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Learners of the Week: Amber, Fern and Maci 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  60    Helvellyn  55     Blencathra  49 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week we have continued 

to explore the numbers 1, 2 and 3. We have explored 

subitising dot pattern plates for 1, 2 and 3 ordering 

the plates from largest to smallest and smallest to 

largest and also playing snap. This required us to 

carefully use our noticing skills to accurately identify 

each of the numbers in order to match them or order 

them. We have also enjoyed playing games linked to 

the numbers 1, 2 and 3 which involved us rolling a 

dice and then counting out the number of counters to 

see how quickly we could fill a tens frame. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception we have continued 

to develop our knowledge of digraphs this week, 

learning three new digraphs! We have also been 

developing our fine motor skills and have explored 

creating different marks and patterns in different 

sensory trays and using paintbrushes and water. In 

phonics in Nursery we have been exploring volume and 

adjusting our volume when singing different songs and 

playing different musical instruments. We also sorted 

pictures into groups of loud and quiet and listened to 

the story Peace at Last. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning we have started to 

learn the story of the Three Billy Goats Gruff. We have 

been working on sequencing the story and also created some brilliant story maps this week too!  
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Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)  

 
In our RE and understanding the world learning this week we focused on 

the festival of Holi. We learnt about some of the different traditions and 

reasons why the festival is held and also explored some of the different 

ways people celebrate. We made some great comparisons to other religious 

festivals too. The throwing of powder paint looked like great fun!! 

 

In our PSHE learning this week, in line with anti-bullying week, we 

explored what bullying is and what odd sock day represents. This linked 

really well to the Kidsafe learning we completed last week. In our Kidsafe this learning this week 

we explored how to keep our bodies safe, including our private parts. We reiterated the strategies 

of finding a trusted adult, saying no or walking away if we felt ‘yucky feelings’ which are sad, 

scared or worried feelings.  

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this week we continued to investigate 

different materials and their properties. This week we conducted an experiment to work out if 

materials were transparent or opaque. It was 

interesting comparing the different materials to see 

which category they fitted into and we even 

discovered that some materials were translucent 

meaning some light passed through them but you 

couldn’t fully see through. A key part of the 

investigation involved us making and then testing 

out our predictions but also reflecting on what we 

had found at the end. 

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning we learnt about the 

capital cities in each of the four countries which make up the United 

Kingdom. We looked at images of the different capital cities and located them 

on a map. We made some brilliant links to our previous learning about 

London and some of the different landmarks. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In PE this week, we have completed our final week of 

hockey.  We stretched our collaborating muscles to play 

games of hockey in a team.  It was challenging to put 

everything we have learnt into practice but we 

persevered and managed 

really well! 

 

In RE this week, we 

worked on the theme of 

anti-bullying week and 

we stretched our 

listening muscles as we heard the story of David and Goliath from the Bible.  We then stretched 

our questioning muscles as we spent some time thinking and reflecting on the story and its 

moral. 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been continuing with our work on our class text: The 

Giraffe, The Pelly and Me. We started ‘warm writing’ and developing our ideas, particularly 

focusing on the openings of our stories.  It has been wonderful to see all of the children so 

engrossed and excited to write and develop their own stories.  

 

In our maths learning this, we have been learning 

about 2D and 3D shape in Year 1 and 2 and how 

we recognise them. In Year 3, we have been 

learning about inverse operations and maths 

reasoning problems; identifying the key words in 

the word problem that tell us what sort of 

calculation we need in order to solve it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 
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In Class 2 we are having a real focus on promoting independence! 

We are using the 'Five Bs poster' to remind ourselves that if we are 

struggling we have many things we can try before going to ask an 

adult. As a class we discussed the five bs; brain, board, book, 

buddy and boss. We came up with realistic scenarios and decided 

how we could apply the five bs to the situation. It has been going 

really well so far and we will continue to work really hard on 

becoming more independent.  

 

During our literacy lessons this week, we have been focusing on 

writing openings for stories. We produced a 'warm write' with Mrs 

Keelan and all of the staff members in Class 2 are so pleased with 

the super progress we are making with our writing! We then did a task with Miss Johnstone 

where we mixed up the years and had different children working with each other which was a 

lovely change. In the task, there were different pictures and we had to describe each picture 

using lots of 

adjectives. After that 

we turned our labels 

into paragraphs and 

wrote openers for each 

picture. We had to 

include elements such 

as dialogue, actions or 

a description into our 

openers.  

   

 

 

As part of our phonics learning this week, we have been looking at the sound 'ow, ou' and we 

had to decide where each word went in the chart. For example, we learnt that 'cow' was on the 

'ow' side. We used our super listening skills to hear 

each word and then decide where to put it. For 

each answer we discussed our opinions first and 

gave reasons for our answers before finding out the 

correct answer and 'giving it a tick or fixing it 

quick!' We apply this quick self-assessment of our 

work across other subject areas too as it has made 

us quicker to correct our marvellous mistakes.  
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In maths this week, in Year 3, we been completing some 

Testbase reasoning questions. We persevered really hard to 

explain our answers and solve multi-step word problems. 

In Years 1 and 2 during maths we have been 3D shape 

detectives. We got into small groups and used our noticing 

skills to find out how many faces, edges and vertices each 

shape had. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

This week we went to the Hub to change our reading books and we had the pleasure of Pete 

reading us a story. He read ‘Patrick’ by Quentin Blake and it was a humorous story that we all 

really enjoyed!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been getting to the end 

our calculations units. In Year 4, we have been stretching our 

knowledge of the , 8, 11 and 12 times tables by solving problems, 

working out patterns and coming up with our own conjectures to 

solve. In Year 5, we have been applying our knowledge of number 

by becoming maths problem-solvers for the week. We have 

stretched our reasoning learning muscle to apply our knowledge of multiples, factors, primes, 

squares and cubes (sorting a range of numbers Venn and Carroll diagrams) as well as working 

out what numbers could or could not be from a range of clues. In Year 6, we have been using 

our knowledge of formal written methods for all four operations to solve problems with more 

than one step. Some of these questions were rather tricky and 

we stretched our noticing learning muscle to identify clues in 

the question to help us identify they required operations. By 

the end of the week, we’d also learned how to complete 

calculations with a range of operations, learning about the 

order of operations. All this problem-solving resulted in lots of 

mathematical reasoning and discussion- it’s been brilliant to 

hear!   

In our literacy learning this week, we have been exploring Charlotte’s Web 

a little further through our daily VIPERS questions and our exploration of 

the text in literacy. At the beginning of the week, we used extracts from 

the text to identify how the author had described 

the barn, before applying our knowledge of 

expanded noun phrases and a range of sentence 

types to develop our own settings descriptions. 

We are already enjoying this new book and can’t 

wait to find out what happens next! 
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We have continued to learning about Islam in our RE learning this week, particularly focusing on 

what life is like for British Muslims. Last week, we recapped what we know about Islam already 

and began deep questions about beliefs, commitment and belonging. This week, we stretched our 

empathy learning muscle to reflect on what life might be like for British Muslims and how they 

are led by the 5 pillars of Islam and the teachings from Muhammed. We also discussed how 

people can be ‘stereotyped’ and how important it is that we all learn about 

other people so that we can show empathy, respect and understand towards 

others and their values and beliefs.  

We continued learning about French 

numbers this week, which we have all 

really enjoyed. We have played some 

very competitive games this week, with 

us working in teams to identify and 

‘splat’ the number before our partner as 

well as bingo games where we had to shout ‘house’ in 

French!  

 

In our computing learning, we have completed our learning about staying safe online as part of 

anti-bullying week. At the start of the lesson, we all identified what makes us special and 

unique, before learning more about how we can show respect to others, particularly when 

online. We have been learning about the importance of respecting others, even when we are very 

different from them (for example, physically, in character, personality or backgrounds). We also 

talked about making different choices or having different preferences or beliefs, the practical 

steps we can take in a range of different contexts to improve or support respectful relationships 

and about different types of bullying (including cyberbullying). Finally, we talked about the 

impact of bullying, responsibilities of bystanders (primarily reporting bullying to an adult) and 

how to get help: all of this reinforces our KidSafe learning from earlier in the year.  

As part of anti-bullying week and reflecting on what makes 

us special and unique, we have a brand new wellbeing 

display in our classroom if we ever feel that we need to 

remember just how special and unique we are. We hope to 

add some plants to it soon!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

We’ve had an arty week this week! On Wednesday afternoon, we started to prepare for making 

our architectural models. Using an excellent video 

from the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), 

we learned all the different ways we can shape, 

fold, cut and join paper to create different 3D 

forms. We all experimented with the different 

techniques to create a sample page which we will 

be able to draw from in our next lesson when we 

create our models. We had to persevere as some of 

the techniques were quite fiddly 

and we also had to stretch our 

imaging muscles to work out how different 

techniques worked in practice. Finally, we all had 

a go at creating 

an enclosed 3D 

shape using a 

net. We 

collaborated to 

work out what 

shape we were creating and how to fold and glue the net to 

create the shape – it also quite fiddly but we were really 

pleased when we managed to make our shapes!  

 

On Thursday, we got to think about and do some art again on our class trip to Newcastle. As 

we have been looking at architecture in our lessons, the Quayside in Gateshead is the perfect 

place to see a wide variety of architectural styles and forms. Just standing outside The Baltic art 

gallery (unfortunately in the rain!) we were able to see several different bridge designs, the 

high-tech style of The Sage, modern additions to The Baltic’s 

factory façade and everything in between. Inside The Baltic, we 

really enjoyed the glass lift 

which enabled us to look out 

over the Tyne while whizzing 

skywards! The size and scale 

of The Baltic is incredible and 

there were so many places 
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were the space changed from 

low ceilings to high vaulted 

rooms, some even with glass 

ceilings that made us look up 

and say “Wow!” At first, we 

had an explore of an 

exhibition using different 

mixed and multimedia 

techniques to look at 

environmental themes. It was really interactive, including a space where 

projectors are used to make it feel like you are standing inside the artwork. Then we had a go at 

producing some artwork ourselves. We tried out different sketching techniques to draw the 

bridges that we could see stretching across the Tyne and explored coloured washes to match the 

colours we could see across the Tyne and all the buildings, thinking carefully about what we are 

actually seeing, not just what we think we see.  

 

After The Baltic, we hopped back on the bus for a quick 

ride over to Seven Stories, where we ate a quick lunch 

before winding our way up the seven storeys of the 

amazing building to the very top and into the most magical 

attic any of us had 

ever seen. With 

oversized furniture, 

twinkling lights, 

illustrated back drops and some exciting tables set up for us, 

it was just like we had stepped inside a storybook. Here, our 

workshop leader Rosie, led us on a journey to the Amazon to 

explore the story of Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson. 

As we had just finished the story in class it was a lovely 

opportunity to explore what we knew already and dive deeper into some 

parts of the book. We got to explore a Brazilian market stall to find facts 

about the Amazon and think carefully about how the main character 

Maia might have felt at different points by writing a letter back home, 

imagining we were Maia. We then had a chance to explore all the 

exhibits throughout Seven Stories where we got to find out about the 

different types of story, discover books about magic and see artefacts 

from famous books and authors – including authors’ crossings out and 

edits!  
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Odd Socks Day 

On Monday, we all wore 

odd socks to celebrate our 

uniqueness and diversity! 
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Class 3’s poetry 

will be on 

display at this 

event! 


