
 

Week Commencing 14
th

 September and 21st 

September 2026 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 14
th

 September: Billy and Arietta 

      w/c 21
st

 September: Bay and Eugene 

           

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 2     Helvellyn 2   Blencathra 1 

 

 

Early Years 

We have had another busy and exciting couple week in Early Years! 

In phonics, we have been exploring body percussion, using different parts 

of our bodies to make sounds. We clicked our 

fingers, stamped our feet and clapped our hands. 

In Reception, we have been learning our new 

sounds: i, m, n and d. 

In Talk for Writing, we had a very exciting visitor! 

An owl had built a classroom nest for us and left 

behind a special story. We climbed into the nest 

and listened carefully to the story together. To help 

us become fantastic storytellers, we have now 

started creating our own class story map, using pictures and actions to help us remember and 

retell the story. 

In maths, we have been focusing on confidently reciting numbers 1-5 and developing our 

subitising skills - recognising how many objects we can see without needing to count them 

individually. 

During our afternoons, we have 

started learning all about People Who 

Help Us. We explored a mystery bag 

filled with different objects and 

pictures and used our thinking skills 

to work out which helpful person they 

might belong to. We then learned about firefighters and the important 
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ways they help to keep us safe. We even became firefighters 

ourselves and had great fun putting out our own pretend fires! 

Our home corner has also been transformed into a veterinary 

surgery! We have loved becoming vets and caring for injured 

animals. We even 

investigated different X-

rays, looking carefully at 

their shapes and features to 

work out which animals 

they might belong to.  

What a fantastic week of exploring, investigating, 

storytelling and learning through play! 

Class 2 

We have had another busy few weeks of learning in Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3! 

In maths, we have continued to build our knowledge of place 

value. We have been completing number lines and working out the 

intervals between numbers, using our subtraction and division 

skills to help us. We have also been 

using part-whole models to help us 

write numbers in words. We have 

been using our thinking skills to help 

us solve problems through using our 

classroom and working wall.  

 

In phonics, we have started learning about our ‘choose to use’ 

sounds, exploring alternative ways of spelling the same sound and 

investigating whether there are any spelling rules that can help us choose the correct grapheme. 

We have also been recapping our tricky words, identifying the 

tricky parts and practising reading and writing them 

accurately. 

 

In literacy, we have been learning about the five parts of a 

story and how each part helps to build a complete story. We 

have explored the opening, build-up, problem, resolution and 

ending, thinking about the important job each section has 

when we are planning and writing our own stories.  
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We have really enjoyed finding out more about 

France and French culture in Class 2! Not only 

have we recapped and built on our French 

greetings, but we also discovered where France is 

on the map and learned more about what life is 

like there. Most excitingly, we got to taste lots of 

French food!  We tried baguettes, brie, garlic 

sausage, croissants, crepes and fromage frais. It 

was certainly a delicious lesson! As well as 

enjoying trying new foods, this helped us to explore 

the ways in which everyday 

life in France can be both similar 

to and different from our own, 

making our French learning even 

more meaningful. We have also 

been writing out our French 

greetings! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In music, we have been developing our 

rhythm skills by learning how to keep a 

steady beat on the glockenspiel and 

djembe. We listened carefully, practised 

maintaining a consistent tempo and worked 

together to perform different rhythmic 

patterns. We showed great concentration and 

teamwork as we explored how percussion 

instruments can be used to create and 

support music. We have also been listening 

to and appraising different genres of music- from country to classical 

pieces. We watched videos of a classical orchestra and identified the 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

instrument by sound and what we could see. We then applied our learning 

of tempo, to use our bodies to play different rhythms- trying to not get 

confused with each of the different parts!  

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 3, we have been working hard to develop our understanding of spelling patterns. We 

have been learning more about words where the ‘y’ spelling makes an ‘i’ sound, such as in gym, 

mystery and crystal, before moving on to words where we hear an ‘u’ sound but use the ‘ou’ 

spelling, such as in young and touch. We have all enjoyed practising these spellings in school 

and have been making a real effort to present our letters and handwriting carefully as we work. 

We have also enjoyed a variety of different spelling activities, from word searches and puzzles 

to code-breaking challenges, giving us lots of opportunities to apply the spelling rules we have 

been learning. It has been fantastic to see everyone working hard, checking their spellings and 

becoming increasingly confident in applying these patterns!  

 

Class 3 

 

In Year 4, we have been working hard 

to develop our spelling knowledge and 

vocabulary, too. We have been 

learning about the ‘-ssion’ spelling 

pattern, as well as working through a 

range of common exception words. We 

have particularly enjoyed exploring 

words where adding an ‘e’ at the end 

can change both the pronunciation and meaning, such as breath and breathe. Alongside our 

spelling work, we have been learning the meanings of new and unfamiliar words and exploring 

synonyms and antonyms to help us develop our vocabulary and understand how words can be 

connected. We have enjoyed lots of varied opportunities to practise, from word searches and 

puzzles to code-breaking challenges and other spelling activities, all helping us to apply our 

learning in different ways. In Year 5, we have been learning the ‘-cious’ and ‘-tious’ patterns 

and , in Year 6, we have been learning about the suffix ‘-ant’ and words that have an ‘ee’ sound 

but ‘e’ spelling.  
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We have continued our KidSafe learning in our PSHE 

lessons, exploring some really important ways we can 

keep ourselves safe. We have been learning about the 

importance of age ratings on games, films and social 

media, thinking carefully about why these ratings are 

in place and how they help to protect children from 

content or experiences that may not be suitable for 

their age. We also recapped our learning about trusted 

adults and ‘yukky feelings’, reminding ourselves about 

who we can talk to if something doesn’t feel right. We 

have also been learning more about bullying and trust, 

thinking about what bullying is, how it can affect 

people and the importance of speaking up and seeking 

help. It has been fantastic to see the children engaging 

thoughtfully with these important discussions and 

developing their confidence in knowing how to keep 

themselves and others safe.  

 

In RE, we have been exploring what faith means to Christians by investigating Gospel stories 

and thinking carefully about what Jesus taught his followers about having faith and trusting 

God. We explored the story of Walking on Water (Matthew 14:22-34) and discussed what this 

might teach Christians about faith, trust and responding to difficult 

situations. Next week, we’ll explore more stories and make links to the 

Islamic teachings about tawakkul – the idea of trusting and relying on Allah 

while also taking responsible action ourselves. This will help us to further 

explore how different faiths understand and trust in their God, while 

recognising that believers may express and put their faith into action in 

different ways.  

In maths, we have been working hard to develop our 

understanding of number and place value. We have 

explored how the value of a digit changes depending on 

its position within a number and have used our 

knowledge to compare, order and represent numbers 

accurately. We have also been learning about Roman 

numerals and enjoyed recognising and reading numbers 

written in this ancient system. Also, in Year 6,  we 

have investigated prime numbers, identifying numbers 

that have exactly two factors, and explored square and cubed numbers. We 
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have all shown great enthusiasm and resilience as we tackled a range of 

challenges, strengthening our mathematical reasoning and problem-solving 

skills.    

In Class 3, we have been using a wishing tale model text as inspiration for 

our own writing. We have explored the key 

features of this type of story and carefully 

analysed how the author creates interesting 

characters, settings and events. Using the model 

text as a guide, we have worked hard to write our 

own paragraphs, focusing on using ambitious 

vocabulary, expanded noun phrases and 

varied sentence structures. To help us in this, 

we have been working on shared and guided 

writing this week, pulling together all that we 

have learned so far. We then stretched this 

learning further, by independently applying 

these skills, paragraph by paragraph.  

We have shown great creativity as 

we developed our ideas and applied 

the writing techniques we have been 

practising in class. We are very 

proud of everyone’s enthusiasm and 

the progress we are making as 

confident young writers.  

Just like Class 2, we too have been tasting French 

food to help us learn and recap the names of 

French food types. We sampled brie, garlic 

sausage, baguettes, croissants, fromage frais and 

crêpes. Brie was the least popular choice, while the 

garlic sausage and baguettes were enjoyed by most 

of us. The clear favourites were the croissants, 

fromage frais and crêpes, which were enjoyed by 

everyone! It was a fun and 

tasty way to practise our 

French vocabulary.  
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Carlisle Magistrates Court Visit 

We were delighted to welcome representatives from Carlisle Magistrates Court to 

school for an engaging and informative visit. We took part in a mock trial 

based on a cyber bullying case, giving us the 

opportunity to experience how the justice system 

works and the important role magistrates play in 

making fair decisions, as well as apply our 

PSHE/comp[uting learning about being safe online and 

showing respect.  

 

We confidently took on a variety of roles, including 

witnesses, lawyers and magistrates, carefully 

considering the evidence before reaching a verdict. The session encouraged 

thoughtful discussion about online behaviour, responsibility and the impact that cyber bullying can 

have on others. It was a valuable learning experience that helped deepen our understanding of both 

the law and staying safe and respectful online.  

 

.  
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Sports Leaders 

It has been wonderful to see our Sports Leaders putting their 

training into action! Following their training a couple of weeks 

ago, around eight of our pupils decided to take the lead and 

organise some action-packed games and activities for children 

from across the whole 

school. 

The children set up and 

ran a range of games, 

including the ever-popular 

Farmer, Farmer, showing fantastic enthusiasm, confidence 

and leadership as they encouraged everyone to get 

involved. It has been 

brilliant to see them 

take responsibility, put 

their new skills into practice and create opportunities for 

everyone to be active and have fun together. 

These action-packed photos really do show just how much 

fun everyone had! A huge well done to our Sports Leaders – 

we are looking forward to seeing 

what you organise next! 

   

 

Harvest 

On Friday, we celebrated our Harvest Festival at Farlam Church with our 

families, and it was wonderful to come together as a school community in 

such a special setting. Thank you to everyone for your incredibly 

generous donations, which will help to support those in our local 

community. We performed the story of The Enormous 

Turnip, sang a selection of Harvest hymns and songs, 

and shared readings and prayers. The Reverend was 

particularly impressed 

by our thoughtful 

prayers and the 

meaningful Harvest 

messages shared by 

the children. It was a 

lovely celebration and 

a wonderful way to give thanks for the food, community 

and blessings we enjoy. 
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Pupil Parliament  

We were delighted to 

announce our new Pupil 

Parliament this week, 

following the counting of all 

the votes cast in last week’s 

election! We are incredibly 

proud of all the children 

who put themselves forward and shared their ideas, and we 

are looking forward to seeing our new Members of Pupil 

Parliament (MPPs) take on their roles. 

 

Each MPP will work closely with the teachers and the rest of 

the school community to listen to children’s ideas and help to 

make our school an even better place to learn and grow. We 

are already seeing this in action! Our School and Learning 

Members of Pupil 

Parliament have 

responded to a suggestion 

from their fellow pupils 

by setting up a lunchtime 

reading club.  

The MPPs surveyed children across the school to find out 

who would like to take part and, importantly, which types 

of books and genres 

they would most like to read. Having gathered their 

findings, they announced the new club in assembly and 

explained that there will be a vote each week to decide 

what to read, based on a small selection of the most 

popular genres. 

What a fantastic 

example of our 

children putting 

their democracy 

learning into action – listening to others, gathering 

opinions, making decisions and ensuring that everyone 

has a voice!  
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Community Musical Heritage Project 

We were very lucky to be joined by Gareth and Bronnie on 

Tuesday, who helped us bring our history learning to life 

through music as children from across the school worked 

together to prepare lyrics for our Torchlight Procession 

song. We will be performing the finished song in the 

village hall following the procession on Friday 13th 

November. 

 

To create our lyrics, we delved into historical sources 

about the mining history of our village, alongside fascinating anecdotes gathered from members 

of our local community. We carefully selected the 

people, places, stories and events that we felt 

were most important in helping to tell the story 

of our mining heritage. We wanted to capture 

the uniqueness of an industry that was such a 

significant part of life in our village until the 

1970s, as well as exploring how closely our 

own school is intertwined with this history. It 

was particularly fascinating to use the school 

log books and discover just how many children 

left our school to head down into the pits. The 

children have really enjoyed uncovering these 

connections between our school, our community 

and the people who came before us, and we are looking forward to sharing what we have 

created at the Torchlight Procession!  
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Achievements 

We are absolutely thrilled to share some very exciting news! Our ‘A Song for Edmondson’ project 

has received national recognition, winning the Railway 200 Event of the Year at the prestigious 

National Rail Awards – an event often described as the Railway Oscars!  

 

The award ceremony was attended by over 1,000 people and, 

as the award was presented, a video of our children 

performing at Lanercost Priory was played to the audience. 

We couldn’t be prouder to see our pupils’ creativity, 

enthusiasm and hard work celebrated on such a huge stage. 

The judges praised the project for its originality and its strong 

community focus, particularly its ability to engage people 

who might not traditionally connect with the railway 

industry. What began as a local project celebrating the history 

of our railway and Thomas Edmondson has become something that has reached far beyond our 

own community. 

A huge thank you to Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership, CrossCountry Trains and Northern 

Trains for giving our children such an amazing opportunity, and to everyone who supported the 

project along the way. 

Most importantly, we are incredibly proud of our children. They 

showed exactly what can happen when we work together, share our 

talents and have the confidence to aim high. Their performance has 

left a wonderful legacy for our school, our community and our local 

railway.  

What an achievement - and what a special memory for our children to 

be part of!  

We were also delighted to celebrate this fantastic achievement with 

Gareth and Bronnie when they visited school on Tuesday. It was 

wonderful to share the excitement with them and to reflect on what an 

incredible journey the project has been- and 

we all enjoyed a celebratory chocolate cake!  
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We were delighted to welcome the Cumbria in Bloom judges into school on Tuesday, when they 

came to share the results of this year’s competition with us. 

We are incredibly proud to have received another Gold Award! This is our fourth consecutive 

Gold, which is a fantastic achievement and a real reflection of the hard work and enthusiasm of 

our whole school community. 

 

Following last year’s success, when we were thrilled to receive the Curriculum Enhancement 

Trophy, we were particularly excited to see how we had got on this year. Unfortunately, the 

Curriculum Enhancement Award cannot be won by the same school two years running, but we 

were delighted to build on last year’s success and achieve another Gold. 

A huge thank you to everyone who helps to make our school grounds so special – from our 

children and staff to our families and wider community. Our gardens are a wonderful way for 

us to learn, work together and take pride in our school and the environment around us.  

Four Gold Awards in a row - what an achievement! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

 


