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Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Alex, Paige and Thomas  

Headteacher’s Award: Tyler 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw 86  Helvellyn 61   Blencathra 66 

 

 

Class 3 News 

 

As part of our learning in PSHE and Anti-bullying week, we have been creating shields about 

ourselves and our value. We had to explain why we had chosen each symbol and how it 

represents our personalities.  We really stretched our reasoning learning muscle to prove and 

justify our ideas, as well as stretching our imagination learning 

muscle to put ourselves in the shoes of the bully or the victim. 

As part of our learning, we also explored why people may be 

unkind towards others. This included a range of reasons from 

our race or religion, favourite sports team or 

how we look - we even discussed and 

challenged gender stereotypes to show that 

we should celebrate how different we all 

are, not use this as an excuse or reason to 

be unkind.  

 

In PSHE this week, we have been learning 

about the refugees from around the world. We asked questions and gave 

possible answers about two images to begin with, before finding out what 

the images actually showed. The first image was a painting depicting 

refuges in 1917 as a result of the Russian Revolution, and the second 

was a photograph of a family of refugees in 2018. We made links 

to our previous learning about charities, by learning about how 

charities have been helping refugees from around the world for over 

100 years. We found it quite shocking that despite all the amazing 

technology, healthcare, housing and transport we have in the UK, 

the basic needs of fellow humans from around the world are still not 

being met.  

 

In maths, we have been applying our knowledge of written methods 

to allow us to solve mathematical problems; having to first identify the operation and sequence 

of steps to complete each challenge. In Year 6, we have using the Bar Model to re[present our 

calculations and help us organise and visualize each question and in Year 4 and Year 5, we 
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have been working really hard to apply our calculation methods 

accurately in a range of situations. 

 

In literacy, we have been exploring our model text as a reader and 

as a writer. As a reader, we explored the meaning of new and 

unfamiliar words (using a dictionary to find the definition of each 

word, before constructing a list of synonyms) as well as stretch 

our inference and deduction skills to ‘read between the lines’ and 

work out what the author was meaning. We have really enjoyed 

completing The Midnight Fox, too, and were gripped at the danger 

and peril in the story - we were really frustrated when it was 

home time and we couldn’t hear the next chapter! 

 

In our Science lesson we conducted a variety of 

investigations relating to States of Matter. First, we 

explored the existence of matter in air by trying to 

squash a plastic bottle with its lid on and then off.  

The bottles only squashed flat when the lid was off, 

proving that there is matter (material or substance) 

in air.  We also investigated temperature; looking at 

how some materials can 

change state when they are 

heated or cooled.  As 

scientists, we predicted what we thought would happen and then used 

our observations to conclude what actually happened.  We investigated 

how long it takes for chocolate to melt at different temperatures and 

used our knowledge of liquids and solids to explain why a blue ice 

cube and a yellow ice cube turn into a green liquid when they warm 

up.  We were all really absorbed in our learning and worked incredibly hard.  Well done!  

 

In our German lesson we have been learning lots of 

new vocabulary about body parts and items of 

clothing.  We revisited previous learning by singing 

“Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes” in German (the 

German version has ‘mouth and nose’ in a different 

order to the English one).  We also practiced using the 

new vocabulary by sticking post it notes to ourselves 

or each other which labelled our items of clothing.  

This proved quite amusing, but we all had plenty of 

opportunity to recall our new German vocabulary.  
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Class 2 News 

 

During computing, as part of our programming 

unit of work, we have been using ‘Scratch’ to 

produce our own ‘Sprite characters’ and make 

them move around the screen in different ways. 

At the end of the unit we showed our completed 

Scratch programmes to the rest of the class. To 

complete each one, we had to collaborate and be very resilient when the sprite would not move 

the way we wanted it to. After showing them to the class, we completed a Scratch evaluation 

sheet, talking about what we enjoyed and what we thought went well. We also wrote down 

some next steps and improvements for when we use Scratch in the future.  

 

In our Maths No Problem lessons we have 

been exploring ‘bar models’. We found out that 

a ‘bar model’ is a way of representing a sum 

using different coloured bars. It is easy to 

visually see the calculation using this method 

and helps us to work out the answers to the 

word problem. We worked as a big team to 

practically make a model using the multi-link 

and then practised drawing some of our own ‘bar 

models’ in our learning journals. We had to use 

our noticing muscles to make sure that we had 

correctly labelled each part of the model, so that it 

made sense.  

 

As part of our Literacy learning and writing our 

‘tales of fear’, we have been peer assessing each 

other’s work. We each had a big post it note and 

had to read the writing of someone else, before writing down some strengths of their work and 

some improvements (next steps) for them to follow. We had to look very closely and pick out 

things like; great cursive handwriting, good 

paragraphing, lots of adjectives, good prepositions and 

excellent inverted commas. We then swapped our work 

back over and took time to read our comments. As a 

class, we found this extremely beneficial to our learning 

and this proved that we can always learn from each 

other, as well as the teacher.  
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Class 1 News 

We have been developing our knowledge of food and where some of the 

different foods that we eat come from. We discussed and looked at 

examples of foods from different food groups and why it is important 

that we eat a healthy and balanced diet. We would love for this 

learning to continue at home; perhaps when you are having tea you 

could discuss where everything you are eating originates from, whether 

it be a plant or animal!  

 

In Nursery and Reception, we have been developing our 

knowledge of 2D shapes and some of 

their different properties. We could not 

believe how many shapes we could spot 

around our classroom!  

 

We have also been developing our 

computing skills this week with Year 1 

focusing on navigating a website and 

finding information on an infant encyclopaedia. In Nursery and 

Reception, we have been developing our mouse control skills. It was 

great fun!  

 

 

Talkin Tarn Cross Country 

 

On Friday 8
th

 November, Class 3 took part in the 

Talkin Tarn Cross Country. This year, we entered a 

mixed girls and boys race team, which meant that 

we had to go around the tarn, as well as through 

different areas of 

the woods. Finn 

was the first boy 

back, coming 18
th

 

overall, and Leisha 

was not far 

behind! Everyone else ran around the tarn in the Fun Run. We 

all such a lovely afternoon and really pushed ourselves to 

keep going, even when we were tired!   
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Assemblies this week 

 

This week, we have been taking part in Anti-bullying Week, 

so one of our assemblies focused on how we can turn a 

negative situation into a positive one. We shared four 

feelings poems about being sad, angry, happy or scared, 

before linking these to friendships. We gave suggestions on 

how we 

could 

turn an unkind comment into a kind one, 

how we should always tell a trusted adult if 

we are worried about something and how 

one small act of kindness can make someone 

feel so much better. We also learned a little 

bit of the Haka in our assemblies this week, 

to help us remember that different cultures 

have different traditions and it is important 

to respect these. 

 

Armistice Day 

 

On Monday, we all met in Class 3 to take part in a 2 minute silence. We 

demonstrated excellent empathy skills and were all very reflective about 

why it is important to remember those who lost their lives in conflict.  

 

Anti-bullying week 

 

This week, we have been celebrating all that is different and unique 

about ourselves as part of Anti-bullying Week! Not only did we 

wear odd socks on Tuesday to really show how 

different we all are, but we recapped what we 

already knew about bulling and keeping safe 

online, before applying this to a range of 

situations and scenarios. Well done to everyone for wearing odd socks! 
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Visit to Farlam Church 

 

On Thursday, Class 2 and Class 3 had a brilliant 

walk to Farlam Church. On our way there, we 

comp[ared the seasonal changes and human and 

physical features of the landscape to build upon our 

geography 

learning, and 

we really enjoyed being able to apply our learning to our 

local environment. Some of us were lucky enough to spot 

a red squirrel! At the church, Reverend Johnsen showed 

us around each of the main areas (as well as explaining 

their main features and purpose), as well as pointing 

out signs, symbols and special objects in a Christian 

place of worship. 

We also shared a 

remembrance prayer 

at the War Memorial and thought about the sacrifice of 

those who lost their lives in conflicts around the world- 

particularly those from our local area. 
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Craft Fair - 14
th

 to 17
th

 November 2019 

 

If you have a spare minute over the weekend, please 

head along to the Craft Fair that is taking place from 

Thursday until Saturday in 

Hallbankgate Village Hall. Keep 

a close lookout for the PFA table, where we are selling lots of items to 

raise money for our school. We have our school tea towels and bags 

for sale, as well as lots of other Christmas goodies! 

A huge thank you to Emily in Class 1 for making 

some lovely Christmas crafts and the PFA for all 

their hard work, crafty donations and setting up 

and running our stall.  

 

A special thank you to Craft Club, too, who have 

made some amazing Christmas decorations, 

completely out of natural materials! We made 

hanging decorations out of branches, pine 

cones, sliver birch bark and orange slices; 

Christmas robins out of 

log slices, stones, 

leaves and bark; 

reindeers out of log 

slices and twigs and Christmas trees out of bark. 

Thank you to everyone who donated natural materials 

and Anne from the Governing Body for all her help! 

We think you’ll agree that they look very professional! 

 

 


