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Learners of the Week:  Joseph, Jemima and Jenson 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  120    Helvellyn  132    Blencathra  107 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week we have continued to 

secure our understanding of numbers to 5, 

particularly our knowledge of the composition of 

numbers. We explored ordering numbers based on 

their value and also practised creating number bonds 

to 5 in different ways. We have also been creating 

staircase patterns to demonstrate how numbers increase or decrease by one each time. They were 

tricky to create to begin with but we persevered and felt proud when they were finished. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception we have been learning 

the new letters and digraphs y, z, zz and qu. We 

discussed where you would typically find a digraph 

within a word and also talked about how z and zz sound 

the same but look different. We practised reading and 

writing words containing our focus sounds and are 

becoming more confident in applying our understanding 

with greater independence. In our phonics in Nursery we 

have been developing our pencil control and our fine motor skills. We have also been singing 

action rhymes and songs and enjoyed looking at the story Dear Zoo and making the different 

animal noises.  

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we have 

been expanding our knowledge of the story 

of The Enormous Turnip. We have been 

considering what the characters may have 

been thinking, feeling or saying at different 

stages of the story. We also drew pictures of 

a character from the story and created 

descriptive sentences linked to our pictures. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we 

continued exploring different materials this week focusing on 

the properties of hard and soft. We began by generating an 

agreed definition of hard and soft to ensure we all had the 

same expectations. We created a fair test by ensuring we felt 

the different materials for the same amount of time and then 

used descriptive vocabulary to discuss whether the objects 

could be categorised as hard or soft. 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning this week, we focused on the concepts of right 

and wrong. We discussed what the different words meant and also generated some scenarios in 

which right and wrong could be discussed. We also spoke about how different people may have 

differing ideas about right and wrong but that we should respect the ideas of everyone. 

 

In our history and understanding the world learning, 

we focused on steam engines this week. We looked at 

images from the past, sharing our own knowledge and 

ideas but also generating questions. We then created 

our own steam engines using objects from around the 

classroom, we had some very inventive uses of 

different objects and some fantastic collaborating too!  

 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning we have been sketching flowers in the style of 

the artist Georgia O'Keeffe. We used our noticing skills to look carefully at different flowers and 

then used different sketching pencils to create the flower outlines and add finer details. The 

following day we then expanded our learning by exploring flowers through the medium of 

watercolour. We began by sketching using the skills we had developed and then carefully 

selected and blended 

the watercolours to 

add depth to our 

flowers. The finished 

artwork looks 

incredible! 
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Class 2 News - Miss Hutton 

 

What a busy end to the week we’ve had!  

 

Having completed our non-fiction unit in literacy earlier in the week, we have spent the last 

couple of days learning The Ning Nang Nong by Spike Milligan off by heart. We began by 

identifying any words that we were unsure of, before working together to practise, perfect and 

perform the poem. When learning the poem, we used a poetry rubric to work out what we needed 

to work on and develop: for some of us, this was about learning how to say the words, while 

for others, this was about us learning how to use our voices to indicate meaning- just like in 

our reading! We really enjoyed this poem and have now learnt and performed two poems this 

academic year, as well as all of our other literacy learning! 

 

In our science learning, we began by recapping everything from last week and sorted a range of 

living things by their ability to make their own food (or not), as well as animals that were 

omnivores, herbivores or carnivores. To really test this learning, we then used diagrams of 

skeletons to make links between the shape of an animal’s teeth and their typical diet to begin 

justifying and reasoning as to why we had found the correct pair. This is linked to some new 

oracy learning that we are currently learning right across the curriculum where we add to, 

build-on or challenge someone on what they have said. Following this, we began to think more 

carefully about the nutrition that humans need as they cannot make their own food like plants.. 

 

In our RE learning, we have started to learn about bible stories 

and the morals and meanings that they give to Christians. We 

began by hearing the bible story about Jesus talking with 

Rabbis in the temple (Luke 2: 41-52) and Jesus and the woman 

at the well (John 4: 5-10). We then used these stories to think 

about how Christians and Jesus’ followers would find him 

inspirational and 

how this might 

encourage them to 

follow him and his 

teachings. We also created a Wonder Wall so that 

we could write down the questions that we have 

about these stories, the bible and Christianity.  
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In our French learning, we have been learning all about pets! 

Some of the names are very tricky to say and remember but we 

have an ever-increasing French vocabulary that we really enjoy 

saying, learning and experimenting with! Why don’t you ask us 

what we know? 

 

In our music learning this 

week, we have started a 

new unit where we are learning to play the keyboards! This 

week, we practised holding our hand in the correct position 

and trying to find the note of C as quickly as we could. We 

also practised listening to 

the tempo so that we could 

play in time and learnt 

about crotchets and 

minims!  

 

Class 2 News - Mrs Whitfield 

 

In our geography learning, we have been studying the major mountain ranges of Europe. We 

found the major mountain ranges in an atlas and then we plotted them onto our Europe maps. 

As part of the lesson, we watched some fascinating breath-taking videos showing an explorer 

called Alex exploring some of these mountain ranges. He used his drone to film himself climbing 

these huge mountains and the footage was simply amazing! We learnt where each mountain 

range is situated and the types of terrain each one has. Some of the mountain ranges were 

harder to climb than others and the Dolomites in Italy have particularly sharp peaks. We then 

moved on to study Mount Elbrus in Russia (5,642 metres) which is the highest mountain in 

Europe. After doing 

lots of research from 

books and the internet 

we found out lots of 

information about 

Mount Elbrus and that 

it is a dormant 

volcano.  
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Last week, we did lots of research into what Anglo-

Saxons ate and we planned out our Anglo-Saxon 

meal. We drew a picture of our meal and added the 

ingredients we would need to create it. We decided to 

make an Anglo-Saxon stew with herbs and barley. 

This week we actually made our Anglo-Saxon stew 

and it was so exciting to be able to cook something 

that an Anglo-Saxon would eat. We carefully 

chopped up the ingredients using the safe bridge 

method after Mrs Whitfield and Miss Storrow 

demonstrated this to us. Before chopping up the 

ingredients that required chopping, we used weighing scales to weigh out each of the ingredients 

so that we were sure to follow the recipe correctly. Then,  

Miss Storrow took our stew to cook it on the hob. We tasted 

it once it had all cooked and we 

enjoyed the different tastes that 

the stew had. We could taste 

the barley and leeks alongside 

the other ingredients. Next week 

we will be creating our Anglo-

Saxon desert.    
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In our spellings this week in Year 1 we have been learning 

the words; I, a, do, was and are. We discussed what each 

word means, thinking of examples of each word in a 

sentence. Next, we had a go at writing each of the 

spellings down on our mini white boards. In Year 2 we 

have been learning the spellings; make, game, complete, 

delete, slide, five, home, 

envelope, June and dude. 

We noticed that our 

spellings had split diagraphs in them for this week. We had a 

go at practising each spelling in class.  

 

During our maths 

learning this week, in 

Year 1 we have been 

learning to use a number line to 20 and estimate on a 

number line to 20. We had actual number lines to help us 

with our work and we helped each other to work out the 

answers to the questions. In Year 2 we have been starting 

our new unit of work 

‘Multiplication and 

Division’ and we have been 

learning to recognise and 

make equal groups. We had 

to use our noticing muscles 

to see which groups were 

equal and which were 

unequal. As part of the 

work we also had to make the groups equal and draw in 

the remaining pictures to make them all equal. In Year 3, in 

our maths learning we have been studying the 4 times table alongside multiplying and dividing 

by 8. We had to link back to our 4 times table to help us with our 8 times table. We learnt that 

to multiply by 4 you can 

double the number and 

then double it again. 
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Class 3 News - Miss Hutton 

 

We had a brilliant start to the week in Class 3, with us all identifying something that we wanted 

to improve and work on this week as part of our weekly check in. Some of us decided that we 

wanted to practise our cursive handwriting, some of us wanted to make sure that we got Strive 

for Five and some of us decided that we wanted to practise our multiplication facts- particularly 

the ones that sometimes catch us out. To build on this notion of continuous improvement, we 

reflected on the qualities that we have and the values that we hold. To do this, we had a 

creative afternoon on Monday and began to construct a mixed-media image of ourselves, 

alongside positive affirmations that we can use when things get a little tricky.  We’ll display 

them in our classroom when they are finished as a little reminder that we can 

achieve anything that we set our minds to. 

 

In our literacy learning, we began the week by exploring the typical features 

of discussion texts and used a jumbled-up example to help us identify the 

structure and signposts that aid the reader in their understanding of each 

perspective. Following this, we revisited extracts from our class text (Why the 

Whales Came) and began to group ideas and reasons/justifications together. 

Just like in Class 2, we used our Oracy framework to 

help us but this time using it to identify which extracts 

were adding to the same perspective, which extracts 

were building on or justifying a perspective and which 

extracts were offering a different viewpoint. In doing 

this, we had collected lots of content for writing our very 

own discussion texts over the remainder of the week.  

 

In our design and technology lesson, we used this week 

to finish our Ancient Egyptian Canopic Chests from last 

term. This was a very busy lesson as everyone was at 

different stages and we had to make sure that we made 

our products had the best finish possible- whether this 

was sanding any rogue rough edges or ensuring our 

hieroglyphics were painted neatly on each face. At the 

end of the lesson, we evaluated how successful we had 

been and what we would improve (and how) if we 

were to begin the project again. Next week, we are very 

much looking forward to beginning our new unit: 

sewing Viking-inspired, embroidered mittens!  
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Finally, in PE this week, we have been continuing to develop of skills 

in gymnastics. This week, we continued to learn how to effectively 

travel in a space (including low, medium and high level travels), as 

well as beginning to learn and practise 

different types of rolls.  

 

 

 

Class 3 News - Mrs Arnold 

 

We have done so much learning this week! In our maths learning things have been getting 

challenging. In Year 4, we’ve nearly completed our multiplication and division unit which has 

seen us dividing 2 and 3 digit with 1 digit numbers. In Year 5, we’ve come to the end of our 

fractions unit and have been adding and subtracting mixed numbers. Whereas in Year 6, we 

started a brand new unit this week on ratio.  

 

In our literacy learning, we’ve been working more on our discussion 

writing. We’ve learned how we can link our arguments through a text. 

On Wednesday, we planned our own arguments for our Hot Writes 

based on a dilemma that occurs in 

our class text ‘Why the Whales 

Came’. Then, on Thursday and 

Friday we worked hard to apply all 

our learning from the past two 

weeks to complete our Hot Writes.  

 

In our history learning this week, we carried on with our 

learning about the Vikings. This week, we looked at different 

sources of information to find out about the Viking raid on the 

holy island of Lindisfarne. We read sources written at the time 

to try and unpick what happened, as well as looking at the 

location and context to 

identify why the Vikings 

may have chosen 

Lindisfarne to raid. We then interrogated some secondary 

sources, a video and a non-chronological report, to identify 

who, what, how and what happened as well as what 

happened next. From this discussed and decided as a group, 

three causes, the events which led from them, and then three 

consequences of these events. It was interesting, to think 
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about the event from both sides, the Anglo Saxons and the Vikings. We realised that with only 

first-hand accounts from the Anglo Saxons, that this may not fully accurate and could be 

biased. Finally, using the evidence from what we had learned over the lesson, we discussed our 

opinions on our over-arching enquiry question: Were the Vikings really just the violent and brutal 

raiders that history remembers?  

 

In geography, we consolidated and recalled our knowledge of the 

water cycle by carrying out, not just one, but two POP (proof of 

progress) Tasks. First, we had to sort out a diagram of the process 

that had been put in the wrong order and had lost its labels and then 

we had to write some questions to a list of answers that were given. 

After this, we thought about the ways in which human activity could 

affect the water cycle. We learned that pollution, carbon 

emissions/global warming and change of land use can all affect the 

water cycle in different ways.  

 

In computing, we’ve been identifying gaps in our knowledge and areas 

of online safety that we would like to know more about. We used an 

online tool that gave us scenarios to respond to and completed a survey to show us and Mrs 

Arnold what we know well and what we need to work on. It was really interesting having to 

think about how you would respond in different situations and whether we really knew what 

we should do or how we could keep ourselves safe.  

 

In PSHE we’ve started planning our fundraising event to raise money for Oaktree Animal Rescue 

and we’ve begun work on some different dilemmas we might come across in our lives and what 

choices we can make in response to them.  

 

In music we’ve been learning the song Blackbird by the Beatles. We’ve really enjoyed this and 

have nearly learned the whole song! 

 

School Learning Council and Sports and Wellbeing Council 

 

After our elections last week, this week saw the first round of meetings for both of these 

Councils. In this first meeting, we discussed the roles and responsibilities that would need to be 

undertaken and we have set about creating campaign speeches to set out why we should be 

voted into the roles of chair, vice chair, secretary and treasurer.  
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