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th

 September 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Beau, Vera and Paige 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  11    Helvellyn  10     Blencathra  5 

 

Class 1 News 

 

What a brilliant start to the new school year we have had in Class 1! 

We have welcomed new children into our Nursery and are so proud of 

our new Reception children in their transition into full time school too. 

Since returning to school, we have focused on settling into our new 

learning environment and establishing routines and relationships. We 

have been so impressed to see how the children have used the learning 

environment, undertaking new experiences and challenges with 

confidence. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, 

we have been focusing on the 

story of “Whatever Next” by Jill 

Murphy. We began by asking 

questions and making 

predictions about the story 

based on the front cover and the 

illustrations. We then shared the 

story together and used our 

knowledge of the story to sequence different pictures 

to then recall what happened. We also created some brilliant story maps 

link to the story and we look forward to continuing to develop our 

understanding of stories and story structures further this term. 

We also enjoyed a visit to the library in Hallbankgate Hub this week. We 

enjoyed looking at the different books and selecting a book to then take home 

to then share with our families and 

friends. 

It is so 

wonderful having such a 

brilliant resource so close to 

us and having the 

opportunity to visit regularly. 
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In the afternoons, we have been joined by Year 1 

and have had lots of fun and engaging learning 

experiences. Linked to our exploration of space and 

the first moon landing in our history learning this 

term, we began by determining what we already 

knew about space (we are already very 

knowledgeable!). We then decided together that we 

would like to expand our learning around space 

through the creation of a rocket within our role-play 

area, which the children are going to design and 

make themselves. It was also suggested that we could create planets which we can hang from 

the ceiling. To create our planets, we used PVA glue and wool and PVA glue and tissue paper, 

coating the balloons in different colours to represent some of the different planets in our solar 

system. It was very messy and super sticky but we had 

a great time! We have also been developing our 

understanding of the first moon landing. We were given 

images taken from the first moon landing and asked to 

generate ideas or questions around what might have 

been happening. We also watched footage from the first 

moon landing and learnt different facts. 

In our science learning, we have been developing our 

knowledge of the human body and the purpose of our 

different body parts. In groups, we collaborated to share 

our own understanding of body parts and how they work and again demonstrated a wonderful 

understanding for us to build our knowledge upon. We then worked collaboratively to draw 

around a partner using chalk outside in the playground and then the Year 1 children added 

labels to identify the different body parts, such as the head, arms and legs. 

 

In our RE learning this week, 

we learnt about the 

Christian festival of harvest 

and the celebration and 

thanks that are given during 

this time. We learnt about 

what harvest symbolises for 

Christians and also how 

different people celebrate. 
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In Nursery, Reception and Year One, we have also have been developing 

our understanding of meta-learning through the identification of different 

learning styles and how our BLP learning characters can support us in 

enhancing our learning and understanding. We shared different strategies 

that we can use when we are stuck and some of the analogies given by the 

children were incredible examples of how fantastic we are at problem-

solving! 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

It was so lovely to see all of the children this 

week and to hear about all of their wonderful 

adventures during the summer break! This 

week, in our literacy learning, we have been 

stretching our noticing 

muscles by finding the 

features of our class book; 

Flat Stanley. In Year 1, we 

have been busy identifying full stops and capital letters within the text, 

while in Year 2 and 3, we have challenged ourselves by exploring the text as 

a reader as well as a writer.  Although this was tricky, we persevered! 

 

In RE this week, we reflected on belonging and 

what that means to us. We thought about where 

we belong and came up with some interesting 

suggestions: we quickly realised that we belong 

in many places, too. 

 

In our PE learning this week, we stretched our collaboration muscle 

by working in pairs and small groups to catch and throw a ball. We 

created small chain games and had a race to put our skills into practise! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone)  

 

This week in history, we have been learning 

about tools and weapons from the Stone 

Age. We spent some time recapping our 

learning from last week and discussed the 

three different periods of time within the 

Stone Age (Paleolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic). In small groups, we had 

cards with different types of stones/tools on them and we had to use 

our noticing skills to put them in the correct group. We collaborated with 

our groups to discuss the properties of each stone 

and then decide where it fit best. It was quite 

tricky but there were some clues and we could 

use the clues to help us with our groupings. We 

then had to draw some Stone Age 

tools/weapons and write a short description 

about them in our history books.  

    

Making links to our history learning in our art lesson, this week we produced some cave 

paintings. After watching some videos and finding out what cave paintings looked like we used 

coffee granuals and water to create our magnificent cave 

paintings. We carefully planned out the type of animals 

and things we were going to put onto our pictures and then 

mixed a lighter paste to 

do a wash for the 

background. We then 

had to wait for this to 

dry but it did dry 

really quickly. After it 

had dried, we made a 

slightly thicker paste using more coffee granuals to create the 

animals/weapons/tools and people on our paintings. We had 

to use our noticing 

skills to re-create life-like 

cave paintings. We are 

super proud of them and 

hope you like them!  
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This week in literacy, we have been carrying on 

studying our class text, “Flat Stanley”. We focused on 

drawing Stanley (the main character from the story) 

and we then added labels around our drawings to 

describe him. As a class, we collaborated to produce a 

class character description which included similes, 

adjectives, conjunctions, capital letters and full stops. 

After working on the class version, we persevered with 

our writing 

and had a 

go at our own character descriptions. We extended our 

learning further by using our labels to produce 

sentences to describe Stanley.  

 

In our phonics this wee,k we have been super busy 

doing lots of different learning. Year two children 

have been looking 

at the sounds; ai, 

ay, ee, ea, igh, ie, 

oa, oe, oo and ue. Children in Year 2 did a brilliant job at 

coming up with their own sentences using words with these 

sounds in. Children in Year 1 

have been learning all about 

adjacent consonants and CVCC 

words. They were resilient and 

did not give up when the 

words that they had to spell got longer and tricker. They used their 

phonics knowedge really well and sounded out the word that they 

were trying to spell and used their robot arms to help them to split 

each word up. Children in Year 1 have 

also been using the playdough to form 

each letter of the alphabet to help with 

letter formation. We will continue to use 

the playdough to help with our learning 

and fine motor skills. Next week, we will 

have a go at using the playdough to make our spellings which will be 

an excellent way to help us to remember them.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

What a brilliant start we’ve had to our learning journeys in Class 3!  

 

Building on the success of our VIPERS reading learning last year, we have 

made an excellent start on our new class text: “Journey to the River Sea”, 

by Eva Ibbotson. Every morning, our first learning activity of the day is to 

explore extracts from this text and answer questions based on six key 

areas: the Vocabulary used by the author, what we can Infer and Predict 

based on what we have read so far, how 

we can Explain what is happening in the 

plot, practising our Retrieval skills by 

finding examples and answers in the text 

and Summarising each chapter. These 

daily questions really help us to 

understand what is happening in the story and we all enjoy 

delving deeper into the subtleties of the plot. We are also 

enjoying completing our reading journals every time we read at 

home, too! 

 

In literacy, we’ve written our wishing-tale ‘cold writes’ and 

explored our model text as a reader and as a writer: this 

helps us to identify all of the key features that we can 

‘magpie’ and try and include in our own narratives. We have 

also been developing our understanding of characterisation 

and setting, using contrasting stimuli from our class text to 

help us explore long and short sentences (and their impact) 

as well as fronted adverbial phrases and the art of showing 

the reader what is happening (through description and figurative language) rather than explicitly 

telling them. In one of our lessons, we built on our VIPERS learning from 

last week by distilling key information about one of the main characters 

(Miss Minton) to write our own character descriptions. We are enjoying 

this new text and can’t wait to find out what happens next with Maia 

and her journey down the Amazon. 

 

In our maths learning, we have been developing our knowledge and 

understanding of [place value. Building on our learning from last year 

(and in the summer term where we consolidated all of our place value 

learning), we have been focusing on being able to partition, read, write 

and construct numbers up to 10,000 in Year 4, 1,000,000 in Year 5 and 
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10,000,000 in Year 6. We are really enjoying using our 

new White Rose maths workbooks, alongside our maths 

jotters that we’ll use when we need a little more space to 

work out each answer. We are also stretching our recall 

and retrieval skills by completing ‘Flashback 4’ 

everyday: in this short activity, we recap what we 

know about a variety of maths learning and have 

already answered 

questions about Roman 

numerals, interpreted 

Carroll diagrams, found fractions of amounts and solved 

multiplication calculations. We’ve also checked where we are all 

headed to with our Maths Passports and are encouraging lots of 

practise outside of school too: don’t forget that there are tips for 

home-learning on the back! We have had some children complete 

a passport already, as well as prove that they know lots of their 

number facts!  

 

In our Design and Technology lesson this week, we were given 

our textiles design brief: create a piece of Mayan-inspired 

weaving for the home. Making links to our history learning, we 

explored the ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’, ‘when’, ‘why’ and ‘how’ of Mayan 

weaving, focussing on the products that were made and the historical 

artefacts and sources that record this ancient art. Evaluating products 

and being inspired by historical/famous designs form a key part of the 

design-make-evaluate process and we’ll be developing our technical 

skills over the course of the term. As well as building a foundation for 

our learning, we also explored the ‘planning’ 

Building Learning Power muscle and began to 

create our own criteria for making high-

quality end products. 

 

This year, Mrs Arnold and Miss Hutton are sharing the teaching of 

music: Miss Hutton will teach the instrument-p[laying element and Mrs 

Arnold will be teaching the singing elements. This term, we are 

learning to play the keyboard. In our first music lesson of the 

year, we recapped note names, their values and how they are 

represented and practised these with a consolidation of the pieces 

that we know already: ‘Cook up those Cs’ and ‘Trance D’. 

Throughout this term, we will continue to develop of skills and 

begin to compose and perform short pieces of our very own!  
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In our French learning this week, we have been recapping our greetings and 

goodbyes and have started to learn about the weather. We practised saying 

this new vocabulary and matching it to illustrations of different types of 

weather, as well as practising answering the questions, ‘Quel temps fait-il?’ 

(what’s the weather like?) and ‘Quel temps fait-il aujourd’hui?’ (what’s the 

weather like today?). We also practised answering, ‘Est-ce qu’...?’ (Is it…?) 

along with different types of weather. We will be 

making a display in our classroom of these 

different types of weather so that we can practise this learning 

whenever the weather changes! We also have French vocabulary on 

our art cupboard doors so we can practise saying the names of colours 

in French, too! 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

What a great first week (and a bit) back! Last week, we had a busy 

couple of days settling back in and getting used to our new year groups. 

Everyone has been so positive and eager to start their learning: at points 

it has felt like we’ve never been away! We’ve enjoyed welcoming our new 

classmates in Year 4 and a couple of new and returning friends too, as 

well as generally catching up and finding out about all the exciting 

things we’ve all done over the holidays.  

 

After re-establishing our classroom routines and behaviour expectations 

we have got straight to it with our learning. As well as spending some time thinking about how 

we learn, we’ve enjoyed starting our new class text “Journey to the River Sea” 

by Eva Ibbotson which tells the tale of Maia and her adventures in the 

Amazon and we’ve tried out our 

new workbooks in maths.  

 

In science, we’ve started our 

topic on states of matter and 

had a great time trying to 

compare, group and define 

different materials by whether 

they are a liquid, a solid or a gas. Through doing 

so, we were able to develop some definitions for 

each state to enable us to easily identify what state 

a material is in. 
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We also took a sweeping view through history as we worked in groups to build a world history 

timeline. We had lots of great discussions about how timelines can be presented and what sort 

of things you could display on one. We had a very interesting debate about whether they 

always need to be a line. We then moved on to the particulars of our timelines and worked 

together to get to grips with terms like Common Era (CE) and Anno Domini (AD) and we 

discussed scale and where on our timelines we should put year 1 CE/AD. We then had great fun 

adding and ordering our time periods and Mrs Arnold was blown away 

by how many we could remember and how well 

we were able to order them! Our chronology skills 

have come a long way!  

 

This week, we’ve started our art and geography 

topics for the term. In art, we explored 

architecture and how it can be an art form, but 

also inspiration for works of art. We looked at 

and discussed the shapes and forms we saw 

and began to collect ideas and inspiration from many great works of 

architecture and architecture inspired art. In geography we worked 

very hard to learn about longitude and latitude on the world map - 

it’s a tricky concept, feel free to quiz us about it - we’re experts 

now!!  

 

 

 

Buddies 

We have really enjoyed getting to know our Class 1 Buddies this week! It was lovely to learn 

some new names and faces and get to know what each child likes to play with!  
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Gardening Club  

This week, we held our first 

gardening club of the year 

and what an exciting club it 

was! Stretching our 

collaboration learning muscle, 

we worked together to tidy 

up some of the beds in the 

vegetable garden, now that it 

is autumn. We also 

harvested the carrots that 

we had grown- some were 

huge! We all really enjoyed 

eating them for snack on 

Thursday, too! Thank you to 

Lisa and Mr Mitchinson for preparing them. We are looking 

forward to harvesting 

our potatoes to have 

with our roast dinner 

next Wednesday, as 

well as using the 

apples on the apple 

tree to make chutney!   

 

 

 

Building Learning Power 

 

This week, we have had an increasing number of children earning 

housepoints for using and stretching their collaboration, perseverance, 

capitalising and meta-learning learning muscles. We have already 

started to see a growing awareness of how we can develop these 

learning skills and have heard lots of talk about getting ourselves out of 

the ‘learning pit’ when our learning is challenging. We have started to 

identify a range of ‘stucl strategies’ that we can draw upon if we get 

stuck and learning about how we learn best is helping us to identify 

which stuck strategies work best for us. We also have new ‘learning 

ladders’ in the hall- we’ll tell you more about them soon! 
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Outdoor Play and Learning  

 

We’ve enjoyed playing with some more of our new play-time 

equipment this week! We have been stretching our collaboration 

learning muscles by playing parachute games and snakes and 

ladders, as well as stretching our empathy learning muscle by 

playing with a sound ball and blindfolds.  
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International Day of Democracy: School Learning Council and Sports and Wellbeing Council 

Elections 

On Thursday, it was the International Day of Democracy and we turned our school hall into a 

polling station! We explored how democracy works in the United Kingdom, as well as how we 

can be democratic in school: from voting on which book to read as a class, giving everyone in 

our school a voice, being honest and truthful and working together for the benefit of the whole 

school. Following this, we held our School Learning Council elections and Sports and Wellbeing 

Council elections by voting for the children that we feel would be the most effective in the role- 

not just our friends! The results will be announced next week!  

 

 

 

 

KidSafe  

 

In our KidSafe lessons this week, we have been 

learning about bullying. We learnt an acporymn that helps us to remember what 

bullying is: Several Times On Purpose, or STOP. We have practised being 

assertive and saying ‘no’ as well as recapping what we can do if we ever 

were in a situation where we were sad, scared or worried. We recapped what 

‘yukky’ feelings we might have if we are sad, scared or worried and what we 

should do to keep ourselves safe.  
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