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Learners of the Week:  Zoe, Jesse and Chloe 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  165    Helvellyn  162    Blencathra  151 

 

We’ve all had an excellent week back in school after the Easter holidays and we have all settled 

straight back to our learning. In recent weeks, we have welcomed Joseph, Zoe and Tommy into 

our nursery, too, and they have all made an excellent start to their learning journeys here at 

Hallbankgate Village School. 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

What a wonderful start to the Summer Term we have had 

in Class 1. We are looking forward to lots more exciting 

learning this term and developing as learners too! 

In our maths learning in Reception this week, we have 

focused on 3D shapes and discovering the names and 

properties of different 3D shapes. We made links to 

different objects that are also 3D shapes and developed 

our understanding of key mathematical vocabulary for 

describing shapes. We used our knowledge of 2D 

shapes to help us when identifying the faces on the 3D 

shapes. We have also been developing our 

understanding of doubles and how we recognise 

doubles. Using die patterns, we identified if the two 

groups were equal making them a double. In maths in 

Nursery, we have been exploring different colours this 

week. We have enjoyed matching and grouping 

objects based on their colours, 

conducting colour hunts and 

finding different colours on 

our handprint rug. We also 

had a brilliant mixing primary 

colours together to make 

secondary colours by painting 

our hands and then shaking 

hands with a friend. 

In our phonics learning in Nursery this week, we have been playing an 

animal lotto game to practise making different animal sounds and also had fun fishing for a 
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rhyme using fishing rods. We also read the story The Rainbow Fish and have been making our 

own rainbow fish. We used our fine motor skills to cut and stick different paper and card to 

represent the scales of the fish. In phonics in Reception, we have been recapping our knowledge 

of the letters j, v, w and x. We have been applying our understanding by reading words and 

writing words containing our focus letters. 

In our Talk for Writing learning we have been exploring the story of Handa’s Surprise. We 

enjoyed looking through the story and ordering the events from the beginning to the end. We are 

looking forward to learning the story by generating our own actions next week. 

 

Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, 

this week we began our learning about sacred 

texts in different religions. This week we focused 

on the Bible within Christianity. We learnt about 

the significance of the Bible and had the 

opportunity to look through different versions. 

We made links to our other learning about 

Christianity and recalled some of the stories we had heard from the 

Bible during assemblies. It was great to have the opportunity to look 

through Bibles ourselves. 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we began learning about 

animals. We used our questioning skills to 

generate lots of different questions linked to 

animals and hope to answer these 

questions over the coming term. Some of 

the questions included: How do underwater 

animals survive? How many animals are 

there in the world? ; What different diets do animals 

have?; How do underwater animals breathe?; How do 

animals breathe in hot places?; How high does a whale 

shoot water out of their blowhole?. We also explored 

grouping animals into different categories after selecting a 

small world animal each. We grouped the animals based 

on characteristics such as habitat (do they live in water 

or on land?), diet (do they eat meat, plants or both? are 

they warm or cold blooded and their animal species. We 

then began developing our knowledge by looking through a range of different animal books from 

the library. We discovered some really interesting facts and information. 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

In our design technology learning, this half term we are going to be designing and making 

puppets. We learnt about different types of puppets and how they are made and could live. We 

then began creating our own puppet designs around the 

design brief of making our own animal puppets. 

In our history learning we developed our knowledge of 

lighthouses and their propose. We even built our own 

lighthouses using objects from around the classroom. We are 

looking forward to learning more next week. 

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

This week in PE we began developing our tennis skills.  

We began by practicing balancing the ball on the racket 

in order to develop control 

and we built up to 

passing a ball to a partner to volley the ball back 

again. 

 

   

 

In our literacy learning this week we introduced our new class text The Ice Cat.  

We read the first chapter together as a class and then used our reading VIPERS skills to unpick 

the text and develop our reading comprehension skills: this is something we are going to be 

working on weekly in our literacy lessons over the next few weeks.  We also began our 

independent cold write. 

  

In our science lessons this week, we have been learning about macro and micro habitats. We 

looked at different types of habitats, the animals that live in those habitats and how they have 

adapted to their habitats.  We used our collaborating skills to work with a partner and then 

developed our speaking and listening skills to share our knowledge with the class. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

During phonics this week, we have been recapping the ‘f, ff and ph’ sounds. We noticed that ‘ph’ 

had a silent ‘p’ in it. After reading the words with speed, we used our phonics knowledge to put 

each word into the correct column. Some of the words like; phone, phonics and fondue were 

tricky so we had to persevere in order to spell them correctly.  

  

In DT, we made links to our previous history learning about Emily Davison and the Suffragettes. 

We recapped who Emily Davison was, why she was a significant person and how she changed 

the world. After discussing the Suffragettes, we decided on an important message that we could 

spread to future generations. We carried out a fair vote and we 

came up with these slogans to choose from; Try your hardest, 

Never give up hope, Do your best and keep on going. We carried 

out a fair vote and the winner was ‘Try your hardest’ so this 

will be our message for our DT project over the next few weeks. 

Next, we planned our design for our bunting/ banner adding 

lots of details to our plans like the type of materials we will use 

and what colour each part was going to be.  
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This week in our 

maths learning, we 

have been focusing 

on place value to 

50. During one 

session, we went 

outdoors and 

plotted numbers to 

50 on a number 

line by drawing 

them on the ground 

as a great visual 

aid to help with our learning. This was really fun and we all enjoyed completing the task.  

 

In computing, we have started our new topic on ‘Instructions and Programming’ using the Bee-

bots to help us to understand how to programme simple instructions into the robot. First of all, 

we got into partners and took it in turns to pretend to be a robot whilst our partner had to give 

us simple instructions to follow. We quickly realised that the instructions had to be clear and 

simple in order for the robot to follow them with ease. Next, we explored programming the Bee-

bots to complete simple moves. Our challenge was to programme the robots with the full set of 

instructions before pressing the go button. It was great learning all of the different directional 

language and we noticed that some of us need to work on knowing the difference between left 

and right as the robots were going in the wrong direction! 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

In Class 3, we have made an excellent start on all of our new units of 

learning. In maths, we have started the term by learning about geometry 

- namely angles and their properties. Using our knowledge and 

understanding of each angle’s name and their degrees of turn, we have 

spent the week labelling, matching, drawing and measuring each type of 

angle, as well as stretching our reasoning learning muscle to justify and 

prove what we knew. In all year groups, we had a number of ‘always, 

sometimes or never true’ statements that we had to mathematically prove 

too, which really stretched our understanding of 

each type of angle. We found it fascinating to 

draw comparisons between the size of an 

interior angle compare to the number of sides 

within a regular polygon in Year 4 and got to grips with using 

protractors accurately in Year 5 and 6. In Year 5, we have been setting 

our own conjectures and mathematical 

problems based on angles and degrees 

of turn, before giving them to a 

partner to test out… all whilst using 

mathematical vocabulary accurately, 

too! We’ve all agreed that learning about angles and applying 

our knowledge to problem-solving questions is actually really 

fun! 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have started our brand 

new class text: Street Child. On Monday and Tuesday morning, we began our day by reading 

the prologue (written from the main character’s perspective) to try and work out who the main 

characters were and their status in Victorian Britain. We applied our knowledge of formal/ 

Standard English to re-write sentences that had been written as the 

characters would have spoken them and made inferences about what the 

lives of Jim and his family would have been like. We also made some 

predictions as to what 

is going to happen in 

the remainder of the 

story, having read the 

prologue and Chapter 1, 

and can’t wait to find 

out what is going to 

happen next. We’ve 

already had a little 

snippet into what life 
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was like in Victorian Britain through our Christmas production so we are ready to make links 

between the knowledge we already have, our new class text and our history learning.  

 

As well as our daily VIPERS reading questions, we have written our ‘cold writes’ this week and 

explored our new model text to understanding it as a reader and as a writer. For the next couple 

of weeks, we are focussing on learning how to write a non-fiction discussion text, discussing 

the question: Should children of primary school age be allowed to have a mobile phone? To help 

us ‘tune into the text’, we have used dictionaries to help us understand the meaning of new 

vocabulary, as well as begin to understand how discussion texts are constructed. This subject 

matter supports our ongoing learning in PSHE and computing, also, and it has already sparked 

some emotive and lively debates! 

 

I n our French learning this week, we have 

started to learn about school subjects and how 

they are said in French! This week, we have 

been practising how to say maths, English, 

French, technology and sport before creating 

short sentences to say whether we liked, loved, 

did not like or hated these subjects! Towards 

the end of the lesson, we practised asking our partner the 

question Quelle est ta matiere preferee? (what is your favourite 

subject?) before listening carefully to the answer. As part of 

our regular recapping of the vocabulary that we already have, 

we also asked and answered 

the questions: ‘what is your 

name?’, ‘how old are you?’ and 

‘what is the weather like?’ as 

well as recapping the days of 

the week, months of the year, 

counting to 31 and counting in 

multiples of ten to 100! What a lot of learning!  
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We are all incredibly excited about our new design and technology 

project this term! Stretching our making links learning muscle to 

history and science, we will be constructing our very own battery 

powered Victorian vehicles! This week, we explored the different types 

of vehicles that have been in circulation since the Victorian times, 

before placing these in chronological order. During this activity, we 

were tasked with stretching our reasoning learning muscle to make 

sure that we were using the evidence that we were presented with to 

try and make sense of the past. It was interesting to hear comments 

about the types of materials that were used, the use of horses and the 

shape and structure of the vehicles when we were trying to put them 

in the right order. For each vehicle, we then found out a special or 

important design feature that had been used to solve an issue or 

problem: examples of this include smaller cars being made as a 

result of petrol rationing, city cars designed for easier parking and 

commuting to work over short distances and cars being designed 

with the user in mind (making them more comfortable or easier to 

drive). We were fascinated to learn about early Victorian vehicles 

(complete with rechargeable batteries!) and how the future in 

modern transportation is also based on this principle. We’ll be 

working on design our vehicles over the next few weeks before 

beginning to construct them- it’s all very exciting! 

 

Finally, in RE this week, we have been 

reflecting on what makes a place sacred. 

Using an extract from The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe, we stretched our imagining learning muscle to think 

about how special or sacred places might make people feel before 

reflecting on our own special or sacred place. We used the image of a 

wooden door to conceal the place that holds special meaning for us and 

explored words that could be used to 

describe what this place offers us. 

Suggestions included, ‘calm’, 

‘belonging’, ‘loved’, ‘safety’ and ‘peace’ and to extend our 

learning further, we created cinquain poems about these 

places. To support our learning, we also asked Reverend 

Johnsen about his views on special and sacred places when 

he visited us for assembly this week.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

We’ve had an interesting week back with 

starting our new geography and art topics. 

This term in geography we are going to be 

looking at climate change and the impact 

this can have locally with a project around 

wildfires. This week, we began to look at 

what climate change means and what 

causes it. First, we had to work out the difference between weather and climate and create our 

own definitions for each to make sure we understood the difference. Next, we looked at some 

really complicated graphs showing the annual mean temperature changes in the UK since 1884. 

By looking carefully at the trend on the graph we could identify that the mean temperature has 

gradually risen by about 1 degree centigrade over that time. We then looked at a graph of annual 

rainfall over the same period. By looking at this graph in the same way, we were able to 

conclude that the UK is also getting wetter. Having 

looked at this evidence of how our climate in the UK is 

changing, we then looked at why this is happening by 

exploring the greenhouse effect. We learned so many 

new terms like greenhouse gases, fossil fuels and 

emissions and worked hard to apply them in our 

explanations and discussions – it was challenging and 

fascinating. Finally, we looked at a graph of carbon 

dioxide levels in the atmosphere of the past 800,000 

years. We noticed that the levels rose and fell over 

thousands of years but never increased beyond a certain 

point until the late 1800s/early 1900s. 

We all had some great ideas about 

why this might have been and 

correctly made links to our history 

knowledge and identified the industrial 

revolution that occurred in the Victorian 

era as the start of this upward trend. 

We’re looking forward to learning about 

the impacts of these changes in our 

next lesson and starting to think about 

how humans can help reduce some of 

the negative impacts and what we as individuals can do about it.  

 

In art this week, we looked at how artists over the centuries have been interested in exploring 

and depicting work in their artworks. We explored how artists can show feelings by using body 
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language as well as facial expressions as well as 

their colour palate. We then focused on the work of 

L.S. Lowry who was famous for painting the 

industrial landscapes and people going about their 

daily lives around his home in Lancashire and 

Manchester. We learned about his inspirations and the 

techniques he used to create his iconic paintings before 

exploring two of them – adding our own responses, 

ideas and observations to our sketch books.  

 

Outdoor Play and Learning 

We’ve had a brilliant time during breaktimes this week! We have been 

using all areas of the school grounds this week to support our play, 

including the school field, digging pit and even the welly-store! It has 

been wonderful see how collaborative our play is and how many 

games and activities have spanned the week. We have made dinosaur 

worlds, bug hotels, obstacle course 

and dens that we have all enjoyed 

using.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


