
 

Week Commencing 13
th

 and 20
th

 April 2026 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 13
th

 April: Oscar, Joss and Lockie 

          w/c 20
th

 April: Ivy, Beau and Jemima 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 128     Helvellyn 143   Blencathra 110 

 

Early Years 

 

What a glorious start back to the summer term. 

In Nursery and Reception phonics, we have been using magnetic letters to 

order and spell our name, building on our initial 

sound recognition knowledge and linking it to objects 

within our classroom. We have been building on our 

segmenting and blending skills, decoding words with 

adjacent consonants. Our phonics friends Jazzy 

Jack and Magic Mack have helped us spot the sound 

and say it out loud so it can be heard. 

In Nursery and Reception maths, we have been exploring symbols and how 

we can use them to record different amounts and we used shapes and 

crosses to help keep a track of how many bean bags we could throw into 

the hoop. We have been making links between numerals and 

quantities too, matching numerals to the correct amounts and 

using our subitising skills to support our thinking. In Reception maths, we have 

been learning about even tops and odd tops. We found that the odd tops could not 

be shared equally so we dived deeper into our learning and made links between 

doubles and even numbers- we found that all the 

even numbers were made up of doubles! 

In our afternoons, we have been busy hunting for minibeasts! 

We learned that minibeasts do not have a backbone, which 

means they are called invertebrates. We practised saying this 

new word by breaking it into syllables. 
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We used our class skeleton to explore what a vertebrate looks like and even 

felt our own backbones. We then took our 

learning outside to see how many minibeasts 

we could find hiding in our outdoor area. To 

deepen our understanding, we explored different 

types of minibeasts, including those that creep, 

crawl, weave and spin. 

 

Year 1 and 2 

 

In KS1 phonics, we have been learning our spelling rules to change words from singular to plural 

and present to past tense. We have also been learning about homophones, looking at how words 

sound the same but have different meanings such as whale and 

wail and hare and hair. 

In KS1 maths, we have been learning about parts and how they 

make up a whole. We have been identifying the different parts 

that combine to create a whole and have been introduced to the 

fraction ½. We learned that a half is made up of two equal 

parts. The bottom number in a fraction shows how many 

equal parts there are, and the top number shows how many 

parts are selected or shaded. We used this knowledge to find 

halves in shapes and to create our own.  

In Mrs Nixon’s group, we have been introduced to arrays. 

We have been using arrays to explore how groups can be 

shared equally and to see the different ways objects can be 

arranged. This has helped us practise making equal groups and share them fairly. 

In Early Years and KS1 Talk for Writing, we were surprised to discover a classroom burglary- 

Burglar Bill had broken in and stolen our story, ‘Leek 

Soup’! He left behind a trail of footprints leading to a big 

brown box. Inside, we found a stripy jumper, a black hat, 

a torch, a brown sack… and even a baby! We also 
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discovered two envelopes addressed to Early Years and Years 1 and 2, which revealed our new 

class text, Burglar Bill. 

In Early Years, we have been 

building a story map with actions 

and creating character descriptions 

for Burglar Bill. In Years 1 and 2, 

we have been analysing the text 

closely, focusing on the author’s vocabulary choices and creating a 

toolkit of writing techniques such as the power of three and 

alliteration. We have also explored how specific words, like “sly” 

and “sneaky,” are used to create different emotions and bring the character to life. 

In our afternoons ... 

In geography, we have been recapping our knowledge of the seven continents, five oceans and 

the equator. We used an atlas to help us locate the continents and identify where the equator 

lies. 

We were then introduced to rainforests and discovered that they 

are hot, humid and moist, with no distinct seasons. This climate 

makes them an ideal environment for plants and animals to 

thrive. Using our map skills, we identified which continents 

contain rainforests and found that South America has the largest 

area of rainforest. 

We also explored how animals are adapted to live in the 

rainforest. For example, a jaguar’s spotted coat helps it to camouflage in the dappled light of the 

forest, allowing it to blend into its surroundings. 

 

In DT, we have been practising our sewing skills, learning how to carefully thread yarn through 

the eye of a needle. Using paper plates, we created patterns and then used a hammer and tee to 

make small holes. This allowed us to practise our stitching 

techniques by following the patterns we had designed. 
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In science, we have been exploring the wide variety of garden plants and discussing why people 

choose particular plants based on their appearance, colour and scent. We learned that garden 

plants require lots of care, including extra nutrients, regular watering and trimming to keep them 

looking their best. In contrast, wild plants grow naturally without human support and can often 

become tall and overgrown. 

We compared different wild and garden plants to identify similarities and 

differences. We found that both types can be colourful and have pleasant 

scents, but garden plants rely on humans to help them grow and stay healthy, 

whereas wild plants depend on nature. 

 

 

 

Year 3 and 4   

We have made a brilliant start to the Summer Term across all subjects and have settled back into 

our routines really well. It has been lovely to see everyone demonstrating such positive attitudes, 

resilience and independence and we have built on our previous learning so much already, setting 

high expectations for the term ahead. 

In Year 3, in maths, we have been learning about fractions, 

particularly focusing on finding fractions of quantities and 

amounts. We have explored this through a range of practical 

and visual methods to deepen our understanding; drawing 

bar models to represent problems, using place value counters 

and Base Ten equipment to physically group and share 

amounts and making strong links to our ever-growing times 

table knowledge to help us calculate efficiently. We have also 

been developing our mathematical language, using terms 

such as numerator and denominator accurately when explaining our thinking. By the end of this 

week, we had brought all of our learning together through a range of reasoning and problem-

solving activities, where we had to justify our answers, spot patterns and explain our methods 

clearly.  

In Year 4, we have been completing our second unit on decimal numbers. This time, we have 

focused on understanding how tenths and hundredths are connected and the value of each digit 

in numbers with two decimal places. We have used place value charts and practical resources to 

support this understanding and to help us visualise the relative size (or value) of each part. We 

have also been ordering decimal numbers in both ascending and descending order, carefully 

comparing digits to ensure accuracy. We have also been making important connections between 
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fractions and their decimal equivalents (particularly halves, quarters and three quarters) helping 

us to see how these concepts link together. We too have been applying this knowledge through 

reasoning and problem-solving questions, where we have really challenged ourselves to work 

through multi-step problems, decide on appropriate strategies and explain our thinking with 

increasing confidence.  

In Mastering Number, we have continued to work hard to develop our 

knowledge of multiplication facts, alongside exploring rules and patterns to 

help us work out any facts that are not yet secure. For example, we have 

been using near facts, as well as strategies such as multiplying by 10 and 

then adding or subtracting one group when working with 9s and 11s. We 

have also been creating factor families to link multiplication and division 

facts, helping us to see how these are closely connected. To build our fluency 

and confidence, we have been challenging ourselves to complete our times 

table challenges in the quickest time possible, showing great determination 

and enthusiasm as we improve. 

In literacy, we have started our new class text, The Boy at the Back of the 

Class. This powerful story follows the journey of Ahmet, a refugee from a 

war-torn country, and his integration into a new school. Through this, we 

are beginning to understand the world from someone else’s point of view 

and are developing empathy towards others. We 

have already started to build a picture of the main 

characters through our guided reading questions, making thoughtful 

links to other texts we have read. In our writing lessons, we have 

explored our model text as both readers and writers, ensuring we 

understand what is happening in each part and how the author has 

carefully included key features. We have been challenging ourselves to 

identify a range of sentence structures too, including some more complex 

examples where commas are used to add extra information to expand 

or clarify a point — it has been quite 

exciting! Alongside this, we have begun to 

develop language banks so that we have 

a wide range of ways to show Ahmet’s thoughts and feelings 

through his actions. To bring all of our ideas together, we worked 

collaboratively on a shared write, combining our ideas into a 

cohesive paragraph. We think you will be very impressed with 

what we have produced:  

In the loud, bustling classroom filled with giggles and laughter, Ahmet sat silently. He picked at 

the skin around his fingernails nervously, his heart thudding painfully against his ribs. His 
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raspy breath sounded like a scream in his ears as faces stared at him across the room. Drained 

of all colour, his small, dark eyes looked down towards the dusty classroom floor. Inside, he felt 

like fear had locked its icy claws around him, tearing through him like a snake’s venom in his 

veins. 

 …and… 

The next morning, Ahmet didn’t look down. He held his gaze and his chin was lifted a fraction 

higher than the day before. “I think we could put the castle there,” he said fearlessly, pointing 

carefully to the map that they were creating together. This time, he didn’t hesitate or let his head 

sink to the ground like he used to. It was as though the tension had melted and he felt a tingle 

of freedom. The children looked at each other and nodded thoughtfully as they began to add the 

castle that he’d suggested.  With each word that he spoke, his posture seemed to unfold like a 

new leaf in spring and his voice grew stronger, each word louder than the one before. He 

realised that he wasn’t lonely anymore: he had a voice that mattered and friends who listened. 

With them, he knew that he could conquer anything, no matter how scary or terrifying it was. 

We have started to use this as a basis for our own paragraphs and we look forward to adding 

to this over the next few weeks.  

 

Year 5 and 6 

We have had a really productive start to the term. In maths, in Year 6 we’ve been working really 

hard to finish both all our curriculum learning and keep practising for our SATS which are 

coming up very soon! We’ve finished our unit on shape and are just finishing our final primary 

school unit on position and direction. We’re working really hard and it will be so exciting to see 

how this pays off in our end of Key Stage assessments. In Year 5, we’ve finished a whole unit 

on statistics and are now learning about shape too. We’ve been using protractors to carefully 

measure and draw angles.  

In literacy, we’ve started reading and exploring our new class text, The 

Boy in the Tower by Polly Ho-Yen. This is a fantastic (and a bit scary!) 

book about Ade and his life living in his tower block as a mysterious 

and deadly plant takes over his city. We’ve been exploring different 

techniques authors use to describe settings and create atmosphere and 

have been practising describing the view from the tower block as well 

as describing the deadly plant by using precise vocabulary and 
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figurative language. In our VIPERS we’ve been making inferences into the character’s thoughts and 

feelings as well as using evidence from the text to make predictions.  

We’ve started our new science, history, geography and computing learning over the past two 

weeks. We’re in for a busy and fascinating term of learning!  

In science, we’ve learned all about taxonomy and the process of 

classifying living things. This week, we looked at how vertebrates are 

classified by identifying similarities and differences in their 

characteristics.  

In history, we’ve started our unit on The 

Windrush Generation. We learned about 

the historical context of Jamaica and 

how demand for sugar in the UK, Britain’s colonisation of Jamaica 

and the abhorrent slave trade and its eventual abolition influenced and brought about the culture 

and community of modern-day Jamaica. 

 In geography, we’ve been learning about settlements and where and 

why they get built. We used relief maps and satellite images to spot 

patterns between the physical features of the landscapes and where 

settlements develop. We also learned about different types of settlement 

and what the differences are 

between them.  

In computing, we’ve started a unit 

on video production. So far, we’ve 

watched and analysed two videos, 

looking for different types of camera shot, audio and purpose. 

We’re looking forward to creating our own videos! 
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A Song for Edmondson 

We have also had two very exciting events over the past two weeks! 

One highlight was when BBC Radio Cumbria came into school to 

interview and record us following our recent win at the National 

Community Rail Awards for our A Song for Edmondson project. After 

a special assembly where we were proudly presented with our 

trophy and certificate, we took part in a quick sound-check rehearsal 

before preparing for our radio debut—it was quite nerve-wracking! 

We then waited patiently while the final piece was put together, ready to be broadcast across the 

county. On Tuesday morning, we gathered together and listened with bated breath. It was 

incredibly exciting to hear ourselves on the radio and to know that our achievement was being 

shared with so many people. If you have not yet listened to it, you can find it here on BBC 

sounds for the rest of this month: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002v265 . Please scroll to 

23 minutes and 17 seconds to listen to part one! 
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