
 

Week beginning 17
th

 January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:   Louisa, Willow and Jemima  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 112    Helvellyn 95     Blencathra 91    

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Maths in Year 1, we have been exploring 

numbers between 11 and 20. We practised 

representing the numbers as numerals and as 

words and have also been identifying the tens 

and ones in different numbers. In Maths in 

Reception and Nursery, we have been 

experimenting with different number bonds and 

different arrangements, particularly linked to the numbers 4 and 5. We 

used number songs to support us and also used counters and multilink 

cubes. We even created some arrangements for 4 and 5 using paint.  

 

In Phonics, in Year 1 we continued to develop our knowledge of different 

alternative sounds and how we can apply these sounds when reading and 

writing. We also focused on finger spaces 

and how finger spaces need to be used to 

distinguish between words in a sentence. In 

Phonics in Reception, we have continued to 

develop our segmenting and blending skills through 

the matching of CVC words to pictures. In Phonics 

in Nursery, we have been exploring different 

sounds through stories and the exploration of 

speech sounds.  

 

This week in our Understanding the World and Geography 

learning, we continued to develop our 

understanding of mapping techniques. 

We looked at a map, offering questions 

and observations and making links to 

the atlases and globes we looked at last 

week. We also explored satellites and 

how satellite images can be used as 

another way of exploring and mapping 

the Earth. We looked at satellite images and discussed the 

importance of satellites in identifying weather patterns or 

in supporting specific forms of technology.  
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In our Expressive Arts and Design and Art learning we have been exploring the work of artist 

Yayoi Kusama. We looked at a piece of her work which was focussed around a flower and was 

created using dots. We then had a go at creating our artwork in the 

style of Kusama. We began by drawing the outline of a flower and 

then used different coloured paints to add the dots to the outline. It 

was interesting to explore this different creative medium.  

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we have continued to develop our 

understanding of the story ‘Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear?’ We focussed 

on the sequencing of the story, with Nursery and Reception ordering 

pictures and Year 1 starting to write out the story themselves.  

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In PE this week, we have been continuing 

with gymnastics. We focussed on high, low 

and medium travel, including handstands 

and cartwheels and various rolls.  We 

stretched our imitating muscles as we 

watched each other demonstrate and then taking turns ourselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Literacy this week, we have been continuing 

work on our class story, ‘The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe’. We focussed on an extract from the story and identified the different features 

of the text used by the author. We have also been busy stretching our imagining muscles as we 

focussed on an extract describing the White Witch, as described by Edmund.  We identified the 

adjectives and simile within the extract and then used this 

language to create the image from within our mind’s eye.  We 

discussed that- as readers - all of our images would be slightly 

different based on our individual imagination. 
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In our RE learning this week, we continued our work on inspiring 

people. We reflected on the inspiring people and thought about what 

makes them inspirational to us.  We choose words or pictures to 

demonstrate what inspires us about our chosen person. 

 

In computing this week, we have been editing our work: this linked to 

lots of learning across the 

curriculum as we continuously 

reflect on our learning and how it can be improved.  

We used ‘Microsoft Word’ to create a party invitation 

and edit the font style, size and colour.  We stretched 

our persevering muscles as this wasn’t as easy as we 

initially thought. 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week in maths, we have been doing some super 

learning about division including sharing and 

grouping. We had to collaborate together to solve the 

word problems. A method we decided to use was to 

draw out the plates to share the cakes onto and this 

helped us to visualise how many was on each plate 

after we equally shared them out. We made links to our 

times tables and we had to use these facts to work out 

the answer to the division questions. We spotted a 

pattern when we looked at multiplying by 4 and we could see that to do this it was using the 2 

times table and doubling the answer.  
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In Science this week, we have been diving deeper into our ‘Living Things and their Habitats’ topic 

and in particular we looked at different animals and their habitats. We had a great discussion 

about many different animals and where they live including details of why they live there 

looking into their characteristics. During our learning, we 

enjoyed playing some different learning games where we had 

to name the different habitats for each animal and we learnt 

some new information for example we did not know that a 

squirrel lives in a drey. After lots of learning and exploring of 

many different habitats and characteristics we had a go at 

drawing some of the habitats and adding some of the animals 

found there inclucing labels onto our pictures.  

 

 

As part of our Anglo-Saxon topic in History this week we looked at the burial site of Sutton Hoo. 

During our research. we discovered that within the site archaeologists found many items from 

Saxon times including; silverware, gold jewellery, a lavish feasting set, and most famously, an 

ornate iron helmet. As well as the ship they found that a King was buried at the site and 

historians believe this could have been King Raedwald. 

We used our listening skills to hear all about the items 

found at Sutton Hoo and we then had to do some 

further research and plan out what we were going to 

write. As a class, we persevered with our writing and 

produced some excellent paragraphs of writing all 

about Sutton Hoo.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

  In our music learning this week, we have started to explore a 

new musical genre: hip-hop! After listening to a piece of hip-

hop music, we stretched our collaboration learning muscle to 

work together to try and identify the 

instruments that we could hear, as well as 

any clues as to where this genre of music 

originated.  We compared when these 

songs were written (by finding them on a 

timeline), too. We listened carefully to identify the structure of the song (to 

identify which parts would be classed as a ‘verse’, 

‘chorus’ or ‘instrumental’) and how this structure and lyrics compared to a 

Motown classic: Dancing in the Street. We noticed that both sets of lyrics tried 

to communicate a message to the listener, with the hip-hop piece telling a 

story and the Motown piece trying to bring people together. We discussed 

what we liked (and disliked!) about each one and then began to learn our 

first hip-hop song.  After warming up our voices - and learning how we needed to sing some of 

the lines and phrases by clapping different rhythms in time - we began to learn the words. 

Despite it being quite fast, we made an excellent start and have started to think about the 

performance skills we will need to rehearse to make it the best it can be.   

 

In RE this week, we have been building on our knowledge of religions around the world. We 

began by exploring the 6 major religions, including their place of worship, religious leaders, holy 

texts and special signs, symbols or rituals. We also discussed the links between religions and 

religious texts and how people can find a sense of belonging or guidance from their faith and 

religious texts.  

 

It is brilliant to see just how many of 

us are meeting our Maths Passport 

targets, too! We already have some 

children who are onto their new 

adventures, having met their targets. 

We are really enjoying challenging 

ourselves at school (and at home) and 

there are so many of us asking ‘to be 

tested’ on our times tables, to really 

prove that we have met a target!  
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 In our maths learning this week, we have working incredibly 

hard on our fractions learning. In Year 4, we have been 

calculating fractions of quantities (building on our pre-learning, 

outdoor maths lesson on Friday) and have been applying all of 

our fractions learning to solve some reasoning and problem-

solving questions. In Year 5 and Year 6, we have drawn upon 

our learning from our before Christmas (including multiples, 

factors and prime numbers) and have used this to solve our 

fractions addition and subtraction calculations effectively. Before adding or subtracting our 

fractions (including mixed numbers), we had to use our knowledge 

of equivalent fractions to ensure that our denominators were the 

same, before completing the calculation. Once we had calculated 

an answer, we then had to make sure it was converted from an 

improper fraction to a mixed number and 

make sure it was in its simplest form! 

What a lot of learning in every question! 

We have been really stretching our 

mathematical vocabulary in every lesson and this has been very helpful 

when helping us to explain why a number cannot be simplified (for 

example, if the numerator is a prime number or if the numerator or 

denominator have no common factors), as well as when we applied our 

fractions learning to questions about perimeter!  

 

Building on from our learning last week, 

this week - in our Computing learning - we continued to learn 

about effective audio recording and editing. Using Audacity (a 

piece of audio-editing software), we 

worked in pairs to record a range of 

sentences and sounds, whilst 

experimenting with the different 

functions available. We also made links 

to our science learning from last half 

term where we discussed how we hear 

sound and what the sound waves on 

Audacity show. We hypothesised that the 

higher the sound wave, the higher the 

pitch, but then noticed that when the whole class laughed, the sound 

waves increased greatly. This led to us revising our initial hypothesis 

to test - and conclude - that the peaks and troughs in the sound 

waves actually show the volume that is being recorded. Towards the 

end of the lesson, we explored how audio can be recorded for a variety 

of purposes and listened to some snippets from online Podcasts to helps us identify the purpose 
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of recording audio, including how to embellish and enhance the  recordings. We are looking 

forward to creating our very own podcasts over the next few weeks!  

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

In art this week we have been exploring drawing 

figures. We looked at how artists for thousands of 

years have been fascinated by the proportions of the 

human body and how the 15
th

 Century artist Albrecht 

Dürer spent his working life working out the 

mathematic rules of 

the human body. We 

looked at some 

sculptures from 

different times in 

history and noticed 

how they used similar 

rules for proportion. We even did our own bit of measuring to 

see what rules we could apply to our own proportions! Next, 

we had a go are drawing figures ourselves. First, we used 

photos to help us work out the lines of movement and draw a 

ball-and-socket skeleton to get the shape and proportions right 

before adding detail. After break we had a go at applying this 

practise to real figures. We had three brave volunteers who 

posed for us to draw them. We had to work really hard to look 

carefully and draw what we actually saw not what we think a 

body should look like. It was really 

tricky and we had to persevere to keep 

going and improving with each 

drawing.  
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Outdoor Mathematics- Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 

In our outdoor maths 

learning, we have been 

learning about fractions. In 

year 3, we have been 

identifying and naming 

fractions of shapes, whereas 

(in Year 4, 5 and 6), we have been calculating fractions of 

amounts. We all really enjoyed stretching and applying our 

knowledge of multiples and factors, 

as well as what fractions of amounts really means and when it can 

be used. Some of us decided to use 

bar models to help us calculate each 

answer, showing that we really are 

able to stretch our meta-learning 

learning muscle (where we know 

what helps us to learn) and our 

capitalising learning muscle.  

 

French food tasting! 

On Friday, we stretched our imagine learning muscle to 

try and imagine what it would be like to live in France! 

Every week – in our French lessons- we watch short 

clips of children in 

France and it was 

excellent to enhance 

our French experience 

even further by tasting 

French food! We were 

very excited to 

baguettes and two 

different types of pate, 

as well as brie, crepes 

and croissants!  
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Sports and Wellbeing Council 

Linked to our PSHE learning about health and wellbeing, Sports and Wellbeing Council have 

decided to find out how we can ensure that everyone is active for 30 minutes each day, by 

conducting a survey about what sports and break time equipment the whole school would like. 

We created a tally chart and will turn this into a bar chart to clearly show our results. We have 

already been asking about what our budget will be and how long it will take for these things to 

arrive (once we have chosen them!).  

 

 


