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Learners of the Week:  Ellie, Rory and Freddy  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  136    Helvellyn  136    Blencathra  128 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been exploring 

the composition of the numbers 6, 7 and 8. In Reception, 

we have been identifying the numerals for 6, 7 and 8 and 

have been linking numbers to their corresponding 

numerals. We have also been focusing on number bonds 

linked to numbers above 5, exploring the different number facts using resources like die frames 

and 10 frames to represent the numbers visually. In Nursery, 

we have been focusing in on dice and the different 

representations for the numbers on each face of the dice. We 

enjoyed applying this learning by generating different actions 

for the numbers we rolled and are becoming increasingly 

confident in subitising numbers rather than having to count 

out each individual number of dots.  

 

 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we have been 

focusing on linking digraphs and trigraphs to their 

corresponding letters. We have been applying our 

understanding of these sounds by reading words and 

adding sound buttons as digraph detectives! We also enjoyed 

developing our tricky word knowledge by finding specific 

tricky words and making them disappear! In phonics in 

Nursery, we have been exploring sounds by playing matching sound games and experimenting 

with creating sounds which are faster or slower. We 

have also enjoyed singing action songs and reading 

stories with different animal noises. 
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We have been learning a poem in Class 1 linked to our learning 

about plants and growth. Last week we generated actions and 

created picture prompt sheets for the poem and have been working 

hard to learn the poem both in school at home. A giant thank you to 

everyone who did lots of practise at home too, it 

really showed. On Wednesday we performed the 

poem to the whole school, it was amazing and we 

are so proud of all of the children in Class 1!  

 

 

 

Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)  

In our science and understanding the world 

learning this week we evaluated the findings 

from our experiment about growing conditions. 

When we first planted our 

pea plants we aimed to 

discover if we removed one of the conditions needed for 

growth (water, light or warmth) if the plant would still 

grow. We discovered that in fact none of the seeds had germinated and that 

all of the conditions were necessary for healthy growth. Our pea plants had 

grown so well in the classroom that it was time to plant them out into larger 

containers. It was fascinating to handle and observe the young plants up 

close, particularly the roots. Eventually, we hope to plant them in 

our vegetable garden to enjoy peas in the summer.  

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, 

we focused on a new religious place of worship 

this week; Gurdwaras within the religion of 

Sikhism. We looked at images of Gurdwaras, both 

inside and outside and made many comparisons 

between other places of worship we had explored. We are looking forward to 

learning more soon!  
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In our history and understanding the world learning this 

week, we brought together all of the learning that we have 

been doing about transport throughout time and how 

transport has changed and adapted throughout history. We 

made comparisons between transport developed in the past 

and transport in the present using our reasoning skills to 

justify our choices. We then each chose a mode of transport 

drawing that mode of transport in the past and in the 

present.  

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning, we added the finishing touches to our John 

Constable inspired artwork, the finished pieces look fantastic!  

We finished off a brilliant half term with a visit on the library bus. It was lots of fun and we 

all had the opportunity to choose our own book to enjoy in school!  

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In phonics this week, we have been 

focussing on tricky words: words that 

we cannot use our phonics knowledge 

for to help us sound them out.  We used 

‘rainbow writing’ to help us to learn the 

spellings for these words and then wrote the words in a sentence in order 

to learn the context of them. 

 

In literacy this week, we have been focussing on the skill of reading 

comprehension. In Year 2 and 3, we have started to use highlighters in 

order to find the key word in the question, before using our skimming and scanning skills in 

order to find the key word in the text 

and retrieve the information and then 

answer the questions! This is a useful 

skill that we will continue to practice 

and use as we progress through school. 
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In our science learning this week we learnt about healthy eating, what makes a healthy lifestyle 

and the reasons why this is important. We then spent time use the healthy Eatwell Food Wheel in 

order to design our own menus. Then we spent some time reflecting in pairs on each other’s 

menus, discussing the positives and making suggestions to improve them! 

 

In PE this week, we took 

advantage of the 

sunshine and ventured 

outside and enjoyed 

some fencing. We 

stretched our 

collaboration and 

imitating muscles as we worked in pairs and learned how the correct 

technique and stance while fencing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

What a super busy week in Class 2! This week we have been continuing 

to learn the difference between common and proper nouns: we had some 

cards with words on them and we had to decide if they were common 

or proper nouns. After using our phonics to read 

the cards, we came up to the board to write the 

word in the correct column. We had to use our noticing skills to check that 

the words were being written in 

the right side.  

 

In our history learning, we 

continued to write our Great Fire 

of London newspaper reports. 

This week we stretched or 

imagining skills to pretend to be 

a reporter from 1666 and we described what we could 

see, hear and smell at the scene of the fire.  
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During our geography learning this week, we continued to 

finish off our persuasive leaflets persuading people to come 

and visit Hallbankgate Village. Last week, we completed the 

front cover and came up with an opening rhetorical question. 

This week, we started to write down the things you can do/ 

see in the village and included pictures and captions in our 

leaflets. We think that our leaflets are persuasive and would 

do a great job at persuading people to visit the village.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are having a big push on reading in our class and as part of this we have been reading our 

phonics flash cards each day to reinforce the different sounds that we have learnt/ are learning. 

We took it in turns to test each other on each sound, ensuring we were saying the correct rhyme 

for each card.  

    

 

This week we had the pleasure of visiting the library in the Hub again and we all chose a new 

book to enjoy.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

What a busy old week we’ve had in Class 3, this week!  

In our literacy learning, we have been working hard to create our very own 

explanation texts, based on how Traction Cities ‘eat’ other cities in our 

class text, Mortal Engines. Over the course of the week, we have used 

extracts from the story to ‘magpie’ words, phrases and technical 

vocabulary, so that we had lots of different examples to use in our 

explanations. We ‘boxed up’ our model text (to support our understanding 

of all of the different features), before creating our own versions. At the 

end of the week, we used our explanation toolkits to check that we had 

included all of the relevant features, including a range of sentence 

structures and punctuation to add detail, further explanation or to engage the reader. We have 

all really enjoyed exploring our class text through a non-fiction lens and we have created some 

very informative explanations.  

  

 

In our music learning, we have continued to build on our skills from last week 

by playing a number of pieces of music at the same time. We have also been 

learning how to make long and short sounds on our instruments.  This week, 

we evaluated our performances and identified ways that our playing and 

performing could be improved.   
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We’ve had another excellent week of progress in our Maths Passports too, with lots more of us 

having met our targets and moving up to the next Passport. With half term coming up, wouldn’t 

it be great to work towards meeting lots more of our targets? 

In our RE learning this week, we have finished editing our poems that we 

started last week. We then wrote them up in neat in our new handwriting 

pens.  

 

 

After spending a number of weeks 

developing our understanding of food 

groups, nutrition, food hygiene and the 

history of food on Hadrian’s Wall during 

the Roman conquest in Britain, this 

week, we began cooking! Working in groups, we 

made bread and rusks that would be typically 

eaten during this time in history. As the rusks 

needed to be baked for 2.5 hours, we rearranged 

our lessons so that they had time to bake by the 

end of the day. As part of our evaluation, we 

reflected on cooking times, ingredients list and 

overall product, as well as things that went well 

and things that could be improved. It was 

excellent to use our maths skills to accurately weigh 

and measure each ingredient and we all 

enjoyed tasting them, too. When it came 

to the taste test, we all found the rusks a 

little tough and could definitely see why 

the Roman’s teeth were often ground 

down!   
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In our maths learning this week, we have been working hard on new units of learning, as well 

as completing ones that we have been working on over the last few weeks. In Year 4, we have 

been exploring fractions and how they can be represented, making sure that we have been using 

the correct terminology when we are describing what fraction is represented. In Year 5, we have 

completed our fractions learning by finding fractions of amounts and finding the whole number 

when we are given a fraction and its worth- we quickly spotted the link between multiples and 

the pictorial representations which helped us to calculate each amount accurately and quickly. In 

Year 6, we had lots of success in our end-of-unit ratio assessment on Monday and have spent 

the remainder of the week getting to grips with algebra! Although this sounded a little daunting 

at first, we used function machines to work out missing numbers and their values, before adding 

in more than one step. Over the course of the week, we have developed our confidence in 

beginning to express calculations in formulaic expressions. How exciting and what a lot of 

progress!   

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we finished off our 

science investigations. This included some 

more running and wheeling around the school 

hall to measure the effect exercise has on our heart rates. We then brought 

our data together and produced graphs so that we could spot patterns in our data: producing 

line graphs is tricky! We had to think about the scale we used to make sure we would be able to 

see our results clearly as well as ensuring we were 

checking our data and our graphs carefully when 

we were plotting our results. It was amazing to see 

our data come to life! From looking carefully at our 

graphs, we could see several patterns. Lots of our 

heart rates did what we had predicted and 

increased after exercise and then decreased again 

while resting. However, all of our groups 

encountered results that were not what we had expected. This is where we 

needed to be science detectives to spot patterns or think about any differences in our 

investigations that may have led to these results. We came up with some excellent scientific 

explanations for these anomalies. Finally, we used our results to draw conclusions and think 

about what we would do if we repeated the investigation to either make it fairer and/or more 

accurate. We also generated many more questions after looking at our results curiously to think 
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about what else we could investigate to help us understand how our heart and circulatory 

system works.  

 

 

Whole School Poetry Assembly 

 

Wow, wow, wow, wow, wow! What a treat 

we all had on Wednesday afternoon in our 

poetry assembly. TWENTY-SEVEN children 

had worked 

hard to learn a 

poem off by 

heart to perform 

in front of the 

whole school. 

Now I (Mrs 

Arnold) know just how tricky it is to 

learn a poem off by heart and how 

terrifying it is to perform it as I 

learned one myself and I was very 

nervous about it! But there wasn’t a 

hint of any nerves as each group, 

pair or individual came up to perform 

with amazing confidence and skill. 

Reception and Nursery treated us to a 

beautiful poem about a seed growing 

into a plant at 

the start of 

lunch time. 

They used 

such brilliant 

clear voices and some really good actions 

to bring their poem to life. Then later in 

our assembly, we had all sorts of poems 

from funny poems, to poems about big 

feelings to odes to the potato - it was an excellent show! Every group that performed had chosen 

their poems, read them, learned them and worked out how to bring them to life all without any 

adult assistance and we were blown away. Poetry fever has taken hold now with many 

children choosing new poems to learn and perform next half term! After half term I will seek 

permission from parents to film the poems so that we can share them with you and 3 lucky 

entrants will be entered into the National Poetry By Heart Competition. A huge well done and 

thank you to all those who took part! 
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