
 

  Week beginning 16
th
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Learners of the Week: Zoe, Alex R and Seb 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  57    Helvellyn  75  Blencathra  58 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths in Class 1 this week, we have been focusing on the concept 

of more and less. We explored the concept through different activities 

including songs, counting physical objects and playing the game ‘What’s 

the time Mr Wolf’, which we loved! We have been using our noticing 

skills to identify if there are more or less items when comparing two 

groups, but have also been focusing on identifying 

one more or one less than a given number. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we 

have been recapping the letters and sounds that 

we have learnt this half term. We cannot believe that we have already 

learnt 16 letters and are able to link them to their corresponding sounds, 

actions and rhymes. We have done a brilliant job this half term and we 

cannot wait to learn more next half term and continue to work on our 

development as emergent readers and writers. In Nursery in phonics, we 

have been exploring the tempo of musical instruments, describing the sounds we could hear and 

altering the speed in which we played to create faster and slower sounds. 

We have also been developing our fine motor skills by threading beads.  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning 

this week, we focused on festivals and 

celebrations and what these words mean. We 

made some brilliant links to our recent harvest 

festival and identified that there are many different ways in which 

people celebrate around the world. We focused this week on the 

Buddhist festival of Wesak. We enjoyed learning about how Wesak is 

celebrated in different countries around the world and were really 

intrigued by the bathing the Buddha ceremony. 
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In our science and understanding the world learning 

this week, we continued to focus on the human 

skeleton. We recalled the knowledge we developed last 

week including naming different 

parts of the skeleton, including the 

skull, spine and the ribs and the 

different purposes they have. We 

then created our own skeleton 

diagrams, thinking carefully about 

where the different bones are found in our body, and where would find 

different joints which enable us to move our body in different ways. 

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning this week we finished our learning 

about the United Kingdom focusing on Northern Ireland. We learnt about some of the different 

landmarks found in Northern Ireland and also learnt some key facts. We were really intrigued by 

the Giants Causeway and the Carrick-A-Rede rope bridge. In Year 1, we then finished our Great 

Britain landmark sheet, which documents a landmark from each of the four countries, whereas 

Reception created landmarks using different resources in our continuous provision. 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design we finalised our learning about 

Thomas Gainsborough and portraits. We learnt 

about who Thomas Gainsborough was and 

why he is regarded as an influential artist. We 

noticed that lots of his paintings are dark 

which illuminates the person in the portrait 

even more. We then created some portraits in 

the style of Thomas Gainsborough using 

watercolours.  

Year 1 spellings: 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week we have been testing our Roman catapults in our 

DT learning. This was so exciting and we really enjoyed 

firing small scrunched up pieces of paper across the 

classroom carpet (in a controlled environment of course!). 

First, we got into groups of three to see if our catapults 

worked. After trialing each one, we discovered that 3 out of 

6 of them successfully fired. However, the other three 

Roman catapults broke as we were testing them out. We discussed why we thought that they 

broke and these are some of the reasons that we came up with; the glue gun glue was not 

strong enough alone (we maybe needed to tape them together too), we were too rough when 

testing them, or our card triangles to join them together 

were not strong enough to strengthen each join. After that, 

we chose the best three catapults to use in a competition 

to see which groups 

catapult could fire the 

furthest. We linked this to 

our measuring learning in 

maths, measured each shot in millimeters before adding up the 

scores at the end.  

  

In our phonics and spelling work this week, in Year 2, we have 

been learning our new spellings; fast, last, past, class, grass and pass. We looked at the new 

spellings and spotted any patterns we could see and then wrote 

each spelling down. In Year 1, our spellings for this week are; 

some, come, one, once and ask. We had a go at creating the words 

and letters out of playdough, again to help with our fine motor 

skills. In our phonics learning, we have been looking at the 

sounds; gn, ore and ey. We are becoming more confident with our 

reading in Class 2 and this is down to everybody’s hard work, 

determination 

and support 

from 

parents/carers 

at home.  
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During our literacy learning this week, we moved into the independent innovation stage. This is 

where we change our class model text to include our own ideas, focusing on Plop’s feelings in 

particular. To begin this process, we first looked at examples from the model text for how Plop 

was feeling at different parts of the story. For 

example; ‘Unfortunately, Plop was afraid of the dark’, 

‘Plop let out a sigh, a smile crept across his face,’ and 

‘Plop felt brave’. We unpicked the meanings of these 

words and phrases before innovating on them so that 

they were our own 

sentences. Some great 

examples of our 

innovations were; 

‘Weirdly, Plop was 

petrified of the dark’, 

‘Plop was finally relieved’ and ‘a huge beam swept across Plop’s 

face’. Over the rest of the week, we used our innovations to create 

our own story mountains for a tale of change.  

  

In our maths learning in Year 1 this week, we have been focusing 

on addition problems where we had to use our knowledge of 

numbers and calculations to find and create fact families. We 

persevered reading the word problems and then worked out which 

mathematical operation we had to use to get to the answer. We discussed the difference between 

addition and subtraction, too. In Year 2 we have been learning to add by making 10, add 3 one-

digit numbers and add to the next 10, before working out how to 

cross over the tens towards the end of the week. We recapped 

the number bonds to 10, 20, 30 and 100 which was incredibly 

helpful as we needed to use these facts within our learning. In 

Year 3 we learnt how to add and subtract 1s across a 10 and 

how to add 10s across 100. This 

learning was quite tricky so we 

had to collaborate to work out 

some of the answers, making 

sure that we used our knowledge 

of number to help us.  
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

What an excellent end to an excellent half 

term in Class 2! This week - in our literacy 

learning - we have been working incredibly 

hard to create our very own stories about 

Plop: the owl who was afraid of the dark! 

Having built up our knowledge of how 

stories are structured and the techniques that 

we could use over the last four weeks, at the 

end of this week, we got to put all of our 

wonderful ideas together to create our stories. With calming music 

playing in the background, we started Thursday’s lesson by 

reminding ourselves of our plans and how we described Plop as part of our warm writes last 

week. Before we knew it, we had all written our opening paragraph, 

build up and dilemma and - for some of us - that meant that we’d 

written three pages! On Friday, we read what we had already 

written to check for any errors or areas that we could improve before 

completing our stories. By lunchtime, 

we had all finished our narratives 

and we enjoyed sharing our favourite 

sections with one another on the 

Story-teller’s stool, wearing the Story-

teller’s cape, of course! We have all 

made incredible progress this half term and we are all incredibly 

proud of our stories.  

 

Just like in our writing, we 

have made lots of progress in 

our reading this half term 

and we have now come to 

the end of our class text, ‘The 

owl who was afraid of the 

dark’. On Friday, we 

completed our last set of 

VIPERS reading questions and 

looked back over all of our answers from this half term. It was 

fascinating to see whether or not our earlier predictions were 

correct and how Plop had changed throughout the course of the 

book. We also read the remaining pages and found out about how Plop now feels about the 
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dark- why don’t you ask us to tell you what happened in the story? After term, we will be 

beginning a brand new book... we can’t wait! 

 

In our science learning this week, we have summarised all of our learning about light by writing 

our very own non-chronological reports. Using our literacy learning from earlier in the term as a 

basis for our learning, we each recorded what we have learnt about light, reflection, shadows 

and sun safety. We were able to use lots of scientific vocabulary to show what we know and 

we were very proud of how much writing we had completed. We are a little bit sad to have 

finished our light learning but we are looking forward to learning all about materials after the 

half term holiday. 

 

What an excellent half term of learning, Class 2!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We’ve been doing lots of writing this week! In our literacy learning, we 

have been writing some incredible diary entries from the point of view 

of October from our class text “October, October”. We’ve used some 

beautiful descriptive phrases to show her feelings as well as what she 

could see and hear. Another thing we’ve been working on is linking 

our text using fronted adverbials. We’ve worked really hard to guide 

our reader using fronted adverbials to show how, where or when 

something was happening. Mrs Arnold was so impressed; house 

points were flying! 

 

Our VIPERS have been fun this week. We’ve had a little change and have been using some non-

fiction extracts for our reading comprehension. It’s been really interesting to apply our skills in a 

new context. 

 

In maths this week, in Year 5 we have finished our unit on addition 

and subtraction and have moved seamlessly on to multiplication and 

division. So far, we’ve been exploring multiples and finding common 

multiples. In Year 4 we have also finished our unit on addition and 

subtraction and have been putting our knowledge to the test with 

some reasoning and problem-solving activities. In Year 6 we have 

continued to wow with our mathematic acrobatics and have been 

solving multistep problems with agility and confidence and are now 

moving on to exploring order of operations! 

 

At the end of last week, we took our 

keyboard playing skills to the next level and 

learned a whole new piece using C, D and 

E. We were so good that we were able to 

play with the backing music and some of us 

even played solos!  

 

Our history topic exploring the Ancient 

Egyptians really took off this week with a pyramid enquiry. We generated 

our own enquiry questions and learned how to use different sources of evidence to find 

answers. At points, we found that particular sources didn’t contain the information we needed so 

we needed or our questions were too specific so we needed to refine our lines of enquiry by 
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looking at other sources or thinking more widely about our questions in 

order to deduce the answer. We used a wide range of evidence sources 

from the account of an Ancient Greek to topics books and comic strips. It 

was fascinating to the see some inconsistencies in the information across 

sources. We discussed why this might occur.  

 

Finally, we finished off our science topic on Earth and Space this week 

with writing a diary entry. We travelled back in time to the 1600s and 

into the study of Galileo. He had just got back from explaining his 

theories about the heliocentric solar system to the Roman Inquisition and it 

had not gone well. Using this as our inspiration, we wrote diaries from Galileo’s perspective 

detailing what he explained to the Roman Inquisition by using everything we’ve learned this 

term.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Year 5 and 6, we had a brilliant start to the week by completing our Level 1 or Level 2 

Bikeability course! Our instructors were very impressed with our effort and determination and - 

even if we weren’t very confident at first - we all made rapid progress. It was also great to get 

out onto the roads in the village and it was lovely to hear how 

many people had spotted our hardwork and beaming smiles as 

we rode our bikes. Well done everyone! 

 

It is hard to believe that we have completed our first half term of 

the academic year and what a half term it has been! This week, 

we continued to build on our learning in RE by exploring people 

around the world who can be thought of as being influential. We 

studied the work of Martin Luther King Jn, Mother Theresa and 

Malala Yousafzai and thought carefully about their values, 

commitment and choices to try and make the 

world a better place. We then linked this to 

three quotes: one from the Dali Lama 

(Buddhist), one from the Qur’an and one from the Bible. In each quote, we 

identified the meanings and morals that would guide followers and 

worshippers towards, as well as the common 

themes in each quote. We recognised that having 

positive actions and thinking of others can have 

such a positive impact on the world and reflected 

on how these people can be thought of as leaders around the world, 

even if the same religion or beliefs are not followed.  

 

In our design and technology learning, we 

have started to create our Canopic chests!  

This week, we made sure that our 

Computer Aided Designs were finished and 

printed, before applying our maths skills to 

work out the length of each edge as we were challenged to only use 

two pieces of wood each! After measuring and marking the wood, we 

moved to the hall to begin using the saws. It was excellent to see just 

how much we had remembered from our Victorian Vehicles project 

and we all set up our work-station carefully and safely before 

making each cut. In Year 4, we were so excited to begin sawing and 

we are looking forward to getting all of the cuts made after the 
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holidays. We really had to stretch our noticing and revising learning muscles throughout the 

lesson- from not measuring accurately enough, to making a cut in 

error and working out how to solve the problem. All of this 

revising shows just how skilled we are in design and technology 

and we are looking forward to putting our frame together and 

finishing our sawing over the next few weeks. After that, we’ll 

need to make a lid and decorate each chest with Ancient 

Egyptian-inspired hieroglyphics.  

 

We’ve all made so much progress in our reading this half term 

and it has been wonderful to talk about stories, books and things 

that we have enjoyed reading over the last 6 weeks. Even though 

it is the holidays next week, we are 

all keen to continue with our reading 

and continue to aim for Strive for 

Five! 
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Strive for Five 

Having launched Strive for Five at the beginning of term, we are incredibly proud of how hard 

everyone has worked on their reading and just how much progress everyone has made! We now 

have a brand new display in the hall to showcase all of our amazing reading and we already 

have many children on their first reading stars. Reading throughout the holidays will count so 

make sure you keep it up, too! This week, we had a record number of Strive for Fives! Well done 

everyone! 

 

School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 
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