
 

Week beginning 11
th

 October 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Paige, Elliott and Vera  

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 34     Helvellyn 27     Blencathra 32    

 

Class 1 News 

 

Last Friday, we had the most wonderful time using our imagining 

skills to go on an Elmer inspired adventure! We found a note from 

Elmer the elephant asking us to visit him in the jungle and decided we 

would have to go on a magic carpet ride to the 

jungle to explore. Before we could set off though, 

we made some binoculars to take with us, 

designing our own colourful binoculars to help us 

to spot the different wildlife. We then set off on our 

adventure saying the magic spell to transform our 

classroom rugs into a flying magic carpet! When we arrived in the jungle, we 

spotted elephants, parrots and zebra to name a few animals and even rescued 

Elmer from a tree! We then headed back to school on the magic carpet: we 

cannot wait to go on another adventure soon! 

 

We had a brilliant time exploring on the library bus this week. We all 

had the opportunity to look at the array of books and to choose a book 

each. It was so much fun and we were so enthused about reading after 

our visit - although a little disappointed we couldn't go for a drive in 

the bus too!! 

 

Building on the learning we have been doing about 

the United Kingdom and England, this week our 

focus was the capital city London in our geography 

and understanding the world learning. We watched a video about some of the 

different landmarks and buildings in London and also 

looked at images; learning facts and information linked 

to different landmarks. 

Nursery and Reception then 

created models of some of the different 

landmarks and also created some charcoal 

drawings of them too. Year 1 have been 

creating interactive fact files which are going 

to contain levers, sliders and pivots to engage 

the reader, alongside their wonderful 

drawings and writing which demonstrates facts they have learnt. 
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Linked to our learning about London, we focussed our RE learning around Westminster Abbey. We 

looked at different features within a Christian place of worship and why Christians go to places 

of worship. 

 

We also had a brilliant time learning about Autumn and going on an 

Autumn hunt to collect different leaves. We used leaf identifiers to 

help us to work out the names of the different trees 

the leaves had fallen from. We then stuck the leaves 

onto some sticky plastic and have stuck it on our 

classroom window, it is amazing looking at the 

leaves up close, particularly the veins of the leaves and noticing how the sun 

streaks through them. 

 

Linked to our learning about the Colour Monster story and identifying our 

feelings and emotions, Class 1 decided they wanted to add their own Colour 

Monster additions. They decided they wanted to add the 

feelings of excited (purple), feeling funny or different 

(orange) or feeling tired or poorly (white). It is fantastic 

to see the children using their initiative to identify 

feelings they thought were missing, we are all so proud 

of them! We talk about our feelings every morning (and 

in the afternoon too if we have time!) and it has been 

great to see the children's confidence growing when they 

speak about and recognise their emotions. 

 

 

Class 2 News 

 

We have had a fabulous week this week in Class 2 and have stretched many learning muscles! 

In our PE lessons this week, we have been stretching our collaboration muscles as we worked as 

a team in hockey. We had to use many of the skills we had already 

been learning during the ball games we 

have been playing over the last few 

weeks and apply them into this game. 

It was challenging controlling the ball 

with the hockey stick but it was great 

fun! 
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In our Literacy learning, we have 

created our own barn owls, 

based on our class story. This 

was great fun and we really 

enjoyed creating descriptive 

sentences about our owls.  We 

also used our senses to help us 

think about the dark.  This provided us with a great 

starting point to begin our writing and then develop ways of making it 

more interesting, including using alliteration and adjectives. 

  

Later in the week, we began plotting out the story 

of the Owl who was afraid of the dark and began 

to plan our own stories. It was fantastic to see 

how absorbed everyone was in their learning!  

 

 

 

We really enjoyed a visit to the Library 

Bus this week! We had great fun 

choosing a book to take back to class 

in order to enjoy ourselves and share 

with our classmates! 

 

 

 

In our Art learning this week, we made links to our History topic, Romans. We researched Roman 

shields, we carefully observed styles, colours and patterns and then we designed our own shield 

in preparation for making them next week. We are very excited to be able to share our shields in 

next week’s newsletter! 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

What an amazing week we’ve had in our maths learning this 

week! Building on our learning from last week (where we explored 

multiples and factors), this week, we stretched our ‘making links’ 

and reasoning learning muscles in order to successfully apply, 

identify, reason and prove whether numbers were prime numbers 

or composite numbers, as well as whether numbers were square 

numbers or cube numbers! We really enjoyed using our technique 

of, ‘I say, you say’ to help us recall the definition of these types of 

numbers, for example: A prime number has only two factors, a 

prime number is only divisible by one and itself. When we were unsure of an answer, we used 

this recall to help us to remember what we were trying to identify. In Year 4, we have been 

exploring what happens when we multiply by 1 or zero before 

moving on to learning how to multiply and divide by powers 

of ten: in Year 5 and 6, we moved onto this too and tried to 

make links between our knowledge of number to help us 

calculate these answers more efficiently. We have also been 

solving problems this 

week to help us to 

develop our fluency.  

 

As part of our literacy 

learning, we have been continuing to develop of 

knowledge and understanding of how to write 

persuasively. To help us organise our writing, we 

explored non-fiction texts to identify the key features, 

before stretching our planning muscle to plan out each 

element of our persuasive pieces. We had to make sure that we addressed the reader directly, 

used emotive language and literary features such as powers of three, alliteration or rhetorical 

questions to add detail and interest. We are looking forward to 

completing these next week and learning some poetry from 

Shakespeare’s, Macbeth.  

 

In our computing learning this 

week, we have been exploring 

flat-file databases in a little more detail. Building on from 

learning about searching with <  > or = signs last week, this 

week, we searched a range of databases using ‘and’ or ‘or’ 

functions. We were fascinated with what the search terms 

returned and how we can identify larger groups of data 

that contain the same information. We recapped our knowledge of fields and types of data that 
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might be stored, too. We are all really enjoying our computing learning and are showing great 

independence in interpretting these data tables which will really help our maths learning, too!  

 

In our Religious Education lesson this week, we stretched our empathy 

learning muscle to think about how the Dalai Lama is a leader.  We found 

out that he was identified as being the next Dalai Lama at the age of two, 

before being taken to the Potala Palace in Lhasa, ordained as a monk and 

trained to be the leader and religious guide for all Tibetans. We discussed 

the skills that he would have needed to possess, especially when making 

tough decisions to avoid 

conflict, as well as the 

discipline needed to be a Monk. We also explored 

some of the things that he is known to have 

said, so that we could stretch our reasoning 

learning muscle to think carefully about how he 

leads Buddhists around the world with his 

teachings. We decided that regardless of religion, 

anyone can learn from his wisdom. What do 

think the important messages are in these 

famous quotes?  

‘It is vital that when educating our children's brains that we do not neglect to educate their 

hearts.’ 

‘Our planet is our house, and we must keep it in order and take care of it if we are genuinely 

concerned about happiness for ourselves, our children, our friends, and others who share this 

great house with us.’ 

 

Finally, on Friday we eventually got our turn on the Library Bus! Before we got to out and 

choose some new books on Tuesday, the bus broke down! We were all very disappointed but it 

was worth the wait! We are really enjoying our reading and all chose a book that we would like 

to read for pleasure.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we continued with our 

learning in science all about electricity. We 

completed our first POP (proof of progress) task of 

the term and had to closely observe some circuit 

diagrams and identify whether or not the light 

bulb in them would light up. We were all able to explain our thinking and identified incomplete 

circuits, missing components and open switches which would prevent the flow of electricity to a 

bulb. Next, we put our knowledge into practise building 

series circuits, trying out different components. We learned 

about batteries and their voltage and came up with 

hypotheses about the affect changing the number of 

batteries would have on our components. After testing our 

theories, we noticed that more batteries meant a higher 

voltage of electricity in our circuits which in turn led to brighter bulbs, louder buzzers and faster 

motors. After that we thought about the effect of changing the number 

of components in our circuit might have. Again, we made hypotheses 

and tested them with our circuits. This time, we discovered that adding 

more components reduced the voltage available to each 

component and therefore led to dimmer bulbs, quieter 

buzzers and slower motors.  

 

We had a busy 

afternoon on Thursday. 

We began putting all 

our learning so far 

about the changes 

through prehistory into 

zigzag books. Using our knowledge organisers, timelines, non-

fiction books and our tablets, we began researching each era from 

the Stone Age to the Iron Age and started to write about what life 

would have been like, how we know 

and what evidence shows us as well 

as documenting the changes and 

consequences of these changes over the time period. There was a 

lot of creative approaches going on with timelines and maps being 

drawn to communicate historically.  

 

 

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Outdoor Mathematics 
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What a busy week we had in our outdoor maths lesson last week! In Year 3, 4,5 and 6, we 

explored fractions of amounts; marking and labelling blank numberlines to include different 

fractions. We used the short division formal written method (and mental calcuations) to help us 

work out unknown amounts, before labelling these accurately by using metre sticks, trundle 

wheels and measuring tapes. In Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, we practised our 

measuring skills and language of comparison by measuring different parts of our bodies.  

 

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Weekly Wellbeing  

 

Last week, we worked together to carefully plan and 

identify what we wanted where (and why!) in our 

new outdoor classroom. In Class 1, we explored the 

seasonal changes that we could see, before exploring 

our new site with our friends in Class 2 and 3. We 

then all worked together to decided what jobs we 

needed to complete and we are looking forward to 

getting them started, next week! We decided that we 

need to: 

- move strawberry plants and rhubarb crowns to our vegetable garden; 

- check to see if our willow cuttings have started to grow roots; 

- conduct a tree survey to identify the types of trees already on the site; 

- begin to clear the weeds and mark out the paths; 

- create a journal of the seasonal changes that we can see, and 

- tie up the autumn-fruiting raspberries that have been damaged by the 

wind.  

 

We also made links to our maths learning by measuring the area and 

perimeter of our new seating area. We used the ‘I say, you say’ technique 

to recall and remind ourselves of what each term meant and we 

remembered it accurately...despite not completing this unit of learning 

since before the summer holidays!  
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We are all really enjoying being outside and working together- 

we’ve noticed just how much our relationships with each other 

have flourished and we are getting to know everyone properly 

again after being in our bubbles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brilliant Buddies! 

To help us re-connect with each other, we have all really enjoyed learning and playing with our 

new Buddies! We are all paired up with someone else in our school and it has been wonderful to 

see how kind and caring everyone has been, as well as all of the wonderful manners that we 

have been hearing! We are looking forward to sharing more learning with each other over the 

coming weeks.  
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School Learning Council and Sports and Wellbeing Council Elections 

On Friday, we held our annual elections 

for our School Learning Countil and 

Sports and Wellbeing Council! We made 

links to British Values and democracy by 

voting for the people that we thought 

would be the most effective in each role. 

We can’t 

wait to make a start on our new 

roles! Our new School Learning 

Council and Sports and Wellbeing 

Council will be announced once the 

votes have been counted... 

 

Note From Our School Governors 

The first governors’ meeting of the academic year was held this week and the governors were 

very pleased to welcome David Kirby, new parent governor, to the Governing Body]. It was 

particularly interesting to hear of the many exciting school activities taking place since the start 

of term from educational visits to the development of the new outdoor learning area. This project 

has a huge amount of potential to benefit the children [and local wildlife ]for years to come.  

 

As well as educational visits and a return to activities in the community, the easing of Covid 

restrictions also enables governors to resume their monitoring visits to school to chat with staff 

and children. We have been reliant on Zoom through the pandemic to meet with staff and the 

School Learning Council, but actually being in school is something we really enjoy doing and we 

have sorely missed this.  

 

There is information on the school website about the work of our school governors. If you would 

like to know more, please ask any one of us. 


