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VIP’s:  Jasmine and Evangeline 

   Theo and Amber 

Learners of the 

Previous Week: Alisha, Chloe, and Kimberley  

   Rowan, Kai and Willow 

 

Housepoints:  

Skiddaw 238 Helvellyn 239  Blencathra 177  

 
 

On Monday 5th November, Year 6 travelled to Lees Hill Primary 

School to take part in a maths afternoon. When we got there, we 

made new friends (and met up with old friends) from Lees Hill 

and Great Corby schools. The theme for our afternoon was to 

design a firework display, using our knowledge of mathematical 

concepts to help us. In mixed-school groups, we each used our knowledge of symmetry, angles 

and multiples, to design firework displays, and our knowledge of the four operations to work 

out how many tickets we would need to sell, and at what price, in order to cover our costs. We 

ended the afternoon, like any good bonfire should, with hot chocolate and marshmallows! 

 

In our topic lessons this week, we have used diaries from the trenches and the front line, as 

well as other historical sources from the Archives Centre, to reflect on everyday life and the 

commitment and sacrifice these men gave, allowing us the freedom we enjoy in our lives today. 

Some of the information we gathered helped us imagine the every-day elements of war (such as 

having a cup of tea and getting washed), as well as the hardships of war: one entry described 

how the only meal in days was a piece of 

biscuit and butter, and a slice of 

onion.  Everyone has shown such a mature 

attitude towards learning about WW1 and 

has been fascinated by the trenches, the cost 

of the war and those who fought. To make 

links to our maths learning, we created 

timelines outside on the playground with key 

dates and events from 1914-1918, and 

practised reciting In Flanders Fields (by John 

McCrae, 1915), to make links to our poetry 

knowledge in Literacy.  
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As well as learning about WW1 from real historical sources, we 

worked together to create and install a memorial display in 

Farlam Church. On Wednesday morning, we walked to church, 

imagining journeys to war: our thoughts were linked to 

information we had read, as well as the information Alex shared 

about the boot-less journey his ancestor made home. Everyone 

has been so absorbed in research for this project- especially as it has a local focus. Within the 

display there is a poppy to represent each of the names on the memorial at Farlam Church and 

also includes the names of the young men we discovered on a war record which details 

Hallbankgate School Roll of Honour from WW1. We received a copy of this in the post on 

Wednesday and were astounded to think that the names listed had once walked down our 

corridors and through our classrooms.  Whilst in the church, we also had the opportunity to 

make links to our RE learning; identifying all the special features within the church. With 

Reverend Johnson, we reflected on local lives lost in the war; visiting five war graves and 

gathering at the memorial for a prayer and a moment’s reflection. 

 

In art on Friday, we created a class painting based on Flanders Fields. We each took one small 

square from a larger photo and carefully 

painted it, making sure that the scale and 

size matched that of the artwork it joined 

to. 

 

Class 2 took part in the Talkin Tarn Cross 

Country on Friday too. Everyone had a 

lovely afternoon and persevered to run 

around the tarn, even when it was getting 

tiring! 

 

  

  

 

 

Early Years  

 

We have been doing some fantastic outdoor learning in Early Years! We went on 

a nature hunt around our school field and found lots of 

shiny conkers and some brilliant big leaves! It was great 

to explore the conkers and some of them were still in their 

husks which was really interesting. We also enjoyed 

creating leaf crowns using some of the autumn leaves we 

had collected. 
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After showing an interest in x-rays when learning about 

the letter x in phonics we then learnt about our bodies. 

We investigated our skeletons, different organs and the 

important jobs they do and some of the fantastic 

processes such as breathing. 

After looking at pictures and 

sharing our knowledge we then 

went outside and collaborated 

to draw around our bodies using chalk. After drawing our outlines we 

then added details like our brain, heart and lungs, our bones and even 

our veins! It was a fascinating experience and we cannot wait to 

learn more about our incredible bodies!  

 

We have also been learning about bonfire night and Diwali. We 

created some great firework paintings in which we had to carefully 

use matchsticks to create our exploding fireworks! We also 

generated lots of descriptive language linked to fireworks and made 

some rockets using 2D shapes in our maths. Through our learning 

about Diwali we looked at pictures and talked about different 

religious beliefs. We then created some Rangoli patterns using 

pasta, nuts and dry fruit to create our own patterns.  

 

The children in Class 1 have been working hard and have continued to learn about Sunny the 

meerkat. We have written postcards and diary entries and have looked at when we need to use 

capital letters in our writing.  

 

After decorating our beautiful salt 

dough poppies last week, we practised 

our instructional writing skills using 

photos from what we had done. 

 

In preparation for the 

torchlight procession, Class 1 

learnt about the miners and 

some of the local history. We 

have also looked at the 

meaning of democracy and 

voting. This linked to 

Parliament Week, and everyone enjoyed voting on things 

they would like in the class and school.  
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In years 3 and 4, we have started our new literacy topic based on writing wishing tales. We 

used a ‘Deciding Dice’ to grant wishes for ourselves, our school and our class. Everybody 

demonstrated really thoughtful attitudes towards others and lots of our wishes were granted! 

We are looking forward to reading more of the class text linked to the text, Bill’s New Frock. 

What will happen to Bill at school? Will he meet Mean Malcom again? 

 

On Thursday we had two special visitors in Class 2! The first visitor was Jude (Finn’s mum) 

who told us all about her Great, Great Uncle, James 

Gordon Watson, who died in the First World War. She 

told us about their trip to Belgium and France to see 

where James was buried and the Menin Gate. Jude 

brought in medals, photographs, burnt war records and 

badges linked to the 

First World War.  

Thank you Jude 

and Finn- it was 

really fascinating!  

  

“The medals were surprisingly heavy, for their size!” Rowan 

“It was really fascinating!” Milly 

“It was interesting to hear about someone that was actually 

in the war.” Evie 

 

After break on Thursday, we had a dental nurse and the practice manager from York Place 

Dental to tell us about teeth brushing, and why it is so important. They showed us different 

foods and how much sugar they contained, and we played a fun quiz. They also taught us 

where and how to brush and the interesting fact that parents should actually brush our teeth 

for us, when we are under 10 years old.  

 

“It was gross to see how bad teeth can get if you don’t 

brush them!” Elora 

“It was good how they brought in a model of a mouth so 

they could show us exactly how and where to brush.” 

Sam 

“It was surprising how much sugar 

was in different foods.” Chloe 

 

 

In literacy in Year 5 and 6, we have completed our newspaper reports based 

on events in the Hobbit and have started our new book, FArTHER (by 

Grahame Baker-Smith). It is very different to The Hobbit, as it is more like a 

picture book, but is linked to our learning on WW1.  We have found it 

fascinating when making inferences about the subtle messages that the 

author has made, and we are looking forward to learning how to write wishing tales. 
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In our outdoor maths learning in Class 1 and 

Early Years, we have been using our bodies to 

make bar charts. We identified the most and 

least common, as well as the difference between 

different sets of data.  

 

As part 

of anti-

bullying 

week and parliament week, Class 2 held debates on 

Tuesday! We started our learning by creating pictures of 

‘bullies’ and then challenged these stereotypes by 

exploring what bullying is, and what we can do about 

it. We then debated on scenarios like, ‘If you witness 

bullying and don’t do anything about it, are you as bad 

as the person bullying?’ and ‘Bullying should be against 

the law’. We also watched a video about how Parliament is structured, and watched live 

debates in the House of Commons!  

 

We’ve had a really busy week with lots of opportunities to learn from visitors in 

school.  On Wednesday we welcomed Angela from BT Open 

Reach and two BT engineers to support our learning linked to 

the cabinet wrap design.   

 

We started the morning with discussions about what 

communication is and how telephones were developed and 

how phone lines work.  We really enjoyed using the tincan 

phone to help us understand how sound travels along 

wires.  We explored different types of telephones and mobiles and how they 

have developed over time.  We found it hard to imagine a world without phones and thought 

some of the mobiles looked so old fashioned – which made Miss Maleney feel 

very old!  The engineers explained to us about how phone lines work, the 

development of fibre broadband 

cables and the challenges of keeping 

phone lines working.   

 

The engineers then showed us how 

they connect phone lines to our 

houses, some of us had a go wiring 

up the jumper wires - just like the 

engineers do, it was really fiddley, 

but our Craft Club skills came in 

handy for some of us!  We also had 

a go at testing the lines and checking for connectivity.   
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We then went down to where the cabinets and exchange building is beside the school field.  

The engineer opened up the old cabinet to show us all the copper wires which were used before 

broadband was installed.  Afterwards we were shown inside the exchange 

building which was amazing inside and like a Tardis!  It was really 

interesting to see how the village and surrounding area is connected by 

wires for telephone and internet and 

to see what goes on behind the scenes 

to keep us all connected.   

 

We’re in the final stages of our cabinet 

wrap design ‘Hallbankgate in 3018’ 

and hope that it will all be ready to 

be revealed in early December and 

officially unveiled by MP Rory 

Stewart.   

 

On Thursday we thoroughly enjoyed our annual Torchlight 

Procession through the village.  It was a great turnout and 

as always a lovely way to remember the mining history of 

our village.  The weather was very kind to us this year 

and the procession looked and sounded fantastic.   

 

A huge thank you to the PFA, staff and ex-pupils for 

helping to organise this event.  We raised an impressive 

£220.15 so a very big thank you for all your support.  

This money will go towards our Christmas trip next month, 

reducing the cost to parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parent and Friends Association are looking for new 

members. Please speak to Mrs Davidson if you are interested 

in joining and would like to help with future fundraising 

 events.


