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th
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Learners of the Week: Tommy, Isla and Year 6!    

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  200    Helvellyn  221   Blencathra  194 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception)  

 

In maths in Reception, we have been 

manipulating and building on our knowledge of 

shapes from previous maths learning. We 

enjoyed sorting shapes into different groups, 

thinking about which could be the odd one out 

and why. We have also been creating different 

images using irregular shapes and have been 

describing some of their properties. We have also been securing our knowledge of number bonds 

to 10, using mathematical resources to support us when forming these. We are now becoming 

more confident and fluent in describing some of the 

different ways in which 10 can be made. In maths in 

Nursery, we have been focusing on pattern this week 

and have been exploring creating repeating patterns. We 

began by creating repeated patterns using actions and 

then applied this knowledge to objects creating two- and 

three-part patterns. We even used paint and sponges 

which was fun!  

 

In phonics in Nursery, we have been exploring fast and slow sounds and have also enjoyed 

experimenting with animal sounds in a welcome to the zoo activity. We have also been playing 

letter pairs games with some of our 

older Nursery children and have 

also been crossing the river by 

blending a CVC word together and 

finding the matching object. In 

phonics in Reception, we have 

continued to explore adjacent 

consonants with the help of Jazzy 

Jack and Magic Mack. We are 

becoming more confident in using our listening skills to now identify all of the different sounds 

in a word.  
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning this week, we continued to learn 

about animals focusing on the diet of 

different animals. We learned about the 

scientific vocabulary of carnivore, herbivore, 

and omnivore and how the different diets 

varied. We discussed how animals were 

adapted to their different diets, including 

looking at the teeth of a carnivore and a 

herbivore to compare how the different animals had evolved and adapted to enable them to 

effectively survive. We then applied our knowledge by grouping animals into the categories of 

herbivore, carnivore and omnivore. 

 

In our geography and understanding the word learning we continued our focus on Australia, this 

week looking specifically at Aboriginal culture within Australia. We were introduced to the 

terminology indigenous and enjoyed looking at pictures and asking questions about Aboriginal 

people and cultures in Australia. We were particularly interested in the didgeridoo and the 

importance of Uluru rock as a sacred place.  

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning we continue to learn about pilgrimage, this week 

focusing on the special journey within the Bible of Mary and Joseph travelling to Bethlehem. We 

used characters to support us in acting out the journey and generated some 

brilliant philosophical questions about God and Jesus. We discussed why 

this journey is important for Christians and the symbolism of Bethlehem as 

a place for pilgrimage within the religion of Christianity.  

 

In our PE and physical development learning, we have continued to develop 

our cricket skills. We have enjoyed refining our throwing, catching, batting 

and fielding skills and have even started to apply these skills in small 

game situations.  
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In our PSHE learning, we 

have been learning about 

different ways to keep our 

bodies clean, including 

washing our hands and 

bodies and cleaning our 

teeth. We enjoyed 

experimenting with pepper 

and soap to demonstrate 

how effective soap is in 

deterring germs and practising washing our hands using different tools like sponges and nail 

brushes. We also helped our toy Pantosaurus in learning to use a tissue if you need to sneeze or 

cough and to always wash your hands after using the toilet.  

 

We had a brilliant time on the library bus last 

Friday afternoon. We really enjoyed listening to a 

story together but also choosing our own books to 

share together back in school. It was wonderful to 

have the opportunity to look at such a fantastic 

range of books and choose books which really 

interest us. 

 
Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Class 2 this week, we have been continuing to take measurements and 

record observations in our science learning, with us being able to draw 

conclusions for the investigation that we started just after Easter. Having 

reviewed all of the data collected, we have been able to confirm that water 

is essential for germination to take place and that roots do grow before 

shoots- we were fascinated to discover that although one pot looked 

empty, roots were actually growing out the bottom of the pot! We decided 

that the seed must have been planted a little deeper than all of the others 

as a shoot was evident (although we had to carefully poke around in the 

soil to check!). Using our successfully-germinated seedlings, this week, we 

moved on to working out what happens when plants are exposed to different amounts of light. 

Before putting the seedlings in various locations with different amounts of light, we wrote out 

our investigation and made our predictions. We’ll let you know what we find out in the next 

couple of weeks.  

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In RE this week, we explored an illustration of a community, looking closely to notice the 

religions that were present, as well as any other groups 

or people. We identified the 

main religions present, as well 

as groups of people that were 

raising the profile of issues 

such as climate change. We 

identified how communities 

can be brought together for the 

benefit of everyone and then 

found out about different 

ways that different religions 

help others in need. We used examples from the Carlisle floods, day-

to-day help (such as langar in Sikhism) and charities that seek to 

raise money to help others, such as Christian Aid or Muslim Aid.  

 

In our computing learning this week, we have been learning all 

about branching databases. Using software online, we thought 

carefully about how we can group, sort and classify a range of 

living things and worked hard to create our own classification 

tools. We have given them to Class 3 to test 

out, as they have been creating their own 

classification keys in science! 

 

In French, we have been weather presenters! 

Using all of our French vocabulary, we 

described the weather in different places 

around the world!  

 

Finally, in music, we have been using 

untuned percussion to play along with the reggae pieces of music 

that we have been listening too and appraising this half 

term. We practised playing on the ‘off beat’ (which was 

quite tricky) but we could hear how this was used in lots 

of the pieces that we have been listening to.  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

This week in our history learning, we have completed our 

WW1 letters sent to loved ones from the trenches. We followed 

the correct structure and layout of a letter and included lots 

of emotive language within them. In our letters, we included 

many things like the conditions in the trenches, how we 

were feeling and some questions that we wanted to ask our 

families back home. We have really enjoyed learning all 

about WW1 and cannot wait to find out what we will be 

learning about next week in history.  

  

In our literacy learning this week, we have been innovating 

on our Meerkat Mail story mountain in the classroom. We 

discussed the impact of changing descriptive phrases within 

the opening of the tale to come up with our very own 

sentences. In pairs, we collaborated to innovate on each 

sentence and we then read them aloud and stuck them 

onto the class story mountain. Next, we moved onto 

turning our new descriptive phrases into sentences and 

finally into a paragraph of writing.  
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Each morning, we have been looking at the spelling 

rule ‘add the letters less’ to words. We read the 

words off the board using our ‘read with speed’ 

technique. We had to work out what the root word 

was and how it had changed to become the new 

word. For example, home becomes homeless, 

thought 

becomes 

thoughtless 

and love 

become 

loveless. From a discussion we noticed that adding 

‘less’ to each word changed the meaning of it.  

 

During our maths learning this week, in Year 1 we have 

been continuing our multiplication and division unit of 

work and we have focused on making doubles and 

equal groups. We used the Base Ten to help us to make the equal groups. In Year 2, we have 

been recognising and finding a third and finding a whole. In Year 3, we have been comparing 

and ordering 

non-unit 

fractions 

(fractions 

with a 

numerator 

that is not 1).  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

It’s been SATs week for our wonderful Year 6 this week and we are so proud of how resilient, 

calm and determined everyone was. Well done, Year 6! 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have all started new units, including time, shape and 

position and direction in Year 6. In Year 4, we have been converting between different units of 

time (including learning about months of the year and their 

durations); in Year 5 we have been have identifying and 

classifying angles; and in Year 6, we have been consolidating our 

knowledge on coordinates. We’ve also 

been working hard to continue to practise 

recalling our multiplication facts and 

number facts with speed.  

 

In literacy, we have been working on 

developing our understanding and use of 

relative clauses this week, as well as 

working hard to use and apply words 

from the Year 4, 5 and 6 curriculum spelling lists. We enjoyed using 

different images of Tudor gardens to develop different atmospheres and 

moods, too.  
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In our RE lessons, we have built on our RE learning from 

last week further by exploring the ritual of prayer and its 

symbolism in Islam. Using the perspectives of two Muslim 

children, we reflected on how Muslims may feel during 

prayer and how their religion supports the wider 

community and the 

community in which it 

is based.  

 

In PE this week, we have been applying our cricket skills on 

the field. This week, we have focused on applying our 

bowling and batting skills to take part in short games.  

 

 

 

 

Finally, in our DT learning this week, we have been continuing to explore Tudor food and diet. 

This week, we used a range of sources of evidence to identify how the diets of rich Tudors 

would differ from those who were poor, recording the evidence in a table as it was revealed. 

Although there were some similarities, it was clear that there were huge differences in what was 

eaten and we found it fascinating to look more closely at what would be typically found on the 

table in Tudor homes. We also explored Tudor table manners to see if they gave us any clues as 

to the types of meals eaten. We are looking forward to beginning our research into Tudor meals 

and menus, in preparation for cooking!  

 

Class 3 News Mrs Arnold 

 

It’s been another busy week in Class 3.  

 

In Year 6 we’ve had a big week doing our SATS assessments. We all worked 

really hard to show off everything we’ve learned over the past few years and 

took on the challenge with great maturity and perseverance. Mrs Arnold and 

Miss Hutton say we definitely deserve a well-earned break and celebration 

this weekend after all our hard work! 

 

Our literacy learning this week has been focussing 

on building believable settings and atmosphere in our writing. We’ve 

explored vocabulary, sentences structures and linking our ideas to 
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build interesting and engaging settings that can reflect the character’s feelings and develop a 

sense of atmosphere through our stories.  

 

In maths this week, in Year 4 we’ve been learning all about time. We’ve learned about seconds, 

minutes and hours and how you can convert between analogue and digital times. In Year 5, 

we’ve been learning all about angles. We’ve been classifying, estimating and measuring angles - 

we particularly enjoyed using protractors for the first time. In Year 6 we’ve been focussing on our 

SATS preparation with lots of practise of the tricky bits - we still managed to fit in some learning 

about circles though!  

 

Our history learning this week saw us 

using different secondary sources to find 

out about and compare the lives of Queens 

Mary I and Elizabeth I. We enjoyed working 

out which books to use and refining our 

enquiries to make sure we found all the key 

information about their lives. This was 

easier said than done, especially with 

Queen Mary I as her short reign meant most 

books didn’t have much detail about her. 

After researching one of the queens, we then had to act as experts to 

teach someone else about them. We were really impressive with our detail 

and asked questions of our experts to find out more. After collecting all the information we 

needed, we then set about comparing their lives. We had to decide how to present the comparison 

in our books to make the information really clear and easy to understand. Finally, we compared 

the lives of the two queens to the lives of ordinary women in Tudor England. We read about the 

lives of women across society and compared these to the two 

queens. It was interesting to see how different the lives of women 

were and the context in which Mary and Elizabeth reigned.  

 

In science this week, we’ve been learning more about the life cycles 

of animals. We’ve developed on our previous learning to compare, 

reason and generalise about the life cycles of mammals, 

amphibians, birds and insects.  
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