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Learners of the Week: Molly, Vera and Daniel  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  148    Helvellyn  148    Blencathra  141 

 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in Nursery this week, we have been 

focusing on developing our understanding of 

repeating patterns. We explored creating repeated 

patterns using coloured beads and string, actions, 

buttons and coloured blocks. We had to carefully use 

our noticing skills to accurately create and continue our patterns. We have also been developing 

our confidence and accuracy when counting up to and back from 10. In maths in Reception this 

week, we have been exploring the numbers 9 and 10. We have learnt about the numerals which 

represent the numbers and have also explored the different representations for the numbers. We 

worked hard to use our imitating and noticing skills to order our numbers from 1 to 10 using 

number cards and also Numicon. Additionally, we have also been exploring using the language 

of one more and one less in relation to numbers between 1 and 10. 

 

In phonics in Nursery, we have been exploring syllables we started by learning what a syllable 

is and then tapped out the syllables in our names. We also enjoyed matching pictures together 

within a pairs game and developing our pencil control skills and pincer 

grasp by drawing pictures of ourselves. We also consolidated our 

learning from last week by grouping objects beginning with s or c. In 

phonics in Reception we have been learning a range of new trigraphs (3 

letters making 1 sound)! It has been very challenging but we have 

persevered to learn the actions and are beginning to link the letters 

together. We have also been 

applying our understanding by 

reading and then matching 

words to their corresponding 

pictures and writing and 

drawing matching pictures too. We have also been 

extending our reading comprehension skills by reading 

a book together and discussing what we could recall 

from the text. 
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In our Talk for Writing learning we have been focusing on the story of Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears. This week we created our own story maps to detail the different parts of the story, they 

looked brilliant!  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we 

learnt about a new place of worship this week within 

the religion of Islam; Mosques. We enjoyed looking at 

different images of Mosques and learning about some 

of the requirements to show respect when entering and 

praying in a Mosque. We could clearly identify some of 

the similarities and differences between Mosques and other places of worship and are looking 

forward to learning more next week. 

 

In our design technology learning this week we had lots of fun making cookies! We had to use 

our noticing skills to carefully measure out the ingredients and then combine them together to 

make our cookie dough. It was a fun process and we are definitely becoming more confident 

when measuring and adhering to food hygiene rules, particularly regularly washing our hands! 

Once the cookies had been cooked we enjoyed trying them and we even had a comment that they 

were ‘the BEST cookies ever!’ 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we focused on the 

benefits of plants and trees but also some of the threats they face. We had 

some brilliant ideas about the importance of plants for health, food and also 

in providing habitats for animals. We could also recall 

that trees and humans supported each other in the 

process of absorbing oxygen or carbon dioxide and 

the role trees play as the ‘lungs of the Earth’ absorbing 

carbon dioxide, impacting climate change and global warming. We also 

discussed the balance between deforestation and what is provided by 

trees and the wider impact of cutting down trees. It was great to have the 

opportunity to openly share our own ideas and use our reasoning skills to 

present 

our 

arguments and knowledge. We 

then had the opportunity to 

share examples of our favourite 

trees and plants, creating 

diagrams with Year 1 also 

adding sentences to describe the 
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plants and share interesting facts.  

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

This week in PE, we have completed our last week of 

badminton. We practiced serving and then had a go at 

small short volleys.  This was 

really good fun, although we 

had to really stretch our 

persevering muscles. 

 
    
 

 

In literacy this week, we have been stretching our collaborating muscles.  We worked in a small 

groups in order to think of different story starters and story endings.   

    
 

In our maths learning, in Year 1 we have been learning about capacity. We investigated in the 

water trays to find items that held the greatest capacity. 

    
 

In Year 2, we have been learning about weighing in grams and kilograms and, in Year 3, we 

have been learning about perimeter and measuring the perimeter of shapes. 
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In our science learning this week, we looked for observational changes to the bread from last 

week’s experiment: there were no changes as yet so we look forward to 

checking again in another weeks.  We then looked at the parts of the 

skeleton: we talked about why our skeletons are 

important and labelled the parts of the skeleton 

for our classroom learning display. 

  

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week, in computing, we have been continuing to learn about pictograms. We discussed what 

a pictogram was and then we had a go at 

creating one on the computer using pictogram 

software. First of all, we had to collect our data 

and decide what it is we were going to find out, 

so we had to come up with a question to 

research. After deciding on a topic to ask, we 

went around asking the class and created a tally 

for our data collection. Next, we inputted our 

results into the computer and it created our 

pictograms for us.  

 

During maths this week we have been learning all about capacity 

and mass. We discussed the difference between capacity and mass 

and we then did some practical activities to explore what mass 

means. We had to predict how many cubes would fill different 

sized containers and the results were interesting because some of 

the tubs did not look that big but 

held quite a lot of cubes.  
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Class 3 News  

In our literacy learning this week, we have been continuing to develop our 

understanding of how we can create and sustain suspense in our narratives, 

inspired by our class text. To help us explore these figurative techniques, we 

have used our knowledge of sentence structures and punctuation to 

experiment with varying the sentence length to change the effect on the 

reader. For example, having lured the reader into a false sense of security 

with a number of compound or complex sentences that add description and 

detail, we experimented with then adding in some short, sharp sentences or 

rhetorical questions to increase the action or make a suggested idea explicit. We used 

photographs as a stimulus for these activities (again, focussed on a forest) and discussed how 

the author can use the weather, light levels or times of day to build suspense, too. We also 

explored our model text as a writer (helping us to identify further ways of increasing suspense 

and advancing the action) and applied all of our learning so far to write our warm writes.  

 

In PSHE last week, we were all very mature in learning about the effects 

of alcohol on the human body. Using a diagram of the human body, we 

annotated the effects of alcohol on the brain, internal organs, behaviour 

and consequences. We also discussed some scenarios and practised how 

to be assertive, saying no to peer pressure. Finally, we completed our 

learning about the effects of smoking by 

learning about vaping and the dangers 

associated with this. Everyone in Class 3 was 

extremely mature: well done everyone.  

 

We have had another week of stretching our reasoning and noticing 

learning muscles as part of our VIPERS daily reading learning this 

week. As you know, each morning we begin the day by delving deeper 

into our class text (The Girl of Ink and Stars) by answering a question 

focussed on exploring and developing our understanding of vocabulary, inference, prediction, 

explanation, retrieval or summarising. This week, we have been exploring how the author uses 

images and figurative language to suggest and foreshadow elements of the story that is yet to 

come, as well as the ways in which the author shows us the experiences that the characters 
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have had. It has been interesting to link this to our learning in our main literacy lessons, too, 

and we have spotted many techniques that we can imitate and magpie!  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been learning a variety 

skills, building on what we have already learned this academic 

year. In Year 4, we have completed 

our fractions learning and showed 

just how much progress we had 

made in our end-of-unit assessment 

on Monday. Following this, we have spent the rest of the week 

learning all about tenths and how these can be represented: we 

really enjoyed using number-lines, place value charts and pictorial 

representations and our fractions learning to stretch our making links learning muscle and deepen 

our understanding of how fractions can be represented in different ways. In Year 5, we too 

began the week with an end of unit assessment (this time on decimal numbers) and we all 

showed just how secure our understanding is. This unit has linked perfectly with where we are 

up to on our Maths Passports, too, so we have had lots of opportunities to develop our learning 

in this unit. For the remainder of the week, we applied our problem-solving skills to work out the 

perimeter of rectilinear shapes and practised our arithmetic skills and calculation methods. 

Finally, in Year 6, we have been continuing to build on our knowledge of 

decimal numbers by practising our skills in multiplying and dividing by 

powers of ten and multiplying and dividing decimals by integers.  We have 

also been practising our arithmetic skills to make sure that we continue to 

practise and apply what we have learnt so far this year.  

In RE this week, we have been exploring how art 

and music can be used in worship: we thought 

carefully about the purpose of each feature, 

before spending some time stretching our empathy learning muscle by 

listening to a range of songs used in worship and creating our own 

worship-inspired art.  
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This week, we completed our Design and Technology cooking with 

something delicious: a honey cake! We were quite intrigued as to how 

it would turn out as it only had three ingredients: 200g of honey, 3 

eggs and 50g of flour! It was delicious (but very sweet!) and had a 

sticky texture. We evaluated that the recipe only made just enough for us all to have a small 

piece, so we applied our understanding of scaling in maths to 

calculate how much of each ingredient we would need to each get a 

slightly bigger slice! We also worked out the similarities between all 

the recipes- they all included honey and both the meat and fish 

dishes contained lots of spices which would have hidden the fact 

that the meat would not have always been 

very fresh in the Roman era.  
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