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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  115    Helvellyn  120     Blencathra  112   

 

Class 1 News 

 

Building on the skills we developed last week in 

art, we continued to explore collage and the use of 

different materials this week. We focused on the 

creation of a seascape collage, initially looking at 

images of different seascapes and discussing the 

colours and composition of the images. We then 

used a range of different resources to begin to 

build up our collages. We used our skills to cut, 

tear, stick and layer to create our collages, thinking carefully about the colours we used and 

where we were placing the different pieces. Our finished collages looked brilliant and were all 

so unique!  

 

In phonics in Year 1, we have been focusing on our understanding of alternative sounds and 

recognising alternative sounds in different contexts. We had fun playing ‘alternative sound 

bingo’ and also identifying the correct alternative sounds in words 

through sight recognition. In phonics in Reception, we have been 

working out which letters are missing in words, using our 

segmenting and blending skills. In Nursery and Reception we have 

also been looking at each letter of the 

alphabet and their corresponding 

sounds and actions. We looked at 

images linked to the letters and their 

sounds, and in Reception, we also 

formed words linked to our focus 

letters. 

 

Linked to our new Talk for Writing story “The Different Duckling”, 

we have been creating actions to help us to learn the story. After 

practising retelling the story using actions and story sequencing 

pictures, we then started to create our own story maps. We are 

looking forward to continuing to develop our understanding of 

the story and beginning to make changes to the story during the 

innovation process. 
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In maths in Year 1, we have been developing our knowledge of place 

value and the partitioning of numbers. We have been creating numbers 

using Base 10, focusing specifically on the numbers of tens and ones in 

a number. We have also been comparing numbers 

using the language of greater than, less than and 

equal to. In Reception and Nursery, we have been 

developing our understanding of counting on and 

back through different activities. We used tens 

frames and counters to support our 

counting and have also been creating 

patterns using different objects.  

 

In Class 1 and 2, we also really enjoyed 

doing some shared reading together. It 

was great to work together to share our 

love of books. 

 

Class 2 News 

 

In our Science learning this week, we 

made the most of the fine and dry 

weather and we explored our wildlife 

garden.  We looked closely and carefully, 

stretching our noticing muscles to sketch 

the plants growing in our garden, 

identifying the characteristics of the plants 

growing in and around the pond before 

comparing them to plants growing 

elsewhere.  We found this very interesting 

and we even spotted a frog!  

 

When we returned to class, we stretched 

our listening muscles to 

share what we had discovered which led to some 

excellent conversation! We then focused our learning on 

plants in various different environments (including the 

desert, the ocean and woodland) and discovered what 

features some of these plants needed in order to 

survive in their environments. 
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In PE this week, we have been continuing our Sports Day 

preparation. We have been working hard practicing all of 

the different sports that we will be taking part in on the 

day.  We started scoring, 

making links to our 

maths learning in order 

to track our scores.   

 

In maths this week, we 

have been stretching our 

reasoning muscles as we 

have focused on lots of 

problem-solving questions.  We have also been working 

hard with arithmetic and this has really helped our 

confidence, particularly when faced with mathematical 

questions and problems. 

 

In Literacy, we have been continuing working on our 

new class story, ‘Frog and Toad Together’, and we have been looking at the features that the 

author uses within the book in order to make links to develop our own writing!  In Design and 

Technology this week, we have been continuing with our sewing. This has really stretched our 

persevering muscles as many of us found this particularly challenging! 
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Class 3 News  

 

We have had another busy week in Class 3, this week! In our literacy lessons, we have 

continued to read the poems in The Lost Words: this has helped us to develop our inference 

skills as we try to ‘read between the lines’ and work out the main messages in the poem. To 

apply our reading skills even further, we have continued to explore a range of non-fiction texts 

about common UK mammals, which supports our science learning too. This week, we found out 

facts about badgers, roe deer, pipistrelle bats and red squirrels; identifying and retrieving key 

sections of text to help us in our discussions. We have all been really 

enjoying learning about these mammals and finding out things that we 

did not know before. Not only did this learning activity help us to 

stretch our noticing learning muscle, but it also helped us to stretch our 

making links learning muscle by making links between each mammal 

and building on our plant non-fiction learning from last week. 

 

As well as developing our reading skills in literacy, we have also been 

developing our knowledge, understanding and application of commas. 

The first skill that we recapped was using 

commas correctly in lists: this was the 

perfect activity to demonstrate our reading 

retrieval skills, too. To complete this 

learning activity, we each took our non-fiction pages and found 

out the foods that each mammal is known to eat, before writing 

them in our books- using commas correctly, of course! After that, 

we focused on fronted adverbial phrases. We first identified and 

defined adjectives, verbs and adverbs (so that we knew what each 

one was and how they were linked) before identifying the main 

and subordinate 

clauses in each 

sentence. We finished our lesson by exploring 

and writing examples of complex sentences, 

making sure that we had a balance of non-

fiction information and descriptive detail, as 

well as correct punctuation! By the end of the 

week, we had each written a descriptive 

paragraph that included commas in lists, 

fronted adverbial phrases and a range of 

sentence types (including complex sentences).  

 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have 

continued to build on our knowledge of angles 

and different properties of shapes. In Year 4, 
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we have been learning lots of new vocabulary, 

including perpendicular, parallel lines, isosceles, 

scalene and equilateral. In each of these new words, 

we made links to the etymology of the word and 

identified any root words that we could see. All of 

these words were new to us so we have had to work 

really hard to remember which one is which! To help 

us with this, we have applied this new learning to 

identify these features in different shapes and have 

been stretching our reasoning learning muscle to prove 

or disprove why a shape (or isn’t) as described or 

shown. In Year 5 and 6, we have been getting to grips 

with how to use a protractor. This has required us to really stretch our persevering learning 

muscle and our reasoning learning muscle, making sure that we ‘sense checked’ each answer. 

For example, if we had identified that the angle looked like an acute angle, then a measurement 

of 345 degrees could not possibly be true! We have had lots of success in this and we are 

looking forward to applying our skills further, next week! 

 

In our French learning this week, we have been 

learning more about the names of colours. We really 

impressed Miss Hutton with how much we had 

remembered from last week and we were fascinated 

by the similarities in colour names in French, English 

and German. As part of our learning, we added the 

names of these colours (in French and English) to our 

own French phrase books, before playing Bingo with 

each other! We tested our partners in a number of 

different ways- from saying the English and finding 

the French, to saying the French and finding the 

English! 

We have made so much progress in our French 

learning that we began linking these colours to 

other areas of our French learning, even using the 

word ‘et’ (which means ‘and’) to add more detail to 

our conversations.  
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In our PE learning this week, we have continued to 

prepare for Sports Day. This week, we developed 

our understanding of pace, as we rehearsed our 

long runs. We all made 

sure that we pushed 

ourselves on, even 

when we felt like giving 

up. In Year 6, we have 

developed our roles as 

Sports Leaders, too, by 

practicing how to set up 

and score each activity. We have all really impressed Ric with our 

progress- especially as we have not developed our athletics skills 

since summer 2019- the last time we were able to have a Sports 

Day event. 

 

In Design and Technology, we 

have continued to stretched our 

making links learning muscle, 

by linking our knowledge of 

Tudor diets to the effect of 

sugar on teeth (or, in this case, 

eggs!). We have been making 

observations of the eggs over a 

period of 24 hours, 3 

days and one week and 

found out that the soft drink with the greatest impact on the egg 

was the fresh orange juice, vinegar, coco-cola and the fruit 

smoothie. We talked about making healthy choices for ourselves to 

help us look after our bodies, too.  

 

In our Bright Stars project this week, we have continued to add to 

our timeline and we 

have written to the 

Cumberland News to 

see if they can help us 

hear from people who 

once attended our 

school. We think you’ll 

agree that we have 

quite a lot of historical 

information from our 
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log books and directories, but not much from more recent 

history. So, please get in touch if you came here: we’d 

love to hear about a trip or event that took place, or 

maybe you have some photographs or old workbooks that 

you could share. We’d love to find out more about what it 

was like and how our school has changed!  

 

In the next week or 

so, we will write 

to you to ask you 

for comments 

about the pandemic (and how life in Hallbankgate has 

been impacted) and what your hopes for the future are. 

We will put these in a time capsule at the end of term 

and bury it in our school grounds. We have been 

working out where we think would be a good place to 

bury the time capsule 

would be and have been 

creating scale drawings 

(making links to our maths 

learning), to plan exactly 

where it should go. We 

had used the trundle 

wheels to measure the 

different spaces, before working out an appropriate scale to use.    

 

Gardening Club. 

In our last week of Gardening Club we were finally at a point in the 

wildlife garden where we could plant our wild flower seeds to 

hopefully create a wildflower meadow. We have been working hard 

over the last few weeks to clear the area of weeds and reinstate the 

paths. It is looking brilliant and we can’t wait to watch as the area 

changes and hopefully different flowers grow but also to use the 

area more too! We hope everyone has enjoyed Gardening Club after 

school on a Thursday, don’t forget this week was the last session for 

this academic year. 
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Swimming 

In Class 3 this week, we have had another brilliant week in our swimming lessons! Some of us 

have made so much progress, that we no longer need arms bands or floats when we are 

swimming! We can’t wait for next week! 

 

School Uniform 

If you need to order school uniform for September, a link has been sent out this week through 

the Scholarpack Parent App.  

 

Scbolarpack Parent App 

Finally, a quick reminder for everyone to check your Scholarpack Parent App regularly, and 

make sure you have enabled push notifications.  This means that you will receive an alert on 

the home screen of your phone each time we send you a message.  All communications from 

school come via the Parent App in the first instance, so it is really important that you keep up 

to date with your messages and don’t miss out on key information. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


