
 

  Week beginning 16
th

 and 23
rd

 September 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  w/c 16
th

 September: Zoe, Beau and Emily 

  w/c 23
rd

 September: Flynn, Calouen and Emilia 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 13     Helvellyn 9   Blencathra 7  

 

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

This week in nursery we have been exploring and building with shapes 

and natural objects. We have built towers from Duplo, thinking about the 

different shapes we needed to make the tower tall and strong. We also 

used wooden logs to build tall towers and balance bigger pieces on top, 

making sure all the towers were the same size so it would balance. 

 

 To develop our fine-motor control skills, we have been warming up our 

hand muscles through bending and stretching our 

fingers and threading beads. In phonics, we have 

been drumming outdoors to listen to the different sounds that objects make. 

We had to find the different farm animals Mrs Beesley had hidden in our 

classroom and make the sound of the animal when we had found it, too! 

 

We have also recreated the story of The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff using our outdoor area. We all had a part 

to act out, recalling key parts and phrases from the 

story. Later in the week, we changed the characters in 

the story to create our very own version. We chose to 

change the goats to pigs, the troll to a Gruffalo and the fresh grass to green 

apples.  

 

 

 

 In maths, we have been learning to compare objects by size, mass 

and capacity and we have been comparing the mass of different 

objects in the classroom using scales. To compare size, we read the 

book Dear Zoo, discussing what type of animal we thought would 

fit in the box. We have also been working hard to count objects 

carefully, touching each object as we say the number name.  
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In phonics, we have been learning the new sounds i m n d. 

We have been working on forming the different sounds and 

reading them in words, such as pin mat tap and dad, too. 

We are really excited to share our new reading books at 

home this week to practise our segmenting and blending.  

 

 We have also been enjoying 

the different areas in our 

provision, building on our gross and fine motor skills. We picked 

apples for the auction at the Harvest festival, too; working as a 

team to pass the apples down the line to the box. 

 

 

 

 

Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

 

This week, we have been busy building on our computing and 

mouse skills. Using a laptop or tablet, we explored the paintz app. 

We had to create a picture using all the different tools the app 

provided, such as the brush, paint and spray tool. We had to use 

the mouse carefully, making sure we were clicking the correct 

button and navigating the 

mouse in the correct direction. 

 

 To consolidate our learning in geography, we had to sort 

pictures into the correct features of either human or 

physical. We had to support our answers using our 

reasoning skills, for example, “This is a human feature 

because it has been built of brick and created by a human.” Using the map from our fieldwork 

study, we had to label the areas using the OS symbols and create a key for 

them, too.  

 

In our science, we have been describing the different properties of materials. 

To help us describe the different properties, we learnt some new describing 

words such as opaque, transparent, rigid and stiff, along with our own 

descriptions such as bendy, flexible, solid, soft and many more. To explore 
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our materials further, we grouped them into properties using hoops. Inside the hoop, we chose a 

property we wanted to focus on such as opaque: materials that matched that property were 

placed inside the hoop and those that didn’t went on the outside. 

 

In music, we have been listening and appraising new music 

and building on our glockenspiel skills. It has been lots of 

fun!  

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News: Years 1, 2 and 3 

 

In the last two weeks, we have completed our non-fiction 

unit in literacy and started our brand-new fiction unit! 

After being ‘non-fiction fact finders’ at the start of term, we 

spent the whole of last week putting together our very own 

non-chronological report, all about toys. We used our model 

text and the facts that we had gathered to tell the reader 

what toys can look like, where they can be bought and how 

they can be looked after. 

We also made sure that we included all of the 

features of a non-chronological report to hel[p the 

reader find information quickly and clearly. We are 

so proud of what we created and enjoyed sharing 

snippets on the story-teller’s stool! 

 

This week, having finished our non-fiction learning, 

we have been learning our brand-new model text, 

based on the book Dogger, by Shirley Hughes. At the beginning of the week, we explored 

our model text as a ‘reader’ to make sure that we understood what was happening and 

all of the subtleties in the plot. We then enjoyed putting different actions to each part of 

the story to help us remember what happens and act out how the main character, Dave, 

is feeling. To help us in our next stage of writing, we used a character story mountain 

to record how Dave shows his feelings (through his actions) and acted these in the order 
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in which they happen. We’ll be stretching our imitating learning muscle over the next few 

weeks as we try and use these techniques in our own stories.  

 

In our maths learning, we have continued to focus on place value in Years 1, 2 and 3, 

with us all finishing off this unit by the end of this week! In Year 1, we have been 

learning how to identify numbers that are greater or less than a number (even using the 

<, > and = symbols!); in Year 2 we have been counting in 2s, 5s, 10s and 3s and, in 

Year 3, we have been working out how to order numbers within 1000! We’ve also been 

solving mathematical problems and showing off what we know in our end-of-unit 

assessments!  

 

In our phonics learning, we have been continuing 

to get to grips with those tricky adjacent 

consonants and we have all been so excited to 

challenge ourselves to complete Miss Hutton’s 

cheeky challenge on a Friday! This week, we have 

been so absorbed in our phonics learning and our 

‘bossy phonics fingers’ have been working in 

overdrive to segment and blend all our new 

words! In our spelling lessons in Year 3, we have 

been learning that some words with an ‘u’ sound 

actually have an ‘ou’ spelling. In all of our spelling activities this week, we have had to 

work out the correct spelling and write them down- we even got to do some rainbow 

writing to really make the ‘ou’ spelling stand out. 

 

  

Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

We've all settled in nicely now to our morning routine. We're 

particularly excited to begin our reading VIPERS for our new class 

text, Sky Hawk by Gill Lewis. This week we've been examining the 

prologue to pull out the clues it might give us about what is to come 

in the story.  

 

In maths, we've been busy securing our place value knowledge with 

lots of number lines, comparing numbers, rounding and even some 

work on Roman numerals. In Year 6 we've moved on to addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division and have been refreshing 
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and developing our skills and knowledge around inverse operations, factors, multiples 

and rules of divisibility that will aid us as we move forward to learning more 

complicated methods and solving increasingly challenging mathematical problems.  

 

In literacy, we finished our unit on The Spider and The Fly with some fun writing 

exercises taking on the viewpoints of different characters in the poem. Now, we're 

moving on to looking at how we can write 

persuasively. We've analysed our model text so 

far and have pulled out all the features that 

authors use to persuade. 

 

Spelling this fortnight has seen us learning the 

spelling patterns 'sion' in Year 4, "cious" in Year 

5 and "ably" in Year 6. We've also been 

practising and signing of many of our maths 

passports targets and taking lots of accelerated 

reader quizzes! 

 

 

 

Afternoons in Key Stage 2  

 

In science, we've been continuing our learning about forces. We've 

completed two investigations so far looking at how different 

surfaces can affect the movement of an object. First, we had a lot 

of fun comparing surfaces, making predictions about which ones 

would have high or low resistance 

and testing our hypotheses. We took 

steps to make sure our test was fair 

and in Year 6 we took two recordings 

and found an average to ensure our 

results were accurate and reliable. 

This week, we working collaboratively 

to use force meters to answer scientific questions. We looked 

at what would require more force, lifting a book or dragging 

the same book across a table. We worked really well in our 
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groups to test, measure and accurately record our findings; using these to draw 

interesting conclusions.  

 

Last week, we had an amazing opportunity to work 

with two real life singer songwriters Graham and 

Bronwyn to start our music project with them 

looking at the railway between Brampton and 

Haltwhistle and a man named Thomas Edmondson 

who invented the first pre-printed train tickets and 

worked as station master on the Newcastle-Carlisle 

line.  By the end of the afternoon each of our two 

groups had written our own unique song about 

going on a train journey. It was amazing to write 

our own song and a lot of fun to sing it. We can't wait for our next workshop! 

 

In history, we've been carrying on with our learning about 

the Stone Age with a more in-depth look at the Palaeolithic 

and Mesolithic eras, their characteristics and the changes 

that happened between them. In geography we've been 

learning about the climate in the temperate forest biome and 

in our Kidsafe sessions we've learned about the importance of 

noticing and trusting our feelings, who we can go to for help 

and this week we learning all about bullying and how we 

can deal with it to keep ourselves safe.  
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School Learning Council  

This week, we held our first meeting of the year. We appointed Year 5 and 6 into their roles as 

chair, vice chair, secretary and treasurer and set about reflecting on the school year so far. We 

also decided to ask children in our school about how school has been since our return in 

September. We put the results into a presentation to share with Miss Hutton and the teachers, 

too.  Here are the results: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

We are all enjoying Stem Club and can’t wait until next where we will get messy with the Makey 

Makey kits! In our last Stem Club, we added score cards onto our Scratch games, and 

experimented with co-ordinates when programming our sprites to move.   

 

Harvest Produce 

 

A huge thank you to everyone for their 

generous donations for the Harvest Festival. 

Thank you to School Learning Council for 

sorting and organising it all too!  
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