
 

  Week beginning 16
th

 and 22
nd

 April 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 16
th

 April: Ivy, Lockie and Freddy 

      w/c 22
nd

 April: Cora, Flynn, Jemima and Hannah 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  179    Helvellyn  195   Blencathra  174 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 16
th

 April 

 

In our maths learning in Nursery this week we have 

been focusing on colour recognition. We explored a 

range of different colours, naming the colour we 

could see and then completing matching and 

searching games to solidify our understanding. We 

had fun collecting items from around the classroom 

to match to the different colours of the rainbow and really enjoyed exploring colour mixing using 

paint! In our maths learning in Reception, we have started to develop our number knowledge 

beyond 10. We explored how numbers above 10 are formed using tens and 

ones, using the Numicon to visually represent how teen numbers are 

formed. We also looked at the different numerals between 0 and 20 to 

recognise the pattern that emerges as numbers 

increase. We then completed a range of activities to 

develop our understanding further, using our 

subitising and counting skills to help us when 

identifying teen numbers. We are going to keep on 

exploring these skills over the coming weeks as it is 

rather tricky! 

 

In our phonics in Reception this week, we began our new learning about CVCC words 

(consonant, vowel, consonant, consonant). We discovered that sometimes 

we can miss letters when segmenting and blending longer words and so 

had to carefully use our Listening Len skills to identify each of the sounds 

in our CVCC words for accuracy. In our phonics in Nursery this week, we 

enjoyed playing an animal lotto game, using our voices to imitate the 

different sounds. We also used our imagining skills to help us to predict 

what might happen next in a story and playing a fish for a nursery 

rhyme game.   
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

16
th

 April 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we have continued our learning about 

plants, this week focusing on the different 

conditions plants need to enable them to grow 

successfully. We discovered that plants, like humans, cannot survive 

without certain things and enjoyed exploring this outside. In Reception and 

Year 1, we also created some brilliant diagrams to represent the different conditions which plants 

need to survive and thrive. 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning, this week we began 

our new focus: landscapes. We enjoyed looking at different examples of 

landscapes, making some great links to our geography learning about 

human and physical geography features from the Spring Term. We 

discussed our thoughts and observations about the different landscapes 

(exploring photographs and artistic representations of landscapes) and 

then focused on paintings created by the artist John 

Constable. We made some great comments about the 

different techniques used by Constable in his artwork 

and are looking forward to having ago ourselves 

soon. 

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning we began learning 

about oceans and continents around the world. We enjoyed looking at 

different continents and oceans on a large world map and shared some of our own prior 

knowledge about our world. We then had 

the opportunity to develop our knowledge of 

continents and oceans through exploring 

different books from our school library. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 22
nd

 April 

 

In our maths learning in Nursery this week, we 

have been developing our knowledge of numbers 

between 1 and 5. We developed our knowledge 

of the numerals 1 to 5 using number formation 

rhymes to support us. We also explored different representations of the 

numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 including using Numicon and counting out 

specific numbers of objects to match a dice. In our maths learning in 

Reception this week we have continued learning about 

numbers above 10. We ordered different towers based on their values from 

smallest to largest, with a particular focus on numbers containing 10 and then 1s. 

We also practised counting above 20 this week using our noticing skills to 

continue the pattern and are becoming more confident every day. 

 

In our phonics in Reception this week we have 

continued our learning about CVCC words and using 

our listening skills to carefully segment the different sounds in 

words. In phonics in Nursery, we have been exploring different 

mouth noises and how changing the shape of our mouths impacts 

the sounds we create. We have also enjoyed 

listening to objects in a box and guessing what 

the objects could be. Our older Nursery children have been exploring 

syllables and have been digging for initial sounds treasure which was good 

fun! 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, 

we began our new story, The 3 

little pigs. We enjoyed 

investigating the clues for what 

the story could be and generating 

our own actions for the story 

when retelling it aloud too. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)  

22nd April 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, 

we enjoyed applying our knowledge of plants and 

growth by planting some sunflower seeds. We 

recapped the different things that plants needed to 

help them grow and the different stages in the life 

cycle of a plant. Before planting, we used our noticing 

skills to explore the sunflower seeds, identifying the different colours and patterns on the seeds 

which was really interesting. We also looked at an example of a bulb which was interesting to 

compare to the seeds. Then for the fun part, planting! We used tools to help us to fill plant pots 

with compost and then added our seeds carefully. Afterwards we then watered the seeds and 

placed them in a bright, warm place on the windowsill in our classroom. 

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning, we 

continued our learning about continents and oceans around the 

world. In Year 1, we took a more in depth look at the different names 

of the continents and oceans and then labelled a world map with 

the different continents and oceans. In Nursery and Reception, we 

enjoyed sorting animals into animals that live on the land and 

animals which live in the ocean using our world map to support us. We also began to discuss 

warmer and colder climates and sorted animals based on the 

habitat in which they live. 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we focused on 

the celebration of Eid within the religion of Islam. We linked back 

to our learning about Ramadan and enjoyed learning about some 

of the different ways in which Eid is celebrated. 

 

In our PSHE learning, we continued to 

build on our knowledge of health and eating a healthy diet. We 

recapped the learning we did last week about the food wheel and 

different types of foods, this week focusing on selecting foods from 

different groups to create our own healthy plates. In Year 1, we also 

focused in more detail around the different food groups on the food 

wheel and how the different food groups support healthy development. 
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We also had a brilliant time exploring our outdoor 

environment, particularly playing in the mud kitchen 

and building dens. 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

What a busy couple of weeks we have had back in school! In our science 

learning, we have started our new unit of learning all about plants. After 

exploring lots of new vocabulary linked to plants and germination, we have 

started and set up two investigations to find out about what seeds needs to 

germinate and whether or not it matters which way up a bulb is planted. In 

our first investigation, we worked together to 

devise our method, making sure that we only had 

one variable (whether or not the seeds were given 

water). We then set about making sure that we put the same amount 

of compost in the same sized containers, before adding a seed of the 

same size and variety, before finally putting them in the same 

location in the classroom! We’ll measure any growth that we see over 

the next few weeks and think carefully about whether or not we can 

prove (or disprove) what seeds need to germinate!  

 

In our French learning, we have started a brand-new unit all about 

the weather! At the start of our lessons, we have been practising how to say days of the week 

and months of the year so that we can put all of this learning together and act out the weather 

forecast for different days and for different months. We all enjoyed using actions to help us 

remember the new vocabulary- particularly when describing the weather as being hot, cold and 

windy! 

 

We’re really enjoying learning all about reggae music in our music lessons, in Class 2! Having 

listened to a number of different pieces, we are now starting to be able to make suggestions 

about the tempo, instruments and structure used in many reggae songs and we have been 

learning how to clap out different rhythms to fit with each tune. We have also had great fun 

exploring the tempo of different pieces of music whilst singing a reggae-inspired piece called 
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‘Zootime’. Pretending to be different zoo animals, we moved, swayed, wiggled and flapped in 

time to the different tempos- it was great fun! We’ll build on this learning over the next few 

weeks by using untuned percussion to play along, making sure that we stay in time. 

 

In our RE and computing learning, we have been thinking 

carefully about communities and the communities that we 

belong to. We explored how being part of a community can 

make us feel, before working together to learn how to make 

effective, eye-catching posters all 

about us and our communities. 

In these lessons, we discovered 

how to add text; change the 

font, colour and size of the text; and how to insert images. Before 

making any changes, we made sure that the reader would be able 

to read the text (no tiny text or fancy fonts allowed!) and thought 

about whether or not the layout made the content easy to read.  

 

 

Finally, in our literacy learning, we have 

worked incredibly hard to write letters inspired by the story, Meerkat 

Mail. Pretending to be Sunny the Meerkat, we wrote a letter home to 

describe all of the adventures that we had been on and how they made 

us feel: from driving rain to squelching marshes, poor Sunny realised that 

being at home wasn’t too bad after all! In this 

piece of writing, we made sure that we 

included expanded noun phrases, similes and 

alliteration to describe the different settings, 

as well as collective nouns, fronted adverbial 

phrases and repetition of key phrases to add detail and interest. We 

are very proud of what we have written and we had time to share a 

few letters with each other before home-time. We love sitting on the 

Story-teller’s Stool and wearing the Story-teller’s cape when we read 

them out loud!  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

We have been busy in Year 1 and 2 learning our new 

spellings. In Year 1, we have been learning to spell the 

words; I, a, do, was and are. In Year 2, we have been 

learning the 

words; sky, 

shy, gym, 

cylinder, 

brochure, chalet, 

Christmas, soup, youth and acoustic. We carefully looked 

at each word, discussing any spelling patterns we could 

identify and we then had a go at writing out each word, 

trying to remember how to spell each one correctly.  

 

In our history learning, we have moved onto learning all about World War One (WW1). We have 

been learning how and why WW1 started, producing a story board for the key events to explain 

how WW1 started and what caused it to become a World War. We learnt that the initial conflict 

started because Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated by a Serbian man on 28
th

 of June 

1914 and that Archduke Ferdinand was the heir to the Austrian Hungarian Empire.  

 

In our maths learning in Year 1, we have been comparing 

volume and measuring and comparing capacity, learning the 

difference between volume and capacity. As a group, we 

collaborated to read and work out how to solve the word 

problems as these were quite tricky. In Year 2, we have been 

continuing our learning all about money and we have been 

making a pound, finding change and solving two-step word 

problems. In Year 3, we have been working extremely hard to 

look at equivalent masses 

(kilograms and grams), 

compare mass and add 

and subtract mass.  
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In our literacy learning, we have been studying our non 

- fiction model text based on the story Meerkat Mail by 

Emily Gravett. We are working towards writing our 

own letter like Sunny’s postcards in the story. First, we 

discussed the different settings within the story from 

the rocky mountains to the boggy swamp. For each 

setting we discussed and wrote down what kind of 

things would be there and what it would look like. We 

had to include alliteration into our sentences alongside 

similes and expanded noun phrases. For the next 

session we focused on how Sunny was feeling during 

different parts of the story. We discovered that 

Sunny went through quite a mix of emotions as he 

visited his different relatives in different places. We 

focused on Sunny’s feelings and actions for our 

sentences in this lesson.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

We’ve had another busy start to the term in Class 3, with lots of recapping, 

consolidating and building on learning that we started or completed before 

the Easter holidays.  

 

In French, we have been recapping directions (including left, right and 

straight on) and applying them when learning about different locations 

around school. We all had lots of fun working out the next location on our 

tour, before directing each other to this place in the most efficient way 

possible. We noted the similarities and differences between the locations in 

French and English, as well as trying to spot root words to work out the meaning. We’ll build on 

this learning this term, by learning more about school and school subjects.  

 

What a busy design and technology lesson we had this week, with this being our final lesson on 

our Viking mittens. This week, we focused on finishing off and evaluating 

how successful our mittens were. In our evaluations, we identified ways that 

we could improve our designs, planning or sewing, as well as highlighting 

the areas that were particularly successful. We’ve really 

enjoyed this textiles unit and we are looking forward to 

Tudor-inspired cooking!  

 

In our RE learning, we have focused on the Sikh festival 

of Vaisakhi, which took place on  14
th

 April this year. We 

found out that during Vaisakhi, Sikhs go to the 

Gurdwara in the morning for a service before processing 

through the streets with lots of singing, chanting and 

colourful clothes. We compared how this celebration is similar and different to 

other popular festivals in the 6 main religions and how this celebration might 

make Sikhs feel. We also learned about how the festival began and discussed 

the idea of being committed to a belief or religion. We also began to think 

about different religious or sacred places and reflected on places that are 

special to us. We thought about how we feel in these places, as well as who 

we might share these spaces with, before writing a cinquain poem to capture 

our thoughts and reflections. 

 

We’ve started to develop our tennis skills in PE over the last couple of weeks, too. We have 

worked hard to develop precision and technique when hitting and receiving the ball and we are 

looking forward to developing these skills further over the next few weeks.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

What a busy start back to term we’ve had! In literacy, we’ve had fun 

exploring Shakespeare, learning about sonnets and practising our 

reading fluency and performance by learning Sonnet 18: Shall I compare 

thee to a summer’s day? In VIPERs we read, retrieved and summarised 

information about Shakespeare’s life and legacy and we even had a 

quick introduction to his play Romeo and Juliet where we got to act out 

the scenes and watch part of a real performance.  

 

In maths, we’ve all been working hard on a range of topics. In Year 4, we’ve been learning more 

about decimal numbers by comparing and ordering them as well as partitioning them in different 

ways. In Year 5, we’ve been learning about area and perimeter. We’ve learned how to find the 

perimeter and area of rectangles and compound shapes. In Year 6, we’ve 

been doing a spot of statistics, including reading, interpreting and 

drawing pie charts using percentages.  

 

We’ve kick-started all our new topics this term 

across the curriculum. In art, we looked at a 

range of portraits of Queen Elizabeth I to 

analyse what the colours, themes, objects and 

poses tell us about Queen Elizabeth I, the 

image she wanted to portray and why this 

may have been important to her at the time she was queen. In history, 

we were excited to start our topic on the Tudors. We looked at the 

terms decade, century and millennium and applied these to what we 

know about history so far. We then 

examined the events (causes and effects) that led up to the Tudors 

gaining power and the significance of the Tudor Rose. In science, 

we’ve been learning about the classification of animals and using 

classification keys and in geography we’ve learned about the 

physical features of a river.  
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On Wednesday we had a great morning with ex-footballer-turned- 

coach-and-commentator, Chris Lumsdon. He talked to us about his life 

and career before taking us through a Mini Medics course about mental 

health and wellbeing. We learned about how our emotions can change 

not just over time but through a day and things we can do to help 

ourselves and others feel better. 

We learned about when you might 

need to ask for help, who you 

can ask and what things can help if you’re experiencing 

problems and we all wrote a list of things we can do to 

help ourselves or someone we know keep well and healthy, 

not just physically but mentally too.  

 

We have also enjoyed our first two swimming sessions! For 

those of us that have been before, it was lovely to see our wonderful teachers Jo and Lynn 

again and for those of us new to swimming, it was exciting to start lessons and have lots of 

fun gaining confidence in the water.    

 

Carlisle United Community Sports Trust - Football Festival 

 

On Tuesday this week, our 

Year 3/4 football team were 

very lucky to be able to play 

football on the actual pitch at 

Carlisle United’s ground, 

Brunton Park.  There were over 

30 teams taking part from 

schools across Cumberland.  

Every member of our team were super ambassadors for Hallbankgate 

School. We played all morning and won, drew and lost some of our 

matches. After receiving our lovely medals, we ate our lunch on the grassy banks of the training 

ground before heading back to school on the bus.  Everyone had a fantastic time! 
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We are supporting Cumbria's primary school  

Baa-ttery Recycling Campaign  

A battery recycling campaign with a difference has been 
launched in primary schools across Cumbria to encourage 
more battery recycling, with a sheep as its mascot. A 
staggering 3.2 million batteries are discarded in Cumbrian 
waste each year, which is equal to the weight of over 3650 
Herdwick sheep! 

Batteries should never be disposed of in regular waste or recycling bins. When damaged 
during the transportation or treatment process, they have the potential to explode or ignite, 
which can lead to fires and pose serious risks to personal safety.  
The baa-ttery campaign seeks to raise awareness of the issue and to promote the recycling 
of used batteries. 
Batteries are commonly found in various household items including toys, phones, 
electronic equipment. Renewi, which operates two Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) 
facilities in Cumbria in partnership with Cumberland and Westmorland & Furness Councils, 
serves 225,000 households, receiving over 110k tonnes of residual household waste per 
annum.  It processes and diverts household waste away from landfill and creates material 
suitable for energy recovery in UK cement kilns for recycling.  
Renewi has partnered with Valpak Limited to issue battery boxes to the schools in order 
to raise awareness of the importance of battery recycling. All pupils will be asked to 
support the campaign by bringing their used batteries into school. When the battery boxes 
are full the boxes can be collected, free of charge. The full box will be collected and a new 
empty box replacement will be provided. 
Hallbankgate School has three secure battery boxes and we are encouraging parents to 
drop off their used batteries and to spread the word.   
 
https://www.recycle-more.co.uk/recycling-resources-for-kids/baa-ttery-campaign  

https://www.valpak.co.uk/
https://www.recycle-more.co.uk/recycling-resources-for-kids/baa-ttery-campaign
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https://www.hallbankgate.org.uk/News/Vacancies/

