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Week Cmnmnccng 13 and 20% AprLL 2026

Learners of the Week.: wc 13t Aprtt: Oscar, Joss and, Lockie
wc 20t Apnt: /vy, Beau and Jemima

Housepoints total: ~ Skiddaw-128  Helvellyn 143 Blencathra. T10

Eartg Years
What a gloﬁ,ous start back to the summer term.

In Nursery and Reception phonics, we have heen using magnetic letters to
order and spell our name, bu,LLdJ.ng on our initial
sound recognition knowledge and linking it to- objects
within our classroom. We have heen building on our
segmenting and blending skills, decoding words with
| adjacent consonants. Our phonics friends Jazzy
Jack and /V\ach Mack have helped us spot the sound
and say it out loud so-it can be heard.

we can use them to-record different amounts and we used shapes and
crosses to /w,LIa kp,ela a trock of hcrvwma,ny bean b,ags we could throw- into
the hoop. We have heen making links between numerals and
@ quantities tov, matching numerals to-the correct amounts and P
e using ow*subLthi,ng skills to support ow-thi,n/ang. In Recepti,on maths, we have
. B hoon leaming ahout even tops and odd. tops. We found that the odd. tops could not
. be shared equally so-we dived deeper into-our learning and made links between
& doubles and even numbers- we found that all the
even numbers were made up of doubles!

In our afternoons, we have heen busy hun,th,g for minibeasts!
We learned that minibeasts do not have a hackhone, which

means th/ay are called invertehrates. We Io,rwcti,sed saying this
new- word, by brea,kmg it into SHLLa,blzs.
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We used our class skeleton to*ex,alom what a vertehrate looks like and even
. felt our own hackhones. We then took our

Lea,mtn,g outside to see how- many minibeasts
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¥ we could find hiding in our outdoor area. To-

deepen our understanding, we explored different
types of minibeasts, including those that creep,
crawl, weave and spin.

Year! and 2

In KST phonics, we have been learning ouwr spelling rules to-change words from singular to- plural
and present to-past tense. We have alsobeen learning about homophones, looking at how- words
sound the same hut have different meanings such as whale and Ty eyl 3

wail and hare and hair-

o ? .l.._“
q Y | ; ! r .

In KSI maths, we have been learning about parts and how- they
make up a whote. We have heen identifying the different parts ;
that comhine to create a whole and have been introduced to the AL e

froction %. We learned that a half is made up of twoequal
\j parts. The hottom number in a fraction shows h,ow*m,a,ny
J g egual parts there are, and the top number shows h,O'\A/‘rTLa,fLH
sl o parts are selected or shaded. We used this knowtedge tofind
halves in shapes and to-create our own.

In Mrs Nixon's group, we have been introduced to- arrays.

S We have been using arrays to-explore how- groups can he
o . * shared equally and to- see the different ways objects can he
arranged. This has helped us proctise making equal groups and share them fairly.

In Ea,rty Years and KSI Talk for Wrtthg, we were surp,rtsed to- discover a classroom b,u,rgla,ry-

Burglar Bill had broken in and stolen our story, Leek
So-u,la’./ He left behind a trail of footprints leading to-a hig
brown hox. Inside, we found a stripy jumper, a black hat,
a torch, a brown sackk and even a baby! We also
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discovered two mvzlop,qs addressed to*Ea,rty Years and Years | and 2, which revealed our new-
class text, Burg[a,r Bill.

. In Early Years, we have heen
b,uLLdLng a story map with actions
and creating character d@scrilatwns
for Burglo.r' Bill. In Years I and 2,

L we have heen analysing the text
closely, fotusing on the authors vocabulary choices and creating a
toolkit of writing techniques such as the power of three and
alliteration. We have alsoexplored how- specific words, like “sly”
and “snp,a,k,y," are used tocreate different emotions and b,rtng the character tolife.

In our afternoons ...

In geography, we have heen recapping wr/cnvw&dge of the seven continents, fLVQ oteans and.
the equator. We used an atlas to /uatp, us locate the continents and dez,nt‘gcy where the equator

lies.

\ We were then introduced to rainforests and discovered that thzy
% are hot, humid and moist, with no distinct seasons. This climate
makes them an ideal environment for pl,an,ts and animals to
thrive. Ustng our map skills, we identified which continents
contain rainforests and found that South America has the La.rgest
5 area of rainforest.

: X We also prlomd how- animals are adapbad to- live in the
ramfmst F or exampte a jag uar's spotted, cout helps it tor camwﬂage in the dappled LLght of the
forest, aLLowmg it to- blend intoits swrround. ings.

In DT, we have heen proctising our sewing skills, lp,a,an,g how- to ca,refuuy thread yam through
the eye of a needle. Using paper plates, we created patterns and then used a hammer and tee to-
make small holes. This allowed us topractise our stitching = B v

technigues by foilowing the patterns we had designed. . W
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In science, we have been exploring the wide variety of garden plants and discussing why people
chouse particular plants based on their appearance, colowr and scent. We learned that garden
plants require lots of care, LrLcLud,Lng extra nutrients, rzgular walering and trimming to keep them
looking their best. In contrast, wild plants grow- naturally without human support and can often
become tall and overgrown.

We compared different wild and gard,en plants to- identify similarities and
differences. We found that hoth types can be cotourful and have pleasant
scents, but garden plants rely on humans to-help them grow-and stay healthy,
whereas wild plants depend on nature.

Year 3 and L

We have made a brilliant start to-the Summer Term across all subj'ects and have settled back into
our routines raal[y well. It has heen LO‘VQLH to™ see everyone d,emmstrati,ng such positive attitudes,
resilience and Ln,d,ep,endzn,ce and we have built on our previous Lo,a,ang so-much atmady, setting
/u;gh expectations for the term ahead.

In Year 3, in maths, we have heen Lea,m‘mg ahout fractions,
parttcuLarty focustng on fmdmg fractions of quantities and

+ 1 amounts. We have explored this through a range of practical
and visual methods to dzelozn our undzr‘sta,nd'mg; d.ra,wv;n,g
bar models to-represent problems, using place value counters
and Base Ten equipment to- phycha[[H group and share
amounts and m,a/ctng strong links to- our ever-growing times
table /crurwiedge to- h,elp ws calculate offbc:;ent[y. We have also
been cLQveLoang our mathematical La,r\guage, using terms
such as numerator and denominator a,ccu,ratzly when prLaLnLng our tth/c‘Lng. BH the end of this
week, we had brough,t all of our I,ea,ang togethzr thrtmgh a range of rea.soning and problem -
soiving activities, where we had to J‘usthH our answers, spot patterns and, ex,a[a.m our method.s
clzo,rty.

In Year lr, we have heen completl;ng our second unit on decimal numbers. This time, we have
focused on und,er'standmg how- tenths and hundredths are connected and the value of each d,ith
in numhbers with two decimal pLa,ces. We have wsed Io,[a,ce value charts and Io,ru.ctl;ca,l. resources to
support this understanding and to-help us visualise the relative size (or value) of each part. We

have also been ordering decimal numbers in both ascending and descending order, carefully
comparing digits to-ensure accuracy. We have alsobeen making important connections hetween
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fractions and their decimal eq,uLvalmts ( pa.rtl;culariy halves, quarters and three q,uartofs) hzlpmg
us to see how- these conce,ats link togethzr'. We too have heen applytng this /cnn'w{zdge thro-ugh,
rea.soning and prob&m—soivtng questions, where we have reatly challznged ourselves to- work

thmu,gh multi- step Iarvb[em,s decide on appropriate strategies and explam, our thm/cm,g with
increasing confidence. &

In /V\asbzrtng Number, we have continued to- work hard to- develop our
/mcrwizd.ge of multiplication facts, a[angstdz Qxlaloﬂn,g rules and patterns to
iwl,a ws work out any facts that are not yet secure. For Qxample, we have
been using near facts, as well as strateqies such as mutttply‘mg by 10 and
then addtng orsubtract‘mg one group when Woﬁcmg with 9s and 1ls. We
have also been creating factor families to- link muLtLpLLcaf,wn and division »
facts, hz[lai.ng us to- see how these are c[o*se[y connected. To build our fluzncy o

and confidence, we have heen chalbz,ngi,ng ourselves to comp[ete our times
tahle c/wl[enges in the q,u,Lc/cest time Io,o*sstble, showv;n.g great determination

and enthusiasm as we improve.

nnnnn
bk

A In LL&FCLCH, we have started our new-class text, /e qu at the Back of the
e . /; i Class. This powerful story fotlows the journey of Ahmet, a refugee from a
M- wur-torn country, and his integration into-a new school. Through this, we
| e > T b,egi,n,n‘mg to understand the world from someone else’s point of view
; 7 and are developing empathy towards others. We o
% have already started to- build a picture of the main | @
characters th.rrrugh our 9uLdp,d, ro,a,d,Lng questions, m,a,kLng thvughgcut
links to- other texts we have read. In our writing lessons, we have
exptomd our model text as bhoth readers and writers, ensuring we
understand what is happenmg in each part and how-the author has
carefu[ty included /CQ,H features. We have been chall.engmg ourselves to
Ldznt‘fy a range of sentence structures too, anLuoLLng some more comptex
exa,mpl,es where commas are used to- add extra information to*exp.a.nd,
@ o clarify a point — it has been quite
QxCLthg/ ALOT\gsle this, we have bzgun to
develop La.nguage banks so that we have
¢ o wide range of ways to show Ahmet's thoughts and feelings
thrvugh, his actions. TO'bnng all of our ideas togeth,er, we worked,
coitabom,tl;vz[y on a shared write, combm'mg our ideas into-a
cohesive ,o,aragraph. We think you will be very impressed with
what we have produced.:

In the loud, bustLLng classroom fLLIp,d, with 9igg&5 and La,ughter, Ahmet sat sLlp,rLtLH. He IaLc/och at
the skin around his angema,Lls nzrvvus[y, his heart th,udd,Lng Iaax;n,fuuy agcun,st his ribs. His
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raspy breath sounded like a scream in his ears as faces stared at him across the room. Drained
of all colour, his small, dark eyes looked, down towards the dusty classroom ﬂow~ Inside, he feLt
like fear had locked. its icy claws around him, tearing thmu,gh him like o snake's venom in his

veins.

The next morning, Ahmet didn't look down. He held his gaze and his chin was lifted a fraction
thhzr than the cLa,H before. ‘| think we could, put the castle there,” he said feari@ss[y, pointing
carefully to-the map that they were creating toget/w“. This time, he didn't hesitate or let his head
sink to the groun,d like he wsed to. It was as though the tension had melted and he felt a t‘mglz
of freedom. The children looked at each other and nodded t}umgh{,fully as thzy bzgan to- add the
castle that he'd suggested. With each word that he spofoz, his posture seemed. to- unfold like a
new leaf in spring and his voice grew stronger, each word louder than the one hefore. He
realised that he wasnt Lom[y anymore: he had a voice that mattered and friends who listened.
With them, he knew-that he could conguer anythmg, no- matter how scary or temfy ing it was.

We have started to- wse this as a bastsfor our own paragraphs and we Lovicforwurd, to*addmg
to this over the n,exthW' weeks.

Year 5 and 6

We have had a really productive start to-the term. In maths, in Year 6 we've heen working really
hard tofinish both all our curriculum learning and keep practising for our SATS which are
coming up very soon! We've finished our unit on shape and are just finishing our final primary
school unit on position and direction. We're working really hard and it will he so-exciting to- see
how-this pays off in ourend of Key Stage assessments. In Year 5, we've finished a whole unit
on statistics and are now lp,a,mmg ahout sh,a,pe too. We've heen using protractors to carefully
measure and draw- angles. Theboasblocks o Fllng ond b wll b st

In literacy, we've started reading and exploring our new-class text, The 4 B 0 Y *
Boy in the Tower b’H Poﬂy Ho-Yen. This is a,fa,n,ta,sttc (and a hit sca,ry./) IN THE ¥
book about Ade and his life living in his tower block as a mysterious A2

and deadly plant takes over his gtty. We've been exploring dgfferent T 0 w E R b
techniques authors use to-describe settings and create atmosphere and
have heen pructising describing the view from the tower blotk as well
as describing the deadly plant by using precise vocabulary and

POLLY HO-YEN
5 A

~
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ngLLthLVQ Language. In our VIPERS we've heen ma,/ctng inferences into the characters t}w'ugh,ts and
feeLLngs as well as using evidence from the text to- make Io,ro,dl;ctwns.

We've started our new- science, h,Lstory, geography and, com,auttn,g Iza,rm.ng over the Io,ast two
weeks. We're in fora bu,sy and fo,scm,a,ti,ng term of Lea,ang./

In science, we've learned all about taxonomy and the process of
classifying living things. This week, we lovked at how- vertebrates are
classified b,y identify ing similarities and differences in their
characteristics.

Windrush Generation. We learned about

the historical context of Jamaica and

how- demand for sugar in the UK, Britain's colonisation of Jamaica
and the abhorrent slave trade and its eventual abolition influenced and hrought about the culture
_ and community of modern-day Jamaica.

In h,Lstmy, we've started our unit on The I

why they get built. We used relief maps and satellite images to- spot
patterns between the physical features of the landscapes and where
settlements develop. We also learned about di; fferent types of settlement

and what the differences are ; | Wiy
between them.

\¢ In computing, we've started a unit
on video production. Sofar, we've
57N watched and analysed two videos,
Lovkmg for different types of camern shot, audio-and purpose.
We're looking forward to- creating our own videos!
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A Song for Edmond.son
_ We have alsohad twor very exciting events over the past two weeks!

%2 One highlight was when BBC Radio- Cumbria came into- schoot to-

{ interview- and record us following our recent win at the National
‘ Community Rail Awards for our A Song forLdmondson project. After
| a special assembly where we were proudly presented with our

trophy and certificate, we took part in a quick sound-check rehearsal

= hefore preparing for our radio- debutsit was quite nerve-wracking!

We then wuaited patiently while the final piece was put together, ready to be hroadcast across the
county. On Tuesday morning, we gathered together and listened with bated breath. It was
incredibly exciting to- hear ourselves on the rudio-and to know- that our achievement was heing
shared with so-many people. If you have not yet listened to- it, you can find it here on BBC
sounds for the rest of this month: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002v265 .Please scroll tor
23 minutes and 17 seconds to listen to part one!



https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002v265

