
 

Week beginning 12
th & 19

th

 December 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  87    Helvellyn  93    Blencathra  77 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

What a busy week we have had in Class 1 this week! 

We have enjoyed doing lots of Christmas crafts, 

including creating Christmas log slice decorations using 

our fingerprints. Following on from creating our 

designs last week, we have also been creating 

personalised Christmas cards. It has been really 

interesting experimenting with different techniques and it is lovely to see that every card is 

unique!  

 

We have also been practising and adding the finishing touches to our Christmas Nativity play, 

Little Angel Gets Her Wings. We have all worked really hard to learn our lines and all of the 

different songs and dances and cannot wait for you to see it! 

 

Within our play, we have also enjoyed using the 

Christmas continuous provision toys to create our own 

stories and have delivered lots of presents as Santa and 

elves! We have also been adding decorations to 

Christmas trees, using our noticing skills to find spaces 

and name the different decorations we can see.  

 

On Wednesday afternoon, we enjoyed a Christmas treat in Class 1! We had 

delicious hot chocolate drinks with marshmallows and also enjoyed some 

tasty popcorn and chocolate penguin biscuits while we watched The Highway Rat, which was 

the winner of our class vote. We then enjoyed exploring our Christmas continuous provision 

activities, including dressing up as Santa and Elves to deliver presents, writing Christmas lists 

and decorating different Christmas trees. We also conducted a vote to see what we would like do 

as our treat activity, deciding to do some gymnastics 

using the equipment- we even listened to some 

Christmas songs while doing it which was fun! 
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Class 1 Christmas Cards 2022 
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Class 1 and 2 performed their Christmas play, Little Angel Gets Her Wings, this week, and it was 

wonderful! All of the children demonstrated commitment when learning their lines and all of the 

different songs and dances and they did an amazing job. We are so proud of all of the children, 

they are truly superstars!!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

In our literacy learning this week, we have finished 

reading our class text, Charlotte’s Web! Over the 

course of the week, we read a chapter every day and 

we were hooked to find out what would happen next. 

We actually thought that the ending was quite sad and that Charlotte was a 

heroine- not the unwelcoming spider that we were first introduced to. We really enjoyed 

discussing character developments, vocabulary and the 

author’s techniques during our VIPERS daily reading questions 

this week and we are looking forward to our next class read 

after Christmas.  

As well as our daily VIPERS questions, this week we have 

been working towards completing our ‘hot write’ stories, 

based on the story structure of ‘defeating the monster’. Using 

all of our learning from this term, we carefully constructed these narratives 

using detailed plans that we co-constructed initially, before developing our own 

characters, storylines and figurative language. We focused on 

stretching our capitalising learning muscle throughout the 

whole week, making sure that we carefully chose the most 

effective technique and vocabulary to convey our meaning.  

After working incredibly hard all term, we have now 

completed our Mayan-inspired woven decorations! This week, 

we worked carefully to add a stick (from which our 

weaving hangs) and take it off the loom- it was nerve-

racking! We think you’ll agree that they are very 

effective! We are so impressed with the development of 

our DT skills, as well as how much we have developed 

our understanding of how we can effectively stretch and 

apply our planning learning muscle! We have also 

evaluated our products and worked out what we could 

improve or enhance next time, as well as the most 

effective elements.  

To complete our computing learning this week - and to make links with our RE learning, 

geography skills and understanding of the world around us - we have been using 2021 Census  
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data to compare features of the population around the UK. Using the 

interactive map (https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps), we 

collected data about population size and population density, as well 

as religions and how people travel to their place of work. It was 

fascinating to com[pare rural locations to urban locations, as well as 

trying to imagine how many 

people would fit into one 

square kilometre. After collecting our data and drawing 

comparisons, we suggested what resources, facilities and 

religious buildings could be developed if we were town 

planners. We also looked at historic census data to 

compare how data collection has changed over the last 

100 years.  

As well as all of this exciting learning, we completed a few more Christmas play rehearsals! We 

are very excited for you to see it! 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

What a festive musical treat we had on Wednesday morning. We all enjoyed performing for our 

friends and families as well as listening to each other playing solos on our instruments. 

Everyone joined in with some festive songs and we even had some actions during The Twelve 

Days of Christmas that got everyone in the Christmas spirit. Everyone who has been working 

hard with Ben Draper over the past year played a Christmassy song for us. It was wonderful to 

see the confidence and also the development in each musician since our last little performance in 

the summer. It takes a lot of courage to perform in front of an audience and all the performers 

took it in their stride. Music club wowed us with a two part round and recorder club played two 

flawless Christmas carols.  

 

That afternoon we were in for another treat as we travelled with Class 

2 to Hexham’s Queen’s Hall to watch a performance of the Wind in the 

Willows. It was fabulous! There was some great set design, lots of 

action to keep us interested and live musicians providing all the 

interesting sound effects. Mr Toad even got Miss Hutton involved and 

we couldn’t stop laughing when he came off the stage to hug her!! We 

enjoyed a snack of popcorn and sweets as we watched the second half 

and by then end we were joining in cheering and chanting with the 

cast.  

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps
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On Thursday, we 

had a super busy 

day in the classroom. 

We put all of our 

learning about the 

Maya city-state 

decline into a 

newspaper article. We 

had to make sure we 

introduced who the 

Maya were, what happened to the city-

states and then explain each theory before concluding with our own opinion about which theory 

was most likely to be the cause of the decline. We all persevered to get this completed in the 

lesson, with some children even choosing to stay in over break 

time to finish it!  

 

After working on our hot writes in literacy we then moved on to 

our final science investigation for our electricity topic. Santa 

had set us an important mission to create him a two light traffic 

light to let him know if it was safe to land at the North Pole (it 

can get very icy!). We had to use 

our knowledge of circuits and switches to 

make a circuit that could switch each light 

on in turn. This proved extremely tricky as 

we managed to get both light bulbs lit but 

then had to work out how we could just 

switch one on in turn. Eventually we 

worked it out using a two way switch 

made of card and split pins and we all 

managed to make the traffic lights and 

draw a circuit diagram as a plan for Santa. Finally, we had to 

work out how we could make the lights as bright as possible as it can be very foggy and 

snowy. We decided we needed to add an extra battery pack as this would provide extra voltage 

to ensure the lightbulb is fully powered. This was a task where we 

needed to both persevere and collaborated to ensure our group succeeded 

in the challenge. We needed to work in stages to solve problems and 

isolate where the problems were occurring so we could fix them.  
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Class 2 and 3 Queen’s Hall visit 

On Wednesday, Years 2 - 6 travelled to 

Hexham to watch a special theatre 

production of The Wind in the Willows. It 

was such a treat to experience a live 

theatre performance and it really inspired 

us for our very own performances next 

week. A HUGE thank you to the PFA for 

their significant contribution towards this 

trip- we had an amazing time and we were able to make lots of links 

to our music curriculum whilst we were there. We loved hearing the 

musicians play a range of instruments and we were fascinated by all 

of the artistic techniques and features. 

 

 

Christmas Party 

On Friday 16
th

 December, we had our Christmas party! We had singing and dancing, party 

games and party treats to take home! We all had lots of fun and enjoyed meeting a very special 

visitor! 

 

 

Christmas Carol and Music Concert 

We’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who was able to join us on Wednesday for a 

mice-pie and musical morning! With Christmas songs and carols - and very special debut 

performances by Ben Draper’s musicians and our very own recorder club - we all had a very 

festive start to the day. Well done everyone and thank you to all those that attended! 
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Class 3 Christmas Performance  

Class 3 did an amazing job of performing The Match Girl’s Christmas! We are so incredibly 

proud of each and every one of you! You are amazing! 
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Outdoor Play and Learning 

We’ve had another exciting couple of weeks developing our 

play skills at breaktimes! With the frosty weather that we’ve 

had during the course of the last week, so many of us have 

learnt how to play safely and manage the risks of exciting 

new activities...  
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And finally... 

 

We would like to say a huge THANK YOU and 

WELL DONE to everyone in our school! You have 

blown us away with your resilience and dedication 

this term and we can’t wait to see you all back in 

school on Wednesday 4
th

 January 2022! 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas 

and a healthy and happy New Year. 
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