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th

 June  2023  

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: , Isla, Lewis and  Ruby   

 

Housepoints total:   Skiddaw   195    Helvellyn   182  Blencathra   165 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception)  

 

In our maths learning in Nursery this week , we 

have been focusing on sequencing and beginning to 

develop an understanding of time. We sorted 

images of things that we might do during the night 

and day and identified that there are some things 

which may be do ne at night and during the day. 

We also sequenced images and discussed our 

morning routines before school and a typical day 

at school, using the language of first, next and later 

to describe the timing of different events. In our 

maths learning in 

Reception, we have 

been exploring early 

subtraction, using 

stories and objects to 

support us when 

counting. We have 

also been using a  

new maths resource this week, R ekenreks. 

We used our subitising skills to p ractise 

moving the beads on a Re kenrek in one push 

and a re looking forward to exploring and using 

them more.  

 

In our phonics in Reception we have started to 

look at CVCC words, using our listening skills to 

carefully identify and form adjacent consonants 

within words. We have also been exploring 

capital letters  this week and identifying the purpose of a capital letter 

within a word. In phonics in Nursery , we have been exploring 

alliteration and matching pictures with the same initial sounds together. 

We have also been developing our blending skills and practising  our early letter formation. In 

Nursery we have also been playing a game of noisy pairs and joining in with repeated refrains 
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within a story. We also had found going on a listening walk outside and painting with water 

using the paint brushes to develop our  fine and gross motor skills.  

 

Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and 

Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world 

learning this week , we continued to 

learn about the sacred text within 

Judaism, the Torah. We recapped some 

of the key facts 

about the To rah from last week and enjoyed 

listening to the story of Moses. We discussed the 

moral of the story, with most of us deciding 

that the moral was based around kindness to 

others or allowing everyone to be free.  

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning this week, we continued to learn about 

different animal groups, this week, focusing on 

fish. We learnt about some of the different 

characteristics of fish and some of the 

similarities and differences between fish and 

other animal classification gro ups. In Nursery 

we enjoyed imitating fish and their movements and creating our own 

underwater habitat for our small world ocean creatures. In Reception 

and Year 1 we drew pictures of a fish of our choice and formed a 

sentence describing a characteristic of  a fish.  

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning, we have started 

our new topic around the local area. We began by re - capping our 

knowledge of human and physical geography, sorting different images into the correct categories. 

We also enjo yed looking on a map to find Hallbankgate and describing some 

of the human and physical geography features we could see based on the 

map.  

 

In our art and expressive arts and design 

learning we have started our new focus 

around the seaside, focusing on the work of 

Claude Monet. We looked at images of some of 

Kmlcrªq umpi _lb bgqasqqcb qmkc md rfc
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techniques he used and what their impact was.  

 

In our design technology learning and expressive arts and design learning this week we finally 

finished our puppets.  We have worked really hard on the design and making process for our 

puppets and the finished puppets look amazing. It is so brilliant to have such a range of unique 

puppets, including hand puppets and string puppets. We cannot wait to enjoy and play with 

them now!  
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Class 2  News  (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In our PE learning this week , 

we have been continuing with 

our sports day preparation. 

With only a week to go , we 

are all super excited! The 

weather has been very hot 

and sunny,  with  most children bringing in a sunhat and sun cream. However, for lessons like 

PE where we have to be outside it is important that all children have a hat and sun cream for 

protection.  

  

In our l iteracy learning this week , we have been learning how to build suspense and fear into 

our writing.  We did some role play to develop our ideas of how someone might react when they 

are scared. We worked together to discuss some ideas and then went outside to act them out.  On 

Tuesday , we used adjec tives to describe the settings of barns and outbuildings to link to our 

class story ,too. We then began to think how we can build these words into sentences.  

 «G _k fgbgle `ca_sqc G _k qa_pcb,¬ 

  «G _k k_igle kwqcjd qk_jj,¬ 

 

In our s cience le arning this week , we looked at the seeds that we 

planted last week. We thought about our predictions and checked if 

rfcw ucpc amppcar, Uc f_b qmkc qspnpgqcq _q uc bgblªr cvncar rfc

seeds with no sunlight 

to grow at all! W e 

closely observed them and discusse d the reasons 

they had grown as they had.  
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Class 2  News  (Miss Johnstone)  

 

This week in our guided reading sessions, we have 

`ccl pc_bgle msp aj_qq rcvr9 ©Qfccn Nge `w Bgai Igle

Qkgrf,ª Uc dmasqcb ml rfc TGNCP qigjj md ©npcbgarª _lb

©gldcpclacª, answering questions about the text. As a 

class, we have been looking at how some of the 

characters were feeling at different parts in the 

story. We 

are getting 

more 

amldgbclr _r rfc ©gldcpclacª oscqrgmlq, Qm d_p, we are 

enjoying the story and we made some lovely predictions 

as to what we think will happen next.  

  

In our history learning , we have been looking at 

different examples of explanation texts; ©how to fly a 

hot air 

balloon ª and 

©how to use 

the internet ª. We spent time picking out the features of 

the explanation texts; t itle, sub headings, introduction, 

paragraphs, conclusion, time connectives and casual 

connectives. As a group, we discussed each feature as 

we went along , unpicking each text. After studying 

these examples, we started to think about plann ing our 

mul cvnj_l_rgml rcvr jglicb rm msp rmnga md ©Rfc dgpqr

djgefr,ª Amjj_`mp_rgtcjw* uc a_kc sn ugrf _ emmb nj_l

for what we will have in our introduction, each sub heading and conclusion. We will continue to 

build up our own explanation text 

over the next few weeks.  
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In our art learning this week , we have been studying the 

French artist Henri Rousseau and looking at his famous 

jungle paintings. We learnt that Henri was born in 1844 

_lb fc bgcb gl /7/., ?drcp jc_plgle _`msr Fclpgªq jgdc* uc

looked a t his many different paintings from jungle scenes 

to portraits of people. From one of his jungle pictures we 

discussed what was in the foreground, middle ground and 

background. 

Last week , we 

sketched the 

foreground of 

the picture this week we focused on the  middle 

ground. Next week we will sketch the background. 

Using our noticing skills, we added in all of the 

details and learnt how to draw the plants in the 

picture using the heart shape technique for the 

leaves.  

  

This week in our maths learning, in Y ear 3, we  have been learning about units of time and 

difference between a day, hour, min ute and a second. As part of this learning , we had to use 

the more than, less than and equal to symbols to complete the sentences. We used our knowledge 

of how many seconds the re are in a minute and how many minutes there are in an hour to 

complete the work. Some of the questions 

required us to convert minutes into hours , for 

example; 100 minutes = 1 hour and 40 minutes. 

This was quite challenging but we persevered 

and helped eac h other to solve these trickier 

questions. To stretch our learning even further 

uc f_b rm amknjcrc _ ©slgrq md rgkc af_jjclec

qfccr,ª 

 

In Year 3, we were also lucky enough  to join Year 

4 for a sw imming introduction  this week! We all 

had a great time and enjoyed being able to have 

fun with the children  weªll be in a class with 

next year!  
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Class 3 News   

Ucªtc f_b _lmrfcp cvciting and busy week in Class 3  this week!  

 

In our literacy learning, we began the week by exploring our model text 

_q _ ©pc_bcpª _lb _q _ ©upgrcpª, Bspgle rfgq jcqqml* ucstretched  our 

©noticing ª learning muscle to read the story at a much deeper level, 

making sure that we all understood the main p lot points and subtleties 

in the text. Following this, we explored how the author had constructed 

the narrative; identifying the features that show the journey that the 

character is making and developing our awareness of how to write 

engaging and effective  openings and endings. This built on our learning from last week (where 

we practised writing a range of different openings based on action, dialogue, something 

glrpgesgle mp glrcpcqrgle _lb qfmugle rfc af_p_arcpªq dccjgleq' _lbthis helped us to consolidate 

our  knowledge of key grammatical features. Throughout the rest of the week, we applied our 

knowledge to write a range of different settings that the character might find themselves in, 

making sure that we included lots of description to set the mood and atmos phere. We found it 

fascinating how you can change this (and therefore the tone of the paragraph or story), just by 

selecting a different location, type of weather or series of actions and we enjoyed writing 

contrasting paragraphs. This practise allowed us to experiment with vocabulary and sentence 

structures , too, that we were then able to apply as we started  rm upgrc msp ©u_pk upgrcª 

narratives based on our character going on a journey through a range of settings.  

 

In our daily guided reading lessons, we have started to explore how the 

author uses vocabulary to set the scene and hint at the danger our character 

is in, as well as how they use the actions of the main character and others 

to show this as well. All of th gq ©`mmi r_jiª gq umpigle _jmleqgbc msp jgrcp_aw

jcqqmlq rm egtc sq jmrq md gbc_q rf_r uc a_l ©k_engcª

and use in our own narratives!  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been 

continuing to explore and apply our knowledge and 

understanding of decimal  numbers in Year 4 and 5. At the beginning of 

the week, we completed the last couple of lessons in these units, before 

using this knowledge to apply it to a range of mathematical problems 

and puzzles. Following this, we have started a brand new unit on 

negative numbers in Year 5 and time in Year 4: it 

would be very helpful if everyone could practise 

reading the time on a digital and analogue clock at home over the next few 

weeks, please! In Year 6, we have b een continuing to solve a range of 

problems that are allowing us to apply and consolidate our mathematical 

learning from the whole year. This week, we took the role of travel agents 
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and worked together to read, interpret and construct a range of line 

graph s to convert distances between KM and miles and to explore 

climate and weather patterns .  

 

Ucªtc f_b _lmrfcp cvacjjclr bcqgel

and technology lesson this week, with 

this week being focused on making 

sure that our pulleys were attached to 

the axel with an ap propriate tension 

between our elastic band and motor. 

We also attached our wheels so that 

we could begin to test where we 

should place the cells (batteries) so that our cars were not 

weighed down in the wrong place. Finally, we began to think 

about  rfc ©`mbwª mf the car so that we have an accurate 

representation of what a Victorian car looked like. It has been 

excellent to see how confidently everyone has applied the 

knowledge we have from other subjects in this unit of learning, 

as well as how resourceful we 

hatc _jj `ccl, Uc rfgli wmsªjj _epcc

that the cars are starting to take 

shape and they are looking like 

fantastic, high - quality products!   

 

 

In RE this week, we have been continuing to learn about 

sacred and special places in different religions. This week, we  

have continued to learn about Islam and have focused on 

how people show respect when visiting a mosque: it has been 

excellent to have all had the experience of visiting a mosque 

in the last couple of years as this allowed us to see these 

routines first ha nd. During this lesson, we also began to 

develop our informational text about places of worship. We 

wrote our introduction and paragraphs informing the reader 

about how places of worship can bring about a sense of 

belonging and community, as well as why sh owing respect is important.  
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Finally, we had an excellent time at William Howard School on Thursday in Year 5 and 6, wher e 

we  joined lots of other primary schools in our cluster to take part in an athletics event. We all 

pushed ourselves to be the best tha t we could be and showed an excellent sporting attitude 

towards the children in our school and the children from other schools.    
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Outdoor Play and Learning  

This week, we ªve been playing in the water tray, dressing  up and gardening!  
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Stars in the Tarn arts drop-in sessions at Talkin Tarn, Sat 17 June 10am-4pm 

Join us and artist, Dominic Smith, for a special event creating panels for a temporary roof for the new stargazing pavilion 

at Talkin Tarn. We will be working with photographic panels and natural materials to map the constellation of stars, to 

be seen from the pavilion at the summer equinox.  

A free, family event, no booking necessary. 

 

Fellfoot Sounds Aug 19-20 Into the Woods, nr Glassonby, Penrith. 

This relaxed daytime and one night campout is a small environmentally friendly event in a stunning dark skies area 

venue you can listen, make, enjoy live performance, music and workshops. Taking place at Into The Woods, Glassonby, 

Cumbria, it is delivered by the North Pennines AONB Partnership with artists who create work in and about the 

environment. Get creative and curious in this stunning location with family making activities led by BlueJam and 

Stomping Ground, and through short guided walks led by historians, artists and ecologists. There will be a very special 

sunset performance at Long Meg. www.northpennines.org.uk/event/fellfoot-sounds/ 

 

We have some subsidised places available for families or groups who would not normally be able to travel to or afford 

to attend an event of this kind. If you would like to apply for some accessible tickets, please email 

samantha@northpenninesaonb.org.uk giving a brief description of who you have in mind, how many people and where 

they live. Fellfoot transport grants are also available for getting groups to and from Fellfoot Sounds.  

 

https://www.northpennines.org.uk/what_we_do/fellfoot-forward/stars-in-the-tarn/
https://www.northpennines.org.uk/event/fellfoot-sounds/
mailto:samantha@northpenninesaonb.org.uk
https://www.northpennines.org.uk/what_we_do/fellfoot-forward/fellfoot-forward-grants/transport-grant/


Learning From Each Other ð Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other ð Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other ð Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 


