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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  99    Helvellyn  107     Blencathra  92   

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 this week, something exciting happened...our seeds started to 

grow! After planting cress seeds and wildflower seeds last week, we 

are already noticing some growth. It has been fascinating to observe 

the changes every day and we have been taking really good care of 

our seeds; ensuring they have plenty of water and light every day.  

 

We really enjoyed learning all about Grace Darling in history and 

found it really interesting when finding out about why she is still such 

an inspiration today. We learnt about Grace Darling's bravery 

during the rescue of stranded survivors from a ship wreck near 

Longstone Lighthouse and then even had a go at acting out the 

story outside ourselves. The gazebo in the playground was our 

lighthouse (using our imagining skills to create a light using a 

yellow block) and we then took it in turns to rescue each other 

from the treacherous waves! It was so 

much fun! After acting out the story, we 

then practised sequencing the story using 

pictures and also looked at where 

Longstone Lighthouse is on a map and 

using Google Earth. We used our noticing 

skills to look at the landscapes around 

the lighthouse and to compare the 

physical features to the landscapes 

around school. We also learnt more 

information about lighthouses and their purpose; creating different 

informative writing pieces linked to the story of Grace Darling and 

lighthouses.  We had some great discussions during our learning about Grace Darling too: 

 

'She was on a dangerous mission' - Elliott 

'I bet she was scared' - George 

'Is she still alive?' - Rory  

'The lighthouse shines light through the murky fog and shines a light on rocks so ships know 

they are there'. - Lewis 

'The fields look like patchwork' - Lewis (when looking at satellite images on Google Earth).  
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In Art, we were focusing on the artist Picasso and creating Picasso-inspired artwork. We looked 

at images of Picasso's artwork and learnt how Picasso enjoyed experimenting with colour to 

represent emotions. We also learnt about the composition of some of his work, particularly his 

portraits and how he portrayed people's faces! Inspired by Picasso, we then created our own 

artwork. We took pictures of our faces from different angles and 

then -after printing the pictures out- we cut them up and arranged 

them in different ways on our faces. The finished faces looked 

really funny!  

 

 

In maths in Year 1, we have been developing our understanding of 

direction and position. We applied our skills when using the 

Numicon and the Bee Bots to explore 

direction, including the completion of 

quarter, half, three quarter and full 

turns. We were experts at using the Bee 

Bots as we have been doing lots of 

investigation in our computing learning 

with Mrs Brown every week. In 

Reception, we had great fun creating 

Numicon cityscapes. We used our 

noticing skills to work out which 

Numicon pieces matched together to make 

each of the city buildings, with a key 

focus on teen numbers. In Nursery, we 

have been creating pictures using 2D 

shapes.  

 

 

In PE, we have been applying the skills 

we have learnt in cricket to play 

rounders. We used our hand to eye coordination skills to support our 

throwing and catching and our accuracy when batting.  
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Class 2 News 

 

In our Maths learning this week, we have been continuing our 

learning about time by practicing telling the time to 5 minutes- 

w have been learning about months 

and years, too.  We stretched our 

collaborating muscles in order to 

create a class bar chart to show 

when our birthdays are and made 

links to our statistics learning as we 

discussed which months had the 

most and least birthdays. We also stretched our listening and 

imitating muscles as we learnt the 

rhyme to remind us of how many 

days there are in each month! 

 

In our Geography learning this week, we have been fully 

absorbed in finding out about Antarctica. We stretched our 

collaboration muscles whilst working with a partner in order to 

research information about this fascinating continent. We also 

had to really stretch our imagining muscles as we thought 

about what life in Antarctica must be like.  We made links to 

science as we thought about the animals that inhabited Antarctica and how they are suitable 

for living in such a harsh environment. 

 

In our Art learning, we have been continuing with our learning 

of famous artists and have been learning this week about the 

work of Pablo Picasso.  We have stretched our imitating muscles 

as we created a self-portrait in the style of Picasso’s painting.  

We had 

to 

observe 

his work very carefully in order to plan 

our creations and imitate his style. 
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In Literacy this week, we have been boxing 

up our class story, Meerkat Mail, and have 

started innovating the story in preparation 

for writing our own journey stories.  We 

have also been working hard in our guided 

reading groups, stretching our questioning 

muscles whilst reflecting on the stories we 

are reading.  We have also been enjoying being absorbed with the 

spelling Stile boards: these are an independent spelling and phonic 

resource that allow us to apply what we know 

already and consolidate the spelling rules or 

patterns that we find challenging. 

 

We have been thinking about our emotional wellbeing this week, and 

how we can discuss and share this in a safe way. We have created a 

display in our classroom that uses a numbered scale and emotions 

linked to this scale to help us reflect on our emotions and personal 

wellbeing.  We reflect on these every day, when we do the register.   

 

Class 3 News  

 

In our literacy lessons this week, we have been working on some nature-inspired poetry. We 

have had fun using our senses to describe different things outside in our school grounds in 

adventurous, surprising and imaginative ways. Mrs Arnold was astounded at our use of 

interesting adjectives, metaphors, similes and personification! We then analysed Rebecca Perry’s 

choice of language in her poem ‘Wasp’ and have been working on our own versions using her 

poem as inspiration.  

 

In maths this week, we have been focusing on the place value of numbers, including decimals. 

Again, we’ve been looking into the etymology of words to help us in our understanding of 

different vocabulary. We looked carefully at the word decimal and noticed its link to the Latin 

root of ‘dec’, meaning ten. This helped us remember how decimal numbers are organised. We’ve 

been working on standard and non-standard partitioning, placing and identifying numbers on 

a variety of number lines and multiplying and dividing numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000. We then 

ended our week with some multiplication practise ready to start some more work on 

multiplication and division next week. We have also completed a post-unit activity to show just 

how much progress we had made in our area and perimeter learning. 
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In our history learning this week, we have started our topic on the Tudors. As a class, we 

discussed what we already knew then stretched our research skills to dive into our knowledge 

organisers, topic books and websites to find 

three interesting facts. We also worked on our 

skills with chronology by sorting 

and ordering the key events of the 

Tudor era, including the reigns of 

their infamous monarchs. 

 

In design and technology this week, 

we have finished our fabulous Viking mittens. 

We all persevered with the many challenges of 

what was - for many of us- the completely new 

skill of sewing. Many of us felt frustrated at 

some point in the 

process, whether that 

was with trying to 

thread our needles, 

mastering the stitches 

or completed stitching 

which then unravelled. However, we all carried on, using many of 

our stuck strategies, to finish some fabulous pairs of mittens. Each 

pair was decorated with Viking- inspired designs which included 

dragons, birds and Viking style patterns and motifs. We then 

evaluated our mittens and discussed how well our designs and final 

products met the original design brief.  

 

 

 In our PE lessons this week, we have completed our rounders/ cricket 

learning, having greatly improved our knowledge of the game and 

team tactics. We really impressed Ric with our ability to run the 

games and rules in our teams, showing that we have really understood and been able to apply 

our new learning and skills. As well as this, we started to 

develop our athletics skills- something we haven’t done since 

2019 because of lockdown! We learnt how to do sprint starts 

(and find our dominant leg), as well as refine our javelin 

skills. In total, we completed 5 different athletics activities 

that we will build on next week. 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In computing this week, we have been making links to our 

maths learning by using our knowledge of the interior 

angles in regular shapes. We used this knowledge to draw 

a range of shapes (including hexagons, pentagons and 

octagons) using the LOGO 

programming language. We 

also learnt how to use the 

repeat function to code 

more efficiently. We had to 

make sure that we spotted 

any errors in our code 

(known as debugging) so 

that we were able to 

successfully draw each 

shape.  

 

 

 

Collective Worship 

 

On Monday, our Collective worship helped us to think about how music can influence us and 

our feelings, as well as how it can be used to share messages and important information. We 

found out that Sing2G7 is an ambitious project aiming to give children a voice ahead of the 

upcoming G7 Summit.  The song, titled Gee Seven, has been written 

by Sir Tim Rice and composed by Peter 

Hobbs and aims to put children’s voices 

at the heart of the upcoming Summit 

which opens in Cornwall on 11th June. At 

the end of our assembly, we thought 

about whether or not music has the 

power to change of influence behaviour. 

What do you think?  

 

On Wednesday, we celebrated the life of fossil-hunter Mary Anning 

and found out about her life and work. This linked to our knowledge 

of equality, as Mary Anning was rarely recognised for her discoveries and work when she was 

alive, due to the fact that she was a woman. We thought about how rights have changed and 

looked ahead to our own futures and what we might discover. 
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In our ‘Feel Good Thursday’ assembly this week we had a look at how we can keep 

our bodies healthy. We came up with lots of great ideas, including: eating a healthy 

diet, drink water, getting enough sleep, keeping clean and making sure we keep 

safe.  

 

 
 

After School Clubs 

 

In our After School club in Tuesday, we started volleyball! 

We really enjoyed working in pairs to develop a range of 

volleyball passes, gradually moving further apart once we 

had got to grips with using our forearms and volleyball 

techniques.  

 

Our football team enjoyed their training on Tuesday after 

school too! It was lovely to see everyone working together 

to prepare for the small schools tournament in June.  

 


