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th
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Learners of the Week: Chloe, Lewis and Beau 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 191   Helvellyn 167      Blencathra 169 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 and 2 this week, we had an amazing 

trip to the South Tynedale Railway, before being 

joined by firefighters from Alston fire station! 

After travelling by bus to the railway station, we 

then embarked on our journey to Slaggyford. It 

was brilliant to have the opportunity to travel by 

train and we saw some wonderful scenery out of 

the windows. It was particularly exciting when we heard the horn of the 

train and went travelling under bridges! When we arrived at Slaggyford 

station, we departed the train and enjoyed some snack whilst watching 

the train engine move from the back of the train to the front, ready for 

our journey back to Alston. We then had another exciting journey back to 

the Alston station and, once we 

had arrived, we enjoyed having 

our dinner on the train: it was a 

real treat! After dinner, we were 

visited by the firefighters with 

their fire engine and we had the most wonderful time 

exploring some of their equipment and learning more 

about how firefighters help to protect us, and how their 

equipment is used to support them in their job. We looked 

inside 

the fire 

engine at some of the different equipment and 

then we even had the chance to use the fire 

hose to squirt water: it was so much fun! 

Afterwards, the firefighters spoke to us about 

how they protect people and showed us some of 

their personal protective equipment such as 

gloves and helmets to keep them safe. It was 

amazing to see and experience some of the 

equipment and we are really grateful to the 

firefighters from Alston fire station for giving up their time to come and see us and speak to us. 

All in all, it was a wonderful day and we are so proud of all of the children. Comments were 
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made by some of the volunteer railway staff about how well-behaved the children were: what 

brilliant role models they are for our school! We would like to say a huge thank you to all of the 

staff and volunteers at the South Tynedale railway and also all of the firefighters at Alston fire 

station. 
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In our geography and understanding the world learning, we continued to 

develop our understanding of Australia. This week, we focused on the 

culture of Aboriginal people within Australia and the importance of Uluru as 

a sacred place. We enjoyed learning about the didgeridoo and it was really 

interesting to listen to the didgeridoo being played and to learn how they are 

made. We then focused on the traditional Aboriginal artwork created using 

dots in different patterns. We looked at examples of different artwork and 

discussed some of the symbols represented within the Aboriginal artwork. 

We then drew our own designs and 

then used our finger prints to create 

the dot patterns. It looked really 

effective!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our PE and physical development 

learning this week, we continued to 

practise ahead of Sports Day on 

Monday. We refined our throwing and 

jumping skills and also had fun doing 

the three legged race: it was very funny to watch! We are looking 

forward to showing off our skills on Monday. 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we continued to develop our understanding of 

pilgrimages and special journeys within different religions. We recapped our learning from last 

week and pilgrimages in Christianity. This week, we focused on the Hajj pilgrimage in Islam. We 

looked at images of the Kaaba and compared images of the Kaaba in 

the past and the present.  In our maths learning this week, in 

Reception we focused on expanding our knowledge of numbers and in 

using our imitating skills to match and create patterns. In Nursery in 

maths, we continued to develop our knowledge of repeating patterns, 

using paint and threading beads to create different patterns.  

 

In our phonics learning in Reception, this week we have focused on 

applying our knowledge of letters and sounds by writing sentences and 

matching words to pictures. In Nursery in phonics, we have been 
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developing our knowledge of the alphabet and have also been applying our oral blending skills. 

We have also been investigating the sounds of musical instruments and altering the sounds we 

create.  

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

We all had an amazing day on our trip to 

Alston to the train station and with the fire 

engine! Feedback from the volunteers at the 

train station was that the children all behaved 

beautifully and it was lovely to see them have 

a great day! 

 

On Tuesday, we all 

demonstrated great 

resilience for move up morning. The children were once again 

impeccably behaved and really stepped up to the challenge of moving 

up to the next stage of 

their learning journey. 

Everyone seemed to have 

a positive 

experience 

and left for 

lunch with a 

smiley face! 

 
 
 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

Class 2 are proud to announce that after our successful charity 

fundraiser we have managed to raise a grand total of £210 

(shared with Class 1) which gives us an amazing amount of 

£105 that will help the RNLI to save more lives at sea.  

 

This week in our phonics learning, we have been learning about 

singular and plural words. We learnt that singular means one and 

plural means more than one. We wrote down the spelling rules so 

that we had a little reminder; just add an ‘s’ for words like ‘girl - 

girls’ and just add an ‘es’ for words like bench - benches. After 

discussing the spelling rules, we had to put the words into the 
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correct column and we then had a go at drawing some pictures alongside the spelling rules to 

help us to remember them in the future.  

During our art work this week, we have been carrying on 

with looking at abstract pieces of art and linking this to our 

work about the country Australia. Last week, we sketched an 

abstract picture of the ocean and this week we have started 

to create a collage with the sketched picture. We have had 

many discussions about what abstract art is and we have 

looked at different artists that famously create pieces of 

abstract art. As a class we enjoyed looking at the different 

bold, eye -catching designs and we will keep you up to date with our progress on our collages.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

We’ve had another busy week of excellent learning in Class 3, this week!  

 

In maths this week, we have continued to learn about co-ordinates and the 

four quadrants: this also allowed us to stretch, apply and consolidate our 

learning from our earlier outdoor maths lessons, 

too! Over the course of the week, we have all 

practiced how to read, describe and plot co-

ordinates (using the language of ‘x axis’ and ‘y 

axis’), as well as reflecting and translating 

shapes to new positions. In Year 6, we applied 

our knowledge of negative numbers when 

reflecting and translating a range of shapes in 

all four quadrants, too. We ended the week with a range of 

challenging reasoning and problem solving questions and our end of 

unit assessment to see just how much we have learnt!  

 

In literacy this week, we have started reading our new class text: The 

Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo. So far, we 

have been introduced to Edward (a three-foot toy rabbit who has the 

most extraordinary wardrobe comprising of the finest of clothes) and 

his owner Abeline. Using this new text, we have been working hard to 

stretch our understanding of what has happened in each chapter, using 

our VIPERS framework to delve a bit deeper into the text. These questions 

help us to explore the meaning of new Vocabulary, Infer what is 

happening by reading between the lines, Predict 

what may happen next based on what we have 

read, Explain what has happened, Retrieve key 

pieces of information from the text and Summarise 

what has been read. We use extracts from the text to develop our skim-

reading skills, too.  

 

We also enhanced our reading and understanding of the model text this 

week, by exploring this as a reader and as a writer. We are becoming very 

independent in identifying the key features and subtleties that are woven 

into our stories: from the changes in weather to suggest a change in mood to the juxtaposition of 

characters or events to show action or danger. We all really enjoy applying our knowledge of 
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literary features (such as fronted adverbial phrases, model 

verbs, alliteration, smiles, metaphors and personification), too!  

 

On Tuesday, Year 5 and 6 visited William Howard School to 

take part in an athletics competition with other local primary 

schools. We showed excellent sportsmanship and tried really 

hard in every event, with some great successes! Evie achieved 

the gold award in the javelin throw and Ellen achieved the 

silver award in the cricket ball throw and bronze award in the 

70m sprint. In Year 5, we had two silver awards, too: Dan for 

the 70m skipping and Kai for the obstacle course. Well done 

Year 5 and 6!  

 

Whilst Year 5 and 6 were 

out on their transition 

athletics event, Year 3 joined us for a taster of what being in 

Class 3 is like! Year 3 were all so excited and took part in a 

reading-focused lesson and a maths lesson. One of the 

highlights was using Class 3’s tablets to complete (and 

pass!) Accelerated Reader quizzes! Well done Year 3, we are 

looking forward to having you in our class!  

 

 

To enhance our reading (and love of 

reading!) even more this week, we 

visited the Hub on Wednesday to 

change our library books. We are 

really enjoying this and it is great 

that there are lots of books to choose 

from. Some Year 6 children decided 

that they would help tidy the Hub 

library whilst they were waiting 

which was a lovely gesture! Well done! We also really 

enjoyed selecting books from the library van on Friday 

afternoon- our book bags will be full of adventures this 

weekend!  
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On Friday, we were all very excited to go to Hexham Book Festival to see Emma Carroll- the 

author of Letters from the Lighthouse that we finished a couple of weeks ago. Once we got there, 

we headed inside the The Spiegeltent, near Hexham Abbey, and were amazed at what it was like 

inside! It was so exciting! During the event, Emma read extracts from her new book: this book is 

linked to the class text that we will be reading this time next year- how well-planned is that! 

With us, we took our Emma Carroll collection (of which we have many!), hoping to get them 

signed and we were lucky enough to not only get them signed, but to speak to Emma about our 

reading journeys and about Letters from the Lighthouse. We even had a photo with her! Miss 

Hutton and Mrs Anrold were especially impressed that we were the only school to ask about 

Emma’s books when there was a question and answer session! We are thrilled to have a signed 

copy of Emma’s brand new book and have added this to our reading for pleasure treasure box! 

Thank you Emma- it was an amazing experience! 

 

Whilst we were in Hexham, we made links to our history learning and visited the War Memorial 

and explored Hexham Abbey; comparing the similarities and differences between it and Farlam 

Church. We also ate our World War 2 baking as a snack: read more about it in Mrs Arnold’s 

section! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday afternoon in Class 3, we had a great time putting 

science into action by completing a survey of our school 

playground. We were surveying the diversity of planting in the 

area, with a particular focus on flowering plants, to find out 

whether or not our playground is a good habitat for pollinating 

insect, such as bees. As part of our 

learning about living things and their habitats, we looked at changes 

that can occur to a habitat that can threaten the organisms that live 

there. We learned that there are many natural and man-made changes 

which can occur to habitats around the world and locally and how 

man-made changes such as urbanisation, deforestation and intensive 

farming practises are particularly affecting populations of pollinating 

insects in Britain. Making links back to our learning about food 

chains and ecosystems last year and adaptation earlier this year, we learned how a reduction in 

these insects can have a devastating impact on food production worldwide. If there are no 

insects to pollinate crops, fruit trees or other edible plants then there’s a vast 

reduction in food available for humans and the animals they eat.  

 To complete our survey, we had to use 

quadrats to survey a random selection of areas on 

our playground. In each position we had to 

carefully observe and measure four criteria: the 

height of the highest vegetation, the mix of heights 

within the quadrat, the percentage of the quadrat 

covered by plants other than grass and the number 

of different coloured flowers. We were then able to 

add up our quadrat scores for each criteria and divide that number by 

the number of quadrats to gain an overall habitat score. The majority of 

us found that our playground has some areas with good diversity but there are areas which 

could be improved to make the playground an even better habitat for our crucial pollinators. We 

will look at making these improvements next week.  
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In DT this week we had a busy afternoon, combining our WW2 history 

topic with food technology to explore rationing. We learned about what 

rationing was and why it was put in place during the war by listening 

to some first-hand accounts of people who lived through it. Next, we 

wrote down the basic rations allotted to 

every person in Britain each week. These 

were all in imperial units, so we then had to 

use our knowledge of conversion to convert 

the units into metric before weighing out a 

week’s worth of rations in our groups. We 

had to collaborate to use the scales and carefully weigh out the 

different ingredients. We realised that the rations were a very small 

amount which could easily be consumed in one day and were amazed that it would have been 

stretched out over a whole week. Some of the groups didn’t even get a full 

ration because there weren’t enough eggs to go round which would have 

been common through that period. Finally, we enjoyed baking some 

authentic WW2 rock cakes and scones using recipes from a cookery book 

written especially for wartime in Cumbria. One 

group even had an authentic substitution when the 

‘shop’ had no currants left so they had to use carrot 

instead. While our creations were in the oven, we 

used up our cheese and jam rations by making 

sandwiches with brown bread which we used as a 

substitute for the national loaf people would have eaten during the war. 

We enjoyed eating our baked goods as snack on Friday on our trip to 

Hexham and the carrot scones were a surprise hit!         
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Steel Pan Club 

This week, our Class 3 

Steel Plan Club began! 

We started off by 

learning a couple of 

different rhythms in 

small groups, which we 

then had to play at the 

same time as the other group. This helped to us focus in on what we had to play, not getting 

distracted by what someone else was playing- a key skill when people are playing different 

parts on different instruments! We then moved onto the pans (or steel drums as they are 

sometimes known) and began to learn our first piece of music: Jamaica Farewell. We all learnt 

the same rhythms and patterns, before adding different arrangements and layers over the top. 

By the end of our first session, we could play the whole tune, with Miss Hutton playing the 

melody! It sounded amazing!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cumbria County Council Family Learning 

 

Our Family Learning Resilience and Wellbeing sessions for parents and children started last 

Monday: parents can still join from this week - please let us know if you would like to join for 

the rest of this programme. We hope to hold more Family Learning sessions in September - watch 

this space! 


