Weeks beginning 12" and 18™ April 2016
VIP’s w/c 11t April were Kelsey and Chloe
VIP S w/c 18“’ Aprll were Jasmme and Matty
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Leanu’ng From Each Other - Bui]c[ing Successtul Learners

Welcome back! We hope you all had a restful Easter break. This term we OffiCially welcome
AlliCia ahd Georgia into Class 2 and 2. e hope they will be very happy here at Hallbankgate
School.

Class 1 have been learhing about measures this week and, in partiCular, we have been |earhing
how to tell the time. e have been |earhing O’CIOCK, half past, quarter past and quarter to and
have been using a time song to help us. We used the CloCck on the playground to practise being
the hands (trying to make sure the taller personh acted as the minhute hand) and have also been
drawing hands on clock faces to show what we know. IAJe have been solving time problems t0o;
working out what the time will be 2 hours later or What time is half-way between 3 o’Clock and 5
o’clock, for example!

Ih sCience we have started investigating what flowers
and plants |0OK like and all of their different parts; using
plants from the sChool grounds to draw and then label.
We have also been learning about seasonhal Changes and
have been exploring all the hew growth on the trees and
earning about types of clouds on sunny days.

Class 2 have been learnhing about evolution and adaption
in our science lessons. e have been stretChing our
questioning learhing muscles to try and fihd out about how anhimals have Changed over millions
Of Years and why they might have heeded t0 adapt ahd Change.

Class 2 have also been |earning about measures in our maths lessons. We have been practising
reading sCales (whether they are on rulers, weighing sCales or measuring cylinders) and making
the link between Kilograms and grams, ml and [, Cm, m ahd Km; converting between the units to
solve problems too! Wle have also been getting to grips with Roman numerals! We have all been
working out what they mean, how you read them, how you write them and the rules that you
heed to use. [Lots of Cchildren decided to make their own little reminder key in their maths
books- what excellent planning!



In Class 1, we are learning about Christianity and have been
reading the story of Noah’s Ark so that we could talk and learn
about trust. We sang some songs to help us remember the story
and tried to decide how you could show that You trust
somebody and how trust is very important. We then worked in
pairs to be guided around the Classroom whilst blindfolded to
really test our trust! e made linKks to our maths earhing too;
giving Clear instructions of |left and right and quarter and half
turns to make sure everyone moved safely.

In Class 2, we are learning about Islam and have been stretching
our questioning learning muscle to share what we want to [earn
about the religion this term. We have started to [earh about important people and places and
will heed to use this learning as part of our upcoming RE learhing Challenge. As part Of our
Challenge, we are working in pairs to research ahd write our ownh hews report on IslamiC beliefs,
traditions, culture and daily life, SO that we Can film and present these to Class 1 Children. We
have been thinking Carefully about who our audience is ahd have been making sure we have only
been distilling the most important £acts.
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In art, Class 2 are learhing about the AncCient Greeks
and have been researching and imitating Greek
patterns. We experimented with a range of materials
and Created a huge mosaic.

In Class 1 we have been continuing our learhing about
measures
and have
been using
the balancCe sCales and measuring Cylinders to =t
investigate mass and Capacity. We worked together to =+
predict which container would hold the Most, Same |l gy ==
Or |east amount Of water and then tested our
predictions; reading the sCales acCurately. We then
ordered ourselves from smallest CapacCity to largest ﬁ
Capacity. :

In Class 2 we have also beeh continuing our measures learhing and talked about how baking,
measuring or Cooking Cah help us to read sCales in everyday life. We are moving on to deepen
our Knowledge about time next week - ghother sKill that Can easily be practised at home!



~ In Class 1, we are |earhing about the Ancient Qlympics.
. We found out that the first sport was a ‘Foot race’
= Wwhere 20
——= people ran
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AR \\‘! down a

make it easier
tO uhderstand
how far the traCk was, we decided to go outside and
measure it in the playground... except our playground
was howhere hear long enough! The runners would
have had to do four lengths of the playground!
TReception and Nursery children made shields that y »
would have been used in some of the games ahd some children made the shields Very aCCurate;
drawing chariot racing and running races.

In Class 2 we have started our learhing about mountains and
mountain ranges around the world. e were Challenged with
Creating a world map that included all the oceans, main
mountain ranges, famous mountains and Capital Cities without
the use of the internet! We stretChed our Capitalising muscles
and capitalised on our own khowledge, the knowledge of
others, ah atlas, hoh-fiction books ahd a globe to complete
the Challenge. Everyone enjoyed using and getting to grips
with how atlases work ahd there were |ots Of links t0 maths as
we compared the height and lengths of mountain ranges!

In Class 1 we have started our hew topicC all
about fairy tales. SO far we have explored what
a traditional tale is and how many versions Canh
be written as each time it is told a storyteller
= makes it their own. e started Off our Writing

~ this term with a Class story about Jack, who had
| 3 Very |ong anhd exciting adventure onh the way to
see his grandmother. To make our writing as
interesting and exciting as possible, we have been using our senses to add detail to our
descriptions.

(1)

Next in Class 1, we explored the tale of Hansel and Gretel using Anthony Hansel and Gretel
Browne’s picture book. We used our senses again to think about what it would
be like to be left alone in the woods ahd how it would feel. We Came up with
some fabulous phrases such as, ‘I let out a SCream but ho sound Came out,” and
‘1 could smell a witch’s spell.” Towards the end of the week, we have been
working carefully to remember t0 add punhCtuation t0 Our sentences.
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N2 P " In Class 2 we have started our topiC of Myths and [egends and writing

i £ Journalistically. We have explored hews reports, inCluding identifying the
5Ws and ah H (who, what, where, when, Why and how) and fronted

Y8 adverbials (the ‘why’, the ‘where’ ahd the ‘when’ something

=1 })’) happened). After making predictions whilst reading the \@E \
%Tﬁfmdvlw myth of Daedalus and JCarus, we have worked ih groups to
produce a TV hews report, recounting the fateful story. We m‘ﬂs
wrote SCripts, performed and filmed our reports and gave each other
constructive feedbaCk to help us improve our presenting. Next week we will be ‘
putting all that we have explored into pracCtise by Writing our ownh hews reports,

based onh anhother Greek myth.

In Class 1 this week, we have beguh to explore maps.

' We have looked at our |oCal area on different maps,

identifying features and places we recognise. We

mapped our tables, then our Classroom, before mapping

the playground. Everyone worked really hard to think

about the ‘birds eye view’. In Reception and Nursery,

we have been exploring maps too. We have been

| thinhking about physiCal and man-made features and
even made a treasure map!

In Class 2, we haVve started an Ancient GGreece hewspaper project. We have formed into groups
and have worked together to decCide who should have whiCh role in our journalism team. e are
how in the beginning stages of producing a digital hewspaper documenting all aspects of
Ancient Greek life and history.

In Music this week, we have begun to explore using our voices. In both Classes we have
successfully managed to sing in a round, with Class 2 evenh mahaging to split into three groups!

Inh Germanh we have started [00king at how you could tell a story. In Class 2, we have been
working oh the fairy tale of Dorhroschen (Sleeping Beauty) and have learnt key phrases for each
part of the story. We have also been exploring how the umlaut over the ‘0’ Changes the sound
Of the vowe| using silly honsense words and tongue twisters. In Class 1 we have been working
hard to count to 20.

Early Years

We have had a fantastiC start to our Summer Tert in Early Years! We have been desighing and
building a brilliant Castle ih our role play area, linking t0 our topiC Of once upon a time. We
developed desighs and different ideas for the Castle and some of these have been inCorporated
into the structure of the Castle, such as the tower.



In phonicCs with Reception, we have beenh continuing to
develop our knowledge of digraphs and trigraphs and
how identifying these Can help us when sounding out or
reading words. e have also been using our segmenting
and blending skills to write words using our knowledge
Of sounhds and letters tO support us.

In phoniCs with Nursery, we have been continuing to develop
our kKhowledge of individual letters and their Corresponding
sounds and actions. Qur brand new sound is the letter m ahd
we have been considering different objects that may begin
with or contain the letter m. e have also beguh to read words
ourselves which is absolutely fantastic! e used our knowledge
Of the letters s, a, t, p, i, h anhd m to sound out the words mat,
map and sat! We also went on our very own bear hunt! Tt was
great fuh and we acted out the different parts Of the story
outside.

In Maths we have been developing our khowledge of
humbers ahd ordering numbers aCCurately. Reception
have been furthering their understanding of finding
humbers which are more or |ess thah a given number,
using a humber line to support them. We have also been
developing our knowledge of addition ahd construcCting
addition calculation from active counting activities. With
Nursery we have been developing our khowledge of
humbers up to and bridging 10. We have particularly been
Focusing on humber recognition and ordering the numbers
confidently from o up to 10. What great mathematiCians!

In Class 1 we have been working hard on
our lighthouses and fitting the elecCtricCal
Circuits into lighthouses, in order to light
the bulb. We experimented with Creating
electrical Circuits beforehand and
discussed and explored some of the
different components heeded tO Create a Complete CirCuit.
We then had to Carefully Create and secure the CirCuit onto
our lighthouses. We achieved this by working collaboratively
anhd using our hoticing sKills to ensure all Components were
linked effectively to complete the Circuit. We also added
switChes to the CirCuits to allow us to turn the lights on and Off by ourselves and to enable us
€O Create a flashing effect. They are |00King fantastic!




