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Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Lexi, James and Freddy 

Headteacher’s Award: Willow 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw 9 Helvellyn 7  Blencathra 11 

 
 
Class 3 News 

 

In literacy this week, we have created story maps of our 

model text (The Tale of Three Wishes) so that we can 

begin to internalise the features of a wishing tale. We 

have been exploring the text at a much deeper level, too; 

reading the story ‘as a reader’ to unpick and explore 

language, subtleties in names and characterisation, and 

‘as a writer’ to highlight literary and figurative features 

that we can ‘Magpie’ when we write our own stories.  

 

In maths, we have been identifying numbers and their place value; writing them in order and 

reasoning why one number is greater or smaller than another. We have also been exploring all 

possibilities when making different combinations of numbers, trying to work in an organised 

and logical way so that we didn’t miss any possibilities. In Year 6, we have started to explore 

rounding (with numbers up to and beyond 10,000,000!) and are working hard to prove and 

explain our answers to make sure we 

have the right answer. 

 

Some of us in Year 5 and 6 have been 

learning how to stay safe on our bikes 

this week, as part of Bikeability training 

with Cyclewise. Our instructors have been 

impressed with how safe we have been 

on the roads and how carefully and 

accurately we have followed instructions. We have been learning 

how to start and stop safely, how to make left and right turns, 

where we should position ourselves on the road (including when 

we are overtaking parked vehicles) and how to make safe U-

turns. Thank you to School Governors Anne and Sarah who 

came along to help.  
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We have been progressing well with our Topic, Land of Hope 

and Glory.  We started our Topic learning by finding out the 

difference between the British Isles, Great Britain and the 

United Kingdom and relating this learning to the Union Jack 

flag.  We have also been using online mapping to locate 

places in the United Kingdom and have completed a variety 

of challenges in relation to this such as finding out how long 

it would take to walk from John O’ Groats to Land’s End.  

We have been working as geographers by asking questions about places and using 

geographical skills such as working out a grid reference.  We will continue to develop 

our knowledge of the UK and some of its features 

and landmarks.   

 

In Science, we have been learning about teeth.  We 

have mapped out our own teeth and carried out an 

investigation to find out which drinks damage teeth 

the most.  We used eggs, where the eggshell 

represented the enamel on our teeth, and placed 

these in jars with 

different drinks.  We used 

orange juice, water, blackcurrant squash, Pepsi and vinegar.  

Vinegar was used to show the damage that acid can do to our 

teeth as plaque and sugar combined can turn acidic and cause 

cavities.  Surprisingly, the diluted blackcurrant squash 

damaged the eggshells more than the Pepsi!  

 

In RE we are learning about Christianity with a focus on commitment and belonging.  

This week we have started to look at Harvest celebrations.  We discussed how Harvest 

is different now (than in the past) as we have access to a variety of food all year 

round and do not need to store our crops for the winter.  We also investigated Harvest 

celebrations in Poland and in Spain.  We are writing poems or prayers about being 

thankful.   

 

In computing, we have been using Scratch to design 

our own ‘sprite’ and ‘stage’.  We have been very 

creative and stretched our collaboration muscles 

throughout our challenge.  We will continue to develop 

our projects, writing and debugging our code as we 

go.  
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Class 2 News  

 

In our Science topic ‘Light’, we have been exploring how shadows 

are formed. We went onto the playground and drew around each 

other’s shadows. We had to use our collaborating skills to stand still 

so our partner could accurately draw around our shadows.  Then 

we discussed the terms ‘opaque, transparent and shadow’ using 

examples for each. After our practical task we looked at different 

objects and decided if they were opaque or transparent.  

 

In Literacy we have been persevering with our Talk 4 Writing hand 

actions to help us to retell the story ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the 

Dark’. These actions have enabled us to recall the story in great 

depth to each other in the class. We are currently in the process of 

creating our own version of the story using our great imaginations. 

We have then 

been using these 

fantastic visual 

aids to help us to 

remember to add 

in great sentence 

openers. As we 

carry on using 

these story prompts, we will be the best 

writers we can possibly be!  

 

 

Class 1 News 

In Class 1 this week we have been developing our knowledge of 

Harvest and how it is celebrated. We found out how crops are 

produced and researched some of the different foods which are 

grown. We also discovered how and why harvest is celebrated and 

Year 1 created a wonderful acrostic poem.  
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We have also continued to dev elop our knowledge of the story of Handa’s Surprise, creating our 

own story maps to detail the different animals and fruits described in the story. We also had 

the opportunity to try the different fruits from our class book. It was exciting to explore the 

different tastes  and textures and we created observational drawings of the different fruits.  We 

worked together to prepare the fruits ready to try ourselves! They were delicious!  

 

 

After School Clubs 

 

Our after school clubs are all up and running and we are enjoying 

learning new skills and working with a range of different children.  

 

In Ric’s Monday after school club, we are learning and practicing 

cricket skills, including fielding, throwing, batting and team tactics.   

 

In craft club we are making objects out of natural resources to sell at the Craft Fair in the 

village in November. We are also making autumnal crafts, again using natural materials that 

we have found. We have decided to look at the resources that we are using so that we are 

looking after the environment and not using plastic unnecessarily. We would like 

parents and children to find and bring in natural 

materials so that we can make 

things out of them and raise money 

for our school. We would like wood 

(including bark and sticks), acorns 

and pinecones, log slices, conkers, 

interesting branches and sticks.  

We can’t wait to make all of the crafts. Thank you for your help. 
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Assemblies this week 

 

In our singing assembly this week, we have been learning ‘Happy’ to make sure that our week 

starts off on a really positive note! We set ourselves a ‘Tweak of the Week’ challenge  to make 

sure we are all showing excellent manners, being kind and being helpful and the School 

Learning Council will report back on the progress of this during celebration assembly each 

week! 

 

We have also been learning how to take responsibility for ourselves and our belongings through 

a story. We heard about a little boy forgetting his PE kit and the impact this had on the rest of 

his day, as well as how it affected his friends and teachers. Next week, we are all going to try 

really hard to remember all of our equipment. 

 

Rachel from NISCU held an assembly on Friday- we reflected on our start to the school year so 

far and shared songs, prayers and thoughts for the new school 

year.  

 

School Council 

 

We have elected our School Learning Council and we have had our 

first meeting! We have a new folder with space for us to record our 

ideas and improvements, as well as the minutes from our meetings. 

Our School Learning Council 

this year includes: Olivia, 

Elora, Bailey, Chloe, Evie, 

Ellen, Louisa, Amber, Ruby, 

James, Willow, Freddy, George 

and Lewis.   

 

Official positions are: Olivia (Chair), Chloe (Secretary), 

Elora and Bailey (Treasurers).   

 

We look forward to sharing our plans with you soon!  

 

PE Kits 

 

Here is another reminder for parents to help us remember that PE kits are needed in school on 

the following days (and whenever we are attending sports after school clubs).  In line with our 

behaviour system, points will be lost for not having the correct uniform in school, including PE 

kits. Parents will receive a text if we don’t have our full PE kit and points are lost after two 

instances. 

Class 1 (Nursery, Reception and Year 1): Tuesday (Ric Armstrong) and Wednesday (Miss Hepworth) 

Class 2 (Year 2 and 3): Tuesday (Ric Armstrong) and Wednesday (Miss Johnstone) 

Class 3 (Year 4, 5 and 6): Monday afternoon (Ric Armstrong). 


