely way to mark the
end of a very successful week.




