
 

Week beginning 16th May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Eugene, George and Kayden!  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 172   Helvellyn 147      Blencathra 150 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we have continued to 

focus on lifecycles within nature. We again visited the pond and were able 

to explore and see different wildlife but unfortunately we weren’t quite as 

successful as last week! We hope that the tadpoles that we discovered last 

week have actually now transitioned into froglets as we couldn’t find any 

in the pond! In Year 1, we then applied our learning by creating a piece of 

writing linked to the life-cycle of a frog or a butterfly. We were able to recall the different stages 

within a life-cycle and then explain what was happening within each of the different stages. In 

Reception, we continued to create our life-cycle diagrams where we were drawing and labelling 

the different parts of the life-cycle for either a butterfly or a frog. 

 

In our computing learning, we have continued to build our understanding of controlling and 

moving a robot. Linked to the BeeBots, we have been working out how to use the different 

controls: last week we focussed on forwards and backwards movements whereas this week we 

focused on the movements left to right. We needed to use our problem-solving skills and 

persevering skills to work out how to move the BeeBots to given places within a map. It is great 

to see our confidence growing week by week linked to our computing learning and we are now 

confidently able to identify the different buttons on a BeeBot and move them in a sequence to a 

given location. 

 

In our history and understanding the world 

learning, we have continued to develop our 

knowledge of the Jubilee and how the 

Platinum Jubilee is going to be celebrated 

this year. We looked back throughout 

history to see how the Queen has 

celebrated her previous jubilees and also 

discovered how the Platinum Jubilee this 

year is going to be celebrated. We have 

also continued to create our Jubilee 

bunting in our design and technology learning and it is looking incredible! We cannot wait for it 

to be finished and hopefully for it to be incorporated into both our school Jubilee celebration and 

the local community celebration within the village hall. We are incredibly impressed with the 
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children’s independence when sewing and the designs look fantastic, watch out Great British 

Sewing Bee- Class 1 might give you some competition!! 

 

In our PE and physical development 

learning, we have started to refine our 

skills ready for our upcoming sports day. 

We have been applying some of the skills 

that we have developed within different 

sports and activities throughout the year 

in order to support us in this. We have 

been exploring different throwing 

activities and needed to focus on our 

hand to eye coordination to enable us to 

effectively throw towards a target, using 

the correct technique. 

 

In our maths learning in Year 1, we have been continuing to develop our understanding of 

measurement; this week focusing on capacity and volume. We have been developing our 

understanding of the language used to describe capacity and volume and then have been 

applying this knowledge when solving different problems. We 

have also been applying our knowledge of mathematical 

symbols linked to greater than, less than and equal to when 

solving different problems. In our maths learning in 

Reception, we have been exploring numbers up to 20. We 

have been counting up to and back from 20 and have been 

looking at some of the composition of numbers including how 

numbers above 10 compromise of numbers in the tens and 

ones. We have used Numicon to support this and have also 

been developing our understanding of odd and even 

numbers. In our maths learning in Nursery, we have been 

looking at prepositional language which refers to where objects are. We have been exploring our 

outdoor area linked to prepositional language including climbing under and over the wooden 

equipment or standing next to certain things. We have also been using our listening skills to 

follow prepositional instructions in order to create patterns 

using coloured wooden blocks.  

 

In our phonics learning in Year 1, we have been continuing 

to develop our understanding of alternative sounds, 

particularly using our ‘choose to use’ rules in order to 

determine which sounds and letters need to be used based 

on the given word. It is a rather tricky skill to learn but 

we are persevering and working really, really hard. In our 
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phonics learning in Reception, we have continued to focus on consonant clusters within words 

and we have been working hard to use our listening skills to segment sounds carefully within a 

word and then apply this when writing. In Nursery phonics, we have been exploring different 

instruments and singing songs and rhymes. We have also been developing our fine motor skills 

through mark making.  

 

In our RE and 

understanding the 

world learning, we 

continued to develop 

our understanding of 

the Buddhist festival, 

Wesak. We learnt 

about why the 

festival is celebrated 

and how people 

celebrate. We then 

created our own Wesak lanterns! 

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In Literacy this week we have been working on our Hot Write. We stretched our imitating muscles 

and used our plans to support us in writing our own stories.  We checked our work as we went 

so we could edit and amend as required.  

 

In RE this week we have been learning about Christian marriage. We learned about the marriage 

service, that the couple exchange rings and what this means. We also learned about some of the 

promises that couples make to each other. We then stretched our imitating and collaborating 

muscles and wrote some promises that we thought were important: we spent some time reflecting 

on these and noticed that many of the promises we had written were promises that are important 

in all relationships, such as being honest, being a good friend, listening and sharing and caring 

for each other! 

 

In French, we have been reflecting on what we have learned so far! We were introduced to the 

alphabet en Francais and stretched our imitating muscles as we learned some of it- we will 

continue with this next week! 

 

In our PE lessons this week, we began developing our skills for sports day; practicing the 

different races, including running and skipping.  We worked collaboratively in teams to 

encourage each other! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week in history, we have 

been learning all about Marie 

Curie and why she is an 

important figure in history. 

After completing some research, 

we learnt that Marie was a 

scientist and she married another scientist called Pierre. Together, 

they studied chemistry and physics and they discovered two key 

elements; radium and polonium. These elements were a scientific 

breakthrough and with their hard work and determination they 

helped to develop radiation to cure people with cancer. Through 

our planning and research, we found out that Marie had been 

awarded two Nobel Prizes for her studies and work as a 

scientist. We were all blown away to hear that she was the first 

ever woman to win one of these prestigious prizes and she has inspired many other ladies to 

become scientists themselves. We completed a fact sheet about Marie Curie using our research 

and we persevered using our noticing skills to put the correct information in each section. As we 

were discussing Marie, we made links to our prior history 

learning and we were able to explain how and why they 

linked together.  

   

During our geogrpahy lesson this week, we have been 

carrying on with our study of the continents and oceans of 

the Earth. We learnt about the 5 main layers of the Earth; 

the inner core, the outer core, the lower mantle, upper 

mantle and the crust on top. We used our noticing skills to 

label the different layers of the Earth and then we had a 

go at creating our own mini Earths using plasticine. After 

making the layers and building them up, we carefully 

used the bridge method to 

cut the plasticine (our 

Earth) in half to reveal the 

different layers. We linked 

the cutting to our recent 

maths learning about 

fractions and we had a go at quartering our plasticine too.  
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This half term, we have been working super hard on our sewing project and creating a sensory 

(touchy feely) book all about the creatures you may find in the Great Barrier Reef (which links to 

our geography learning). First, we did some research all about the Great Barrier Reef and then 

we sketched some fish, creatures and plants you may find there to plan what we were going to 

sew into our book. Then, we used felt and different materials to cut out our fish and shapes for 

the coral. We persevered really hard to sew the 

fish and pictures onto the pages. At first, we 

found it quite tricky but with lots of 

determination and a ‘can do’ attitude we have 

managed to produce a beautiful sensory book! We 

are so proud of our book.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

This week, we have all really, really enjoyed our maths learning all about 

angles. Building on from some of our earlier outdoor maths lessons - 

where we explored, measured and calculated 

different types of angles- this week, we have 

been using set squares and protractors to 

measure and calculate known and unknown 

angles. Using our knowledge of the properties of 

angles (including angles on a straight line and 

around a point), in Year 5 and 6 we stretched our 

reasoning learning muscle to justify our calculations 

and work out and prove a range of missing angles. 

In Year 6, we also applied our understanding to angles in a range of 

polygons, as well as exploring the relationship between vertically opposite 

angles. In Year 5, we enjoyed recapping our knowledge of quadrilaterals and 

triangles (isosceles, scalene and right angled) and in Year 4, we have been 

identifying different types of angles, triangles and turns.  

 

 

In our computing learning this week, we have been applying 

our angles learning to write different sets of code! At the 

beginning of our lesson, we recapped the code needed to 

make a screen turtle 

move around the screen, 

using the ‘repeat’ 

function to make our 

code more efficient. Once we had explored and debugged 

our code on Turtle Academy, we made links to this learning 

(and our knowledge of angles and degrees of turn) to 

program a sprite in Scratch to move around a point.  
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To do this, we 

had to identify 

how many times we would need the code to repeat, as well as how many degrees each turn 

would need to be. Following this, we explored infinite loops which was very exciting- albeit a 

little dizzy as our sprites moved infinitely around the screen! We stretched our reasoning learning 

muscle to debug our code when it wasn’t quite working 

and we are looking forward to exploring repetition within 

games in the coming weeks.  

 

In preparation for our visit to Newcastle Central Mosque, 

we have been making further links between the 5 Pillars 

of Islam and Christianity. This week, we recapped the 5 

Pillars and how they help Muslims to lead their lives, 

before focusing in a little more detail on Hajj- the 

pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia - and the 

commitment and dedication shown when praying 5 times 

per day. It was excellent to see just how many of us were able to find similarities between these 

two religions and how these religions support a sense of community and belonging- just like we 

explored in our RE lessons earlier in the year. Before we finished the lesson, we discussed how 

important it is to understand different religions, beliefs and cultures and we came up with lots of 

reasons as to why this was important- from being able to understand the world from someone 

else’s point of view, to showing respect towards other people.  

 

In French this week, we have been practising naming different classroom objects. This allowed 

us to further understand the link between masculine, feminine and plurals (for example, un, une, 

des) and apply our knowledge of French colours! 

 

In preparation for our participation in the singing event this half term, we have been learning 

lots of new songs, as well as creating our own musical instruments to take with us. The theme 

this year is ‘One World’: we have written a class conservation eco-statement about how 

important it is to reduce plastic waste so that we can all look after our precious planet. This 

supports our learning in PSHE and geography, as well as our personal development and 

understanding of how we can make the world a better place. We have started to make our 
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instruments out of water bottles, soft plastics and tissue paper, and have been learning different 

rhythms and patterns to perform in our performance pieces. We stretched our making links 

learning muscle by working out which notation we would need to use if we were writing down 

this rhythm- we worked out that it would be two crochets, a semi-quaver and a rest!  

 

Class 3 (Mrs Arnold) 

 

This week we’ve been busy practising our songs for next week’s 

Big Sing in Carlisle. The songs we have been learning are all 

about protecting the planet from human impacts and climate 

change and we have really enjoyed learning them. It will be really 

exciting to perform our own song and 

sing with other schools. So many of us 

also put ourselves forward for solos so 

we have some lovely dynamics with 

small groups and pairs singing 

different sections.  

 

In geography this week, we have been 

further exploring the continent of 

Europe, this time with the focus on its 

five primary rivers. We learned that 

the Volga was the longest river in 

Europe and is located in Russia. 

Alongside the Volga, we also looked at the Danube, the Elbe, the 

Rhine and the Loire. We had to use our knowledge organisers, 

atlases and our tablets to find out key bits of information about 

each of the five rivers including locating their positions and 

drawing them onto our own maps. 

After our fact-finding mission, we 

chose one river to focus on to produce 

a one-page fact file all about it. We had to extend on our existing 

knowledge to include information about the physical and human 

features surrounding our chosen river and its 

path through Europe.  
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Home-learning projects 

Remember, home learning projects are due in school on Wednesday 25
th

 May! You can find a 

reminder here: https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/letters/290422_Home_learning_projects.pdf   

 

New reading books 

 

This week, we received a very exciting delivery... 7 boxes of brand new reading books! As well 

as extra dictionaries, thesaurus and atlases, we have a brand new set of phonics books that are 

linked to our new phonics scheme, as well as lots of Accelerated 

Reader reading books. We also 

have lots of new titles (many of 

which have just been released 

this year- including some 

award-winners!) and we are 

all looking forward to reading 

them...even our teachers! Miss 

Hutton and Mrs Arnold could 

barely contain their excitement 

as they looked through the 

boxes and lots of us have said 

that we’ll aim to finish our 

current reading books quickly, so that we can read these 

brand new books!  

 

A huge thank you to the Class 3 children who asked if they could stamp and sort the new books 

and tick them off the invoice! Thank you! 

 

  

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/letters/290422_Home_learning_projects.pdf
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New plants 

Have you noticed our new plant pots on the railings at the front of the school? Year 6 worked 

with Mr Davidson to plant them up on Tuesday morning and we think you’ll agree that they’ve 

done a brilliant job! We used our RHS Schools Gardening 

Vouchers (that we received as a 

result of all of our hard work last 

year in Gardening Club) and have 

a few more conifers and plants to 

go in next week.  

 

To make the front of our school 

even more attractive, we have 

worked together to plant our sunflowers this week, too! We have 

planted them just behind the wall at the front of the building and 

hope that they grow nice and tall over 

the next few months! 

 

Class 1 and 2 help[ed to pick some 

rhubarb that we took around to the 

Hub, too! 
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