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w/c 29th March 2019 

 

This week has been assessment week! We have all shown great 

resilience and determination in completing our assessments, with 

some of us being really disappointed that we 

had finished them all! 

 

Last week in Early Years we were learning about Holi festival 

which is celebrated by Hindus around the world. We looked at 

pictures of people celebrating and watched videos of the colourful 

powder paint being thrown as part of the 

celebration. It looked like great fun! We 

decided to celebrate Holi festival in our 

own way, throwing powder paint onto a 

large piece of paper to create a 

collaborative art piece. The finished 

artwork looked brilliant and is so vibrant 

and colourful!  

 

We have also been learning about the upcoming festival of Easter 

in Christianity and have been discovering some of the ways in 

which Easter is celebrated. We discussed why Easter is celebrated 

and is such an important time for Christians around the world.  
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In Reception we have been 

extending our number 

knowledge up to 20! We 

have been using our 

noticing skills to recognise 

patterns linked to our 

numbers and have also been practising forming our numbers using our number 

formation rhymes and imitating skills to support us.  

 

We also had a brilliant time mixing potions last week! We followed a recipe segmenting 

each letter in the words to read each clue in order to find out what we needed to do, 

adding different ingredients with every step. We also used our collaborating skills to 

work together to create our potions. It was really fun and a great way to develop our 

mathematical and phonetical knowledge.  

 

It’s been that time of term again when Year 1 and 2 have been doing their termly 

assessments. Although tests can be a bit scary, everyone has worked really hard to try 

their best. In year 2, we have had a look at some example SAT papers in preparation 

for the May exams. Year 1 have been demonstrating their phonics awareness and 

progression by sounding out and writing a variety of new sounds and words. Well 

done everyone for such a super effort! Class 1 have also had some time to decorate their 

handmade clay tea-light holders to give out for Mother’s day.  

 

In Year 5 and 6, we have been hooked on our literacy book, The Wolves of Willoughby 

Chase. We have followed the adventures of Bonnie and Sylvia throughout the course of 

this term and have explored the subtleties in the text: from the juxtaposing characters, 

to the ongoing metaphor of the wolves and what they actually represent. We were lucky 

enough to enjoy the final pages outside in the sunshine, and begged Miss Hutton to 

keep reading, despite the fact that it was home time! We are really looking forward to 

our new text in the Summer term. 

 

We are all really enjoying using Accelerated Reader in Class 2, too. This term has 

proven to be the best yet: with so many children exceeding their targets and reading 

much more regularly for pleasure. Research has found that 20 minutes of reading per 

day can help us hear 1,800,000 words per year and some children in Class 2 have 

already read in excess of 370,000 words so far this school year!  
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w/c 15
th

 April 2019 

 

Welcome back! We hope you have all had a restful spring break and are looking 

forward to a sunny Easter weekend. 

 

We have had some very important visitors in school this week: on Tuesday, 15 teachers 

from Australia visited us for the afternoon! They spent time in all of our lessons, 

asking us questions about how we learn here at Hallbankgate. Teachers from two 

schools visited us, and although some teachers from Norwest Christian College had 

visited us before, it was really exciting to see lots of new faces and meet lots of new 

people. At the end of the afternoon, we performed our school song to them and they 

were amazed at how reflective we all are about our learning. They spent some time 

with the teachers after school, asking them questions about how they can use BLP in 

their schools to enhance their teaching and learning, and asked them to pass on to all 

the children how thankful they were for letting them come and visit and take part in 

our lessons- they were very impressed! Well done everyone- you should be very proud 

of yourselves! 

 

This week has been Topic Week! Our focus in 

Class 2 has been to stretch our questioning 

learning muscle whilst learning all about the 

Border Reivers. Our learning challenge began on 

Monday, with a focus on what skills you would 

need to be a historian. We explored how 

historians would need to capitalise on the 

resources around them, ask questions to delve 

beneath the surface of what they had discovered 

and make links to other discoveries they had made. We also stretched the type of 

questions we were asking: moving from mainly closed types of questions, to more open 

questions that allow you to gather more detail and information. We added these to our 

new learning display boards as a reminder throughout the course of this term. We also 

updated some of our Building Learning Power symbols and icons that we have added 

to our displays around school: we started to revise these symbols last term and think 

that they are an effective way of reminding us which learning muscle we are 

stretching.  

 

On Tuesday in Class 2, we started the morning by learning three traditional songs: 

Blow the Wind Southerly, Wild Mountain Thyme and The Blaydon Races. We stretched 

our questioning learning muscle to investigate how historians might use songs, ballads 

or poems to find out about an event in the past and we tried to reason how we knew 
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what the song was about, finding evidence and making links to wider learning and 

knowledge. After lunch, our day got even more exciting! Our lesson began with a 

video; telling us that we were no longer living in 2019, but had been transported back 

in time to the 16th Century! We were no longer members of our current families: we 

were Border Reivers families! Each family (or clan) was given a story to discover their 

history and using these, along with artefacts, we asked questions and found evidence 

to try and answer our questions! We discovered that our new families were enemies or 

allies, related or isolated or powerful or weak and this knowledge would be important 

for the next part of our challenge! For the remainder of the week, we further stretched 

our collaboration learning muscle by designing a play, piece of drama, poem or song to 

tell the story of the Border Reivers, weaving in facts and knowledge found out in our 

questioning challenge.  

 

Early Years 

 

We have had a brilliant topic week in Early Years focused around 

mini beasts and our natural environment! Throughout the week we 

have had the opportunity to explore lots of 

different artistic mediums whilst also 

developing our knowledge.  

We created some wonderful leaf sculptures 

using willow branches and wire to construct the 

outline and veins of the leaf. We collaborated to 

shape the branches and then attach them 

together and we cannot wait until the wildlife 

garden is finished so we can put them in there 

for everyone to admire!  

 

In Early Years we have also been busy creating natural artwork 

inspired by Andy Goldsworthy. We used a range of different natural 

objects and techniques to create our individual 

pieces and the finished artwork was each unique 

and wonderful!  

 

We also created some stone paintings of mini 

beasts, choosing a mini beast to focus on and 

using our noticing and imitating skills to represent 

the colours and shapes linked to that particular 

mini beast.  
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We have also made some brilliant mini beast designs using felt and the finished mini 

beasts looked fantastic! We first researched and created labelled 

designs of what we were going to create and then created a pattern 

to use to cut the felt out. Next we sewed around the edges adding 

stuffing in the middle, it was rather tricky but we persevered to 

carry on sewing. Finally we added finishing touches like eyes and 

legs to our mini beasts.  

All in all, a brilliant and creative week!  

 

 

 

In Class 1 topic week has been lots of fun. We 

have used our super questioning skills to find out 

about what used to be behind the school. We 

visited the site behind the school and discovered 

that their used to be a train line with a very 

famous and important train, George Stephenson’s 

Rocket. We used our knowledge of The Rocket, to 

travel back in time and become engineers. As 

engineers, we worked in groups to plan, revise and build part of a model train. All of 

Class 1 demonstrated excellent questioning and 

planning skills, and collaborated together to 

overcome problems and revise their designs. Super 

effort to all of Class 1. George Stephenson would 

have been proud! 

 

 

 

On Thursday afternoon we all enjoyed an Easter Egg hunt in the playground.  The 

chocolate was delicious. 

 

Well done to the football team who represented us at the Year 5/6 tournament at Richard 

Rose Academy.  Thank you to Mr Davidson and Miss Strickland for supporting us. 

 

We hope you enjoy the Easter weekend.  See you back in school on Tuesday 23
rd

 April. 

 

 

 


