
 

Week beginning 16
th

 November 2020 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Joss, James and Louisa 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  79     Helvellyn  88    Blencathra  80  

 

 

Class 1 News: 

 

In Class 1 this week we have been exploring the 

Van Gogh painting 'A Starry Night' and enjoyed 

making predictions about what the painting 

represented. We then discussed how we were 

going to recreate the painting ourselves: we 

began by painting the background, layering up 

the colours to represent the waves in the sky. 

We also experimented with varying tints of each 

colour to add depth to our painting. Next, we created silhouettes to represent the buildings in 

the foreground and also added stars by blending oil pastels in circular motions. Our finished 

artwork looks amazing!  

 

We have also been learning all about Diwali and 

have found it fascinating learning about how 

people celebrate this special Hindu festival. We 

watched videos that showed how people celebrate 

and looked at images of Diyas (Diwali lamps) and 

Rangoli patterns: we also found out about Lakshmi, 

the goddess of wealth, and the importance of light 

in the festival. We also learnt about the story of 

Rama and Sita. To consolidate our learning, we 

then created our own Diyas using clay and Rangoli 

patterns using colourful sand.  

 

Class 2 News: 

 

During our History lessons this week, we have been learning all 

about the ‘Amesbury Archer’ and we discovered that he was a man 

from the Bronze Age. He was found buried with over 100 items in 

his grave which told archeologists more about the Bronze Age era 

and his life in about 2,300BC. His grave was the richest ever 

found in Britain (from the early Bronze Age period) and contained 

the country’s first gold objects. He was found during excavation in advance of a housing  
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development in Amesbury, Wiltshire, and the man was dubbed the “Amesbury Archer” or the 

“King of Stonehenge” by the media. After doing our own research about the Amesbury Archer, 

we wrote our findings into paragraphs. We made links between the Stone Age and the Bronze 

Age; using our noticing skills to talk about the different items 

that were found in his grave.  

 

In Phonics, we have been working hard on reading real and 

alien (nonsense) words. This week, we used our decoding skills 

to focus on the graphemes ‘au and aw’. We used sound buttons 

to identify each sound within the word, before blending these 

sounds to form a word. We tried a range of different strategies 

for decoding an unknown word which was especially useful for those tricky alien words! We 

feel that our reading is really improving and we are building upon our vocabulary every day.  

 

This half term, we are learning about the Bronze 

Age. In Design and Technology, we have started to 

create our very own Bronze Age Roundhouses, using 

our planning learning muscle to create a detailed 

plan for our project, including labels to identify the 

materials we would use. We were really excited to 

use junior hacksaws to cut our materials to the 

correct length, having measured each wooden dowel 

first. We had 

to really 

manage our 

distractions so that we cut our wood accurately, making 

sure that we wore our safety goggles, too! Our resilience 

was certainly tested with the saw as it was quite 

difficult to cut the wood but we think they look great so 

far. The next steps for our projects are to weave some 

card or paper around the wooden pieces to create the 

outside of the roundhouse and then create a thatched 

roof. We are really enjoying our roundhouse project and we have been comparing these to the 

houses from the different Stone Age eras. We look forward to showing you our finished pieces 

in the near future. Thank you Miss Johnstone and Mr Mitchinson for helping us saw the wood 

safely! 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been continuing to learn 

formal written methods for the four operations, as well as using 

and applying our knowledge of multiplication and division facts. 

In Year 6, we have really enjoyed finding common factors of a 

range of numbers and we have been working really hard to 

complete our learning systematically and logically, making sure we 

don’t miss out any of these factors. In Year 5, we have been using 

our knowledge of place value and partitioning to learn the grid 

method and formal written method for multiplication (including 

when multiplying a 2dg number by a 2dg number) and, in Year 

4, we have been making links to our multiplication and division 

facts to create factor families for the 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12 timetables. We have also started to 

complete a weekly arithmetic activity, so that we can develop our fluency and recall of these 

key skills.  

 

In our literacy learning, we have been building towards writing 

our quest tale ‘warm writes’. At the beginning of the week, we 

‘tuned into the text’ by creating our writing toolkits- these help us 

remember what we need to include in our stories. We explored 

contrasting settings, writing similes, metaphors, personification and 

other interesting details to hook the read in, before applying these 

in our final stories. We are 

also really challenging 

ourselves to include a range of sentence structures and 

types of punctuation, including complex sentences with 

embedded clauses to add more detail.  

 

As part of our literacy learning, we 

have also been learning lots of new 

vocabulary from our model text and the story of Varjak Paw. In our model 

text, we have found the dictionary definitions of ‘lash’, ‘globule’, ‘abyss’ 

and ‘cavernous’. After working out which dictionary definition was the 

right one, we have been reciting this every time Miss Hutton shouts out one of these new 

words- sometimes, she tricks us and calls out the definition and we have to recall the actual 

word. We are really enjoying this and have asked for a word of the day display in our 

classroom.  
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As part of our music lessons, we have continued to 

made links to our learning from last half term; 

identifying and playing crotchets, minims, quavers and 

semibreves. Building on our exploration of ‘Lean On Me’ 

(by Bill Withers) from last week, we also compared and 

contrasted this piece of music to ‘He Still Loves Me’ from 

an American musical, where the main characters try to 

revive a church choir in order to enter a gospel competition: this formed a clue as to the genre 

of music we were listening to: gospel. We 

identified the pulse or beat of the song and 

compared how the pitch changed in the most 

uplifting sections. As part of our music appraisal 

and listening skills, we also tried to identify the 

number of vocalists, including whether they were 

soloists, male or female or part of a choir. We 

shared ideas about how the two pieces of music made us feel and 

what impact they could have on the listener.  

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

In science this week, we have consolidated our knowledge about our solar 

system by making a solar system model out of fruit. We used our existing 

knowledge of the sun and the planets to decide which fruit would be best 

to represent which planet. We worked out that if one quarter of the sun was represented by 2 

large open umbrellas then our solar system’s smallest planet, Mercury, would 

be represented by a peppercorn! Earth and Venus would be cherry tomatoes, 

while Mars would be a blueberry. The largest planet in our solar system, 

Jupiter, would be a watermelon, while Saturn would be a large grapefruit, 

Uranus a large orange and Neptune a smaller apple!   This was a fun way 

to see the size differences of the planets in relation 

to each other. Following on from this, we took a 

closer look at our planet, Earth, and how it 

interacts with the sun and the moon. After 

watching an animation, we drew diagrams in our 

books to explain how the moon orbits the Earth 

and the Earth orbits the sun. We then studied the phases of the moon and 

asked and answered ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions to discover which the part 

of the moon we can see from earth, as it changes through each of its 

month-long cycles.  
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In History this week, we have been looking at clues from the past to draw our own 

conclusions and hypothesises about what life was 

like at a certain point in history. We explored the 

difference between primary and secondary sources of 

evidence and how historians need to ask important 

questions about the evidence in primary sources to 

form theories, which would be used to create 

secondary sources. We had a chance to see and 

imagine how different historians may come up with 

different theories through carrying out our own 

enquiry into the Ancient Egyptian Pyramids. We 

stretched our questioning learning muscle by asking 

important questions and examining the facts and clues we can gain from primary sources: 

this enabled us to refine our questions and make our own theories about the 

pyramids and what they may have been for. We were all surprised to find out 

that Pyramids stopped being built thousands of years before the end of the 

Ancient Egyptian civilisation and the fact that most of the pyramids were found 

to be totally empty, and have been since ancient times. We capitalised on the 

evidence available, and compared the tombs in the pyramids to those found and 

excavated in The Valley of The Kings, further south along the river Nile. From 

this, we made our own hypothesises about why pyramids ceased to be built 

and why they began to bury important members of their society in underground tombs. We 

discovered that tombs in The Valley of The Kings were better preserved and still contained 

many artefacts, especially the tomb of Pharaoh Tutankhamun which was recovered in the 

1920s by British Archaeologist Howard Carter. We looked at this famous discovery and 

watched a video that showed how the mysteries of Ancient Egypt are still being uncovered 

today, with the use of technologies that allow historians and scientists to answer many more 

of the important questions they’ve been asking for centuries.  
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Collective Worship  

 

Our Picture News assembly this week allowed us to think carefully about 

democracy, which is one of our British Values. Based on the presidential 

elections in the United States of America, we learnt a little bit about Joe 

Biden and Kamala Harris’ vision for the country; listening to the victory 

speeches that they made. We were fascinated to learn that Kamala Harris 

has also made history as she is not only the first woman in American 

history to become the Vice President, but also the first black and south 

Asian American, too. This helped us to think about democracy and rights 

for all people, as well as celebrating diversity and differences.  

 

On Saturday 14
th

 November, the Hindu festival of Diwali was be celebrated all over the world. 

In our assembly, we watched videos of how the celebrations took p[lace (which were slightly 

different this year) and we listened to a special prayer that is said during this festival. We 

really stretched our Empathy and Listening learning muscle to try and see the world from the 

viewpoint of someone else. This also linked to British Values, where we can show tolerance 

and respect to people of different religions and cultures. On Thursday, we listened to the 

Hindu story of Rama and Sita and made links to how being kind to each other can be like the 

light in the darkness: just like in this religious story.  

 

 

 

 

 

    

Monday 16
th

 November -Odd Sock Day, Anti-Bullying Week 

As part of Anti-bullying week, we asked if everyone could wear 

odd socks to school this Monday, so that we could celebrate 

how unique we all are! As part of this special week, we have 

been learning rules and key messages about how we can be 

united against bullying, and listened to stories from children 

all over the UK who had experienced repeated acts of physical, 

verbal, cyber or indirect bullying. The key messages from our 

learning about anti-bullying can be found in the jigsaw pieces on 

this page: we agreed that, like a jigsaw, we are all pieces of a 

puzzle and only when each and every piece of the puzzle is slotted 

together, can we be truly united against bullying. 

Thank you to everyone who wore odd socks! 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

  

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

Home Learning Projects 

 

We are so pleased to be able to share some of the home learning projects that have been 

uploaded to Tapestry, so far. Remember, projects are due on Tapestry by Monday 7
th

 

December. Well done to everyone who has made a start, already!  
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