
 

Week beginning 14
th

 March 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Lydia, George and Josh N 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 141   Helvellyn 128   Blencathra 116 

 

Class 1 News 

 

What a busy week in Class 

1! We welcomed an exciting 

visitor this week, a PCSO 

who shared information 

with us about her job and 

her role in the community. 

We even got to try on some of the uniform and explore the police van. It was great fun to climb 

into the back and hear the sirens and see the flashing lights! 

 

In our computing learning, we continued to develop our 

understanding of digital writing, specifically focusing on 

the different keys on a keyboard and what their purpose 

was. In Year 1, we copied and pasted an image into a 

word document and then formed a sentence about it. We 

also practised using the space bar, delete key, CAPS lock 

and enter keys when forming our sentence. In Reception, 

we explored the different letters on the keyboard and 

practised writing some words and forming our names. It 

was rather tricky as the letters on the keyboard are capital letters but we 

persevered and used our noticing skills to help us. 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we continued to expand our knowledge 

of plants and trees. We 

focused on the life cycle of a 

plant this week, using videos, 

images and hands on 

exploration to develop our 

understanding. It was great to 

investigate different plants 

outside at different stages in 

their life cycle and we confidently identified bulbs, seeds, buds, flowers and 

shoots that were almost ready to bloom. We then applied our knowledge by 

forming a life cycle diagram to detail the different stages in the life cycle of 

a plant. We drew diagrams and added labels to show each stage in the life cycle. 
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We had a great time visiting the library at 

Hallbankgate Hub again this week in Class 1. We 

really enjoyed looking at the different books and 

it has been really interesting to have the 

opportunity to read books we 

might not usually read. It has 

also been fantastic to see some 

children in Class 1 choosing 

books that they can read 

themselves and other children 

choosing chapter books to enjoy at home. We are really enjoying our regular trips 

to the library and cannot wait for our next visit. 

 

In our history and understanding the world learning this week, we continued 

to expand our knowledge of steam engines, with a particular focus on 

Stephenson’s Rocket. We studied a replica of the rocket, looking in detail at 

the different parts of the engine and what their purposes 

were. We also began to make comparisons between steam 

engines from the past and modern trains. We considered 

how they are powered now and even discussed how they 

could be powered using renewable energy in the future. 

 

In our RE learning this week, we 

learnt about the festival of Holi 

which is celebrated around the world within the 

religion of Hinduism. We watched videos which 

showed how people celebrated and as the festival is 

taking place this week decided to celebrate ourselves 

too! We had a great time throwing powder paint onto 

a piece of paper inspired by the throwing of powder 

paint within the celebrations. It was messy but so 

much fun! 
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In our phonics learning, this week in Year 1 we 

have been learning about different split digraphs 

and have been comparing them to the sounds we 

already know. We are amazing at using split 

digraphs now! In Reception and Nursery, we have 

been recapping our knowledge of vowel digraphs 

and trigraphs and have been forming and reading 

words containing 

our focus sounds. 

In Nursery, we have 

been exploring different mark making opportunities and have been 

developing our gross and fine motor skills. 

 

In our maths learning in Year 1, we have had a focus week based 

around numbers to 50. We have played bingo and snakes and 

ladders and have practised forming our numbers to 50 and 

spotting missing numbers in a number grid. We have also been 

developing our understanding of number placement on a blank 

number line and have been considering where numbers may sit 

using 5 as a starting point in the middle of a number line to 10. In Reception and Nursery, we 

have been exploring number binds above 5 using the comparisons 5 and 1 together make 6, 5 

and 3 together make 8 etc. We have used blocks and counters to support us as well as the 

Numberblocks characters, which we love! We have also been comparing height and length with a 

focus on using the correct mathematical vocabulary and ordering multiple objects accurately. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In RE this week, we have been learning about Maundy 

Thursday. We learnt about the Last Supper and stretched our 

imagining muscles as we thought how Jesus’ disciples felt 

when Jesus washed their feet.  We made links to art 

as we looked at Leonardo da Vinci’s painting of The 

Last Supper.  We stretched our noticing muscles 

trying to figure out which disciple in the painting 

might be Judas. We also stretched our imitating 

muscles as we had a go at creating our own 

representation of the painting. 

 

In computing this week, we have been stretching our planning muscles as 

we planned the structure of a branching database. Worked collaboratively 

to create questions that will enable objects to be uniquely identified. 

 

 

 

In literacy this week, 

we have been boxing 

up our class story. 

Stretching our imitating muscles, we used the 

structure of our class story to begin boxing up our own tale for beating 

the monster.  We had some fabulous ideas and we are very excited to get 

started with our Hot Write! 

 

In PE this week, we have been playing golf. We have been learning and 

practicing our chipping 

skills. We discovered that 

it is much harder than it looks - but great fun! 

 

It has been wonderful to see so many children 

within Class 2 this week experience success with 

their spellings! Hard work and perseverance are 

beginning to pay off for many of us now and it has been wonderful to 

see and share this with our friends and teachers!  A huge thank you to 

you all for your continued parental support and a massive well done to 

all of the children for working so hard – we are incredibly proud of you! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone)  

 

This week in history, we have been learning about 

Stephenson’s Rocket which was a locomotive that was built 

by the engineer George Stephenson. We were fascinated to 

learn that the locomotive was once kept at Tindale (in 1837)  

and purchased by 

James Thompson 

who also bought 

Farlam Hall in 1824. We watched a brilliant 3D video of 

the locomotive and we had a go at drawing it and we 

included lables to show each part of the train. During 

the lesson, we 

learnt all about 

the competition 

that the Rocket 

won and how 

this changed the railways forever. A great topic of 

conversation was why George was nicknamed ‘the 

father of the railways.’ As a class, we are excited to 

learn more about George Stephenson and the old disused 

railway line that is based at the back of the Hub. 

 

We were so lucky to have a 

visit from our local PCSO and 

we learnt about staying safe, 

what the police do to help us to 

stay safe and some tips for 

what we could do in certain 

situations. The best part was 

trying on the police uniform 

and we really enjoyed having a 

look around the police van and we 

could see all of the equipment that 

they use on a day to day basis. 

The visit was inspirational and we 

had lots of great questions along 

the way.  
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During Literacy this week, we have 

been writing our ‘Hot Writes’ based 

on our class text ‘The Battle of 

Bubble and Squeak.’ As we were 

writing our stories we had a feature 

check list that we ticked off as we 

went along. We had to try and 

include the SPAG features on the list 

into our writing and we are so 

pleased with our stories and the 

fact that we were able to include 

most of the features from the list if 

not all of them. As a class, we are 

now able to independently edit our work in purple pen and we can see big improvements with 

our writing.  

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)   

 

As ever, we have had another week of brilliant learning in Class 3. At 

the beginning of the week, we completed our Warm Writes, focusing on 

creating a narrative set in the world of our class text, Cogheart. Using 

the characters of Malkin, Lily, Dr Hartman and Madam Verdigris, we 

stretched our imitating learning muscle to create our own stories, using 

our model text and the actual story as inspiration. We made sure that 

we used all of the toolkits around our classroom to help us, as well as 

the figurative language that we have developed over the last few 

weeks. We were really impressed to hear little snippets of each other’s 

stories, including where we had chosen to embed newspaper articles 

(just like in the actual story), dialogue and a wide range of sentence 

openers to advance the action. After building on sections and areas of development from our 

Warm Writes, we planned and started writing our Hot Writes by the end of the week. We can’t 

wait to finish them next week and edit them using our diamond-ranking success criteria that we 

have recorded on our tablets.  
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To continue to develop our understanding of our class text, and to enhance our 

reading skills, we completed another VIPERS reading comprehension lesson this 

week. This week, we focused on the events of Chapter 6 and what we have 

found out about our main characters so far. We tried to ensure that we explained 

our answers in as much detail as possible, using the acronym PEE, where we 

make a Point, find the Evidence and then Explain the impact or what it means. 

For some of us, we practiced using root words to understand the meaning of new 

words and, for others, we delved a little deeper to read between the lines and 

stretch our inference skills. We are all really enjoying reading this text and have 

had lots of groans when we have had to stop reading! 

 

Class 3 reading is continuing to go from strength to strength! This week, we completed our STAR 

Reader assessments on Accelerated Reader and the amount of progress we have made since the 

beginning of the year is phenomenal. With our visits to the Hub 

library, Non-fiction Friday, book journals, book talk and our new 

book swap, we are really developing a love of reading and reading 

for pleasure. Thank you to all the parental support we have with 

reading in Class 3. 

 

In our maths learning this week, we 

have been learning all about statistics in 

Year 4. Building on from our pre-

learning outdoor maths lessons (where we have been exploring 

different types of graphs and tables), we have been learning how to 

read and interpret tables and pictograms, as well as line graphs. We 

all really enjoyed creating line graphs of the temperature last Friday 

and this really helped us understand how line graphs can be used to show changes over time. 

In Year 5 and 6, we have been stretching our making links learning muscle to understand how 

we can convert different units of measurement. These lessons allowed us to apply our place 

value knowledge, as well as our skills in multiplying and dividing by powers of ten. When 

problem solving, we also had to make links to our knowledge of decimals and fractions, both of 

which we have been learning about this term.  

 

We are also working really hard on our maths passports, 

with lots of us working through our targets and moving 

up to the next passport. Believe it or not, but many of us 

are even asking to be tested on our passport targets,,, at 

break time!   
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In our computing learning this week, we have been stretching our planning 

learning muscle to plan out the videos that we will record next week. 

Building on our knowledge of types of shots and camera angles (that we 

have built up over the last few weeks), we used storyboards to plan our 

very own scripts. In each frame, we had to decide which camera angle 

would be the most effective, as well as the script that we will read. We 

were challenged to make sure that we included 

enough detail in our scripts as these will act 

as a POP task (Proof of Progress task) when 

we record them: working in pairs, we will use 

our partner’s script to film our partner, making 

sure that we film it, exactly as it has been 

planned. This will test our knowledge of filming techniques and 

show just how much we have learned, as well 

as what we can do to improve further when we evaluate our creations. For 

this unit, we will be recording short films based on what we have created for 

our home learning projects, allowing us to make links to our history learning, 

too!  

 

In our music learning, we finished learning the piece of music 

that we began last week, before starting a new piece called, 

‘Mardi Gras Groovin’’. Using minims and whole notes, we 

developed our accuracy and control when ‘rolling’ on each 

note, making sure that we played the note for the right length of time. We also 

had to ensure that we read when each rest was (and long it lasted for) before 

playing the notes in the next bar. We have all really, really enjoyed learning 

how to play the glockenspiels this half term and have made lots of progress.  

 

As part of our French learning, we have 

been learning about different cities in 

France, as well as recapping how we tell 

someone that we live in the town or the 

countryside. We made links to our 

geography learning by using atlases to 

locate these features on a map.  

 

In RE this week, we have been exploring which religions are the most 

and least common in Cumbria. Using Census data from 2011, we made links to our maths 

learning by ordering the religions according to their number of followers, as well as discussing 

the terms ‘no religion’ and ‘other’ and what these terms might mean. After identifying that 

Christianity was the most common religion, we explored how we could have predicted that prior 

to interpreting the data: we stretched our reasoning learning muscle to argue that the number of 
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Christian places of worship, symbols and celebrated festivals would have provided us with these 

clues.   

 

Finally, in PSHE this week, we celebrated ‘World Day of Sleep’ which - this year - was on 

Friday 18
th

 March. This links to our learning about living in the wider world and how we can all 

find it difficult to sleep at times- whether this is because it is too light outside, or because we 

are worried about something. We all came up with different ways of managing our sleep and 

found strategies for relaxing before bedtime. Of course, we reiterated the most important message 

of all: if any of us are worried about anything...talk to a trusted adult! 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we carried on with our 

design and technology projects. We made sure our 

prototypes were fit for purpose then began to work 

out what materials we will use for our final 

sandals. Having made our prototypes out of paper 

and masking tape, we could dismantle them carefully to use as a pattern. 

We had to think carefully about the materials we chose, how we attach 

them together and in what order. Again, we continually assessed our designs against the design 

brief and revised our plans as needed. It was sometimes tricky to remember that making an error 

didn’t mean our designs were bad and wouldn’t work, so we had to remind ourselves that we 

can fix and adapt our prototypes as we go until they fit.  

We were lucky enough on Wednesday to be visited 

by a member of the local police force. Rochelle told 

us all about her job as a Community Support Officer 

and about how we can keep ourselves safe online 

and when playing out with friends. We even got a 

tour round her police van and a sit in the back!  

 

In geography this week, we 

have planned our persuasive brochures to attract tourists to Hallbankgate. 

This required a lot of research into our local area, including what it’s like 

and what things people who visit might like to do. We thought about our 

climate, the physical features around us, as well as human features and 

visitor attractions nearby. Using our tablets, we were able to identify 

transport links and timings between places, as well as places to stay and 

eat in and around the village. We have planned this out, including as much 

detail as possible, ready to be written up into brochures next lesson.  
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Whole School Poem of the Week 

 

We had a fantastic poetry assembly this week with some 

amazing performances by individuals and groups who had 

chosen to learn a poem off by heart. There were some really 

creative performances and everyone really enjoyed watching 

them. Well done to everyone who took part! 

 

Our poem of the week this week is: 

 

In The Tree’s Defence 

By A.F.Harrold 

 

Trees are good at what they do, 

At being oak or beech or yew. 

 

They shake their leaves to make a breeze 

And pop out blossom for the bees. 

 

In crook of branch they’ll hold a nest 

Which, birds concur, is for the best 

 

On rainy days they shield the feller 

Who’s forgot his umbrella 

 

In summer they provide the shade  

For picnickers out in the glade. 

 

Inside their sturdy hearts of wood 

Trees are simply doing good. 
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Recorder Club 

 

What brilliant fun we are having in Recorder Club! This week, we all played and performed 

‘Merrily We Roll Along’, playing the notes B, A and G. We can tell just how much everyone is 

practising at home, too, and it is sounding great! Well done to everyone for working hard to 

apply your learning from your music lessons and to practise outside of school. Well done! 
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Brampton Area Action Group: Golf 
Coaching at Brampton Golf Club - 
BOOKING FORM 
Brampton Golf Club 

Brampton 

Tarn Road 

Cumbria  

CA8 1HN 

 

Monday 4th April 2022 

12 - 3pm 

 

For Ages 7 - 16 years  

 

** This coaching is free for children who are entitled to the Free School Meals funding and lunch will be 

provided. There will be a small charge of £5 per hour for those who are not entitled (with lunch also 

provided)** 

 

Any Questions/queries please ring Brampton Golf Shop on 016977 2000 or email 

philipwaughgolf@gmail.com 

 

Thank you 

 

Booking Link: 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUshA622lD44DOyc9gOQghJfSNhVgREKlK7k8SAk3kNhyeZg/viewform 

 

 

mailto:philipwaughgolf@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUshA622lD44DOyc9gOQghJfSNhVgREKlK7k8SAk3kNhyeZg/viewform

