
 

Week beginning 13
th

 December 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Callum, Isla, Theo and Lydia 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 81     Helvellyn 69     Blencathra 66    

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

We have had a fantastic final week of the 

Autumn Term in Class 1 and we have really 

enjoyed creating some different Christmas 

crafts. We began by collecting sticks to the 

create the shape of our decorations and then 

used wool to add further decorations. Some of 

the decorations were created in the shape of 

the 

initial letters of our name and others in the shape of 

Christmas trees. The finished decorations looked 

brilliant and it was great to practise our fine motor 

skills and hand to eye coordination in a fun way! 

 

Linked to the cold weather that we have been 

experiencing, we also created some fact files for 

animals that live in polar and colder habitats. We 

researched 

using books to 

discover new information and then applied this 

knowledge when creating our fact files. We also had to 

pay close attention when differentiating between animals 

found in the Arctic and others found in Antarctica to 

ensure that our information was factually accurate. We 

focused on providing information about our chosen 

animals habitat and diet alongside other fascinating 

facts. Year 1 initially created a written fact file and then translated this into a digital fact file 

too. It was great to work on developing our writing skills across different subjects and to apply 

and consolidate our computing skills, particularly linked to our typing and mouse control skills.  
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In Reception, we focused on creating a written fact file, experimenting with 

forming words and even having a go at forming sentences with support! 

We focused on penguins, polar bears, narwhals and seals in our fact files. 

They are amazing and we are so proud of all our hard work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News  

This week, we have been very busy making Christmas 

crafts and finishing off pieces of work. Some of the 

crafts we have been doing include; making paper chains, 

decorations for Christmas trees, festive dot to dots and 

word-searches. We had to stretch our noticing muscles 

when finding the different words because some of them 

were well hidden!  We also collaborated to create long 

paper chains and we then used our maths skills to 

measure how long 

they were. We all enjoyed watching the Christmas 

performance in class and we all used our fantastic 

listening skills to 

absorb the story 

line. After the 

performance, we 

reflected on the 

story and we were 

brilliant at re-

telling the story in 

lots of detail. We have had such a busy and fun last 

week in school before the holidays and we are all really 

excited about Christmas!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

This week in Class 3, we have been working on a project 

that will help all children across the school with their 

history learning. On Monday, Miss Hutton, Mrs Leigh 

and Mr Mitchinson helped us begin to create 3D masks 

of famous historical figures (including some present-day 

role models and people of interest) so that we can make 

links beween different events. We had to really stretch 

our planning and revising learning muscles to make our 

masks as accurate as possible, including everything 

from hair, skin and eye colour, 

to key features, clothing or 

hairstyles! We used paint to practise our paint-mixing and colour skills 

and then applied our DT and science skills of attaching, joining and 

choosing apporopriate methods and materials so that we added all of the 

relevant features. We have a few final touches to add before they are 

added to our timeline in the hall, but they look 

very effective! It was very exciting when Class 2 

children recognised the Rosa Parks and Emily 

Davison masks from their learning last term- 

including why they are important historical 

figures. Well done Class 3- your focus, dedication and attention to detail 

has really paid off! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We’ve also been completing our very-own science investigations, this 

week! Working in our groups, we planned each investigation and found 

out that the closer to the sound source that you are, the louder the 

sound and the further away from the sound source, the quieter the 

sound! We also found out that when the sound 

source is further away from the sound meter, there 

is more air in-between the two objects: this means 

the sound waves are spread further out compared to 

if the two objects are closer together. We made links to our maths learning by 

measuring the three distances and used the greater than or less than symbols 

to compare our findings from our data table.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Remarkable Robin Armstrong’s Remarkable Christmas Adventure 

On Wednesday, we all really enjoyed watching this exciting theatre production! We also really 

enjoyed our treat-bags, which were kindly funded by the 

PFA and expertly made by 

Mrs Davidson! It was lovely 

to experience a theatre 

production (despite not being 

there in person) and we all 

enjoyed this magical 

Christmas tale!  

  

 

 

 

Nativity Premiere and Santa! 

 

On Thursday, we had our Christmas Nativity film premiere! We all really enjoyed watching the 

performance and reflected that telling a traditional Nativity was a chance to think about the 

meaning of Christmas and the things that we value. We were all so impressed at how everyone 

learnt and performed their lines and we really enjoyed watching it from start to finish. 
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Thursday was also an exciting day as we were joined by 

a special visitor...! Sat around our Christmas tree – 

expertly decorated by Year 6- we were all lucky enough to 

receive a special gift from Santa. It was very exciting to 

have him in school this year as, last year, he surprised 

us by leaving a special letter and video message! We all 

really enjoyed seeing Santa and gave him a little gift as a 

‘thank you’ for coming to see us!   

 

RHS School Gardening Awards  

We are thrilled to share with you some award that we have achieved this term... all four of 

them! Having started our gardening club last year and embedding this in the wider curriculum 

as a result of how positively this club impacted on wellbeing, we have been patiently waiting to 

find out whether or not all of this learning met the outcomes of the Royal Horticulral Society’s 

School Gardening Awards. Our patience was awarded when we received lots of special 

deliveries a few weeks ago... 

 

For showing that we understand some of the hazards 

linked to gardening and for creating a plan of what we 

needed to do, we were awarded the Level 1 award! For 

this, we received a growing calandar full of advice and 

top tips for gardening all year round!  

 

For preparing the soil, 

choosing what to grow and 

planting seeds, we were awarded the Level 2 

award! For this, we received an RHS gardening 

book to help us with our plans for next year! 

 

 

For developing our skills, growing food and 

working together to provide habitats for wildlife, 

we were awarded the Level 3 award! For this, 

we received £50 in garden centre vouchers!  
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Finally, for using the produce that we had grown to sell at the Hub 

(and for being able to demonstrate how to care for our plants), we 

were awarded the Level 4 award! For this, we received £100 worth 

of seeds! There are so many to choose from and include everything 

from herbs to flowers to fruits and vegetables! We gave ourselves 

the biggest round of applause when we realisled just what we had 

been awarded! This week, we also took delivery of five new fruit 

trees and lots of hedges to add to our new outdoor classroom  Well 

done, everyone!  

 

From Our School Governors 

 

The second governors’ meeting of the academic year was held this week and the governors were 

very pleased to welcome Nicola Potts - parent governor - to the Governing Body.  These half-

termly meetings provide opportunities for all governors to have oversight and discuss all aspects 

of the school from safeguarding, teaching, learning and assessment to finance, premises and 

health and safety. There is information on the school website about the work of governors. If 

you would like to know more, please ask any one of us. 

Some of the governors have been able to visit school this term due to the easing of Covid 

restrictions. It was interesting to see how the children settled into the routines of school at the 

start of term, and how well the buddy system is working. It was noted by one of the governors 

who is a very regular visitor that ‘there is lots of kindness shown in the school with children 

supporting each other’. This is heart-warming and well-deserved praise indeed.  

On behalf of the governing body, I wish every child and family and every member of staff, a 

very happy Christmas and New Year. 

 

Nancy Priest, Chair of Governors 

 

And finally... 

We would like to say a huge THANK YOU and WELL DONE to everyone in our school! 

You have blown us away with your resilience and dedication this term and we can’t wait to see 

you all back in school on Wednesday 5
th

 January 2022!  

 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a healthy and happy 

New Year. 

 

 

 


