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Learners of the Week: Molly, Jemima and James  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  108    Helvellyn  114    Blencathra  88 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our phonics learning this week in Reception, we 

developed our knowledge of the spellings for the sound 

y, z, zz and qu. We have also continued to expand our 

understanding of the alphabet and have been linking 

upper-case and lower-case letters of the alphabet 

together. In phonics in Nursery, 

this week, we have been exploring different animal sounds. We started by 

listening to a range of different animal sounds and then matching them to 

the animal which makes the sound. We also played 

a memory game linked to animals and animal 

sounds, focusing on animals which began with the 

letters s or p. We then applied our learning by 

reading the book Dear Zoo. 

 

In our maths learning in Nursery and Reception, we 

have continued to secure our knowledge of the 

numbers 4 and 5. We have been matching objects to their corresponding 

numbers and have also been creating different arrangements to represent 4 

and 5. We have also started to focus on one more and one less and had a brilliant time singing 

the rhyme 5 currant buns. We used pennies to pay for a currant bun (cupcake) each and it was 

a wonderfully fun and tasty way to explore the concept of more and less. 

We observed that the number of cupcakes altered by one 

less whereas the number of pennies grew by one more. 

We also created block staircases to represent numbers 

increasing and decreasing by one each time and enjoyed 

pretending that we were getting onto and off a bus one 

at a time to compare the numbers.   
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we enhanced the learning 

we did last week around churches as a place of worship and some of their 

different features. This week we focused on cathedrals, identifying some of 

the similarities and differences between cathedrals and churches. We 

recalled lots of the different features from our learning last week and made 

some brilliant links to our own experiences in a Christian place of worship 

such as attending christenings, weddings and funerals ourselves. Some of 

the children even made links to our educational visit to Carlisle cathedral 

last year.  

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this week, we have 

started our topic around plants. We began by sorting pictures of a variety of 

plants into three different groups; trees, common plants found in a garden 

and wild plants. We also explored some of the different things which plants need to grow, with 

Nursery and Reception drawing pictures of what 

plants need and Year 1 completing a guided write. We 

are looking forward to learning more and growing 

some plants ourselves. In our history and 

understanding the world learning, we continued to 

learn about Christopher Columbus, the explorer. We 

learnt new facts about his voyage through a video 

and then worked out if we could answer the questions 

we generated last week, if not suggested ways in 

which we could find out the answers. We then had an amazing time 

using our imagining skills to undertake the journey taken by Christopher Columbus. We worked 

out what we would need to take with us (food, water, clothes, medical supplies, a map) and 

then set off in search of the Indies. We encountered treacherous storms and shouted land ahoy 

when we discovered America! It was brilliant to have the opportunity to immerse ourselves in our 

history learning and imagine how people would have felt throughout the journey, it was great 

fun! 
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In our PSHE learning we discussed the difference between wants and needs. We listened to a 

story which encouraged us to consider whether something was a want or a need. Tara in the 

story had wanted lots of different things but she couldn’t have everything 

and so was going to save up her pocket money for something she really 

wanted. We also sorted some pictures into wants and needs, justifying why 

something would be categorised as a want or a need. 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning we have started our topic 

around landscapes. We looked at images of different landscapes, identifying 

different natural features such as mountains, trees or lakes. Using these 

images as inspiration we then created our own landscape outlines using 

different pencils. We discussed how some of the pencils would create thick 

lines and others would create narrower, finer lines. It was great to see the detail added and we 

cannot wait to add colour using watercolour paints next. 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In science this week, we have been stretching our noticing muscles as we have been investigating 

magnets and forces. We discovered that the same poles repel and opposite poles attract. We also 

went on a hunt around the classroom to find things that are magnetic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In maths, in Year 1 we have been finding 1 more and 1 less of a number to 20.  In Year 2, we 

have been learning about arrays and in Year 3, we have been exploring multiplication and 

division within 8. 

 

 

 

In PE this week, we have been stretching our collaboration muscles as we worked together to 

create shapes and symmetry. 
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In French this week we have been learning numbers to 12. We 

stretched our collaboration muscles as we worked together to roll 

dice and add the numbers together in French. 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week in maths, we have been learning all about arrays. We learnt that they can represent 

multiplication and division number sentences and they can be similar to fact families (using the 

same set of numbers but in different orders). As a group, we looked at some arrays together on 

the board and we had to write down the multiplication number sentences that matched the 

array. After that we thought of the division sentences that would match the array too. 
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During our geography learning this week, we have been studying the physical and human 

features of the city Carlisle. First of all, we recapped what a city was and the difference 

between human and physical features. We did some research together to find out the exact 

physical and human features and we were fascinated to learn that there were many more 

human features in Carlisle city than physical. We had a good discussion about how it is a very 

built up area with lots of 

houses and shops to 

accommodate the large 

population (108, 400 

people).  

  

 

In our history learning this 

week, we have been 

studying the diaries of Samuel Pepys from the Great Fire of London in 1666. We learnt all about 

Samuel and who he was as a person including what he liked to do in his spare time. It was 

fascinating to read his recounts from his diary and his own views on the events of the Great 

Fire of London. We noticed that he used some emotive language in his diary entries and you 

could really get a feel for what it was like for Samuel during this period of time. After studying 

the diary entries, we had a go at writing our own diary recounts pretending to be Samuel Pepys. 

First of all, we thought about our 5 senses and how we could use these within our writing to 

add more details to our recounts.  

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)   

In or maths learning this week, we have finished our fractions learning in Year 6! We started the 

week by finding fractions of amounts and finding the ‘whole’ value when given a fraction of an 

amount. We used our knowledge of bar models to support our calculations, as well as making 

links to our knowledge of multiples and factors. We finished the week by completing lots of 

reasoning and problem-solving questions to really stretch and apply our knowledge and 

understanding. In Year 5 and Year 4, we’ve started our second unit on multiplication and 

division: this week, we’ve been learning the formal written methods to use when multiplying 3, 4 

and 5 digit numbers. We’ve been making links to our knowledge of multiples (just like Year 6) 

and have been exploring different ways of showing our multiplication calculations.  
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We’ve also started our new maths home-learning books to help us record our calculations when 

we are working towards our targets in our Maths Passports. In these books, we have explored 

(in school) how we can record and practise our times tables, number facts or targets over the 

course of the week- we’ve had lots of people having targets signed 

off this week already, as well as lots of maths learning at home! 

Keep it up, Class 3!  

 

In literacy this week, we have been exploring the different 

techniques that authors use to develop settings, as well as how 

they use commas to add detail and clarify information. Using lots 

of extracts from books that we have read in school, we co-

constructed a toolkit of how authors create exciting setting 

descriptions before using this to develop our own narratives. We 

found it interesting that there were many similarities between each 

extract and it didn’t take us long to ‘tune into the text’ and become 

experts at identifying the features. We’ve also been continuing to develop our understanding and 

use of ambitious vocabulary and have made lots of progress in this already. 

 

In music, we have been learning to read musical notation, use 

alternate hands and play different parts of our djembe... all 

at the same time! We really enjoyed this challenge and 

thought carefully about rhythm, tempo and staying in time. It 

is very tempting to get faster and faster! 

In RE, we have been continuing 

to explore the value of truthfulness and what this means. This 

week, we used a story from Islam to support this discussion, 

followed by a quote from the Qur’an. The story - The Boy and the 

Robbers - told the tale of a mother giving her son advice and how 

the boy used the advice when faced with a dangerous encounter. 

Using the extract, “My son, never tell a lie and don’t be frightened when you are in danger.”, we 

were able to identify that there will many times that it might feel easier to tell a little white lie, 

but that it is always better to tell the truth. 
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We have all really been enjoying learning more about French 

food this week! After recapping the names of the foods (and 

whether we needed to say le, la or les!), we worked in pairs to 

ask and answer the question ‘Qu’est-ce que tu aimes?’ (what do 

you like (to eat)?) We made 

sure that we explained what 

we do like to eat, as well as 

what we don’t!  

In PE, we have been working on developing our different types 

of rolls and adding in a balance at the end of each one: we 

have been focused on making sure that we are in ‘gymnastics’ 

mode at all times, remembering how we start and finish a 

routine.  

 

 

Finally, in Design and Technology, we have been making links between our PSHE learning and 

what we know about Roman foods. This week, we recapped our knowledge of food groups and 

then sorted each food into whether they would be eaten by wealthy or poor Romans on 

Hadrian’s Wall. 
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Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) 

With all of this snowy weather, we’ve had so much fun at 

break times!  

 

 

 

   


