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Housepoints total:   Skiddaw  22     Helvellyn  23     Blencathra  21 

 

Welcome back!  

We are so excited to share with you everything we have been learning 

about since we returned to school. Sit back with a cup of tea and enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our Recovery Curriculum, we have used the book ‘Here We Area’ 

as a stimulus for our learning. This story, written by Oliver Jeffers, is a 

guide to living on planet Earth and we have all worked extremely hard to 

create our very own guides to our amazing planet.  

 

We are so proud of how resilient and determined each and every member 

of our school has been and we are so proud of all of our learning! We 

hope you enjoy reading our notes on planet Earth.  
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Class 1 News:  

 

We have had a brilliant time exploring the Here We Are book by Oliver 

Jeffers during our first two weeks back at school. We started by 

investigating our Solar System and sharing our own knowledge of our 

galaxy and planets. Using this knowledge, we created our own Solar 

System using polystyrene balls to represent the 

different planets in orbit around the Sun. Next, we 

explored Planet Earth and learnt about the 

different continents and oceans. We each created 

our own continent picture, showing some of the native wildlife and 

landmarks linked to the continent. After creating our continent diagram, we 

then centred in on Great Britain and Northern Ireland. We learnt different 

facts about each of the countries and their capital cities and compared 

some of the similarities and 

differences between the different 

countries.  

 

Next, we focused on Cumbria and some of the 

brilliant landscapes we are lucky to have so close to 

us. Inspired by the landscapes, we created chalk 

pastel drawings in the style of Monet. We were 

particularly intrigued by the sunsets reflecting on the 

lake which we saw when watching 

a video about Cumbria; we then 

decided to imitate these in our own drawings. Our next focus was 

Hallbankgate and we had a great time exploring the village; looking at aspects 

of human and physical geography around us. It was amazing having the 

chance to explore our local area! 

 

Finally, we focused on our families 

and ourselves: we created some 

great family trees, detailing the different people we 

have in our family by using family photos to 

support our understanding. We also enjoyed 

exploring the human body; learning about the 

different body parts, organs and the human 

skeleton. We created some great chalk drawings 

linked to our skeleton and formed some brilliant 

self-portraits and Picasso inspired portraits- we had to carefully use our noticing and imitating 

skills to create the portraits and the finished drawings look incredible!  
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We also had a fantastic time collecting fruits and vegetables in our 

vegetable garden: we discovered peas, apples, potatoes, carrots and 

beans. We used the apples to make a really 

tasty apple crumble- carefully peeling and 

chopping the apples and measuring out the 

ingredients for our crumble topping- before 

mixing the ingredients together. It was great fun 

and tasty too! As part of our outdoor 

exploration and appreciation of the natural 

world, we spent some time exploring our 

natural environment; building dens, creating wind streamers and making 

mud pies! 

 

 

Class 2 News:  

 

As part of our ‘Here We Are’ project, 

we have been exploring the world 

outside and, in particular, studying nature. We went 

down to the vegetable garden and found different types 

of vegetables growing and we decided to sketch what 

we could see. As part of the lesson, we became leaf 

detectives and found various different types of leaves, 

completing some leaf rubbings, too. We had to stretch 

our noticing muscles to carefully observe the structure of 

each leaf and take our time to add in the finer details 

on our sketches.  
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As part of our equality and diversity learning, we have been researching 

influential people that helped to change the world. We looked into the life of 

Rosa Parks and we discovered why she was so influential 

to others and how we should have respect for everyone, 

regardless of gender, ethnicity, ability and religion. Another 

lady we found out about was Emily Davison and how she 

became so well known for campaigning for women to have 

the right to vote. As a class, we chose either Rosa or Emily 

to sketch and then we painted the pictures, making sure that 

we took our time to add in lots of detail. We had to be very resilient when 

sketching and painting (it was tricky to paint accurately and within the lines!) 

and use our noticing muscles to recreate each picture.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

In Class 3, we have had an excellent start to the new school year! We have all settled in 

extremely well and we have strengthened our friendships in our class; making new friends 

and catching up with old ones. At break times, we have been playing games as a class and 

we have all really enjoyed having Mrs Arnold back, too! 

 

Making links between our PE and Science learning, we have been 

investigating what happens to our heart rates, before, during and after 

exercise. We created data tables and line graphs to show exactly what our 

heart rate did, explaining how our heart rates changed and why. In PE, 

we have started learning about fundamental ball skills; learning how to 

effectively attack and defend, as well as completing a baseline fitness 

exercise that we will hopefully improve on by half term. Ric and Miss 

Hutton were extremely impressed by our progress in PE - even after just 4 

lessons- and we are looking forward to applying our new skills. We have 

also started our Active Mile challenge and will be aiming to run a mile, 

each Monday and Tuesday lunchtime. It was quite warm when we tried it out for the first 

time on Tuesday, so we are looking forward to seeing if the cooler weather next week helps! 

 

Exploring what is meant by equality, diversity and fairness, we explored people and cultures 

around the world and celebrated how we are all different. We used these ideas to create a 

class charter and focused on helping each other, showing respect and 

being the best that we can be. We also re-capped our understanding 

of continents and oceans; creating water colour maps of the world 

and water colour maps and famous landmarks of the United 

Kingdom. We then focused in on the 

landscapes around Hallbankgate, creating 

detailed sketches and writing Haiku poems 

about the local area.  

 

Reflecting on our experiences of lockdown, 

we worked together to create a list of 

positive and negative events that were 

experienced all around the world- this included everything from 

spending more time with our families and friends, to the waste and pollution created by all of 

the disposable masks being used. To further explore some of the positive effects of lockdown, 

we used graphs and charts to interpret what happened to pollution in the UK and around the 

world, concluding that the environment was positively impacted by less travel and transport 

around the world. We used all of these arguments to write a discussion text and we enjoyed 

sharing our own personal opinions in the final paragraphs.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

In Class 3, we have been exploring who we are and what it means to be a 

human living on Earth today. We started off our project by reflecting on our 

feelings and painting a self-portrait. We talked a lot about how it felt to 

come back to school after so long away and we wrote a diary entry to record our thinking. We 

were fascinated and excited to think that we are actually making history and we liked the idea 

that, in 100 years, children may be reading our diary entries to 

find out what it was like returning to school amid 

the Coronavirus pandemic 2020!  

 

Next, we started to explore our locality, noticing 

the human and physical features that make up 

our local environment and spotting links between them. We 

investigated maps, working out what map symbols meant on an 

OS map and working out the direction of different locations from 

school using the eight points of a compass. Using this knowledge, 

we then completed a local field study around 

Hallbankgate to observe the local features, how 

they relate to one another and how they may 

have changed over time. We saw the old railway line and noticed how the 

houses and buildings had been built on flatter land, where the hillier land 

remained farmland. Following this, we carried out a short transport survey, 

investigating how much and what kind of traffic passes through 

Hallbankgate.  

 

In week two of our ‘Here we Are’ project, we started to look at the wider 

world and beyond to our position in the Solar System. We 

looked at how the Earth rotates on its axis giving us day 

and night and how time zones across the world mean 

everyone has their awake time when it is light, and sleep 

time when it is dark. We talked about how the position of 

the sun changes through the day by measuring the length and direction of 

our shadows (although we’re still waiting for a sunny day to complete this 

activity!). We also used a live online map to track day and night around the 

world and used our observations and knowledge of time zones to solve 

problems. We also observed how the Earth’s axis is tilted causing different 

parts of the world to have longer and shorter days which change through the 

year. In Year 5 and 6, we worked really hard to compare data from three different locations 

and make links to infer where the places could be in the world, finishing off our learning by 

displaying the data on amazing line graphs!  
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We also took a closer look at our bodies by exploring our internal organs, identifying the organs 

and processes involved in our digestive and circulatory systems- this made links to our 

learning before lockdown.  

 

School Learning Council and Sports Council Elections 

 

On Tuesday 15
th

 of September, it was the International Day of 

Democracy. Each class celebrated this day by going 

to the polling stations to vote for our School Learning 

Council representatives! In Class 3, we celebrated 

how unique we are and the different strengths that 

we have by writing manifestos about the skills we 

possess and what we would do if were elected. We read 

these out to each other before casting our votes! In a 

slightly more technical election than is traditional, we 

used an electronic voting system (that was thoroughly 

leaned between each vote!) to choose who we thought would make 

excellent decisions for our school and be excellent role models.  

 

We also voted for our class representatives for our new 

Sports Learning Council. We are all very excited about 

this new Council and we are looking forward to 

promoting healthy lifestyles and sport in our school!   

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to announce the two new Learning Council results... 
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School Learning Council   

  

 

Niamh, Emily, Lewis, Elliott, Willow, Freddy, James, Ruby, Will, Louisa, Evie, Ellen, Alicia, 

Ashley. 

 

Sports Learning Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jemima, Lockie, George, Jenson, Thomas, Evangeline, Amos, Chloe R, Zach, Amber, Callum, 

Jasmine, Eva, Evan. 

 

 

We are looking forward to beginning our new curriculum and we can’t wait to share our 

learning with you! 


