
 

  Week beginning 14
th

 October and 21st October 2024 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  w/c 14
th

 October: Seb, Alex R, Arthur, Zoe 

  w/c 21
st

 October: Evangeline, Joseph, Callum 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 31     Helvellyn 23   Blencathra 26  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

What a lovely first half term! We have enjoyed learning and building 

our skills and knowledge and have carried out fieldwork studies, become 

scientists and honed our skills as landscape artists.  

 

In our phonics learning in Reception, we have been learning the sounds 

h, b, f and l and the digraphs ll, ff and ss. We were excited to learn 

these and have been applying our knowledge of the new sounds and 

digraphs during our Write with Ron lessons. We have been using our new knowledge to help 

Miss Moscrop sound out different cvc words too, such as log, hop, bed, bell, mess and huff. We 

have to think of the beginning, middle and end sound when spelling and practised spelling 

words such as hat and bat as well! 

 

In our phonics in Nursery, we have been playing different sound games 

such as Sound Lotto games and Odd One Out. Using nursery rhyme 

cards, we created actions and sang different songs and nursery rhymes. 

We also built a farmyard in our construction area and took turns 

describing and making the animals sound. 

 

In our maths learning in Reception, we have been 

super subitisers, subitising amounts from 1-4. We 

have been ordering the numbers 1-5 and matching 

quantity cards to the correct numeral, too. We also 

took our learning outside and went on a number hunt. Miss Moscrop told 

us that she wanted us to collect 1, 2 or 3 objects, and we collected pans, 

sticks and leaves to match each amount. After, we played snakes and 

ladders using a 1-3-sided dice. 

 

In Nursery, we have been continuing our careful counting, practising counting out loud up to 10 

and down from 5. We then built on our skills, counting actions in different nursery rhymes.  
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In our Talk for Writing learning, the gingerbread man left the Three Billy Goats Gruff a letter and 

a map. The letter included instructions on how to avoid a troll. We followed the instructions on 

the map to work out how the Billy Goats could avoid the terrible troll. We have continued our 

learning, creating our own story maps to show a set of instructions. 

 

Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

 

In PE we have been working on our ball control using a hockey stick. 

We had to dribble the ball using the hockey stick and, to practise, we 

used cones to dribble around and turn. 

 

In our science learning we having been 

grouping materials by whether or not they can be described as being 

transparent, translucent or opaque. To finish our science learning for the 

term, we looked into materials that absorb liquid, too. Using sponges, we 

tested what happens to a material when water 

is absorbed. To gather data like real scientists, 

we weighed the sponges before and after and 

found that the material gets heavier when water 

is absorbed. 

 

In PSHE, we have been learning about germs and how they are 

easily spread. We used glitter as the germs, rubbing it into our hand 

and spending 5 minutes in our provision. After the 5 minutes, we 

became germ busters: we looked around the classroom and found 

that the glitter had been left everywhere! We discussed how we can 

stop germs from spreading easily and that washing our hands 

would help. We learnt how to wash our 

hands correctly and we all practised this 

and washed away the glittery germs.  

 

In geography, we have been learning about 

the different compass points, using the rhyme 

Naughty Elephants Squirt Water, so that we could 

remember North, East, South and West. After, we 

used our new knowledge to follow instructions on a 

treasure map. We even had to leave our own 

instruction to find the buried treasure! 

 

In computing this week, we have been recapping using the mouse and 

keyboard. Using the Paintz app, we put our new skills to the test. We used the mouse to draw a 
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self-portrait and, using the keyboard, we typed up a brief description about where we live and 

go to school. 

 

In art, we have been taking our time to paint our 

landscapes inspired by John Constable. We used 

watercolours to create different tones, white tint to 

show the sun reflecting in 

the water and our colour 

mixing knowledge to 

create various colours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News: Years 1, 2 and 3 

In our maths learning over the last couple of weeks, we have been 

continuing to apply our knowledge and understanding of place 

value by solving addition and subtraction calculations. In Year 1, 

we have been learning all about the symbols and vocabulary 

associated with adding and subtracting and have used counters, 

tens frames, part-whole models, bar models, number-lines and 

pictorial representations to help us solve a range of calculations. 

We’ve even been creating factor families to extend and stretch our 

thinking. In Year 2 and Year 3, we have been using our knowledge 

of place value and known number 

facts (e.g. number bonds to ten) to 

learn how to efficiently add 2digit 

and 1 digit up to 3digit and 3digit 

numbers. When calculating, we used our knowledge of partitioning 

numbers to ‘bridge through ten’ or ‘cross the tens boundary’ so that 

our calculations were more efficient. For example, when finding the 

answer to 88+6, we’d first add a jump of 2 and then a jump of 4 

so that we landed on 90, followed by our final answer of 94. This 

was quite challenging as we had more than one thing to do but we 

soon got the hang of it. We’ve also been working on our targets in 

our Maths Passports and have practised our times tables when 

lining up for breaktime or lunchtime!  
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What a brilliant couple of weeks we’ve had in literacy and we 

are now officially story-writers, having written our first stories 

of the year! Over the course of the last couple of weeks, we have 

planned and written our version of our class text (Dogger, by 

Shirley Hughes), making sure that we include accurate 

punctuation, character description and 

a range of ‘show not tell’ features to 

make our writing interesting and 

engaging for the reader. We’ve also 

been reflecting on just how much 

progress we have made since 

September; looking back at the first 

things we wrote and comparing them 

to our latest stories. We were amazed 

and so proud of what we’ve achieved in such a short amount of time! 

After finishing and editing our stories, we enjoyed sharing our 

favourite extracts whilst sat on the Story-teller’s Stool and wearing the 

Story-teller’s Cape!   

 

In our phonics and spellings, we 

have continued to extend our 

fluency and confidence when 

reading and writing words with 

adjacent consonants, including 

polysyllabic words too! Using 

different pictures as a stimulus for 

writing, we have been creating our 

own sentences; making sure that 

we write our adjacent consonants carefully. Some of the words we 

have been writing have included split, scraps, windmill, drifting, 

crunching and floating. We’ve also enjoyed working with Nonsense 

Nan to read and identify nonsense words, based on the sounds we 

have been learning. In Year 

2, we have continued to 

focus on learning alternative 

spellings for the sounds that 

we know. Some of the ones 

we have focused on include 

the ‘er’ sound, found in 

words like worm, curl, girl 

or serpent, and the j/dge 

spelling for words like 
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jumper, jacket, bridge, judge and hedgehog. Finally, in Year 3, we have been learning to spell 

words with the ‘ch’ spelling but the ‘k’ sound. Words for this spelling rule include architect, 

mechanic, orchid and orchestra. What a lot of tricky spellings!  

 

Finally, in our daily guided reading lessons, we have moved on to reading and interpreting non-

fiction texts all about autumn. Over the last couple of weeks, we have built on our non-fiction 

literacy learning from the beginning of the year to use headings, subheadings, captions, labels 

and diagrams to find out about the changing seasons and find and retrieve answers and 

information. We are looking forward to starting our new book after the half-term holidays! 
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Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

We've had a wonderful couple of weeks of learning in Class 3! We've continued to enjoy our class 

text Sky Hawk and have been working hard on our reading comprehension using extracts from 

it. We've been pushing ourselves to include more examples from the text to back up our answers 

and add to or change our answers after discussion with each other.  

 

In literacy we've been learning some of the techniques authors use to show character. We've 

practised using precise adjectives and powerful verbs as well as different sentence structures to 

add in detail about our characters and show their feelings. We've also learned how to use 

dialogue to show character and/or advance the action in a story and have mastered the tricky 

skill of punctuating it correctly. Our narrative unit finished this week with our Hot Writes. In 

these, we wrote our own versions of a losing tale based on the model text. We loved writing our 

stories and worked really hard to apply what we'd learned to show character.  

 

In maths we've all taken on tricky challenges over the past fortnight. In Year 4, we've been 

working on subtraction of 4 digit numbers. We've worked really hard to grow confidence in 

different methods for subtraction, including remembering when to make exchanges. In Year 5, 

we've moved on to a new unit on multiplication and division. We've enjoyed learning more about 

prime, square and cube numbers over the past few days. In Year 6, we've been continuing to 

persevere through the four operations and have had some brilliant success with solving multistep 

problems and reasoning.  

 

We've all been reading a lot over the past few weeks and lots of lovely conversations about books 

and reading have cropped up. Mrs Arnold has modelled for us how we can use our reading 

journals to explore and record our reading and has challenged herself and us to make at least 

one recording about a book over the half term holidays - she can't wait to see what we do!  

 

Afternoons in Key Stage 2  

 

In French we’ve finished our topic on what we’re wearing and we did a POP task to show what 

we can remember. We’ve now moved on to a topic on leisure activities: this week, we learned 

how to say a range of hobbies.  

 

We’ve moved out of the Stone Age and into the Bronze age in history. This week, we’ve learned 

all about how metal making emerged in Britain and how this compared to making and using 

stone tools. We watched how bronze would have been made and discussed the changes this 

technology would have brought to communities at the time. Finally, we explored the burial of the 

Amesbury Archer - a Bronze Age man found near Stonehenge. We looked at the artefacts he was 

buried with and noticed how some would have come from other places such as Northern Europe. 
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This told us that people would have moved about and traded with each other across large 

distances. It also meant that boats must have been invented as we know that Britain was an 

island by the Bronze Age due to the flooding of Doggerland during the Stone 

Age.  

 

We’ve created two brilliant artworks over the past 

fortnight in our art lessons. Last week, we finished our 

pointillism paintings of Blackpool Tower and, this week, 

we experimented with a different way of mark making 

- using card and printing ink to create architectural 

drawing style cityscapes. 

 

We had a lovely treat last week with a trip to 

Haltwhistle on the train- we were so excited! 

When we arrived in Haltwhistle, we were 

treated to an action-packed morning, singing, 

roll playing with Edmondson’s ticket machine, 

exploring Haltwhistle and learning about 

transport through the ages. It was really 

exciting to work with Gareth and Bronwen 

again, especially as we started learning the 

song we’ve been helping them write about 

Edmondson.  

 

We had some excellent feedback from our visit, 

too. The train conductor had recorded that he had 

“…just had the children on my 0837 from 

Brampton. Behaviour exemplary and really well 

mannered” and the former headteacher from 

Lanercost (who helped with the visit) emailed to say, “the children were a 

delight to be with. They were engaged, showed curiosity through the 

questions they asked and were extremely well behaved. A 

credit to the school. At the library it was lovely to see their 

enthusiasm for reading, everyone was totally 

immersed in the books they had chosen. It was 

obvious that reading is a big part of 

school.” Well done Key Stage 2! 
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In science we’ve started a new topic on rocks. 

We’ve learned about the rock cycle and how 

rocks are formed and how the different ways 

they form gives them different properties. This 

week, we worked in groups to compare and 

group different types of rock by the 

observable properties - including testing 

their hardness and permeability.  

 

 

On Monday, we were lucky enough to be 

joined by two Magistrates from Carlisle 

Magistrates Court. During the course of the afternoon, we took part 

in a mock trial, where the accused was later 

found guilty of sending unkind messages and 

online bullying. We all had a role to play - 

whether we were a Magistrate, part of the 

defence team or just simply observing the court and making our own decision 

based on the evidence presented - before we found out more about the legal 

system in the United Kingdom. 
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In our PSHE learning last week, we took 

part in National Recycling Week, where we 

found out about what can or cannot be 

recycled. We thought about the impact that 

not recycling materials can have on the 

planet and the small changes that we 

could make in our own lives. As an 

extra-curricular challenge, some of use 

made recycling posters to spread the word 

and we each received a special 

Headteacher’s Award for being an active 

citizen.  

STEM Club 

What an amazing time we’ve had at STEM Club. This week, we thought about aerodynamics and 

forces as we made (and flew) a range of different paper planes! We had so much fun!  
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Bio-blitz Exhibition 

Our Bio-blitz artwork is now on display in RSPB Geltsdale until the end of November. Why not 

have a walk up and see it? 
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Have a lovely half-term holiday, everyone! 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone back in school on 

Monday 4
th

 November. 

 

Well done for a fantastic half term of learning! 
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