gl T

z ™ o . th :
%ﬁ Week Beginning 16™ April 20130.“
“46e s¥® Mic'"H'AEL

~envie Twv & Popbwv
CRENLIE HVY &KX FTOPRY

= o /,_’/.yn = ‘\,/’\ZP 4
&

o g Z VI < N PK .
LSl TIST 2 \_/_ Il 1 1 ©SVIVde WV SRe

Welcome back! We hope you all had a restful Easter break. This term we welcome Elliott
and Amelia into Nursery, Holly into Class 1 and Danielle into Class 2.
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This term our whole-school topic is ‘Food Glorious Food!. In Class 2 we are basing our learning on
World War 2 and have lots of exciting learning activities to look forward to! We will be using the book
'Friend or Foe' (wr'n“ren by Michael Morpurgo) as a basis for some of our learning and we have already
@ started fo write diaries based on David's journey as an evacuee. We are
% stretching our empathy and listening learning muscle- trying to put
ourselves in the shoes of an evacuee; exploring their feelings and
visualising their journey into the unknown.

In literacy, we are in the final stages of writing quest tales based on
Varjak Paw. We are focussing on including lots of figurative language
(personification, metaphors and similes) as well as adverbial phrases to
describe when, where and how something is happening. We have been
challenging ourselves to use adventurous vocabulary to really make our
writing interesting to the reader! Here are some short snippets of our
warm-writes so far:

"Varjak exploded into motion, pouncing like a mountain goat, back legs uncoiled. A gulf of bitter wind
almost propelled him of f the verge.” Chloe H

"Outside the Contessa'’s house, the wind bit the air making the night sky greyer than ash and colder
than winter's gift.” Ryan H

"Sounding like a firework exploding right next to your ear, thunder growled. Varjak knew it was time.”
Joe

"Torrential rain dribbled down the stained-glass windows. A pair of yellow eyes emerged from the
darkness: their loathsome breath asphyxiated his senses.” Emma

In maths in Class 2, we have been learning about
shape and area and perimeter. Year 5 and 6 have
extended their learning to find the volume of 3d
shapes and Year 6 have been
finding the area of triangles and
parallelograms. Everyone has been
using multilink to help visualise and
construct their shapes, before
solving problems and reasoning
their answers.
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Debbie joined us on Wednesday for our final U-Dance session. We have been making our costumes and
are finalising and tweaking our dance. We can't wait to perform it at the Sands Centre next week!

In Class 1 we have been working hard on our new
topic "Food, Glorious Food" which encompasses
many different areas - from significant
individuals through to local farming. This week
we have started to look at life in the Middle
Ages, using the segment from the London 2012
Olympic Opening Ceremony "Green and Pleasant
Land". We also took inspiration from Caliban's
Speech in William Shakespeare's 'The Tempest'.
Both year groups have been comparing farming in
the past through to farming in the present. Children in Year 2 have been using different sources of
evidence to check if the Opening Ceremony paints an accurate picture.

Also in Class 1, we began the new Science topic; "Plants and Habitats". We have been thinking about
living things, things that were once alive and things that have never been alive. We used "MRS GREN"
(Movement, Respiration, Sensitivity, Growth, Reproduction, Excretion and Nutrition) as a checklist to
decide if something was alive or not. In Maths we have been working hard on position and direction.
We have learnt how to use a grid and describe the position and movement of an
object in the grid. Why not test us on our left and rights, when
we are out in the car?

We have had a fantastic first week back in Early Years! One of
the many things we have been doing is developing our role play
area (which we voted on before Easter) into an ice cream shop.
We created our very own fabric bunting, each choosing our own
fabric and having a go at cutting out the
shape and using the needle and thread. We
really enjoyed developing our sewing skills
which could be rather tricky at times; but
we persevered and the finished bunting
looks brilliant! In maths in Reception we
have been learning about 'teen’ numbers
and place value. We have been working hard
to form 'feen’ numbers using the numicon
and recognise the numerals. In maths in
Nursery, we have also been developing our
number recognition skills and enjoyed digging for numbers out in the sand pit. In
Reception in phonics we continue to develop our cursive letters and they look incredible! We even had a
go at forming our letters in chalk outside this week. In Nursery phonics, we have been exploring
different voice sounds and how we can change and adapt our voices.

Finally we say goodbye to Miss Vincent this half-term as she is moving away from the area and will be
leaving us on Friday 4th May. We would like to thank her for her support in school over the last four
years and I am sure you will all join me in wishing her the very best for the future as she relocates and
takes up a new job.
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