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Learners of the Week: Jesse, Lewis and James 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 7     Helvellyn 9     Blencathra 8   

 

Class 1 News 

 

We have had a brilliant week in 

Class 1 this week, the highlight 

being our trip to Walltown Country 

Park! In the morning, we took part 

in a guided story session led by 

rangers. We started off by listening 

to a story and talking about some 

of the wildlife you may see on a 

walk in a woodland. We used 

animal puppets to help us to develop our understanding of woodland 

wildlife, too! We then created our own woodland animal masks using 

tissue paper and feathers, creating owls, foxes, 

deer and butterflies amongst other animals. We 

then wore our animal masks on a woodland walk, 

investigating local habitats and even creating some 

stick people. In the afternoon, we had the 

opportunity to explore a pond habitat, spotting 

dragonflies, water spiders, water beetles, ducks 

and moorhens. It was a wonderful day out and 

chance to develop our understanding of animals, 

habitats and our scientific knowledge! 

Inspired by our visit to Walltown, we then 

created some fantastic drawings and writing linked to our 

experiences and some of the things 

we learnt. We also decided to create 

an alphabet fact file about some of 

the creatures that you may see on a 

woodland walk. 
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In Class 1, we have been focusing on our 

feelings and how we might feel in 

different situations. We have used some 

of the messages from the story “The 

Colour Monster” and found it interesting 

to zone in on 

different feelings 

individually. We 

spoke about how 

we might feel, 

including how we 

might feel in our 

bodies as well as how might show our emotions externally. We also 

shared experiences around specific feelings too, for example; I feel calm 

when.... I feel scared when.... It was great to have the opportunity to 

openly share about our feelings and we cannot wait to explore this more! 

 

Class 2 News 

 

We have had a very busy and exciting week in 

Class 2 this week! On Wednesday, we visited 

Vindolanda to support our learning in History. We 

stretched many of our learning muscles, as well as 

meeting and speaking to an archeologist! She told 

us about what they had discovered and then we 

had the opportunity 

to ask her some 

questions. We then 

walked around the 

site at Vindolanda: it was really interesting and we stretched our 

noticing muscles and imagining learning muscles as we had to 

imagine what the 

fort would have 

been like in Roman 

times.  In the 

afternoon, we 

headed to Walltown to meet Class 1. This helped us 

to make links to our science learning on plant life 

cycles.  We stretched our noticing muscles again as 

we carefully observed the different plants. 
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In our science learning this week, we have been exploring everyday materials.  We stretched our 

noticing muscles as we explored different materials outside: this led us to some very interesting 

discussions on why we use some materials for certain jobs and what makes them suitable for 

the job they do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our maths learning this week, we 

have been stretching our collaboration and reasoning muscles 

as we worked together to create number lines to 100. We 

successfully found where 50 would be on a number line and 

then challenged ourselves to estimate where other numbers 

might be on the number line. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 2, we have also begun accessing Times Tables 

Rockstars. The children have their usernames and passwords 

in the fronts of their reading records and they can access this fantastic game in school as well 

as at home. 

 

You may have heard about our new Lego-inspired learning 

reward charts! We will earn stickers for reading at home and 

being successful learners throughout 

the day.  Once we have filled our 

charts, we get to go inside the 

treasure box to choose a well-earned 

prize! 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

In our maths learning this week, we have been learning how to 

round numbers. We used number lines and our knowledge of 

counting in 10s, 100s and 1000s to help us identify the multiple 

closest to the number we needed to round. In Year 4, we also 

reinforced our place value knoweldge by adding and subtracting 

1000 to or from a range of 4 digit numbers, as well as ordering 3 

and 4 digit 

numbers. We had 

to make sure that 

we used our place 

value headings 

and squares in our books to accurately 

calculate each answer, without making 

avoidable errors. We have all been stretching 

our reasoning learning muscles too, by 

explaining and proving each answer or 

method- whether that is in our shared 

discussions, or in our maths books.   

In literacy, we have worked together to create a 

‘shared write’, this week. Having explored our 

model text as a ‘reader’ and ‘writer’ we then imitated 

these skills, sentence structures and vocabularly to 

create sentences together and in our books. This 

really helped us to stretch our revising learning 

muscle: we had to make sure that our story 

developed our main character (and their thoughts 

and feelings) as well as include the correct 

punctation and story structure. To really enhance 

our writing, we 

created a range of 

expanded noun phrases (where we added detail and 

description to some simple sentences), before learning about 

relative clauses to add further detail: we really stretched our 

punctuation knowledge by creating complex sentences with 

embedded clauses, too! We really enjoyed this collaborative 

approach to developing and enhancing our writing.  
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In our RE learning this week, we thought carefully about people 

around the world: particularly those thought of as being 

inspirational or someone that 

influences others. We explored 

how a range of people could be 

thought of in these ways 

(including Queen Elizabeth II, 

Harry Potter, Marcus Rashford 

and Emma Raducanu) and the 

qualities that they need to 

possess. This built on our 

learning about leaders and 

followers from last week, and 

helped us to stretch our empathy learning muscle to think about 

how different people would feel. We also stretched our 

imagining learning muscle by playing with ideas: we 

questioned whether or not influential people would know that 

they were influential and whether or not you should try and 

not be influenced by others and just celebrate being you. Interestingly, Reverend Johnsen’s 

assembly on Thursday shared this very message! We also discussed showing respect to other 

people, especially if they had a different experience or beliefs or values. We ended our lesson 

with a short reflection; thinking  about someone who influences us or inspires us and why we 

think that they are a role model to us. 

 

In our computing learning this week, we have been 

building on our understanding of flat-file databases and 

we identified fields and records within in a data set. We 

then made links to our maths learning by using the data 

tables to sort, organise and interpret the data; ex[plaining 

which method was the most efficient. We also suggested 

some other fields that we could  use to sort and organise 

the data into. We 

began by making 

links to our science 

learning 

(suggesting other types of ‘fields’ linked to carnivores/ 

omnivores/ herbirvores, as well as classification and 

habitats), before exploring a database all about 

countries and their population, language, location, 

currency and flag.   
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We really enjoyed our music lesson this week, too! We have 

been revising our knowledge of note names (including 

crochets, quavers, semibreve and semi-quavers) and the 

notes in the c-major scale. We recapped some of the pieces of 

music from our last keyboard unit as a warm up, and 

practised some singing, too. We all really enjoyed playing the 

keyboards again and asked if we can have a lunchtime 

choir! In just 15 minutes, we 

had managed to learn three 

short songs to sing in a round!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

We’ve had an exciting week in our foundation subjects this week, 

with a visit from Rachel from the Northumberland National Park 

team. She came to tell us all about being an archaeologist and 

how they look for clues that tell us more about the past. She then 

shared with us some really exciting artefacts for us to explore. 

We asked questions to work out what the artefacts were made 

from, what they may have been used for and what this tells us 

about that time period. We then had 

to work out which time period the 

artefacts belonged to. It was so good 

to handle the artefacts and see first-

hand the kinds of tools people would 

have used throughout prehistory.  
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We have continued learning about electricity in science and have 

learned how to draw circuit diagrams using the correct symbols for 

each component. We’re now ready for our first investigation next week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Collective Worship  

On Monday, we explored what the word ‘community’ 

means and how children around the world have had to 

leave their community due to conflict. In our Collective 

Worship on Tuesday, we explored the life of Emma 

Raducanu and how she might 

stretch her learning muscles in 

her quest to become the winner 

of the US Open: we identified how she could have given up after 

her Wimbledon experience, before identifying all of the learning 

muscles that she would have used to become a champion. On 

Thursday, Reverend Johnsen shared with us the story of ‘The Mixed 

Up Chameleon’: the moral of this story was to try and be ourselves 

and to celebrate how unique and special we all are as individuals. 

It was great to have Reverend Johnsen back in school with us. We 

have also enjoyed singing ‘Autumn Days’ this week, too!  

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Outdoor Mathematics 

 

In our outdoor maths learning last week, we continued to 

extend and consolidate out place value learning in Year 3, 4, 

5 and 6. We used the big chalks to create place value 

headings and then used natural materials to create a range of 

numbers: from 3 digit numbers in Year 4 to numbers to 

10,000,000 (and beyond!) in Year 6. We had to make sure 

that we could read and write these numbers, saying them 

accurately- even when we had some columns with no 

values.  

 

 

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Weekly Wellbeing  

Did you see us in the Cumberland News at the 

beginning of the month? We were really pleased to 

be able to share all of our growing success with 

our local community and we are looking forward 

to developing this further. Last Friday, we were 

very excitied to explore a brand new learning 

space that we will be developing over the next few 

months and we have started to wor k out what we 

would like to use the space for. We have had some 

initial thoughts about this outdoor classroom and 

would like to create a bird hide, campfire area (so 

that we can have hot chocolate and 

marshamllows!), a bird table, bug and hedgehog 

hotels, space to record the weather and seasonal 

changes as well as a space to have some hens 

(eventually!). 

  

We will update you on our progress each week and 

we might even ask for your help in building and 
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designing this exciting new learning space- we thought that we might even write to Gardeners’ 

World for some expert advice!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


