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th
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Learners of the Week: Kayden, Hannah and Fern  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 56     Helvellyn 46     Blencathra 47    

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1, we have continued to develop 

our understanding of the Three Little Pigs 

story across our curriculum. Alongside 

our continued learning of the story, using 

actions and pictures to support us, we 

have 

also been 

looking 

in greater 

detail at 

the houses depicted in the story. We conducted a scientific 

experiment in which we explored some of the different 

properties of materials linked to the straw, sticks and bricks 

used in the story to create the pig’s homes. We investigated 

whether the materials were waterproof or absorbent, strong or weak and transparent or opaque. 

After learning about the different definitions of the scientific words, 

we then started our investigation. We ensured that we were only 

changing one variable at a time throughout our 

investigation to make sure that we were conducting 

a fair test. We made predictions throughout the 

experiment and then were able to check our 

predictions to compare and contrast our findings. 

We discovered that the most effective and hard-

wearing material we could use to build a house 

would be bricks. 

 

Linked to the Three Little Pigs story, we also designed and created our 

own houses using inspiration from houses around the world. We looked at images of different 

houses, talking about similarities and differences and what we felt inspired by.  
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Using this inspiration, we then created designs for our dream house: there were some very 

interesting features like slides! Then, for the fun part: making our houses! We used a range of 

different resources to create our houses then - once built - 

we evaluated our houses with our friends, talking about 

the process and what we had made. 

 

Our final Three Little Pig inspired activity this week was 

our creation of story maps to demonstrate our 

understanding of the story. 

We drew pictures to show the 

different aspects of the story 

and then were able to use 

these images to retell the 

story. 

 

In PE, we have been refining the hockey skills we have been 

working on for the last few weeks. We have started to now work 

on our tackling skills which we are hoping to begin to apply in game situations. We have also 

been focusing on stopping the ball before passing it to ensure that our movements are accurate 

and precise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our Literacy learning this week, we have been 

continuing our class book ‘Gorilla’.  Our focus this 

week has been on setting descriptions. We used 

pictures from the book as a stimulus to collect ideas 

and then stretched our imagining muscles to write a 

descriptive paragraph. 
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We have also been investigating the ‘stile’ phonics and spelling boards. This is a great tool, 

which encourages us to be independent and self-check our learning. We all really enjoyed this 

and we are looking forward to 

doing it again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our RE learning this week, we learnt that Muslims build towers, 

called minarets, on mosques in order to shout the call the prayer 

from. We reflected on previous learning about whispering in the 

Muslim faith and we compared the importance and relevance of 

shouting and 

whispering.  

We then had 

some fun 

stretching our 

imitating 

muscles and 

building our own towers: we worked collaboratively to see who could 

build the highest tower! 

 

In PE this week, we have begun playing rugby.  We stretched our 

collaborative muscles to work in small 

teams passing the ball to one another. This 

was challenging, as we had to remember 

to pass the ball backwards to one another.   

 

In our computing learning this week, we 

have been learning to edit images using Pixlr image editing 

software.  This was great fun and we enjoyed experimenting with 

the editing features and then shared our choices we made with 

each other. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

During Literacy this 

week, we have been 

diving deeper into our 

class text ‘Gorilla’ and in 

particular we have been 

looking at the zoo setting 

in the story. We shared 

our ideas as a class; 

thinking about the things 

that the character Hannah would see, hear, touch, smell and taste at the zoo. We came up with 

a mammoth class list of phrases to describe the zoo in lots of detail! Stretching our imagination 

muscles, we pictured what it would be like at the zoo and applied our thoughts to our writing. 

Next lesson, we will be using our phrases to turn into proper sentences to fully describe the zoo. 

We loved sharing our phrases with the rest of the class and hearing each others brilliant ideas.  

   

This week in Music, we have been playing the djembe drums! We were all so excited to have a 

go at playing the drums and we enjoyed doing solos to demonstrate our skills to the rest of the 

class. Using the Charanga music lessons, we had a great time playing different beats to the 

music. We were fascinated to learn that there were high and low notes on the djembe drums and 

that the position of our hand on the drum would determine the beat that it made. As a group, 

we had to stretch our 

listening skills to 

carefully listen to the 

programme and we then 

played the beats back in 

the same rhythm. We are 

already so excited to 

carry on with our 

drumming lessons next 

week.  

              

In Phonics this week, we have been working super hard on the sound ‘ew’ and we have been 

producing lots of sentences with ‘ew’ words in them. We had a 

great lenghty discussion about how there is a different way to 

write the same sound as we discovered that some words we 

thought were ‘ew’ were in fact ‘ue’ which lead us on to learn about 

these spellings too. We always enjoy sharing our Phonics learning 

with the rest of the class and take great pride in reading out our 

sentences that we have independently written.  
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In our Geography lessons this week, we have continued to learn about at the major rivers of 

Europe. We analysed our data we collected in our tables of information and used this to create 

paragraphs about the major rivers. We had to include factual information about the rivers, 

including how many kilometres long they were, where they started and ended and interesting 

facts about each river. Collaborating together in our small groups, we used the laptops to aid our 

learning and did some fantastic 

research on them. We had to carefully 

use our noticing muscles to unpick our 

data and create sentences out of the 

information. As a class, we feel that we 

are gaining lots of valuable knowledge 

about the major rivers of Europe and 

we can see progress with our learning 

each week.  

 

This week in Science, we have been finishing off our shadow puppets which we started last 

week. After learning all about how shadows are formed and the meaning of opaque, translucent 

and transparent, we decided it would be great to use our knowledge to create some shadow 

puppets linked to learning we have been doing at school. Most of us wanted to make a Roman 

Soldier shadow puppet with a Roman shield. The rest of us chose to create things like Plop from 

our previous class text and various different characters from many stories we have taught in 

school. We had a go at doing a performance with our shadow puppets using our light source 

(the torch) and a light 

coloured background to cast 

the shadow onto. We all 

had such a fun time during 

this lesson and we are very 

proud of our shadow 

puppets. It was great to see 

us applying our science 

vocabulary too! 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Class 3 this week, we have finished our Computing learning all 

about Flat File Databases and we have been learning about how we 

can keep safe online. As part of Anti-

bullying week, we have been learning 

about self-image and our online 

identity (building on from our PSHE 

learning last week too) and how we 

can make the right choices when communicating online. Some 

members of our class decided to use their break times to create 

information pages for the rest of our class and parents- 

particularly about new websites or apps that are becoming 

popular, but not suitable for children. We came up with a class set of rules about how to be 

responsible online and what to do if there is something that happens - or is worrying- whilst 

online. This lesson links to our next Computing unit too, which is all about communication and 

computer systems and networks.   

 

As part of our music learning this week, we have been building  

on our knowledge of notes within the C-Major scale, playing two 

pieces of music. The first piece (called Four Tune) helped us to 

recognise and play whole notes (that lasted for a count of 4), as 

well as minims and crotchets. The second piece of music (called 

Skipper) was a lot more 

complicated so we’ll keep 

working on that next week! 

This piece was a mixture of 

the notes C, D and E, as well 

as having fewer repeated 

refrains: this meant that we had to read the music as we 

were playing, rather than just remembering it.  

 

 

In our Literacy learning this week, 

we have been continuing to 

develop our knowledge of different sentence types and how we can 

advance the action within and across paragraphs. Using a range of 

sentence types, we worked on developing description and 

characterisation, including a character’s reactions, thoughts and feelings. We then used this to 

create an action- packed paragraph (as part of our short-burst writing), before ‘boxing-up’ 

the model text and creating our warm write stories. At the end of the week, we explored how 

we could add flashbacks to reveal more about the character’s life. 
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This week, we started using the library in the Hub, having 

had most of our school sign up for library cards in the 

summer term! On Monday, Year 6 were the first group to visit 

and it was brilliant to have some time to explore how the 

library system works, and 

choosing books to read for 

pleasure. Unfortunatley, the self-

service system to check out our 

books wasn’t working but we had a little bit of time to begin 

reading the books that we had chosen. We are looking forward to 

borrowing these books once the system is up and running again 

and then adding these new books to our reading journals.  

 

Well done to Ivy, Seb and Scarlett who won the Halloween 

writing competition! They each received a £10 book token! 

 

Our reading records are continuing to go from strength to 

strength! We are finding that we are having greater success in 

our Accelerated Reader quizzes as we have been summarising 

and interpretting the plot, every time we make a journal entry!  

We are looking forward to reading lots more books and visiting 

the Hub library on a regular basis!  

 

In our Maths learning this week, we have been completing our 

multiplication and division unit of learning, having all learnt 

new methods over the last few weeks. As part of our learning 

this week, we have been applying these new calculation methods 

to a range of reasoning and problem solving questions, including 

questions with more than one 

step. We have all made excellent 

progress in our maths learning 

this term and most of us are onto our second maths excerise 

book, having filled one already! By the end of the week, we had 

all started our brand new unit...fabulous fractions! We can’t 

wait to learn more! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

It’s been another busy week of learning in 

our foundation subjects this week! On 

Wednesday, we carried on with our DT 

project to make a mini vacuum cleaner by 

exploring how different electrical 

appliances work. We noticed that most 

appliances which move air about - by 

either sucking or blowing - use a motor 

and a fan. We refreshed our electricity knowledge from last term and 

built circuits that powered a motor and included a switch. Then, we experimented with making 

fans. We tried out lots of different shapes and sizes. We noticed how the size and shape of the 

fan affected its speed and the amount of air it could move. Mrs 

Arnold asked us to work out how to change the direction of the fan 

and many of us worked out that we needed 

to change the direction of the electrical 

current through our circuit by swapping the 

connections on 

the battery 

pack! We used 

all our learning 

from our 

investigations to 

draw up what 

sort of fan we’d 

need to make for our vacuum cleaners next lesson.  

 

On Thursday, we carried on with our science topic on sound. We were 

pattern seeking this week - looking to spot any patterns between the pitch 

of a sound and the features of the instrument which made it. We tried 

out many different instruments: including some non-traditional ones like 

twanging a ruler, tying strings to a slinky or glasses filled with different 

amounts of water. Each instrument we tried we 

had to work out whether the sound it made was 

high or low pitched and whether or not you 

could change it. We recorded our observations in 

a table and we were able to conclude that the 

size, length and tightness of an instrument affected the pitch. The 

shorter, smaller and tighter the instrument the higher the pitch and the 

larger, longer and looser the instrument the lower the pitch. We then used 

an online oscilloscope to spot patterns between the pitch of a sound and 
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its sound waves and we noticed that higher pitch sounds produce more 

frequent, faster waves and lower pitch sounds produce less frequent 

slower waves. We also started to spot patterns with the volume of a 

sound, which we will explore more next lesson.  

 

 

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Weekly Wellbeing  

 

Last Friday, we spent our gardening session in the main part of the 

playground. We reflected on how the seasons have changed and what 

this means for the different areas of the playground. We noticed that many of the leaves have 

now changed colour and fallen to the ground and - although some 

are still flowering - most of the wildflowers that we planted in the 

wildlife garden have gone to seed and are starting to die back. We 

then began to think about what we could do to prepare for the 

following seasons and 

stretched our 

collaboration learning 

muscle as we set 

about on our tasks for 

the afternoon! Working 

in mixed-age groups, 

some of us took 

responsibility for 

tidying up the leaves that had fallen off the trees 

so that they could decompose in our compost 

heap- it was quite a messy job but what a difference it made! On the other hand, the rest of us 

worked in two large groups to clear the raised planters of weeds, as well as sort the spring 

bulbs ready for planting. We are very grateful to our new neighbours across the road who 

donated in excess of 60 bulbs- we can’t wait until they flower in the spring!  
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School Learning Council and Sports and Wellbeing Learning Council  

Having completed our elections before the half term holidays, we are 

pleased to announce our brand new School Learning Council and 

our Sports and Wellbeing Council. Both groups of children have 

started working in their new roles already, with the School Learning 

Council organising Children in Need 

events and the Sports and 

Wellbeing Council surveying the 

whole school to see what playtime 

equipment everyone would like to purchase. We can’t wait to 

help make our school even better!  

 

Children in Need  

 

On Friday, we all took part in Children 

in Need! We found out about different 

children and the challenges they face, as 

well as how they are helped by this 

charity. Wearing non-school uniform 

(and our odd socks for Anti-bullying 

week) raised an amazing £74.50. Thank 

you, everyone, for your generosity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti-bullying Week  

 

This week, we have all been learning about 

Anti-bullying week and - in particular - the 

theme of ‘One Kind Word’. This year, the main 

ideas are: 
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- Ask if someone’s OK. Say you’re sorry. Just say hey. 

- In a world that can sometimes feel like it’s filled with 

negativity, one kind word can provide a moment of 

hope. It can be a turning point. It can change 

someone’s perspective. It can change their day. It can 

change the course of a conversation and break the 

cycle of bullying. 

- Best of all, one kind word leads to another. Kindness 

fuels kindness. So from the playground to Parliament, 

and from our phones to our homes, together, our actions can fire a chain reaction that 

powers positivity. 

- It starts with one kind word. It starts today. 

Across the whole school, we explored what these ideas meant and 

what we can do to spread One Kind Word. We also wore odd socks 

on Friday, to show that we are all unique.  

 

 

Reading, Reading, Reading! 

 

We have really been enjoying reading lots of our 

brand new reading books, this week! Before half 

term, 6 boxes full of books were delivered to 

school and we have enjoyed exploring them, this 

week. We have lots of new reading books and 

lots and lots of brand new non-fiction books 

linked to our learning in school! We have also got 

seome really interesting books linked to wellbeing, 

diversity, feelings and inspirational people 

throughout history, as well as lots of tools for learning 

like atlases. Class 3 did a brilliant job of stamping 

and organising all these new books, ready for the 

library!  
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