
 

Week Commencing 11
th

 and 18
th

  May 2026 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 11
th

 May: Azalea, Pippa and Year 6 

          w/c 18
th

 May: Grace, Joss and Charlotte 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 128     Helvellyn 143   Blencathra 110 

 

Early Years 

What a fantastic end to the first half of the summer term! 

Over the past two weeks in Early Years, we have been developing our communication, 

imagination and phonics skills through a range of engaging activities. 

In Nursery, we explored rhyming through our “Rhyming 

Soup” activity, where we matched rhyming objects and 

thought of our own rhyming words. We also used our 

imaginations to create stories using picture prompts and 

practised recognising and sounding out CVC words 

during our “Cross the River” phonics game. 

In Reception phonics, we focused on reading and spelling words with adjacent consonants. We 

practised sounding out and blending words carefully and enjoyed sorting 

real and alien words using our phonics knowledge. 

This week in maths, we have been developing our 

understanding of positional language, maps and 

number recognition through a range of practical 

activities.  

 

We practised subitising dot patterns to 5 and worked 

on recognising numerals and matching them to quantities using our 

fingers, too. We explored positional language through small-world play, 

describing where objects were placed and using different viewpoints, 

including taking photographs from around the outdoor area. 

 

After reading We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, we recreated the story using 

small-world scenes and described the movement of characters. We also 

explored maps through What the Ladybird Heard, discussing landmarks 

and creating our own maps of familiar routes and places. 
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In Reception maths, we focused on number bonds, composition of 

numbers and counting beyond 10. We used activities such as “Grab 

10”, Numicon and Numberblocks to explore different ways to make 10 

and to understand “1 more”. We also investigated numbers to 20, 

ordering numbers and exploring how teen numbers are made.  

 

In literacy, we have been learning about fiction 

and non-fiction books and the difference between 

real people and fictional characters. 

We visited the library to explore non-fiction books 

and compared them to story books, discussing similarities and differences. We 

then looked at fact files; identifying key information such as a person’s name, 

date of birth, job and important facts. We created a class fact file about Neil 

Armstrong and then made our own using pictures, labels and key 

information. 

 

In our afternoons, we have explored different habitats and the animals that live in them. We 

learnt about jungle and savannah animals, discussing their features such as stripes, spots, tails 

and trunks and why they may need them. 

 

We enjoyed creative activities including matching animal prints, 

creating snake skin patterns and designing our own animal artwork 

inspired by zebras, giraffes, tigers and cheetahs. 

 

We also explored life 

cycles and 

metamorphosis through 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar, learning 

about the lifecycle of a 

butterfly and comparing 

it to the lifecycle of a frog.  
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Year 1 and 2 

 

This week in KS1 maths, we have been focusing on position and 

direction. We have been learning to understand and use the language 

of left and right, forwards and backwards and using positional 

vocabulary to describe movement and position accurately.  

 

In Year 2, we have been learning about unit and non-unit fractions. 

We have explored how to find fractions of amounts and used our 

understanding to shade and represent fractions in a variety of 

ways. 

 

In KS1 phonics, we have been developing our skills in segmenting and blending words with 

adjacent consonants and using this knowledge to support our 

spelling. We have been sorting words into real and alien words and 

reading them aloud using our phonics knowledge. We have also been 

recapping key spelling rules and using sounds to help us differentiate 

between spellings, choosing the correct sound for accurate spelling.  

 

In literacy, we have been planning our ‘hot 

writes’ by innovating our class text to create our 

own versions. We have been using the power of three and expanded noun 

phrases to describe our characters in detail. We then used our plans to 

complete our hot writes, applying our ideas into extended pieces of writing.  

 

In our afternoons ... 

 

In design and technology, we have been developing 

our sewing skills by designing and creating our own 

owl characters using leftover fabric. We used pins to 

attach pieces together and carefully trimmed them to 

size. We then used a running stitch to join the pieces 

and create our finished fabric owls.  
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In geography, we explored how the physical features of the Amazon Rainforest influence the 

Yanomami tribe and made links to their way of life. We found that features such as rivers are 

important for fishing, transport and providing a water source, leading the Yanomami to use 

canoes and nets. We then compared how the Yanomami people live with our own lives, using 

Venn diagrams to identify similarities and differences between our homes and their ‘Yanos’.  

 

In science, we learnt about deciduous and evergreen trees, comparing and 

sorting leaves based on their properties. We 

discovered that evergreen leaves are waxy and thick, 

while deciduous leaves are broader and less 

structured. We also explored seeds and the process 

of germination, learning how a seed changes from 

being dormant to germinating into a seedling. 

 

 

Year 3 and 4   

 

In Maths, we have been continuing to 

learn all about time. We have been 

developing our understanding of 

reading, writing and converting time 

between analogue and digital clocks, 

including using 12-hour and 24-hour 

times. In Year 3, we have been 

focusing on telling the time to the 

nearest minute, reading Roman numerals on clocks and comparing 

durations of time. In Year 4, we have been solving problems involving 

converting between different units of time and calculating start and end 

times using timetables and elapsed time questions. We have been using clocks and number lines 

to help us calculate different amounts of time and work out start and 

end points accurately. We are encouraging lots of time-telling practice at 

home to help build confidence and fluency. We have also been working 

hard to continue practising our times 

tables, particularly in Year 4, where 

quick recall is becoming increasingly 

important. Over half term, we are 

encouraging lots of extra practice on 

any multiplication facts that are still a 

little tricky.  
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In literacy, we have now completed our stories based on The 

Boy at the Back of the Class and have worked incredibly 

hard to apply a range of Year 3 and 4 writing skills from the 

National Curriculum. Throughout this unit, we have focused 

on planning, drafting, evaluating and improving our writing, 

as well as organising our ideas into clear paragraphs 

around a theme. We have used checklists to help us include 

key grammatical features such as fronted adverbials and 

precise adjectives and verbs as well as stretching our 

learning to try and include embedded clauses, relative 

clauses and commas for 

clarity. We have also worked 

on selecting ambitious 

vocabulary and using expanded noun phrases to add detail and 

description to our narratives. A particular focus has been on 

creating characters through their thoughts, feelings, dialogue and 

actions so that our stories are engaging and effective for the 

reader. In addition, we have practised using neat, legible joined 

handwriting and took pride in presenting our final published 

pieces carefully using our handwriting pens. We are extremely 

proud of the creativity, resilience and progress shown throughout 

our writing journey. 

 

Year 5 and 6 

What a fantastic final couples of weeks we’ve had this half 

term! It was SATs week last week and our Year 6s showed 

amazing maturity and resilience throughout. The assessments 

aren’t easy but we took them in our stride and enjoyed a little 

treat on the Friday to celebrate. In Year 5, we took the 

opportunity to focus on our maths for the week. We 

completed lots of arithmetic to practise what we’ve learned so 

far as well as starting and finishing a new unit on 

decimals.  
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This week has been all about our writing. 

We’ve been busy editing and revising our 

descriptive paragraphs and working hard 

to make our writing the best that it can 

be. We’ve been carefully considering the 

atmosphere we’re creating with our word 

choices and descriptive phrases. After 

many drafts, we ‘published’ our final 

pieces by writing them out in best and 

illustrating them ready for the summer 

flower show. They’re so good, we’ve 

brought a copy home for 

you to enjoy with us 

over half term.  

 

We’ve been really enjoying our class book, The Boy in the Tower, this half term 

and have explored some more passages in depth in our VIPERS. In any spare 

moment, we’ve enjoyed listening to the book and look forward to finishing it 

after half term.  

 

In science, we’ve now explored how micro-

organisms and plants can be classified using 

the process of taxonomy. We’ve looked at the 

different 

characteristics of 

organisms that 

belong to the 

Kingdoms of 

‘Protoctista’, ‘Prokaryote’ and ‘Fungi’. It was fascinating the learn 

about the differences between these groups. As part of this, we’ve set 

up an investigation into the conditions in which mould grows the 

quickest. Unfortunately, the investigation has been derailed by the 

fact that mould has not grown on any of our pieces of bread, despite 

the difference in conditions. After half term, we’re going to look into 

this further and our current hypothesis is that mould is not growing 

due to the chemicals in the bread designed to increase its shelf-life.  

 

In geography, we’ve been looking at maps to help us understand how 

and why settlements develop. We compared maps of San Francisco in 
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the USA and London and noticed some key differences. It was interesting to try and work out 

why San Francisco was built on a grid pattern and London 

wasn’t.  

 

This week, Year Five and Six had a visit from our local 

police force to teach us about the laws and consequences of 

knife crime. They taught us what the law says about 

carrying knives, how we can keep ourselves safe and what 

we can do if we’re ever shown, told about or asked to carry 

a knife.  

 

In music, we’ve had a lot of fun exploring gospel music. We’ve 

listened to and appraised three different gospel songs and had a go 

at both singing them and playing a long with our glockenspiels. We 

especially loved learning to sing ‘Oh Happy Day’ as the version we 

learned had a rap in the middle!  

 

In art we spent a fun 

afternoon mixing tints, tones 

and shades to match the skin 

colour on the backs of our 

hands. We really carefully 

observed the differences in 

colour on our hands and 

worked really hard to 

try and match all the 

different hues.  
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CUFC Football Tournament 

 

We recently took part in a fantastic football festival 

organised by Carlisle United F.C., where we played 

five exciting matches against children from schools 

all over Cumberland. Throughout the tournament, we 

demonstrated excellent teamwork, communication, 

determination and sportsmanship, as well as 

developing our passing, dribbling, defending and 

shooting 

skills. It 

was a wonderful opportunity to work together, 

encourage one another and represent our school with 

pride. The highlight of the day was having the chance 

to play on the actual pitch at Brunton Park, which 

made the experience even more memorable and exciting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEM Club 

In STEM club, we have been working together to organise all of our brand-new wellies ready for 

outdoor learning activities. We used teamwork, problem-solving and organisational skills to sort 

the wellies into sizes, label them carefully and make sure they were stored neatly so that 

everyone can access them easily. We showed excellent cooperation and communication 

throughout the task and took great pride in helping to prepare our resources for future adventures 

outdoors. 
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THRIVE home-learning projects 

Today, we have thoroughly 

enjoyed welcoming parents and 

family members into school to 

share our Home Learning 

Projects based on our THRIVE 

focus of Values and Ethos. Everyone worked incredibly hard to 

create thoughtful and creative projects linked to all elements of 

British Values. From designing campaigns to help keep our local 

area tidy, to exploring the rules and laws we follow both in 

school and across the UK, the projects showcased a fantastic 

understanding of the importance of respect, responsibility and community. It was lovely to see so 

many parents, carers and family members join us to celebrate the children’s hard work and 

achievements. Thank you for your continued support — it made the event even more special for 

the children. 
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Year 6 SATs 

 

We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 children for the hard work, determination and positive 

attitude they showed during their SATs week. They demonstrated fantastic resilience, 

perseverance and maturity throughout, approaching each test with confidence and giving their 

very best effort. To celebrate all of their hard work and dedication, the children enjoyed a well-

deserved post-SATs treat of delicious ice cream sundaes, which was a lovely way to mark the 

end of a very successful week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


