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Class 1 News:  

 

In Class 1 this week, we have been 

continuing to develop our knowledge of 

autumn and some of the changes which 

occur during this season. We went on a 

leaf hunt and found some brilliant 

leaves of varying different colours, 

shapes and 

sizes. After 

collecting our 

leaves, we 

sorted and grouped the leaves based on different properties such as 

colour and size. We then used a needle and thread to thread leaves 

onto some wool- this was great for developing our hand-eye co-

ordination skills and we really enjoyed it too! When the leaves dry, 

we hope that they will create a great crunching sound to replicate the 

sounds of autumn when rustled together!  

 

 

We have also been designing our own 

space shuttles and space exploration 

vehicles/ space crafts. We stretched 

our planning skills to work out what 

our vehicles would need and stretched 

our imitating skills to pick out features 

from images that we thought would 

be effective. We then used different 

construction materials to create our 

planned vehicles. 
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Class 2 News:  

 

As part of our maths learning, we have been looking 

closely at number bonds to 10 and 20: we decided to 

focus on these as we identified them as an area that 

we could all improve on, further. We used the Numicon 

to match quantities with numerals and work out how 

many more we would need to make the numbers up to 

10 and then 20. As an extension and an extra 

challenge, we tried solving word problems, using 

the Numicon to 

help us to 

visualise how 

many was in the 

number sentence 

and how many 

more we needed 

to make 10 and 

20. 

 

During our History learning about ‘The Stone Age’ (and as part of our Design and Technology 

learning), we have been planning how to make Mesolithic huts from the middle period of the 

Stone Age. We explored and compared huts from the 

Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic periods of time 

and we compared the similarities and differences 

between them. As a class, we carefully revised our 

plans and noticed that we would have to strengthen 

our designs, using different materials. We used our 

detailed plans (which labelled the exact materials we 

were going to use, where) to create our Mesolithic 

huts. After 

showing our 

huts to each 

other, we came up with a list of strengths about our 

designs that and a list 

of ‘next steps’ and 

areas of improvements 

that could be made.  
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During the following lesson, we used the suggested improvements and we revised our plans; 

making amendments to our designs. The changes we made were great at strengthening our 

structures and these improvements 

aided the addition of our touches. 

For example, we initially used 

masking tape to join the straws 

together but, upon evaluating our 

huts, we decided that sellotape 

would be less visible and would 

look better. We are all so pleased with the end results of our 

Mesolithic huts and we look forward to producing some different 

huts from either the Bronze Age or Iron Age.  

 

 

 

This week in Science, we 

completed an investigation 

to find out which materials 

were transparent or opaque. We learnt that transparent means light can pass through it and 

opaque means light cannot pass through it. While we were 

investigating, we had a great discussion into what the word 

‘translucent’ means. As a class, we came up with some 

brilliant questions abo ut the different materials and we 

stretched our learning further to discuss in detail why the 

materials  were either opaque or transparent.  

 

Another area of our maths that we have identified as an area 

that needs a little more practise is our ‘doubling, halving and times tables’ knowledge.  A great 

educational maths game that we have discovered in school is 

‘Topmarks - Hit the Button’. This maths game has helped us to 

become quicker with our doubling, halving and times tables. 

Each day we try to squeeze in a quick game so that we can 

keep developing these important skills further. As a class, we 

have noticed that we have become more confident in answering 

these types of questions and at a quicker pace. This has been 

evident within our maths lessons and we have applied these 

skills across different subject areas in the curriculum.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

In our music learning this week, we have been learning to 

play semibreves, in addition to our crotchets and minims. 

Through our piece of music, which required us to play the 

notes C, D and E, we explored the relationship between 

pitch and the position of the notes on the keyboard- 

playing ascending and descending scales. We are really 

trying hard to have a good playing position when we 

play the keyboards, too; making sure that we are using 

one finger per note. We also made links to our previous learning of tempo and beat, by using 

our bodies as percussion. One half of our class played a rhythm made up of quavers and 

crotchets by tapping our legs, hips, clicking our fingers and clapping, whereas the other half of 

our class used quavers and minims to play an alternative rhythm... at the same time! We had 

to listen carefully, making sure we did not increase the tempo or 

play the alternate rhythm. 

 

As part of our RE learning this 

week, we have started to make 

links to different religions and 

beliefs around the world, 

learning about different ways of 

life so that we can develop our 

empathy and tolerance towards 

those who have different 

opinions, viewpoints and 

beliefs. Making links to our Harvest learning (where we 

compared verses from the Bible and the Jewish Torah), we have been stretching our questioning 

learning muscle to consider what we believe in- whether it is believing that a particular football 

team is better than another, or how we can demonstrate what we believe, through our actions. 

The starting point for our discussion was whether or not 

enough people have food around the world and how 

charities help those in need. We are looking forward to 

stretching this learning further in the coming weeks by 

debating what is right and wrong and what is just and 

fair; linking to beliefs, stories and morals from the 6 major 

religions.  
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In our PSHE learning (Personal, Social, Health 

Education), we have building upon learning from 

previous weeks, where we have been celebrating all 

of the things that we are good at as individuals. 

This week, we have explored the strengths of our 

class; working together to build a jigsaw of all the 

things we are good at, followed by identifying the 

morals and values that we believe are important in 

our class identity. We identified that friendship, 

kindness, being a good role model, being a 

reflective learning and being honest are some 

of the most important and most prevalent 

features of our class.  

 

As part of our literacy lessons, we have 

completed our Hot Writes based on our class 

text for this half term, Perry Angel’s Suitcase. 

Before writing our final innovation stories, we focused on improving our 

direct and reported speech in our narratives, as well as building up our 

paragraphs using the acronym, DADWAD, to help us. This acronym helps us to remember to 

include, a Descriptive sentence, Action (where the character does 

something), Dialogue between characters, a description of Where the 

character is and what they are doing, an Adverb to describe how they 

are completing that verb (for example, walking slowly) and a final 

piece of Dialogue. We have written some very effective paragraphs 

using this format and we are really trying hard to increase the range 

of punctuation in our writing, too. Here are some snippets for you to 

enjoy: 

‘The ocean-blue lake hid lost souls and the jet-black clouds scowled at 

him.’ Bailey 

‘When they got there, it was like a tin of sardines: everyone was squashed together.’ Alicia 

‘Griffin’s blue eyes stared through the deep soul of Perry.’ Ashley 

‘The trees danced in the breeze as the sun switched off for the night.’ Scarlett 

 

In our maths learning, we are all learning about calculation methods. In Year 4, 

we are learning how to add 4 digit numbers using the column addition method 

(including renaming), in Year 5 we have been using the ‘counting on’ method to 

add multiples of 10,000, 100,000 and 1,000,000 as well as using estimation to 

‘sense check’ our calculations, whilst in Year 6, we have been multiplying by 

2digit numbers, as well as beginning to learn about long division. We are looking 

forward to taking part in the national TT Rockstars competition, too, so lots of TT 

Rockstars practice at home would be really helpful.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

In our Science learning this week, we have been completing our 

unit on the topic of light. We planned and completed an 

investigation into how the position of a light source affects the 

size of a shadow; making sure our tests were fair by identifying 

the variables and what we could measure. We made sure that 

we were only changing one variable 

and keeping all the others the same, 

which aided the reliability of our 

results. After making our 

predictions, we collaborated to 

complete our investigation and test 

our predictions. We found out that 

the closer the light source is to an opaque object, the larger the 

shadow becomes. We made links to our previous learning to 

reason why this might be the case. Please find our ‘Light’ 

knowledge organiser on our website to find out more about light at 

home.  

 

 

 

 

Collective Worship 

 

As part of our Collective 

Worship this week, we 

have all enjoyed listening 

to an assembly from 

Reverend Johnsen. The 

focus of this assembly was Harvest, as well the story of Jesus healing people 

in need and the need for people to be thankful for everything that we have. 

We shared a thankfulness prayer and thought carefully about all of the things 

we are thankful for. Thank you Reverend Johnsen.  
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Pyjama Drama Road Safety- Year 1 and 2 

 

We enjoyed our Road Safety session on Wednesday with Pyjama Drama. We learned all about 

Road Safety and even went to “James and Spongebob’s School for Dogs and their Humans”. We 

had to bring our pretend dogs along to learn about all of the different crossings that are on the 

roads and how to cross them safely. Reflecting on the session, we stretched our learning 

muscles at the end by taking part in a quiz. Sarah tried to catch us out with a trick question 

but we still scored 6 out of 6! We had lots of fun and know lots more about crossing the road 

safely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


