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Learners of the Week: Tommy, Sam and Kai 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  181    Helvellyn  174   Blencathra  161 

 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning in Reception this week, we 

have been exploring number bonds to 5. We have 

been describing different ways to create five using 

our hands to support us if we were stuck. We are 

working hard to be able to recall these facts with 

speed to help us as we begin to develop our early 

addition and subtraction skills. We have also been continuing our learning 

about teen numbers, playing games which involve counting up to and back 

from 20 and using different maths resources such as Numicon, Rekenreks 

and tens frames to help 

us develop our 

understanding of tens 

and ones. We have also 

enjoyed working collaboratively in lots of our 

maths in Reception this week. In maths in 

Nursery, we have been exploring numbers up 

to 10, including learning about numerals and 

the sequencing of numbers to 10. We enjoyed 

searching for numbers in a tray 

of sugar and matching numbers 

together. We also had fun 

ordering trains and carriages 

with numerals on. We are 

spotting numbers in lots of 

different places now! 

 

In phonics in Reception this 

week, we have been exploring 

the digraphs oo, ar and or. We have been reading with speed and applying our knowledge by 

writing different words including tricky words. In phonics in Nursery, we have been mark 

making outside using chalk and playing letter games like letter bingo and cross the river. We 
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have also been developing our listening skills to 

adapt our movements based on the way in which 

an instrument is played. We also enjoyed making 

sounds with different parts of our bodies.  

 

Linked to our Talk for Writing story Handa’s 

Surprise, we had a wonderful time trying some 

of the different fruits from the story. We began 

by exploring the fruits using our different senses, 

noticing that some fruits were 

smooth and others spiky. 

We then used some oil 

pastels to draw some of the 

fruits, carefully observing 

the colours and shapes of 

each of the fruits. Then for 

the really fun part…the 

tasting! We prepared the fruit together, 

carefully chopping up the different pieces, ensuring we shared it equally. We 

loved trying the different fruits! 

 

In Class 1 we have been working hard to create a 

new role play 

area, linked to 

our history 

learning deciding to create a 

lighthouse. We have been painting 

the stripes and have been creating 

some sea gulls and it is looking 

brilliant already!  
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we 

have continued to learn about scared texts: this week 

focusing on Hinduism and the sacred texts Vedas. We 

looked at images of Vedas and learnt some of the 

different stories and hymns within the it. We also 

listened to a hymn, making links to the language 

spoken and celebrating that some of the people in our 

class speak more than one language. We also made 

some brilliant links to our learning about the Buddhist 

sacred text, the Tripitaka.  

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this week, we focused 

on animal classification, focusing specifically on mammals this week. We 

discussed some of the different characteristics of mammals, identifying that 

we ourselves are also mammals. Using the 

characteristics as a guide we then discussed and 

found mammals in our animal box and then drew a 

picture and identified a characteristic of that 

mammal on the animal classification sheet we are 

going to add to every week. In 

Nursery, we sorted animals on our 

world map, considering whether they 

lived in warmer or colder climates 

and whether they lived on land or in the sea. We also used 

our imitating skills to move like different animals and also 

create animal noises.  

 

In our design technology and expressive arts and design 

learning, we have continued to work hard to create our own puppets based on our designs. We 

are still in the early stages of the making progress, focusing on adding details to our animals 

before sewing the fabric together to create 

our puppets. Although the sewing is 

tricky, we have found that we are 

growing in confidence with every week!  
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Class 2 News  

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been learning about prepositions.  We took our 

learning outside and created physical prepositional phrases.  

 “Alex is on the bench.”   

 “I am under the chair.”  

 “Lucas is in the tyre.”  

  

“We are between the boxes.” 

In our Maths learning this 

week, in Year 1 we have 

begun our unit of learning on 

money. We spent time 

learning to recognise the 

different coins and their 

values. 

 

 

 

In PE, we have started learning the basics of 

cricket. We have explored the skills needed for 

batting and fielding. 

 

In our science learning this week, we used all 

of the knowledge from previous lessons on 

habitats to create a non-chronological 

report.  We spent some 

time observing the 

features of non-

chronological reports 

before beginning our own. 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

We’ve had a particularly exciting week 

in Class 3 this week, having 

welcomed Farshad, Reza and Azid to 

join us for lunch, break time and a 

special question and answer session. 

Organised with the help of 

Chris and Sue (two of our 

school Governors), as well as 

Pat from Carlisle Refugee Action Group, we held this event to 

help us to stretch our empathy learning muscle and learn about 

people who have grown up in a different country. Our visitors 

explained how difficult and dangerous it was to continue living 

in their place of birth, as well as how 

they have found living in the UK. We 

found out how to greet each other in Persian, how the alphabet is written 

and what school was like, as well as traditions and cultural events that 

are different to our own. We all listened enthusiastically and asked very 

thoughtful questions to develop our understanding of life from someone 

else’s point of view and we found it fascinating how many similarities we 

had. We also found is fascinating to hear what their hope for the future 

would be and the advice that they would give us, which included hoping 

for peace and encouraging us to continue in our learning, no matter how 

old we are.  

In our maths learning this week, we have been continuing to consolidate 

our understanding of position and direction in Year 6 (by solving 

problems with coordinates), having completed our statistics unit on 

Monday. In Year 4 and Year 5, we have been continuing to extend our 

decimals understanding and - in each of these units - we have been 

stretching our making links learning 

muscle to build on what we know 

already- whether this is pairs to 100 (to 

help us make pairs to 1.0) or what we 

can generalise when working out 

whether the x or y co-ordinates will be 

positive or negative, based on where they are in each of the four 

quadrants. We have also been continuing to pracitse our number 

skills to make sure that we have as much automaticity as possible, freeing up our working 

memory to tackle the more difficult elements of our maths learning.  
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In our literacy learning, we have been using a range of stories (that we 

have read over the course of the year) to help us identify the features 

used by authors to develop their characters. Having read each extract 

carefully, we summarised the techniques that the author used and co-

constructed a tool-kit that we will be able to use in our writing next 

week. Following a similar pattern, we then used extracts from our 

current story to explore how dialogue is used to show character traits 

and character’s feelings. We were all able to identify the key elements 

and features and even suggested ways of enhancing and improving 

what was written in the extracts. At the end 

of the week, we explored how settings are 

developed and how the authors show the reader what these locations 

are like. Using videos and images from Victorian workhouses, we 

used short-burst writing opportunities to experiment with vocabulary 

to change the mood or atmosphere which we will apply next week in 

our narrative writing sessions. We all had so much fun with this 

workshop-style activity and we had do many effective descriptions.  

We’ve been recapping and consolidating what we know about school 

subjects and time in our French learning this week. We are looking 

ahead to being able to create a version of our school timetable 

(in French!) in the coming weeks and being able to ask and 

answer questions about when lessons will take place.  

What a brilliant afternoon of music learning we’ve had this 

week too! Using the glockenspiels, we recapped note names 

and musical notes before 

learning how to play a 

number of pieces. We 

practised a ‘call and 

response’ type activity which developed our ability to count 

and play in time, before paying close attention to rests and 

the length of note that we needed to play in each piece. 
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We’ve had a very exciting end to the week with our DT learning. This week, we stretched our 

making skills to measure, saw, sand and attach pieces of wood together to make the base for our 

cars. We found out how to reinforce and strengthen our design (by using triangles in the 

corners) and practiced our 3D drawing skills to begin to design what we’d like our Victorian 

vehicles to look like.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, in PE over the last few weeks, we have been working 

on developing an interpretive dance that shows the destructive nature of wildfires and how they 

are caused. Having contributed to the choreography and suggested ways of enhancing the 

performance, we were in a position to perform our dance for the first time to our guests on 

Tuesday and they were very impressed! We hope to perform this at our summer fete in July... 

more details at the end of the newsletter! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

We’ve had another busy week! On Wednesday, we 

carried on our science learning about plants. We 

used our knowledge of plants, how they reproduce 

and their characteristics to begin looking at how they 

are classified. Using a classification key, we made 

careful observations of different buttercups to help us 

identify which variety they were. We had to look for 

tiny details like the direction of the sepals and 

whether or not the leaves had tiny hairs on the back of them. We also caught up with our 

planting that we did a few weeks ago and filled in new observations on our charts. All types of 

plant propagation that we tried have seen significant changes except our stem cuttings, which 

although they have not rooted yet are miraculously still 

alive! All the others had seen significant growth – our 

seeds are now seedlings, our root cuttings have leaves 

and our potatoes have gone completely wild! It has 

been fascinating to observe the different ways in which 

plants reproduce.  

 

On 

Thursday afternoon we carried on our 

learning about climate change and wildfires. 

We thought some more about the fire triangle 

and what would constitute fuel in a wildfire 

and where the heat would come from. Most 

of us thought the sun was starting the fires, 

however we learned that most fires are 

started by human behaviour such as out of 

control barbeques or parking a car with a hot exhaust on a dry grass verge. Next, we looked at 

the impact wildfires have on wildlife and habitats as well as people, places and livelihoods. We 

worked collaboratively to research each factor and share our knowledge in different groups. By 

the end of the lesson we were all able to summarise the environmental and human impact of 

increased wildfires. In our next lesson we’re going to start thinking about what we can do to 

prevent them and how we can have an impact locally to reduce the number of wildfires that 

occur.  
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Swimming 

It was our third week of swimming this week and there has been 

some amazing progress already. Everyone has been persevering 

and working hard perfecting their strokes and building their 

stamina with many of us now able to remove floatation aids and 

swim unaided across the pool on our fronts and backs. It’s a 

tough session and we are swimming continuously for 45minutes so it’s great exercise too!  

 

Outdoor Play and Learning 

We’ve had another brilliant week at break 

times this week! Our skill level has 

increased greatly over the last few months 

and we are enjoying a great range of 

activities and collaborative play. We hope 

to be able to invite as many parents as 

possible to join in with our play times at a special event towards the end 

of term... watch this space!  
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Farlam Parish Council - Village Play Area 

At the Parish Council meeting last week it was decided that, due to safety concerns, the two 

swing seats and the basket swing in the play area would have to be removed.  This is only a 

temporary measure and will be replaced as soon as possible.  The Parish Council wanted us to 

let parents know through the school newsletter.  They are aware this is obviously disappointing 

for the children as we move into better weather. 

 

Year 2- SATS 

A huge congratulations to all of our Year 2 children for their hard work and 

dedication in their learning this week! We are so incredibly proud of each 

and every one of you! Have a well-earned rest this weekend and we hope 

that you enjoyed your tea party this afternoon! 
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